
CANADIAN CHURCH MAGAZINE

A VISIT TO A BUDDHIST MONASTERY.

FRCm% OUR JAI-ANKIs coaxRKsmsux4t .

N the 28th of April I paid a visit to a
Buddhist mnonastery, a short accotunt
of which I trust will not prove uninter-
esting.

One of my Keiogijuku students, Nis-
hiyama, is a priest of the Nichiren sect of
Buddhists (one of the advantages of my position
at a secular college is that I am thus brought
into contact with a class of people not very acces-
sible to ordinary missionaries), and lie bas been
very kinday showing mea good many things con-
nected with his sect. I may perhaps add that
I have been composing a poem lately on the
very romantic life of the founder of the sect,
Nichiren, a Buddhist reformer of the early part
of the thirteenth century.

Nishiyama lives at a Buddhist seminary not
very far fromn my house and, as there are about
a hundred priests there training for the Bud-
dhist university, I thought it would be an inter-
esting thng to enquire ,into the methods they
pursue for training their candidates. A Bud-
dhist priest commences his trainingyoung, and
the Nichiren sect have three grades of schools.
In the first grade school, which is at a place
called Hori no uchi, a country monaster3 about
five miles from here, boys enter as soon as
ihey have fini:hed the course of the ordinary
common schools, i.e., at about fifteen or sixteen.
In this school, which I have seen, there are
about thirty boys under training, who are
taught a little mathematics and the general out-
lines of Buddhism. From this school, where
they generally spend three years, the students
are passed on to the middle.grade priests'
school ait Ikegami, another country nonastery
also about five miles from here. They are then,
after three years more, brought to the college
at Takanawa, close to my house, where they
receive a still further course of training, the
more promising amongst them being further
permitted to attend lectures at the secular
colleges for special purposes. This is how it
happens that Nishiyama comes to my lectures at
the Keiogijuku for a course of English literature.
Possibly, that means that he is learning English
with a view to combating Christianity thebetter;
but I have never asked him.

The course of study at these colleges seems to
be somewhat as follows: Matins (if I may use
the term) fron 5 to 6, followed by breakfast.
Lectures from 8 to 12. Dinner at 12, followed,
at Hori no iuchi, at least, by a service of reading
the Scriptures (which, by the way, the boys did
not attend). Evensong from 5 ta 6, followed

*by supper, and then private study.
I have been asked to go to matins, but have

not yet managed to get there. It is a little
early to turn out. But this afternoon I looked

in at theirevensong, and this, 1 think, will ptove
of interest.

The temple is almost square. I give a rough
diagrani which will give you some idea of its
general arrangement.

A is the principal altar, over which, in glasscases, are gili
images of ten lltddhas, who arc ail stpposed to bc so nian)
incarnations etne .and tihe sanie original Huddha or spirit
of the unier.,e. On this altar there were two candles and
two lamps hurnng during the sers ice, and vases of flowers.
A' A' side altars with idol uf Sak'a N'uni on onse side., and
Nichiren an the other.

Il is a sort of secondary aitar, with nothing on il but tw.
candlesticks and two vases of iltificial lotuis flowers. t i
the abbut's seat, facing the altar : ai D D were seat, itr
the proessurs of the college. E E were runs of jlLas
outsite of wshich the lait) sit on the iais wsheni thert i. i
sermon or great service. F F are the students' ,eats ar
ranged ns at the college chapel at Trinty-ihe freshmen
sit on the front row.

G r the alnsbo., three feet long, t %o feet hi,;h, anJ d
foot broad. '

The service itself was very confusing at
first, but after it was explained to nie I san tih..r
it was in theory very simple. After a prostr.t
tion or two, the abbot intoned the formulaty uf
the sect, which was taken up in a dull, ionotu-
nous chant by the choir of students. " I bele. c
in Buddha I believe in the Law! I belie e in
the Church !" (Buddha's, of course.) " I take
refuge in Buddha, the Law, and the Church."
After this and one or two other similar phrasts
expressive of a belief in the presence of the
Buddhas and of ionor to the Scriptures had
been repeated several times, the whole dhoir
began the recitation of the Scriptures. In the
Nichiren sect they read only one holy bouk,
called the Lotus of the Good Law, and they
read a chapter of it at every service, all reading
together and aloud, whilst one of the professors
marked time with a drum. This part of the
service was very long and very monotonous,
bat I made good use of my time, as I squatted
in my corner, by taking out my own Pray er
Book, and saying my evensong with such ad
ditional petitions as could not fail to co:mt frot
the heart of a Christian priest attending a ser
vice of this kind.

When the reading of the Scripture was u% er
the abbot sounded his little gong, and recited
soie prayers, during which everybody rub.cd
his rosary very diligently. He then went up
and took his position between the two altars,
where he offered up a kind of intercession, or
rather a declaration of his deternination to
love all mankind in accordance with the teach-
ings of the Buddhas; and after this was ended
there was a general prostration, and all nas
over.

My rambles amongst tiese Buddhist temples
have given me much food for thought.

I have seemed to understand more clearly,
what I think was before very clear in my mind,
the need of a long training for the Christian
ministry. The child Samuel is our model, and
boyhood is the time when that training shoadd
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