
so entirely engross our thoughts that we should neglect the
opportunity, which your removal from this Residency to fill
an honourable and important office near the person of the
Governor-General of India affords us, of soliciting your
favourable acceptance of our sincere congratulation on the
distinguished choice of his Excellency. This selection, by so
able a judge of character and merit as the Marquis of lastings,
is to us a sure indication of the extent and importance of the
services which have been rendered to Government by the
exertion of your talents and virtues; and ve cannot, we
think, utter a wish which evinces in us a stronger desire for
the prosperity of our Eastern possessions, than that you may
long continue to aid the councils of British India.

To give this address, however, a more private and particular
application, and to do which we are forcibly called by a recur-
rence to the regretted occasion of our meeting, we beg to assure
you that no period of time can efface the sentiments of friend*,
ship and affectionate attachment imprinted on our minds by
the urbanity, kindness, and marked attention to private rights
and feelings, which we have invariably experienced at your
hands; and that ve shall feel, to the latest moments of our
existence, the deepest interest in every event ,which may
be connected with your welfare, happiness, and fame.

METCALFE I SREPLY.

-MY DEAi FRIE-Ns,-I am at a loss for language to express
in adequate terms my sense of the kindness which has led you
to give expression to the sentiments conveyed in the communi-
cation this day received from you. I shall ever remember
with lively gratitude the honour which you have thus con-
ferred upon me; nor is the value of this delightful testimony
of your regard lessened in my estimation by the consciousness
which I feel that I am indebted to it entirely to your indulgent
partiality, which has thrown my faults into oblivion, and
exalted the little merit to which I may have any pretensions.

The record of your approbation will ever be a source of
pride and exaltation to me, and furnish during my future life
a strong excitement to laudable exertion, from the anxious
desire which it must produce that I may not at any time do
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