
Religious Zi;stkuction it4/e Publie Schools.

munity:are- so fat of one mind that,
without causing offdncei thé school
can be opened daily--in accordance
with the recommendation of the-Coun-
cil of Public Iéstruction-with- the
the reading of:the;Scriptures and pray-
er, there can, bé ,nô question. as to. its
desirableness. But my own early re-
côllectiorit of thé Bible as a school
book do fnot greatly incline me to
insist on its-use-as a " Reader " or les-
son book; (especially -if by so doipg
a barrièr is to be raised against the
free usé of our public schools by
Catholic and Protestant alikev But,
whère-.there iba teacher of high prin-.
ciple,. vith the constraining love of
Christ in his ,hearteneither school rég-
ulations hör Acts of 'Parliarhent can
shr t out the Bible fron -'e .school ,
for, its precepts. will be hourly on-his
li'sj.tiand itý. principles, in all his
actions. It is no.less importàtânto add
that».we may feel well assured: that
neitheri Roman' Catholic nor 1?rotest-
antpaents have-.anyýdesire that, such
precéptstorsuch: principles should, be!
withhld-fromtheirchildren.

Wehbre need- beino.clashing .between
thé funtions'of thé Qhristian- minister
and! -hosèýof the school teacher, nor
betiveemthe-distinct.rand diverse work.
ofithé Sunday and the Public:Schobl.
Butrwithout, trenching in the slightest
degree-oni'the ,functions of-either, the,
Bible:is fulloffdelightful lessons,,whichi
theWise teacher will not, fail, 'Whether
fornially 'or informally, !to turný to.
account;'

Ellhé-Christian moralsstaùghts atour
Publié- Schools should be altogether
distidctifrom -questions:of sacramental
grace; of baptism; o the ,eucharist.
Questions -of:.grave. importance on
whichotheQhurches.,of .Christéndom
aretat(issue:can -findino proper..place
in, thernational school sytem ofia free,
peope; -Eft- is -there 'i-o such apt
lessonas'iÇConsider the lilies-of the
fieldJhowthéy groW," ër- that of the
spàrfows;-now ho strangers in .Can-

ada-" not one rof which falleth ±o the
ground without the will of our 'Heav-
enly Father;" or the ;young ravens
that "neither sow nor reap, neither
have they storehouse iqr barn;- and
yet God feedeth them;" There is
"the rain coming down on the mown
grass," "the hengathering her chick-
ens under her wing," the good shep-
herd leaving his ninety and; nine to go
in search, of the lost sheep; and all
else of moral b.eauty- and wisdom so
aptly fitted toithe young mind eager
for knowledge.; open to ail impres-
sions ; and receivingthe bias, for good
or evil, on which the whole future life
so often ýdependst . He must have.
littlein-him of the true teacher who
cannot turn ito account the parable of
the wise andfoolish -builders,; or the
story of the ut forgiving servant;. or
the bui-ed and useless talent.
. All this, if doneýas the man or wo-

man possessed 'of the, true tea.ching
faculty vell kriows- how to do it, in,
stead-of involving any .wearisome ser-
monzing, will give alife andcharm to
the whole work of:the day. Norneed
he pause on the threshold ofhigher
moral. lessons. .He, toc, may claimas
his own that of the wondrous boydis-
puting-with.the doctors.in the temple;
of the:child set inthe midst of his dis-
ciples;.or ýthe exquisite story of the.
prodigal:son,,sotender in . its touching
beaity and· power. These, and so-
much else in the lessons of the Great.
Teacheri lie fully within the legitim-
atêcomnpass:of-your dailywork. There
is:thé Lord's-prayer, Catholic in every
sense, " Thy will :bedone.on. earth as
in Heaven;" ".Give tn day by. day
our daily bread " "Forgiye us as ve
forgive;" 'Amid temptations;deliver
us 'from veili In ail thisi ýthere is
surely ample room-.for a goily nation-
al .system of education, which sh.all
trench on no denominational cjeed or
doginatic teaching, < Let me add.that
a.xnanly .ciurage in-:the confessin,of
an honest faith.ma), with-those Whorp
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