
OF THE IROQUOIS, OR SIX NATIONS. 225

Then tame the Great Spirit to him in a dream and told him

to fast, wash himself tillhe was purified, then he might go forth

and would hear again the music. So he purified himself and

went again among the dark trees of the forest, and soon his

ear caught the sweet strains, as he drew near they became more

beautiful; he listened till he learned them and could make the

same sweet sound, then he knew that it was a plant with a tall

green stem and long tapering leaves. He took his knife. and

cut the stalk, but ere he had scarcely finished, it healed and

was the same as before; he cut it again, and agairi it healed.

Then he knew it would heal diseases, he took it home, dried it

by the fire, pulverized it, and applied a few particles of it to a

dangerous wound; no sooner had it touched the wound than

it was healed. Thus the Great Spirit taught the Indian the

nature of medicinal plants, and directed him where they were

to be found, when and how used.

MEDICINE LEGENDS.

The two above are the legends concerning the principal

medicines used among the Iroquois. The ancient manner of

administering them, was to take a small wooden goblet and go

to a running stream, dipping toward the way which the stream

ran, fill the goblet and return, place it near the fire with some

tobacco near it; a prayer is offered while tobacco is thrown

upon the fire, that the words may ascend upon the smoke.

The medicine is placed on a piece of skin near the goblet,

being very finely pulverized, is taken up with a wooden spoon

and dusted upon the water in three spots, in the form of a trian-

gle, thus-..*. The medicine man thei looks-atit critically,

if it spreads over the surface of the water and whirls about, it

is a sign that the invalid will be healed; if it sinks directly in

the places where it was put, there is no hope, the sick person

must die and the whole is thrown away.

Once in six months there is a great feast made, at the hunt-

ing season in fall and spring. On the night of the feast as soon

; (28)


