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sponsible for 83. Of the others, the Payne alone is
worthy of mention, having the same amount to its
credit, about 8o tons.

Silver still continues on the downward march, not-
withstanding that every other metal without excep-
tion, including copper, tin, lead, zinc and iron, and
manv of those in more restricted use, such as platinum,
mercury, antiniony, ctc., maintain an upward ten-
dency. Just what effect the war in South Africa will
have it is impossible to predict, but the outlook taken
all round is none too encouraging, even in the eyes
of the nmost optimistic individual.

NELSON.

(From Our Owni Correspondent.)

A well-known figure has returned to Nelson, in
the person of Mr. "Rob" Tolmie, who ie even better
known at the Coast. It vill be remembered that Mr.
Tolmie, who was Mining- Recordr here, was ousted
from his position by the present Government for no
reason whatever, except that lie apparently did not
agree with their ideas of governing a nining country.
Seeing that Mr. Tolmie is a nian of great comnion
sense this is scarcely surprising. Mr. Tolmie then
went to Seattle. and we feared that lie was lost to us
forever. He as now returnied as the secretary of the
Mine Owners' Association, and in that capacity will
probably watch the course of legislation in Victoria.
If the Goverunient will condescend to take it, they
will find his advice on any matters connected with
this part of the world exceedingly practical and to
the point, but so far they have not shown themselves
at all prone to consuilt anvone who nay De in a posi-
tion to enlighten their owvn most unfortunate ignor-
ance of the subject.

The strike situation renains the sanie. The Slocan
mines are all closed don\\n, though work continues in

every other part of Kootenay, the men so far accept-
ing the reduced pay offered for the reduced time. It
is said that the unions over the border have refused
any' support to the unions of Kootenay, because the
wages denianded.here are higher than those willingly

accepted elsewhcre. If the local un-
LABOUR ions therefore were to ciose down the

TROUBLES entire countrv there would be n
AT NELSON, wOrkilng bees to supply the honey for

the great arnv of drones which
thrives on unionism. So certain places reniain un-
niolested. There is, however, a distinct feeling of un-
easiness and several snall strikes have occurred.
There was soie little trouble at the Iron iMask in
Rossland. with wet workings for an excuse. At the
Granite mine near liere, men working on conltract
went out because the management refused any fur-
ther supply of powder, fuse and liglht. Both sides are
unsettled. and if the unwise legislation lias done noth-
ing else. it has created a feeling of dissatisfactionî be-
tweeni masters and ien, where all was harmonv he-
fore.

Since the foregoing was written an important meet-
ing of the Miners' Union wvas lheld in Nelson on Sat-
urdar, 21st October. It was there decided to raise
the siege so far as Nelson was concerned, but to con-
tinue it with redloubled vigour in the Slocan. Ross-
land someliow has escaped so far. This neans that
the mines round Nelson and at Ymir and other
parts of the Salmon River countrv will be able to get
all the ne! they want at thiree dollars a day. Varions

interpretations are placed on this action of the union.
B'y some it is supposed to be a sign of weakness and
indicates approaching dissolution, while others, prob-
ably nearer the mark, suggest that the union means
to concentrate all its energies on the unfortunate Slo-

can, and when that is subdued, Nelson
EnTNG and Trail Creek will become easy vic-

- OF THE tins. The counter moves on the part
311NERS. of the owners is obvious, but it is

doubtful if it will be made. Every
mine in the districts now left free from attack should
be at once closed, thus shutting off the sources of
supply fron the union and showing tne willingness of
mine owners here anid at Rossland to stand shoilder
to shoulder with their brethren in the Slocan. As
long as the camps remain divided the union is sure
to subdue them in the end, and the only successfli
opposition to their attack is united action.

There has been sone excitement, accompanied by
an exhibition of good feeling, amongst all classe's
over the departure of Captain Hodgins and three
men for South Africa. A fund of nearly $700 was
raised, out of which a sword was presented to Cap-
tain Hodgins, the rest being divided among the other
three to provide them with pocket money. The re-
ssponse to the invitation for volunteers and the hearty
acceptance of the selection show that any little bickQr-
ings, whether political, social or racial, are merely on
the surface.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the
opinions chich nay be expressed in this column. No
notice will be taken of communications unless a(ccomi-
panied by the full nane and address of the writer.

THE B.C. MINING AND EXPLORATION
COMPANY, LIMITED.

T O THE EDITOR :-In vour October issue I
notice in your criticisms on the British Colui-

bia Mining and Exploration Company, Limited, you
state, "With regard to the concern itself there does
not at present appear to be much to promise that the
invitation to the public to subscribe for shares will
ineet with anv extraordinarilv enthusiastic responîse."

It is immaterial, I may say, whether the public en-
thusiastically subscribe to the shares for sale. (which
are solely for development purposes, with the ex-
ception of the ordinary office and legal expenses,
which will be exceptionally light, as the officers of
the company are giving their time free of cost for the
first vear) or not, as the late owners have sufficient
confidence in the properties to purchase treasury
stock themselves, independent of wvhat the public
determine to buy.

You state in italics of your own "theirebv availing
theniselves of the development work tihat is being
done on a nurnber of the adjoining mines," evidentlv
criticising the statement made in the prospectus.
Now, any sensible person must know that :t is on ad-
vantage in a new mining country like British Col-
umbia to become interested in a number of the min-
ing districts. I can name a nunber of properties
vhich have lately become very valuable siniply on

account of adjoining properties proving to be 'ich
mines and securing railway connection, thereby in-


