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tion. ‘We find .that the election law of
the Dominion, which many Canadians are
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far from regarding as perfect, are cited as
models of impartiality and purity by our
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The amenidments in law procedure are
most probably made on the sug-
gestion of  men learned in  the
law, and are intended to meet what are
felt to be. inconveniences. The bill to
permit the release on probation of persons
convicted of first offences is, we' believe,
both wiseand mercitul. It will give the
noviee in crime another chance. He may
not be “pardoned, he may have sin-
cerely - repented of what he has done,
and he may be determined to lead a new
life. If he is sent to prison he runsa
very great risk of forgetting his good res-
olutions and of b ing still further de-
moralized. Very few convicts are re-

This is well known, and kind-hearted
merciful men are often tender with first

law, and indeed against law, what the
Government propose to do under the sanc-
tion of law. They do not prosecute the
offender. They let him off; but they have
no hold on him. They cannot call him
again to account. They frequently lose
sight of him altogether, and he, finding
he has escaped punishment so easily,
and knowing that he is not nnder sur-
veillance, may require very little tempta-
tion to commit another offense. But un-
der the proposed law the first offender will
be released on probation. He does not
eacape, justice keeps her eye on him, and1f
he does notshow by his conduct that he'is
desirous of becoming a law-abiding and
useful citizen she will have the power to
take him again in charge and prove to
him that the way of the transgressor is

ficent experiment will meet with signal

THE LEGISLATURE OPENED.

The speech with which His Honor, the
Lieutenant-Governor, opened the Legis-
It was his

lature yesterday was cheerful.
agreeable duty to congratulate the repre-

sentatives of the people on the prosperity
of the Province. British Columbia has

had a good year. Every interest in the
Province has been—furthered, and 'its
population “has considerably increased.
Business is on a sound basis and the pros-
pect for the ensuing year is pleasant and

" cheering. He had also the pleasing fact
to announcethat the Government had
been able to keep the expenditure within
the estimates. It is not every Govern-
ment that has managed matters so as to
make both ends meet - and have at
the end of the year a balance
on the right side of the: ledger.
Matters go smoothly with governments
as well as individuals when there is a little
cash in hand. :

Mining being one of the leading inter-
ests of the province, gets its full share of
attention in the Speech. The erection of
reduction works at Cariboo will, we have
no doubt, aid very materially in the
development. ‘of the mining = in-
dustry in that district 8o rich in minerals.
‘We trust that the suggestion relafive to
the juvenile reformatory contained in:the
Speech will be acted upon by the Legis-
lature. ‘There are boys in-the Province
that greatly need the discipline -of such
an institution, . Their . parents gannot
keep them in subjection, ‘and to
send them to prison where they
cannot be kept froin associating with
criminals more or less hardened cannot
fail to complete their education in crime.
A place where they can be educated,
taught a trade, and kept for a time from
all evil associations and demoralizing
company iS needed to bring out
what is good in their nature. We trust
that British Columbia will tiot be long
without such an institution.

The prospect before the Assembly is
bright. It is to be hoped that its mem-
bers will address ' themselves earnestly
to the work of the session, and waste as
little time as possible in mere -talk for
talk’s sake: ‘

B —

GOVERNOR-GENERALS SPEECH,

The speech from the throne read by
His Excellency, the Governor-General, at
the opening of . the Dominien Parliament
yesterday is not long, bot it contains s
great deal. The Opposition this year can-
not make the usual complaint of ‘a
meagre bill of fare.” There are nosweep-
ing reforms promised in the speech, but
much useful legislation is foreshadowed
Legislation in the Dominion has arrived at
that stage at which few new lawsof thevery
first importance are required. It would
be a reproach on the Parliaments of the
Dominion of the last twenty-one years if
any of the legislation absolutely required
for the well being of Canada had been
naglected. . But very few laws, when first
enacted, are; parfect.... When they come
into operation most of them are found to
be more or less defective. They are not
exactly suited to the circumstances of the
country, or they de not meet: all the re-
quirements .of ‘the time. They may be
right in principle, but they neverthe-
less requirs. improvement. Some of
the  measures  which, according
to the Speech, the Government intend to
briug down this session are of this nature.

The Franchise law is to be amended in
order to make it more simple and to les-
sen the cost of its operation. All will ad-
mit that this is a step in the right direc-
tion.  Election laws, above all others,
should be easily understood. Whatever
the qualification may be there should he
no room to doubt who are entitled to vote
and who are not. There are many who
believe that the difference between the
franchise as it is defined in the Dominion
election law and manhood suffrage is so
small that it would be better to change it
by doing wway with property qualification
altogether. 1t does not apoear that this
is the intention of the Government, but it
seems to us that any attempt at simplifi-
ocation of the franchise law must be in
this direction. One of the probable re-
- sults of this simplification will be to lessen
the expense of operating the election law.
The chief objection to the law st present
in foree is that it requires a great deal of
money toput it in operation. The proposed

success.

Any amendment to the laws which
facilitate commercial intercourse between
the different parts of the Dominion . can-
not fail to be beneficial. The amend-

exchange, cheques and promissory notes,
and the law to make uniform throughout
the Dominion the laws relating to bills of
lading are intended to have this effect, and
there is little doubt that they will accom-
plish the end proposed. :

All who have the progress of the Do-
ninion at heart will‘approve of the deter-
mination of the Government to give the
encourag b ded to establish a line
4 of fast sailing steamships to ply between
Great Britain and Canada. Such won-
derful improvements have been made in
the ocean going steamships sailing from
the ports of the United States that it is
almost certain if Canadians do not
bestir themselves, the whole of the At-
lantic passenger traffic will be monopol-
ized by New York and other American
seaports. If Canada wishes to have
its fare share of that traffic it must sup-
plement its magnificent lines of railroads
by equally magnificent lines of steam-
ships, Canadian seaports are nearer to
Europe than those of the Atlantic States,
and’stéeamers. sailing to and from them
should be able to make the passage ina
proportionately  shorter ~ time. = Where
this is the case passengers on Canudian
railroads bound to Eyrope need not go to
New York to find ‘a ship - that will take
them across the Atlantic comfortably and
quickly. The probability is that many of
those carried by American railroads will,
in.order to shorten the sea voyage, take
passage in Canadian steamships. It is
encouraging to see that the Dominion
Government does not intend to lose any
time in doing its share towards the estab-
lishment of a line of fast ‘steamships be-
tween British Columbia and China and
Japan.  When Canada’s transcontinental
road is connected witn Europe and Asia, by
lines Of fast sailing steamships, it will be
certain to secure a very large preportion
of the trade betweer Europe and China
and Japan. This will be beneficial to the
whole of ‘Canada in many ways, and will
greatly tend to-the development of the re-
sources of British Columbia. It is to be
hoped that in the arrangements - with the
new lines, the Dominion Government will
uot permit the interests of Victoria, the
nearest pert of British Columbia to the
Pacific, to be overlooked or neglected

—_——————

4 FOOLISH CRITIC.

The censure of the Toronto Globe is the
best. justification of the course pursued
by the Government with regard to Col-
lector Ross that its friends could wish.
1t admits that Mr. Ross transcended his
duty, and it does not wish to excuse him
on the ground that the M. A. Batson had
called at Halifax for repairs. It con-
demus"the Government because the of-
fence, in its estimation,)was *‘a little one”
and - because other ocollectvrs had done
worse in an opposite direction  without
being punished. There ¢an, we think,
not be two opinions ‘as to the gravity of
the collector’s offence. - He, as the Globe
admits, did what the law strictly and
speoifically forbids. This of itself, in an
officer of the Gévernment, is a very grave
offence. But he did more than merely
violate the law. He took upon himself
to interfere in a very serious dispute be-
tween Great Britain and the United
States and to compromise the Government
he served by making concessions which
were opposed to its policy. He deliber-
ately created a precedent which could be
cited to weaken Canada’s case in any fu-
ture negotiations on the fishery question.
This was by no means the trifli

offence which the Globe tries to make it
out to be. It was, in fact, one which the
Government. could not overlovk without
compromising - ‘itself still ' further. The
Globe’s second ground of condemnation
is still weaker that the first. It is simply
puerile to plead that A did not do wrong
because B committed a worse offence.
Everyone knows that two wrongs never

because  Collector Somebodyelse inter-

sides, any one with a head on his shoul-
ders can see that it .is one -thing for an
official to act in direct opjumition to his
instructions and to the law made for his

ment of the laws with respect to bills of .

peny in_time of peace the finest steam-

made one right, If Collector Ross tran- | ¢
scended _his duty he cannot be justified |

preted his instructions ‘too strictly, Be- |9

zealous in carrying out  rigid interpreta- |
tion of the law to'the letter. The former
is a_deliberate dereliction of duty while
the latter is & mere error in judgment.
One was an offence, the other was a mis-
take. The Toronto Globe has surely de-
g ted when it cond an act of the
Government on such childish grounds.
We venture to predict that no member of
the Opposition who has-a reputation to
lose will condemn the Government’s dis-
missal of the Halifax Collector for the
reasons set forth in the Toronto Globe.
e

THE SALVATION ARMY.

The rise and progress of the Salvation
Army is one of the most singular of the
social phenomena of the day. There is
very little that is attractive, and nota
little that is distasteful —we might bejusti-
fied in saying, “‘that is repulsive”—to the
ordinary church-going member of the
community in the methods and practices
of these salvation lads and lasses. Yet
the Army has grown to very large propor-
tions, and is still growing rapidly. Its
officers claim to be doinga very great
amount of good to individuals and classes
that are not reached by the ordinary
church organizations. They say that per-
sons who have reached the lowest depths
of degradation, who are looked upon as
past redemption, are taken by the hand
by  these. Balvationists: and _reclaimed.
The amount of good they do is questioned
by some wha havethe best dpportunities of
seeing their work and making an estimate
of its results; biat of the wonderfal growth
of the organization there can beno dotbt.
Gen. Booth a few daysago ata meetingheld
in St. James Hall, London, to celebrate
the commissioning of the 7,000th officer
of the Army, said that only twenty-five
years ago the Army had but one officer.
The number of officers is now 7,000.
These officers had ‘carried the Salvation
Army flags into-thirty-two countries. The
annual report of the Army states that the
number of corps is now 2,687 and the
number of outposts 6563. *‘In the United
Kingdom the Army uses 1,676 buildings
with sitting accommodation for 700,500.
The rent roll of these buildings is up-
wards of £100,000.  Upwards of 2,000,-
000 meetings were held and 3,000,000
houses had been visited, while 154,200
'sought salvation on the penitent form in
the United Kingdom alone.” :The Army
has ‘established rescue homes for fallen
women at which 2,099 had been received,
and it has also instituted lodging- houses
tor ‘the homeless poor in which they can
receive decent accommodations and fuod
at.a mere nominal price. General Booth,
speaking of the Limehouse shelter at the
St. James Hall meeting, said:  *“Up to
the present date in this building no less
than 23,5600 beds had been supplied and
250,000 mealsat.a penny each had beensup-
plied to adults and 220,000 at the charge
of u farthing or a half-penny to children.
They proposed to extend this scheme to
other parts of the metropolis and to pro-
vide shelters to  women #lso,” The Gen-
eral, speaking of ‘a controversy that had
been raised in the Times as to the amount
of good done by the Army, said, *‘If the
Times newspaper would name ary district
full of blackguards and’ evil people’ and
would find a shed to miest in, he would
send a corps of officers there, and would
undertake in .six months time to have a
church, if they like to call it 4 -chureh,
or a corps there.” = Like a good many
others, we do not admire the Army’s mu-
sic very much or feel a keen delight
when we come to a crossing  ob-

praying and exhorting of the soldiersof the
Army; but when we fund that they re-
claim those. who have been given up for
lost, that they give shelter to the home-
less and feed the hungry, we do _not feel
like saying a great deal about what may
be idered the liness of the
ways of those répresentatives of the Sal-
vation Army that we happen to meet, or
the unmausijcalness of their music. - That
the organization has grown to such pro-
portions, and has succeeded so far, shows
that it is agreeable to very many, and that
it supplies a want. - 1f it does good, why
should any lover of mankind find fault?

————————r

EDITORIAL COMMENTS.

Tax lines of ocean steamships sailing
from New York are now the fastest as
well as the best equipped in the world.
Every addition made to these lines is
faster and  hand than its pred

sors, ~A steamship called “the Teutonic
was added to the White Star Line a few
days ago. She was built at Belfast. = She
is an immense structure, being 582 feet
long, 573 feet wide, and 39} féet deep.
She is 10,000 ‘tons burden.. . She is ex-
pected to cross the Atlantic in six days.
The same line has another vessel of equal
size almost -ready for launching to ‘be
called: the Majestic. ~These v?péﬁ aro
built of steel, and have all the modern
| improyements both of construction-and of
machinery. They. are built under the in-
spection‘of the British Government, which

them on condition that in case of war they
 will be at its command.. They are fitted to
carry twelve guns each, and can ixi forty-
eight' hours be transformed into cruisers,

be. Naval Reserve men. This arrange-
ment suits both the Steamship Company
and the Government. ' It givés the Com-
ships afloat to  carry freight or . pas-
at afew Hours’ notice with fast sailing
ready for transport:or any other service
for which they may be required. 1
Whe ix the Owner? -

{iolw, wﬁ- mod :

structed by a crowd listening to the |

Half of their crews must in_time of peace | slide.

sengers, and it supplies the Government s

The Jrown Prince of Austria Dies.
Suddenly of Apoplexy of
the Heart.

P

Queen Victoria, Kaiser William and
the Prince of Wales Deeply Af-
fected by the News.
P

Archduchess Elizabeth, the Six-Year
Old Danghter of the Dead Prinece,
Becomes His Suceessor.

:
ISpecial to TEE COLONIST.

VIENNA, Jan. 30.—Crewn Prince Ru-
dolph died suddenly to-day at Miecrling,
near Baden. His sudden death is sup-
posed to have been caused by a stroke of
apoplexy.

FOUND DEAD IN BED.

It is now believed that Prince Rudolph
died of heart disease.  He was found by

crown prince had been feeling unwell for
several days, but there was nothing alarm-
ing in his symptoms.

HOW THE KAISER RECEIVED THE NEWS.

Emperor William was much agitated
upon receipt of the news of the prince’s
death. He drove immediately to the
Austrian embassy, where he remained with
Ambassador Count Szcheuye for balf an
hour. ' He then telegraphed the news to
Prince Henry of Prussia ield,! The
cause of death was apoplexy !
The court festivities, which =W CY
taken place at Brussels, have

QUEEN VieTORIA DEEPLY AFFEOTED,

LonpoN, Jan. 30.—The Queen wept
when she was informed of the death
of  Crown. Prince “Rudolph. She
at once telegraphed the mews to her
daughter, Empress Frederick. The Aus-

the bare fact of the prince’s death, and

ttaches were quently unable to satis-
fy the large number of seekers for particu-
lars who called. The Queen and Prince of
Wales promptly wired their condolence to
Emperor Francis Joseph. The Prince of
Wales, and probably the Duke of Edin-
burg, will attend the funeral.

POPULARITY OF THE DEAD PRINCE.

+ad

his valet dead in bed this morning. The | & 3
of the mine, and  feel
last approaching.

CAPITAL NOTES.

trian: Embassy at London received only | °V
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The old miners who are working in the
tunnel, several of whom are Cari

are sanguine as to

nulh“lzhiﬁh await the 5
believe that it is merely a question .
time and perseverance, and one of the
richest beds of gold ever discovered in
British Columbia will be reached. For-
tunately the company have, in Mr. Dow,
the superintendent, one of the most ex-
perienced miners in the province, and the
work he has already done in the vari

A ———

From Taw DarLy CoroNist, Jan. SL
LOCAL AND PROVINCIAL.
Perry Creek Gold.
- A sixty oz. sample of Perry Creek gold,

| taken out of the tunnel during the month agon

of December, is on gxhibition in the win-
dow of Mr. C. E. Redfern’s jewelry es-
tablishment. The gold is valued at $18
per.oz., and is at present scaly, but when
the rough bedrock is reached it is e:
goodly sized nuggets will be secu

iR AR
: Beaten to Death.
At Westminster, on Friday afternoon,
s Chinaman while walking near Sapper-
ton, was set upon and beaten by two In-
dians, receiving such severe injuries that
he died soon after. His pockets were
rified and the sum of $4.50, all the money

reparati for such mining,
has been pronounced ﬂy the gold commis-
sioner, Mr, Vowell, to be the best he has
et seen in the whole of his axmieme.
iv ;ng, therefore, is in rate
shaj work can now be ted
day and night withont delay or hi
The _people in that part of Kootensy are
reatly excited over the hopeful prospects
that success is at

FEverythine in Readiness for Opening
of Parliament—Forecast of the
Speech from the Throne.

{ The Haldimand Eleetion—Colter, the

o} Liveral Candidate, by -
xoao- = lﬁoﬂtyofThk?f?s‘e.vdel. ¢
poned and will possibly be abalidoned. * ¥

(From Our Owa Correspondent).

Orrawa, Jan. 30.—The Governor-Gen-
eral in the Speech from the Throne to-
morrow will intimate the intention of
Canada to continue to maintain her fish-
rights as prescribed by the coavention
of 1818, until some sati arrange-
ment is made by treaty betwéen the two
countries.

Among the Government measures will
be one simplifying the franchise law.and
lessening the cost of its operation.

There will also be a bill to assimilate
the laws of the several Provinces relating
to bills of exchange, cheques and promis-

notes.
t will introduce a bill

In spite of the well authenti
stories of his waywardness and his shame-
ful treatment of his wife, the Archduchess
Stephanie, the Prince was very popular
among the Hungarians, and hil?esth will
be severely felt.

HEIRESS TO THE THRONE.

The throne falls upon Rudolph’s six-
year old daughter; the Archduchess Eliza-
beth. The first dispatches  announcing
the “death - of the Crown ‘Prince were
stopped by censors. and particulars were
very slow ‘in reaching the public.

THE PRINCE OF WALES' REGEET.

The Prince of Wales is said to be very
much affected by Prince Rudolph’s death,
between whom and the heir to the Brit-
ish throne there existed a warm friend-
ship,

SUFFERED FROM RHEUMATISM.

VIENNA, Jan. 30.—Crown Prince Ra-
dolph suffered during the last few years
from rheumatism in his joints. Last
evening he had a severe fit of shivering,
but recovered from it.. The report was
current that-he had met with an accident

at the hands of a peasant which caused
his death. Vienna however, make
no, reference to such an ocourrence. = The
Crown Prince’s body afrived here at mid-
night. 3

IN EXCRLLENT BPIRITS. -
" LowpoN, Jan. 30.—A dispatoh to the
Daily. News from Vienna“ says Crown
Prince Rudolph remained with Count
Herios until long after midnight last
night, retiring at an_ hour very near day-
light this morning, was in excellent
spirits. He had lately been working very
hard, and had devo! much of his time
to reading and correspondence.

THE OFFICIAL NEWS.

Vienna, Jan. 30.—The official Gazette,
in giving particularsof the death of Prince
Rudolph, states that he,.with a party of
friends, went. shooting at  Mayerling on
Monday. -~ The Prince was not feeling
well yesterday, .and . absemted him-
self from the dinner .at Hofburg. The
guests assembled for breakfast- this
morning - - and . awaited . the arrival
of the crown prince. He did not' make
his appearance and inquiries - as to the
reason for his absence resulted in the dis-
covery that he was dead. The cause of
death ,was ascertained-to be apoplexy.
The bourse and the theatres will be closed
until Friday.  The sitting of ‘the reich-
srath will suspended. i
DISCUSSED BY GERMANY.

BeruN, Jan. 30.—Bismarck. presided
at a meeting of the privy council to-day,
the purpose of summoning which was to
cousider the situation created by the sud-
den death of the Orown Prince of Aus-
tria. £

” SINGULAR OIRCUMSTANCE.
Berry, Jan. 830, —Comment is rife
that Crown Prince Rudolph always ll:{t
with his bedroom door ajar. On the
morning of his death, the door was found
to be locked. -

——————eee

FROM PERRY CREEK. .

Colonel James Baker, M. P. P., Promoun.
ces the Prospects of the Perry Creek
Promise, ;

enay, who arrived in the city on Tues
nay, hlkodwﬂ\m ity on Tuesday

my.' Said‘he: *¢ orTy

. to work the tunnel, in con-

remem
; ¢ e 3 uence of the favorable reports of gold |
pay, part of the expense of constructing ::lnm who mmnm.{;':mﬂ

Perry Creek. Fifteen years ago the mine
wa:rvyvo;kedmdﬂ,mhkm'  out im-
mediately below the tunnel. The tunnel

cruisers well armed and well manned, |oft o ¢

Oity nexst July, over ‘th
.-,._2..,-1. ﬂu’é&gx; :

(L
AR LR

while shooting and had 'received & wound |

Col. James Baker, M.P.P. for Koot-] '~

T e Gover
to secure uniformity in the laws relating
to hills of lading, and also a bill for :the
prevention of certainoffences in connec-
tion with municipal councils. . One toim-
prove the law of procedure in criminal
cases, and a bill to increase the efficiency
of the Northwest Mounted Police, and
some other measures.

Parliament will be asked to provide

subsidies for improved mail service, and
for the establishment in concert with the
Imperial authorities of & line."of steamers
between British Columbia,  China and
Japan.
A deputation of medical men - waited on
the Government to-day and urged the re-
duetion of the duty on surgical instru-
wents and appliances.

Senators Macdonald and Reid, Mem-
bers Prior, Mara, Gordon and Barnard
arrived this morning. Everything is in
readiness for the opening of Parlisment.

Oolter, Liberal, was elected for Haldi-
fuand by 37 majority. - Dr. Montague was
the Conservative candidate.

THE SAMOAN TROUBLE.

—

{ ° Taken by the U. 8. to Protect
3 _ Her Treaty Bights. -

He Belleves the Difficulty Cam be ‘Settled
Peaceably—There is Nothing to Justify a
Breach of Peace, and it Will be a Shame
and Disgrace to Civilization and Christi-
anity if Some Mode of Agreement is Not
Bettled Upon. =

P
(Special to THE CoLONIST.) ;
to-;lw;“msh GTON, m 29.—In ﬁ;oeoh, Senate
y Sherman e & strong s
which he recited the entire history of

Samoan troubles. He said that the firs

thing to ‘be done was for the Unite

Sk pommani o the. oy . Ingvenan B
_possession e Bay of Pago at

Samoa; that-ought tobe done mmmly

It did not need war to protect the nation’s

right.  Straightforward manly
tions should be entered into betw

CABLE NEWS,

—_——

{which will accommodate two or three

Sherman Advocstes Measures to be | phiy

{dist- Church. He leaves a wife and

%@ | decoration - which -adorned it when He
+ his escape, although, hfowhe devest-

'is not known.

_{latter will be f

in his p , was taken by the mur-
derers. The y took place in broad

THE OKANAGON RAILWAY. from' &h
To THE EpITOR:—I wish to say a few ‘mﬂllo uantities have been
words in the columns of your pap{r, with ofvpuh‘t!ou'hdnt mentioned as left in the
regard to the proposed Shuswap & Okan- for want of ;market. Vegetables,
agon railroad, and the prospect of its prov- | too, of such superior quality and flavor
ing to be a paying concern to those invest- | that they would onlytrequire to be intro-
ing money in it. duced to gain a foothold in any market.
Apsia.mntly. the energy and persever-| The quantity of that would be
ance displayed by Mr, Lumby, in endea- | available
voring to bring this matter to a successful | I = would
eox}clunlo'l:i, ll]m: no:;1 met withdthe mmﬁh it I will
so far which it undoubtedly deserves, the | measdow only, although
project not being in as forward & condition | others. Thz’il what s o called
as was anticipated a few months ago. The | the S heen slo and extends
grut trouble seems to be that capitalists | from n to within a few hundred
do not regard the order in eouncil t- of the Spallumcheen river, a dis-
ing & bonus towards construction as being | tance of fully sixteen mileswith an-average
at all secure until such time as it is rati- | width of 300’ ; at the Jeast caloulation
tied by act of parlisment. It is, I sup-|fully 1700 acres Of unsurpassed mead
pose, perfectly certain that the ‘‘order” hnq{ This wholé distance can be easily
will be ratified so soon as -the Dominion | drained, and, wherever tried, timothy has

for export is 80 great that
hardly like to ~mention

therefore . refer to one
gh there are many

traged ;
qw”““c, and has created a tion in
estminster. It is not learned whether
the Indians were arrested.
Doy, cmmrmancy

- Passenger Depot.

A telegram received from Tacoma yes-
terday, states the Northern Pacific rail-
road will shortly commence the construc-
tion of a large p depot at T

roads, if desired. The freight depots are
to be increased toethree times their pre-
sent capacity, and the cove at the head of
Commencement Bay is to be filled up and
used as freight yards. The pro im-
ssgvoments are estimated to cost $3,000,-

.

Al sglicii
? Serious Accident on the C. P. R.

No sastern passengers or mails arrived
by the Islander last evening, the through
train wot Having arrited when the steamer
left ¥ancouver. The cause of the deten-
tion of the train is reported to be an acci-
dent to a freight tran, which ran off the
switch st the. big grade at Kicking Horse
Pass, falling down the canyon, the engine
driver and brakeman being killed. No
Eartioulau were obtainable up to a late

our last night, the officials being reticent
on the subject.

SRS
Opening of the House. ¢

The third session of the present legis-
lature will be formally opened this after-
noon at three o’clock by his Honor, Lieu-
tenant-Governor Nelson, whose staff for
the occasion will be composed of Lieut.-
Col. Holmes, Capt. Benson, Capt. Clarke,
Capt. Nicolls, ]gr Bookie and Dr. Mat-
thews. The guard of honor will be in

parl t assembles, and that we may |succeeded wouderfully well, yielding be-
expect to see actual comstruction begun |tween two and three tons per acre.
next season. . There is in the Okanagon, Mission Valley
It strikes me that our local government | and Spallumcheen districts, fully ten
have made a great mistake in this matter, | thousand head of cattle, of which one-
that is in giving a lump sum towards con- | third may be counted /upon yearly for
struction, instead of a guarantee of 4 per | export, and this in a district that is es-
cent. as was at first requested. If 1 am| pecially fitted for winter fattening, and
not greatly mistaken as to the nature of | might be ex; to supply the lower
the guarantee asked for, ‘it~ was intended{ country with" fat stock dpring a season of
to be for a term of twenty years, and upon | the year when stock of this description is
a sum, something like t‘l 100,000, with | particularly hard to find. I will not take
the understunding that should the road, | up space by mentioning lumber possibili-
at any time within the twenty years, pay | ties, ete., etc., as I consider that sufficient
over the 4 per oenmmn the over- | has been said to convince any reasonable
plus would go tow recouping the gov- | man that, long before twenty years will
er t for an y already expended | have expired, the proposed road would at
by them. I'thu{n?;t 1 am fairly well | any rate yield from seven to ten per cent.
inted with apabalities of this|upon the investment, and also that the
portion of , and I feel} Province would be in & muech better posi-
perfectly 'sa - gbat eventually the|tion by giving a guarantée than it is at
province Wwould. not- baye been out one}present.: :

cent upon the propesed: xoad, had thry
given the guarantee as requested. It is
very often a useless piece of work review-
ing or complaining of past events, but in —_—
the present instance I do not consider it (Before Hon. A. N, Richards, P. M)
50, a8 the province will likely have the| Three prisoners ‘‘lined up” in the police
choice of courses with other .proposed | court é:ln yesterday morning, as his honor
roads, and a mistake once made need not | ascended to the high place of justice, and
be a mistake repeated. If I can prove|two others were seated in the court room.
this view of the matter to be correct, I am| ~Thomas Barker was-the firstcalled on.
at the same time proving the investment | The officers of the law said that he had
to be a paying une. been very drunk, which he did not deny,
I beliove it is generally conceded by |and the usual fine was imposed.
these who are authorities upon rail The boys in blue also said that James
matters, that $1,000 per mile is ample to | Webster, the next in the row, had been
cover running expenses; that in the pre-|on a tear and had made himself decidedly
sent instance would mean $51,000, add 4 | obnoxious on the streets. James re-
- cent on. $1,100,000, $44,000; total | marked that he had been drunk and did
535,000. Which would require, in order | not know what he was doing, and was

FarMzEr.

B S S el
CITY POLICE COURT.

charge of Major Peters and Lieutenant
Gal:get. No doubt there will be a large
attendance of visitors to listen to the
Lieutenant - Governor’s opening speech
and witness the other ceremonies and
formalities in connection with the open-
ing of the House.

Pl Y
Seattle amnd Southern Railroad.
The Seattle and Southern-  Railway
Company has been organized at Seattle,
for the pu of constructing and run-
ning an independent line from Seattle to
Portland. e ‘officers of the company
are : Thomas Ewing, president ; L. 8. J.
Hunt, vice.president ; M. S. Bates, sec-
mhry; J. P. Hoyt, treasurer; Gen.
Ch Caldwalader, 1ti :

of business will belocated at-Seattle.
e work of ‘locating the line -will begin
immediately, and “as soon thereafter as
possible the contract will' be let for the

construction of the road.

BRI
Another Poineer Geone.

R. D, Thornhill, another pioneer of the
province, died very suddenly at his home
on Pandora street in this city yesterday
morning, heart disease being the cause of
is demise. The d d was a native of
Kent, and came to this eity in
1868, at that time being 22 years of age.
For five years he filled the h{u)si&ion of
steward of the French hospital; and dur-
ing the last eighu of his life has
acted as sexton of Pandora street Metho-

three sons, as well as a large circle of
friends and acquaintances, to lament his
loss. The funeral takes place on Friday
next from his late residence.
AT I
¢ “The Cemvict Captured.

The officers of the Erovmcml police were
busy all Tuesdsy night and up till about
four o'clock yesterday afternoon, in scour-
in the country for the convict Kenny, who
escaped from the chain gang on Tuesday
afternoon. Officer Mjlle:h:ndd Decectil\;e
Dunstan, working  together during the
afternoon, ﬁnﬁ'l’yg a?g:ck & clue -which
they followed up without delay, and suc-
ceeded in capturing their man, at
Ten 'Mile point, at about four o’clock.
When ' arrested and returned to the pro-
vincial jail, his ankle was minus  the

ed himself of the emblem of the -prison,

—
The New Law Courts.

and fittings of ' the old Supreme Court

room, from James Bay to the new Law

Courts, is now about completed, and the
d to-

ally op OITOW
afternoon. The interior finishing of the

w courts has been done entirely by Mr.
i i etc., were supplied ‘by.

Sehl and Mr. John Weiler.

Wil Unite

. AMERICAN NEWS.

aCoroNist repre- 1
vening, in regard to the | gshela
ing Company was formed, it will be |

| W.D. Ferris, of Westminster, is in the {tbe
old | “Fimen O, M.P.P., arrived over last
EETT S Soiion, et bt Vi

The capital stock of the ineorpombi%n was | Lea
fixed at $7,000,000, and the principal | net

. 'The work of removing the furnishings |

~ |in the Northwest, has completely

in

to pay running exp and interest 23,- | fined $6, which amount was duly paid by
760 tons of material at an avanie price | a sympathetic friend. :
of $4.00 per ton, to pass over the road| The . case of William Bittancourt,
annually. : ¢ | charged with vagrancy, was on request of
Four dollars is no doubt rather high, | the superintendent of pelice, remanded
but as traffic increases it might be lower- | until m-dag;
ed. T will now endeavor, as nearly as| Bertha Baker, arraigned on a charge of
possible, to show the number of tons of | keeping a house of 1ll-fame, through her
freight that might be carried over the toad | counsel, Mr. nab Stewart, asked for
were it at present in operation. Atthe |a remand of two days, which
same time it must be borne in mind that | was granted, the accused being re-
were railroad construction to begin next|leased on her own recognizances.
season, before it would be ready for traffic | Mollie Adams was also charged with being
the present production of cereals, v an inmate of a bawdy house. Mr. Mac-
tables, etc., would be increased by fully {nab Stewart, who appeared for the de-
one-third : 3 fence, pleaded guilty, but appealed to the
There has been threshed during the past ses- | magistrate for niency, as the girl was,
- he said, a stranger in the city.
i Superintendent Sheppai remarked
that Molly Adams was pretty well known
| all over the coast and proceeded to sketch
her notorious character, but was interrup-
ted by the counsel for the defence, and &
= lively argument ensued. - Finally the
Total... 17,000 tonis. | superintendent was told to proceed, and
Which gives us $68,000, and if we add | narrated how, since her arrival in this
$2,000 for mail service, we have sufficient | city, Mollie had “‘fleeced” a man out of
to pay running expenses, and nearly two | $20. The victim did not, of course, wish
per cent on the investment the first sea- | to appear. His honor remarked that any
son.~ This would leave the government|man who would take a pocketful of m(::ﬂ
to pay the comparatively insigunificantsum | with him, when he visited & resort
of $25,000. This might be considered as | as the one where Mollie waa to be found,
a temporary loan; to be returned with in- | was a fool, and imposed the usual fine of
terest, as 1 am satisfied ‘that before|$20, which was paid instanter.
the expiration of twenty years, the| A case of fast driving over James’ Bay
annual freight traflic would amount to | bridge was next called, but remanded un-
between 75,000 and 100,000 tons of ma- | til to-day, as defendant was not in court.
terial. : Last on the docket was the case of “*Jack
I will now proceed to state more speci- | the Ripper,” a Nanaimoite summoned to
fically wherethe increased production may | appear and prove that he was not a vag-
be expected to take place, and that with- | rant if he could. “The Ripper” scorned
out taking into -consideration at all the | to notice the summons, however, and was
different mining camps, viz., Cherry, | not in attendance. An officer was sent to
Rock, Granite and Mission creeks, as the | the door of the court room, and his thrice
possibilities there are so grest, in view of | repeated call of ‘‘Jack the R?c.” awak-
the probable development of the quartz [.ened no response from that celebrated in-
industry, that they can hardly be calca- | dividual, although it caused the - pedes-
lated upon. ; _ . | trians who listened to stop and gaze in
In the Spallumcheen valley proper, the | curiosity and alarm.
grairietl:ndd has been fai 5'(.)%10 utilized, s e
ut as this does net ex: ,000 acres at CS TERS, : .
the outside, and the valley is estimated & i NPI.“— e
contain over 100,000 acres, the compara- | Local and General Happenings Gathered Up
tive future possibilities may be looked and Presented in a Readable Shape.

upon as very great.  As w proach the .
Oiomngqnzmqmy.w? ﬁ.&'&,‘ uantity | ~ The choral society met at their rooms
of prairie land immediately avail whm“"ﬂp‘ X
not yet utilized, ‘much more extensive. | ~Anothercase of . has made its
The wmhmﬂx AP o P
~ find xg.._ Columbia will shortly be organized in this
L SR e foucer 4t e s Donial M

tenl:lnive rulmhte:, with land of unsur
quality. In the vicinity of Vernon,
up the Coldstream n.ll:;, ing may
yet be considered in its i S
that 1 am putting it quite fairly in saying| = Wi

$hak Wichim A Ykl of s iniles of blatant cowboy salvationist, was tried on
non, as much grain can be raised, as is at |8 charge of obtaining money under false
present produced in this whole district. 1f mamtheNmmo?olmoom«n
we proceed to the Mission Valley, I think y, and the case dismissed.

that T am just as fair in ssying that double The members of the Y. P. L. A, of 8t.
thi.qmu%evy could be produced in that | Andrew’s Presbyterian Church held their
section. We must admit that wheat: pro- { usual weekly entertainment last evening
duction now has received a severe ﬂ in the school-room.

through the action of the Columbia Flour- | was provided by the

throagh the sction of the Columbia Flour. | was »
por bushel, whilst ui?’-?ﬂni’;é b ho bost

30 lbs.

large quan this fruit are
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