THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

‘¢ History.~This branch ig profes-
sedly taught in 126 Schools; The
text-book most.commonly emplt:fe.d
ig the History of England, and is
used for the practice of English read-
ing. These reading lessons, with
fow exceptions, constitute nearly all
the instruction ghven in history.

. * Thereare other branches taught
in our Schools, such as book~keep-
11.1.;%, ggome , algebre, &o., but, as
will be geen by the returns, to com-
parative’y so_few_pupils, tl s} sore
minute mention is not considered
necessary at gresent. Latin indeed
is taugnt, and taught well, to a few
boys in the Supericr School at
Campbellton, and French to—-lg;xpﬂs,
-exclusive of such as are of Frenc
orgin. o

¢ Apparatus—~There is still agreat
want of black-boards and othex apga-
ratus in many of the Schools in this
District, though indead the number of
these useful accessaries has been some-
what increased during the term, There
are several Schools provided with
black-boazds, which the teachers ei-
ther neglect or do not know how to
use.

¢ Books.~The insvficient supply of
books is the subject of more complaint
than the want of uniformity, though
the latter evil exists to a greater ex-
tent than eould bo wivhed, This in-
sufficiency arises from several causes;
in some instances from the poverty,in
others from the indifference of pavents,
while in one or two cases, the supply
in the hands- of your -Agente is not
equal to the wants of the neighbor-
hood. This subject will require the
immediate attention of the Board.

‘¢ School-houses,~Of all the evils
conneeted with our educational affairs
and they are neither few nor small,the
School house is perhaps the saddest
and the sorest. 'The appesrance of
mapy of these buildings, nay even the
bare recollection of their appearance,
18 ¢nough to make one laugh and weep
%}y turns, In many distoiets of the

lorth, the traveller would have no
difficulty in singling out tho School
house, if he would but pitch upon
the smallest, dirtiest, shabbiest fa-
bric in the "settlement. The walle
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of a great many of the old. lo
houses have nevei’ been shingled. 15

fact, the logs have been so roughly
hewn as to render shingling ejther
impossible or useless. e crevices
between the logs are filled up with
moss during winter, and on the apw
proach of summer, the moss having
either fallen out or been removed, the
cravices become ready made ventila-
tors. Neither is there much signofim-
provementin thethree new housesbuilt
oflogs. The interior is alac in keep-
ing with their external appearance.
The floor is often of the roughest and
rudest materials,~—in a few_cases, of
nothing more than apruce or -cedar
rails, over which are laid two or three

h rough hoards at one end of the room

where the Teacher ususlly sits or
stands, The desks I have alrem?y
partially desuribed. = The most. of
them has been of an inferior descrip-
tion at first, and time and knives have
not impreved them. The benches too
are unsightly things, many of them
nothing more than pieces of boards
or planks laid opon blocks, These
blocks,and many of the benches othex~
wise well enough made, are not unfre-
uently found between two and thrée
eet h,gh Just imagine the misery
endured by young children condemned
to ait and awing their aching legs for
five or six hours daily in such & pos-
ture. . :
¢X have thus attempted to point
out some of the chief defects in the
School-houses of this district, ix ore
der that public attention may be most
earmestly directed to the matter,and
measures devised to remedy the evila,
Great importance ehoulg be attached
to the School room; it is a Teacher
in itselfy and so is every thing ahout
it. But there is still 2 very common
notion in the public mind, thatifthe
School-house is only large.enough to
gontain, not to accommodate the
scholars, and a fow rude benchey.and
desks provided forthem fo sit. and
write on, any thing more would'be au-
perfluous. Such notions heve their
origin in the prevailing mistake ofre-
garding instruction ag every- thing,
and education nothing ; so_ that, pro-
vided the requisiteinformation be im.



