ADVANTAGES OF STUDYING THE NATURAL

SCIENCES.

The <uperiority of the natural sciences over ali
nilier objeets of study, to enzaze the atteution,
and awaken the interest of pupils, is conceded
as a fact of experience by the ablest teachers.
‘This cannot be otherwise; for the infinite wisdom
of the Creator is nowhere so perfectly displayed
as in the wonderful adaptation wiach exists be-
tween the young unperverted mind and the natu-
ral world with which it is encompassed.

On one hand there is the realm of nature, end-
less in the variety of its objects, indescribable in
its beauty, immutable ia its order, boundless in
its beneficence, and ever admirable in the sim-
plicity and harmony of its laws; on the other
there is a young intellect whose eurliest trait is
curiosity, which acks numberless questions, pries
into the reason of things, and secks to find ovt
their canses as if by the spoutancous promptings
of iastinet.  The study of natare is therelove the
reost congental employmeut of the opening mind,
aud cie of its purest sources of pleasure.  Every
fact that is leaurned becomes a key to others;
every proarcssive step discloses wonders previ-
ously unimagined. The more we acquire, the
arealer 1s our desire to learn, while each advance
multiplies the sources of delight iustead of ex-
havsting them.

But the advantages of studying the natural
sciences are by no means coutined to the interest
or enthusiasm which they are capable of exenting.
They are also eminently fitted to train the mind
to habits of careful observation ; to teach it dis-
crimination in deciding vpon evideuce, caution
in forming opinions, method in study; to disci-
pline it to patient and persevering effort, and
store it with valuable knowledge ;—and yet, in
our current systems of iastruction, how frequently
is the mind cutoff from the glorious works of
Almighty power, and directed to the crude and
impetfect performances of man! how ofteu does
the bright volume of the Creator, “written,” to
uze the impressive words of Lord Bacen, “in
the only Janguage which hath goue foith to the
ends of the world unaffected by the confusions of
Babel,” remain a sealed book, while the youthful
mind is inflated with fictitious learning, or occu-
pied in acquiring the least valuable kinds of
information! It is not to be forgotten, that so
leng as men neglected the study of nature,
despised experiment, resorted to fanciful theories
for the explanations of all natural occurrences,
ard wasted their energies in aimless and sterile
speculations, society remained in a condition of
barbarism, and learning was only an emp'y
boast—a scmething of which the great mass of
mankind knew absolutely nothing, aud which
was of little service to those who possessed it.
But when at length men became the students of
nature, when they began to appreciate the sig-
nificance of her facts and to search for them with
carnestness, then came the kuowledge which
it stagnant society in miotion, which conferred
power upon the masses to elevate and improve
thewr condition.  Then came the discovery of the
New World, of the art of printiug, of the telescope,
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' the microscope, the steam-engine, the cluono-

meter, the power-loom, the steamboat, the loco-

notive, the electric telegraph, the daguerreatype,

and ten thousand other inventions in the
departiments of hwnan activity,—wed wlicli eon~

<titute bt the beghming of what yet rmuinz to
tbe done. The benign results which thus {low

from the study of the natural seiences, ure in an
- eminent degree characteristic of Chemnstry.  Its
pinciples ate of universal import, of the uimost
breadth of pructical application, and are involved
i all the vicissitudes of being which we dly
contemplate around us.  Aud 1o acquainting our-
selves with them, we may not ouly gain « deeper
and clearer insight into the wonders of existence,
but we shall likewise obtain the most striking
proofs of the wisdom of the Great Maker ol the
Universe.— Youman’s Chemistry.
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Tue Woxorrrur, Provisioy or Narvun.—Ail
though eels notwithstanding their voracity, are not,
perhape, very desiructive to salmon in their astive
state, their habits are such, that they would extarm-
naie the syecies, wereitnot for a very wonderful prce
vision of nature, which as we do not remember cver
fo have seen it dwelt upon or ailuded to, it way be
worthwhile to notice it passing.  The history of their
spawning is the converse of that of the salmon’s, for
for whilst the latier is oviparous, and prodaces in {resh
water, the formeris vivigarous, and prod=ces in the
sea; andit so happens that when the salmon is bu: ry-
ing up towards the very sources, of rivers on the
same errand of zeneration, the eclis hurrying on the
same ertand tn the depths of the ocean. Were the
cei to remain in the viver after the salmoa roe is de-
posited and cevered in. its voracity and habit of boring
in loose gravel, and even under large stones, would
disturb the beds, and leud to the aunihiiation of the
whole salmon tithe.  But at this critical tin:e the two
creatmes aredriven by the same instinct. towards
d:fferent poles ; and before the cel re-appears in fresh
water, the salmon roe has undergone a sesies of ¢han-
zes, emerged from its subaqueous dormitory,
and  becomes a liule fish, fiagile indeed, and uny,
but in the highest dcgree vigilani and nimble, not ca-
pable of confronting a single ane of its numerous ence
miesin the open field, yet disconcerting and defying
them all by the celerity ofits flight, Is this an evi-
dence of design, or is it a streke of chance1—
Thoughts on the present scarcity of Salmoa; by the
Rev. Dugald S. Williamson, Minister of Tongland.
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GicaNTic EcGs.—The committec of management
of the Jardin des Plantes de Paris have just presented
to the Hunterian Museum, of the Royui College of
Surgeous, the casts of eggs of the gizautic wingless
bird of Magadascar (JEproyornis mazimus of Geoffry
de St. Hilaire). These enormons egys are equal in
size 1o 10 12 ostrich, 16 casowary, 148 domestic hen's
or 50,000 humminyg bird's eggs.

Tun Housrs.—A patent has been granted to Mr.
George Tate for the construction of housesand other
buildings by fitling together staves, or other pieces of
timber, secured together by hoops or binders, and fix~
et by any suitable method practised by builders, either
vertically or horizontally, at any height, upon piles,,
sleepers or frames, securely fastened in the ground;
the joints of the picces or staves, when necessavy be-
ing bevilled as required, and wrought cither plain or
rounded, and hollowed or dove-tailed, or tongued and
grooved, or glued up or caulked, or merely drawn




