even relieved by the famntost WW""‘“
applanse; ~ The pastime of *splitting

straws,’ in which the Opposition excel,|

was again indulged in st the first oppor-
tunity, sud it is presumed that the busi-
Tess” House is to be delayed by

many repetitions’of this unseemly exhibi- | 1i®

tion,. Am air of business pervades the
“Government benches in striking contrast
to the obstructionist features which look
out into space from the seats of the seven
Opposition membets, to say nothing ef the
belligerent  attitude which characterizes
the ‘“third party "—the member for
Comox. :

CLOSE OF THE DEBATE.

The diseussion of the address, which
began on Monday, closed yesterday. The
Government came out of the fight with
flying colors and have more reason than
ever to enjoy the confidence of ~their
supporters and the country. The Oppo-
gition attack was most discreditable,
owing largely to the presence in the
House of T. B. Humphreys. The party
which is saddled with such. a nondescript
is indeed deserving of the utmost sym-
pathy. His low, cowardly insinuation
with reference to the Hon. Mr. Turner is
not, we have reason to believe, relished
by the mere gentlemanly members of the
Opposition. The difference between Mr.
Turner’s remarks and those of Mr. Hum-
phr;ayu was that what the former said was
true and what the latter said false. The
public are aware of the character of both
men as citizens, and can readily judge
between them. The attack of the Oppo-
sition generally was very weak and their
arguments did not in the slightest degree
affect the Government’s position; the ad-
ministration have been proved to be wise,
liberal and progressive. The references
to the recent colliery disaster at Welling-
ton were not only fallacious but cowardly.
They were meant to hurt Mr. Dunsmuir
and through him the Government, but the
poisoned arrows of the barbarian foe
failed to reach their mark. In making a
point of the late Mr. Raybould’s bill be-
ing thrown out,the members of the Oppo-
sition showed a lack of familiarity with
the question which, under the circum-
stances, wasinexcusable. Thatbillprovided

. that the firemen should be examined by

the miners. Now miners can examine the
workings at any time, and as a matter of
fact they do, while the Iﬂspector makes a
monthly visit. Only a few days before the
late accident a deputation, in accordance
with. the usual custom, visited the
mine and pronounced it in excellent
order. =~ Then, too, firemen visit the
workings at every shift and make a rigid
examination. All these provisions are
strictly carried out, and this being so it is
difficult to see what better safeguards for
the protection of the miners can be had.
As a blown out shot was the cause of the
explosion it is really difficult to see what
Mr. Raybould’s bill had to do with it.
Whatever practical suggestions can be
made to that end will, however, receive
the careful consideration of the Govern-
ment. These matters seemed never to
have been known te the Opposition
speakers, and, while exposing their utter
ignorance of the whole subject, they gave
the Government an opportunity to make
the situation clear. The object was, of
course, te injure the Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir
whoso kind heart has hardly yet recover-
ed from the terrible shock, which the un-
timely death of so many of his employees
caused him. 1t is unnecessary at this

time to speak of the great financial loss
which he sustained. The cruel words went
wide of the mark, for that gentlemanmust
feel, as his friends do, that he has always
been actuated by an earnest sense of his
duty. In the verdict of the coroner’s jury | ed.
te of character
for his mines, which is a sufficient answer
to the diatribes of that gentleman’s villi-
Oppositions speakers
were thoroughly ashamed of themselves
after the matter had been explained to
them was evidenced by their withdrawing
the amendment. It is an open secret that
this was done because several of the more
fair-minded members declined to place
their names on record as voting for it. A
more miserable exhibition than was made
has seldom been witnessed on the floor of
The only vesult of the dis-
cussion was that some dozen amendments
were offered and in no case did the Oppo-
sition number mere than seven; in some
instances it was less. The Government
had a solid support of seventeen members. -

Mr. D r has a certifi

fiers. That the

the House.
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LOCAL BRIEFS.

The steward of the Royal Hospital ac-
knowledges the receipt of a package ef

clothing from Mr. Amor DeCosmos.

The man who was infected with small-
pox on board the steamer Courser at Port

Townsend, died on Sunday night.

A new im
named E. M
terday by Officer Mitten and ch:
being in
fraud in Seattle.
to-day: o

The reference in THE CoLoNisT to Mr.
Fell's remarks on Sunday afternoon is
quite accurate. He said all that was im- nt this privil
puted to him, and would have probably | order to avoid the chmceno? losing the
said a great deal 1nore if he had not been scti
on the stage to

'imes, a8  usual, is

uested before gois
r::%ﬂ; it short.” fgheng'
simply untruthful in its criticism.

rtation from the Sound,
mough, was arrested yes-
1 arged with
on of $110 obtaired by
He will have a hearing

learned last night, -

———

~ At the R. C. Pre-Cathedral yesterday
morning Mr. F. McLellan was married to
Miss lg Donnelly, by Reyv. Father
Laterne.

On Monday night at E;quimnlr,, Dr.J.
L. Hall nndy Miss ',F,mny Beegan were
united in marriage by Rev. Donald Fraser.

R SR

of December, kindly furnished us by Dr.
Milne, show the following :—Eleven males
died and seven females. Of the males,
one died from typhus, four constitutional,
five local and one violent death. Of the
females ~ one was zymotic, four local and
two developmental, ;
e

Recovering.
The Seattle P.-I. says: Charles E.
King, the unfortunate man who, while
crazed from the effects of ‘drink, cut his
throat from ear.te ear and endeavored to
tear open the bleeding wound with his
hands, is nowin a fair way to. recover,
provided he does not go off on anether
tangent and finish up the job which he so
industriously commenced.

R B

P. 0. Home.
The donations for the month of Janu-
ary are.as follows: Dripping, *‘The Hall;”
book and drawing slate, Miss Musgrave;
matches, Mrs. Loves; picture beok, Mrs.
Powell; cakes and pies, St.” Andrews &
Oaledonian Society; clothing, Mrs. John
Nicholles, Mrs. E. B. Carmichael, Mrs.
Henry Brown; cakes, Victoria Bachelors’
Dancing Club; wool neckties,Mr. Hutche-
son;flannel nightshirts, Mrs. Musgrave.

PR
o A Mine Shut Down.

A private dispatch received from Nanai-
mo yesterday says that the East Welling-
ton mine has been shut down and the
miners ordered to draw rails and take up
tools, - Mr. W. H. Chandler, £he superin-
tendent of the mine, went up yesterday
and the situatien will. be better - defined
when he. once more takes_ hold.  He has
been visiting San Francisco and came up
on the Elder on Monday.

A 3
Too Early.
One of Mr. Semlin’s constituefts ar-

day about 9 o’clock a. m. by special invi-
tation, to hear the hon. gentleman orate
on the Speech = After taking in the beau-
ties of the grounds, in rather a hasty man-
ner, accompanied by a mounted official,
the visitor was politely steer-ed to the
western gate-and invited to call again.

Mol A

Obituary.

Mr. and Mrs. D. R. Harris are called
upon to mourn the loss of their youngest
child, Alexander Hickley, who died yes-
terday morning at the residence of Lady
Douglas, James Bay, at the age of one
year and four months and a half. The
baby had been ill only a few days and the
news of his demise was received with
sorrow by the friends of Mr. and Mrs.
Harris, who have the deep sympathy of
all'in their hour of bereavement. The
funeral will take place to-morrow and the
remains will be laid at rest in the family
vault, Ross Bay Cemetery. :

e L

The Crofters.

The Montreal Gazette’s London cable
says: The agitating crofters in the High-
lands are hulding meetings to condemn
the British Columbia emigration scheme
and entreating all the people of the high-
lands to oppose emigration while a single
acre available for cultivation lies waste in
their native country. Little doubt is felt,
however, that voluntary emigration is re-
garded by the Government as the one
effectual remedy, and that if British
Columbia - accedes to the Imperial offer a
large number of crofters will be glad te
exchange misery and starvation for com-
fort and plenty.

To be Released.

The United States authorities have re-
ceived orders to have the schooner Sylvia
Handy, seized in Seattle harbor, releas-
It is thought on the Sound that not
one of the schooners seized will be sold.
J. C. Nixon informed a Post-Intelligencer
reporter that Capt. Morrisley had bonds
for the release of the W. P. Sayward and
further said that that schooner and the
Sylvia Handy were the ones Morrisley
was particularly interested in, and he
thought he had bonds for the release of
both. He thought it will only be a few
days until the order for the release of the
Sayward arrives. It is also the gentle-

are playing into the hands of the Alaska
Commercial Company and are endeavor-

the far north.
A I

The China Steamers.

The following is an extract from an
official letter received yesterday by Capt.
Webber, in reply to one from him report-

Victoria by the present Customs regula-

the steamers running. between here and
China net to call at Victoria :

the Victoria anthorities demand the full
cause delay which was never contemplated.

landing mails, passengers and

under the inspection of the Cust
cers only. The same privilege is
at Southampton to the North

House being i
authorities should gra

at Vi
point in connection with the d

tch' of

The mortuary statistics for the month|

| summeons and was

rived at the-government buildings yester-

man opinion that the U.S. Government

ing to make it very unprofitable for all
others who attempt to do any business in

ing the difficulties and delays caused at
tions, and which have forced him to order

*“I am sorry to see that you still find

Customs entries and clearances of our
steamers at Victoria. This certainly must

The Cunard and White Star steamers call
in and out at Queenstown, receiving and

ofti-
ted

Lloyd steamers; en route vo Hamburg and
Bremen, without entry at the Custom
required, consequently no

delay is incurred. Certainly the Viotterin
ege, in |-

, the most vital

. 11
boldt street), met with an accident y
prono; fatal. Several sticks of cord-
wood fell from a pile and struck the poor
girl on the back, inflictiug internal in-’

mother at

and was attending on her dyi
e family

the time of the accident.
are in indigent circumstances.
R
Volunteer Gymnasium,

The gymnasinm which has been recent-
ly started in connection” with the volun-
teer artillery in this city, will be opened
for the first time on Friday evening next
at the drill shed. Quite a complete
equipment has been purchased, and every
member will find something - to suit his
g&rﬁou]u idea of muscular development.

t is rumored that some of “the more am-
bitious have serious thoughts of ultimate-
1y being able to ‘‘tackle” the famous
strong man of ‘‘C”’ battery.

Sl -
Police Court.

Wm. King, a] red on a summons is-
sued at ’tll:leg ingtl;:ace of Officer Mitten,
charging him with driving faster than a
walk over James Bay bridge. Fined
6 ¥ red imils

- . raser a on a siu T

lso fined $2.60.

Ah Fon, was charged with being of un-
sound mind. = His case was adjourned fer
further hearing.

For being drunk Frederick Flynn was
was fined $6 or one week, and Jennie, an
Indian woman, charged with being in
possession of an intoxicant, was remanded.

SRS
Death of Mr. Wise.

At St. Joseph’s Hospital, yesterday
morning, at ‘the age of years, Mr.
George Wise passed away. ‘He had been
a sufferer from heart disease, and but a
short time ago entered the hospital, hop-
ing to gain relief and rest. His death,
however, was not unexpected.

The late Mr. Wise came to this city in
1882 and edited the Evening Post. He
was subsequently appointed government
agent at ?a.le, and later on registrar ef
the supreme court at New Westminster,
holding the latter position at the time of
his death. - He was born in London and
held a prominent position in the employ
of the East India Company. He leaves
a wife who lovingly ministered at his bed-
side during his &nesn, and many friends
to mourn his loss.

ittt
Donald’s Fame.
Many reports of  the immorality of the
city of Donald have gone abroad through
Canada and - the world.  Through the
freely-flowing pen of the oriental corres-
pondent that city has repeatedly been pic-
tured as Satan’s own resort. This judici-
ous advertising en the part of correspond-
ents te eastern - journals, “has made the
city as famous in not only the American
continents, but in Europe, Asia and Af-
rica, as the Dominion of Canada itself.’
Even Carter Harrison referred to the im-
morality of Donald, and he had lived and
been mayor of Chicago. It is possible
and altogether probable that Mr. Harrison
pictured the city of the mountains in most
brilliant vermillion, that people mighi
think there existed in, full bloom a more
wicked city than Chicago. In this, how-
ever, he failed. But the citizens of Don-
ald are waking up to the injustice heaped
and forced upon them. They' are indig-
nant at the magnified prevarications pub-
licly promulgated about their young city,
and heralded over land and sea.  There
is aclass of citizens in Donald who are
loyal and - law-abiding, and they resent
these vile attacks.—Medicine Hat Times.

MARINE.

Steamer Belle arrived from New West-
minster yesterday morning.

Ship America arrived at San Francisco
on Sunday from Nanaimo with coal.

Ship Valley Forge sailed from Che-
mainus for San Francisco on Friday with
a cargo of lumber.

Cﬁﬁer Empire, for East Wellington,
and ship Great Victoria, for Nanaimo,
sailed from San Francisco yesterday.

Some fishermen from Astoria found the
wrecked Gleaner Saturday within one
hundred yards of where she went down.

British bark Darra completed her cargo
of lumber at Port Blakely on Saturday
for Sydney at £2. 2s. 6d. per thousand
feet. #”

Caﬁt. Thomas, of the British ship Mer-
ioneth, was presented on Saturday after-
noon, at San Francisco, by a party of
gentlemen, with a handsome flagin hon-
or of his having made the voyage from
the United Kingdom in 96 days—the
fastest on record.

PERSONALL.

J. K. Suter, of the Mainland Guardign,:
was in the city. yesterday. »

Joshua Davies went over to New West-
minster this morning.

Mnrjgr Wilson arriveﬁ gi)m Portland
yesterday morning on the Olympian.

Geo. Berridge and wife have arrived in
this city from New Westminster. Forthe
past twelve months Mr. Berridge has been
bookkeeper and business r of the
Columbi He to Victoria as
bookkeeper for the British Columbia Sta-
tionery Co.

The Rev. Mr. Hamel, rector of Laval
University, and Mr. “Begin, principal of
Laval Normal school, 8 DATTOW escape
from death in the Chicoutimi district in

passengers, mails and cargo.”—¥ ancouver
News, ~ ¢

Ta and has

juries. - Miss Ross is only 17 years of age poshls
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8 will be loaded at once: | - Mr, S
er, the manager of the
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wfuume& in the several shafts
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worked without Chinese underground. .
The Crofters. S
An Empire cable of Jan. 31st says: It
‘seems that the reports received in Canada
exaggerate the extent of the crofters’ op-
position to the Canadian celonization pro-
It'is true enough that there are
some crofter agitators urging resistance to
emigration; but the wisdom of such a
licy is openly doubted by many High-
mad leaders. . Macrae, a leading

now in Canada, -declares that he and
others desire to see a systém of voluntary
emigration. All they insist on is that
crofter delegates shall previously inspect
the land proposed for settlement, and that
‘emigration shall be by townships. This
is provided by the British Columbia
scheme.  The Imperial government is
still awaiting the reply of the provinge to
its offers of a lean.
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On Monday®Patriarch’ H. V. Muller,
G. 8. W.;and A. F, Hoska, G. H. P., of
the Grand Encampment of Washington
Territory, paid Vancouver Encampment
No. 1 of this city a fraternal visit. After
viewing the different points of interest-in
and about the’city in company with a
number of the brethren, they attended
the regular meeting and conferred the
various degrees on several candidates.
The brethren subsequently adjourned to
the New England restaurant where a
sumptuous banquet had been prepared by
mine host, Bro. Young. Ample justice
having been done = the many good
things provided,the usual toasts were pro-
posed and responded to very happily, the
brethren dispersing well satisfled with the
pleasant evening passed.

coale
The Overdue Sapphire.

Capt. Palmer,of the ship Belle O'Brien,
which arrived at Port Townsend on Sun-
day from San Diego, reports that he
passed a schooner of eastern build on Jan.
20th, 100 miles northwest of Cape Mendo-
cino, which was lying-to under storm try-
sails,  He thonght something was wrong
and ran down te her, but seeing ‘people
on the deck resumed his course. Her
foremast-head was fished and both the
top-masts were gone. This was the con-
dition the Sapphire was in when she left
San Diego. Capt. Trass of the ship Nor-
mandy, now at Port Townsend, thinks
the Sapphire is safe as he was 47 days
coming from San Diego and he considers

J that with the weather, which was the

worst he ever experienced in his eighteen
years service on the coast, the schooner
could not reach Victoria in anything like
the time expected of her. The schooner
is now out 49 days.

dnitE S
The R. P. Rithet.

The steamer R. P. Rithet, which has
been on the Star shipyard ways all win-
ter, has been undergoing a most complete
repairing. In fact her hull has been re-
newed in many places, while new knees
and beams have been put in, new deck
beams, new longitudinal bulk heads and a
newdeck from the stem to the engineroom.
The guards, all over, have also been re-
newed. The saloon deck will also be over-
hauled, the staterooms fitted up in a most
elegant manner and all modern improve-
ments added. The engines, although in
excellent condition, considering their
long usage, will receive every attention-as
soon a8 the boat is launched, which will be
in about two weeks. 'Many people won-
der wherein the strength of this vessel
lies and some consider her entirely unsafe.
But such is not the case, as she has the
most complete system of longitudinal in-
ternal strengthening, which extends al-
most, her entire length.  Another advan-
tage is that she has twenty-three water-
tight compartments. The. present is the
first thorough repairing the steamer has
had since she first came eut, over six years
ago, and considering the many holes she
has made in the banks along the river and
wharves and her collision with the old En-
terprise, she has stood the test very well

e
M. and Mme. de L’Aubiniere.
From letters received we learn that M.
and Mme. C. A. de L'Aubiniere have re-
cently held an exhibition and sale of their
British Columbia sketches and pictures in
Montreal, the result of which have been
highly satisfactory in every way. The
great attraction of the collection, an un-
usually large and grand water-colour by
Madame de L’Aubiniere, entitled ““The
Harvest of the Poor,” which was sent for
from New York expressly for this exhibi-
tion, has been purchased by Sir Donald
A. Smith, the enthusiastic art-lover
who paid the extraordinary price of
$45,000 for a picture by the French
painter, Jules Breton, ‘‘Les Communi-
cantes,” at the great Morgan sale a year or
two ago in New York. Sir Donald pos-
sesses a fine ‘gallery of old and modern
masters, and the Moutreal papers con-
gratulate him heartily on his most recent
acquisition,
painting measures five feet by nearly four,
& most unusual size for a water-colour, and
represents a grouf) of six or seven French
t women gleaning in a large open
E:rvest field at the close of day. The
Montreal Gazet'c says of this work: *¢ “The
Harvest of the Poor’ is a noble picture of
very exceptional power, and one would
fain linger before it in silent contempla-
tion.  There is an indefinable something
in the quiet, subdued scene which draws
you to it again and again. It is a painted
poem, the technitgue perfect, the handli
masterly, while the pose and drawing of

each figure is a study.” ;

Victor Hudon, a wealthy capitalist, has
applied to parlisment for a charter to con-
structa line of railway connecting differ-
ent: points of the'island of Montreal with

which means | the city.  ©

Provincial Solicitor-General _Duhamel

testimonial 1 the shape of a purse of |;
mbhéyunok»df;mq: .f % °

apirit among the Lewis crofters, who is|;

Madame de L’Aubiniere’s 1

- Hon.  Mr. Humphreys did not believe
‘that the expenditure was in favor of th:
workingmen but the reverse. :

* Col. Baker said that there had been an
increase rather than a decrease in the
general revenue of the province in the
year 1887 over that of 1886. In the latter
1t was $5614,719.62, while in the former it
was $541,516.95.

Mr. McLeese thought that if the pro-
vincial revenue tax was more sharply
looked after it would have a better show-

ng.
Hon. ‘Mr. Dunsmuir said- during' the

was over $4,000 paid in - provincial
revenue. There were a great number of
men: then on the mainland railway work.
These men were not now here, and that
was what caused the decrease. Had it not
been that a large number of permanent
settlers came in the revenue would have
still further decreased. i

Hon. Mr. Turner said on the whole it
would be seen that there had been a con-
stant increase in révenue from 1879 up to
the present year. The apparent; decrease
in 1885 was owing to the falling off in
Iand sales. - But on the whole there wasa
steady increase. He was not sufficiently
conversant with the eauses of the falling off
in the provincial revenue tax, but thought
the decrease resulted in the way referred
to by the hon. member from Nanaige. It
had fallen off during the last year $3,000,
but he thought that there would be a very
good showing this year. The di ion

construction of the Island ‘railway there had

on

pay an out-
nal

‘this had borne heavily on the

4 ﬁeroonntry could show so grea

of public works and extent of roads

the ot?o 1 ; , and ]
whole the province ‘last year had a fairly

6od crop, and it was cause fer congratu-

tion. He deprecated the style of the
Opposition members in wasting words on
very small matters. The honorable men:-
ber for Comox seemed to delight in wrest-
ling with a mass of words, and was never
more happy than when listening to the
sound of ){m own voice. The member
from Westminster district had referred to
the prices of hay and the shortage of
crop. - The new markets in his district
ted an i d mption
and this was not chargeable to ashortage.
These new markets had also greatly en-
hanced the value of the lands in' the
Delta and Richmond districts. He re-
gretted that the Opposition should waste
the time of the house with frivolous and
stupid amendments such as the oneat
present submitted. -

Mr. Fry said he had heard for the first
time to-day that they had had a disastrous
crop. In his district there had been a fair
average crop.. One of the hon. gentlemen
had complained that they had received $8
& ton for hay at one time and mew could
get: $25. 1f the crop had been, smaller,
they had certainly received more than a
return in the enhanced prices secured.
He could only characterize the tactics -of
the opposition as obstructive and simply
with an intent to detain the business of
the house, and while they pursued such
discreditable tactics he would certainly

was premature until the returns up to 31s
December were brought down.. If there
was a depreciation shown then, it would
be time to find faulf. s

The clause passed.

Hon. Mr. Hunmphreys, referring to
clause 3, said thaton Vancouverlsland the
crops were literally burned out of the
ground, . and the statement of a bountiful
harvest was misleading. -

Mr. Martin said he could only allude
to the crops in his own district. ~In the
two years previous to last, the crops were
‘poor in the upper country, and that was
the reason why they required some better
means  of securing water. Last Bession
the hon. member fer Westminster district,
who now opposed the suggestion of arte-
sian wells, had supported it, not for irri-
gation purposes, but for domestic pur-
poses in his own district. The crops on
the Mainland had been most abundant
in the largest agricultural district of the
province. In Okanagon there had been
an average of 3,100 pounds of wheat
grown to the acre.

Mr. Croft said he counld bear out the
statement contained in the address about
the crops in Cowichan, which had been
abundant.

Mr. Anderson, of Saanich, also stated
that outside a light grain crop inSaanich
the crops had been fairly good.

Mr. Higgins said in Esquimalt district
a fair crop had been gathered. 5

Mr. Grant said that taking the province
as a whole the crop had been rather under
the average. The statement should have
been qualified.

Mr. Bole in a happy style stated that
he thought the Government should have
gone a little further. They should have
incorporated some such - words as
the following : ‘‘The ' Government
are gratified  to learn that in the
districts represented by  government
members there has been a bountiful har-
vest (laughter), while in districts repres-
ented by the opposition the Almighty had
frowned upon them and the patient and
industrious agriculturest -had net reaped
the rewards of "his toil.” (Laughter and
applause.) He thought that the gevern-
ment should have credited the good har-
vest in some of the districts to the source
from whence it had been given, rather
than to a beneficent and paternal gevern-
ment.

Mr. Ladner said there could not have
been a bountiful harvest, for two years
ago he had sold hay for $8 per ton,
while this year he secured $20 per ton.
This did not show a bountiful harvest.
He deprecated the fact that California
hay and Winnipeg oats were being
imported into Victoria. He would
move an amendment to the clause.
The.  henorable - gentleman _ exhibit-
ed &  chromo calendar; and . illus-
trated his idea about-the patient agricul-
turist, the point of which was that the
agriculturist had to pay for all (laughter).

There was considerable difficulty, when
the amendment paper had been handed to
Mr. Speaker, to understand what it pro-
posed to do, as it was not stated, and
after some discussion it was handed back
to the hon. mover to place it in an intelli-
gible shape.

After this had been successfully accom-
plished, Mr. McLeese, in seconding
it, stated that there had only
been a quarter crop in his district, and it
was misleading to state the province had
been blessed with a bountiful harvest.
He again referred to the importatien of
foreign flour from Winnipeg and Kam-

oops.

_ Hon. T. Davie said the oppositien hav-
ing nothing to find fault with the govern-
‘ment were inclined to blame them for a
short harvest and to give them no credit
for a bountiful harvest. He had heard of
one farmer who, thinking at' the first of
the season there wss a good crop, had
sold out his stock of hay at $12 per ton,
and felt like kicking himself when it got
up to $20 and $25 per ton.

Mr. Ladner wanted the name.

Hon. Mr. Davie said he did not care to

D8 | give it, but the honorable gentleman pro-

bably knew who was meant. It was usual
in previous: addresses to make similar
statements as to that contained in the:
clause under discussion, and he could not
see the ground for objection. It had been
contended - that the ; had

voté against them (hear, hear).  The
clause was an innocent one, and he cer-
tainly would vote to retain it in its. pre-
sent shape (applause).

Mr. Semlin again stated his opinion
that the taxes had been considerably in-
creased in his district, and that there was
a decided opposition to the increase.

Mpyr. Orr said, as a representative of the
largest agricultural district of the prov-
ince, he had to take exception to the
clause. His constituents had eomplained
rof the increase of taxation. There were
markets as well as increased prices, but the
means of getting to them were notnumer-
ous enough. * Some of the farmers had to
allow produce to go to waste in ‘conse-
qlneuce. He did not think that the
clause should pass.

Hon. Mr. Robson said if the paragraph
in- the address had expressed regret that
there had not been a bountiful harvest,
the Opposition would  bave had good
ground for objection and would have
greedily taken hold of it. So far as the
increase of  taxation was concerned
no member on the Government side had
claimed there was mnot an increase.
There was an_increase on realty of from
$to 4 per cent; on personal property of
from 1-6 to 4 per cent; on income tax
from 4 to § per cent, and 2} cents per
acre on wild land. This was not’ an
impertant increase and would not amount
as a.whole to more than $38,000 per year.
The house in its wisdom had decided the
increase by a vote of 18 to 6, and with
such a vote it might well be. said that it
was decided by the wisdom of the house.
Among those who voted for it was -his
henorable colleague, Mr. Orr, and he
could not understand how he could now
turn completely round and dissent to it.
He believed with the honorable member
from Cowichan that this discussion was
simply trifling with the time of the house.
His information was totally different
from that of the junior member for New
Westminster district, and so far as he
could learn the harvest in that district
was a good one.

Mr. Orr in- explanation said he had
stated that he voted for the increase last
session, but at the time had not thorough-
ly considered the increase that would re-
sult. ' Since then a large number of his
constituents had spoken to him in refer-
rence to the matter complaining that it
was burdensome.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that he had con-
versed with the principal farmers of the
district, and- they had expressed them-
selves as quite content with the increase
made. Of course he had had little con-
versation with the . few Opposition
growlers quoted by his hon. colleague,
but he was assured that the general feel-
ing of the farming community of -West-
minster district- ‘was favorable to the
Government's course in this matter.

Hon. Mr. Turner remarked that 50 per
cent at first seemed a large figure, but
when it was placed in another way it as-
sumed quite & less startling aspect. The
man who owned $1000 real estate pre-
viously paid $3.33, and now only paid $5;
on $1000 personal property the former
tax was $2, the present $3.33. And if a
man objects to pay sosmall an amount
on his personal estate he should not stay
in the country (hear, hear.)

The amendment was read as follows:
*“That we rejoice to know that there has
been a bountiful harvest for the patient
and industrious agriculturist and gladly
receive the information, if authentic, that
there has béen a’good market, but we re-
gret that a deceptive financial policy has
greatly added to the burden of his taxa-
tion.”

On the question being put as to wheth-
er the original clause should stand, the
am;ndmant was lost by a vote of 17
to 7.

Clauses 4, b, 6 passed.

Referring ‘to clause 7, Mr. Grant
said he believed the government
should be prepared with a fund
to indemnify people who were losers
.tnl’m tﬁv sealing industry by seizures.
tiate their claim to jurisdiction over the
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Hon. Mr. Turner was astonished at the
course the discussion had taken on the
loan. He did not propose to fully discuss
it at present; when the papers came down
to the house he would go ‘more fully into
it.  One honorable gentleman had stated
that he (Mr. Turner) could not have
floated the million loan at par on the
London market.  He was sorry that he
could not. The loan was floated before
he had taken his present position in the
government, bub he thought the loan had
been admirably . Where previously
loans had been floated at a discount and
at a high rate of interest, the million dol-
lar loan had been floated at par, and the
credit: of the proyince had since that ad-
vanced so that the lean was now quoted
at a premium. He had also been accused
of mnot” being able to cast up a
sum in- long division by the member
from Comox. He must confess that:-he
did not know how to accomplish sucl ia
feat. (Laughter.) He was not aware of
the financial ability of that hon. geuntle:
man, for he had had no financial trans-
actions “with him and was glad of it.
(Laughter.) = The hon. gentleman had
evidently only get as far as addition. But
with regard to the million dollar loan, he
could only term it as having been admir-
ably placed and an honor to the gentle-
man who was then financial minister.
(hear, hear.) = The ‘capitalists of the old
country were well aware how the prov-
ince’s finances were conducted, and he had
no doubt that'if they were in the hands of
gentlemen oppesite, they would soon find
that provincial bonds would not be quoted
at 8o fair a price-as that which they now
brought. (Applause.)

Mr. Semlin said the clause making it
permissive to float a million came from
him after the second reading. He was
glad that it had resulted so well.

Hon. Mr. Robson said his hen. friend
must have a bad memory. The loan was
floated ~during : his term as finance
minster, and he could well remember
how ~opposite members had ridiculed his
suggestion that the bonds could be floated
at a premium at five per cent; and it was
his (Mr. Robgon’s) suggestion that the
clause was inserted making it permissive
to float a million instead of $500,000. He
was ridiculed at the time, but the bonds
had not only been floated at par but at
the low rate of, 4% per cent.

Mr. Semlin still contended that he was
the originator of the happy suggestiea.

Hon. Mr. Robson said that the per-
mission to borrow a million was proposed
by him in caucus, and resulted from a
conversation between himself and a gen-
tleman of high financial standing in Vic-
toria. He remembered the circumstances
quite as well as though it was yesterday.

Mr. Semlin still claimed that he was
wrong.

Mr. Grant said that at the time he had
stated Victoria had floated bonds at 4%
per cent, and surely the province could
do equally as well.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys said they were
only doing their duty in opposing every
point in the government’s policy. He
said that if attacked on personal grounds
he would answer back on the same princi-
ple. In his business career he had never
been concerned in a disgraceful failure in
Prince Edward Island before coming to
this province. The honorable gentlemen
had claimed that the loan was floated be-
cause of their ability or respectability,
inferring that they were a better class of
men than had previously occupied the
government benches.

Hon. Mr. Turner said the honorable
gentleman who had just sat down had
referred to personalities being introduced
into the house, while he (Mr. H:) was
the first one to introduce them, and he
believed that they had been applied to
him as a private individual.

Hon. Mr. Huniphreys said that his re-
marks did not apply at all to his personal
or private position, and if he thought so
he would withdraw them.

Hon. Mr. Turner would ask the hon.
gentleman if in the latter part of his re-
warks, where he stated that he had never
been concerned in any disgraceful failure
in the east, if he had meant him ?

Hon. Mr. Humphreys said if, as a par-
liamentary debater, he could insinuate
something within the pale of the rules of
the house, there could be no question
taken to it. d

Hon. Mr. Turner said that if the in-
sinuation was meant for him it was a -di-
rect lie.

Mr. Speaker—I must call the hon. gen-
tleman to order. Such words cannot be
used in this house.

Hox. Mr. Humphreys—I think, Mr.
Speaker—

Mr. Speaker—Keep your seat. I must
have it -distinctly understood that such
language cannot be used.

After considerable cross-firing between
Hon. Mr. Turner and Hon. . Hum-
phreys, the formepmsaid he would take
back the objectiondble expression, and
the latter said if the hon. gentleman took
his remarks as perso he would take
them all back. *Order beifig restored,

Hon. Mr. Davie sgid he thought covert
insinuations of the character made by the
hon. member from Comox should not be
permitted.
Mr. 8

er -said that the question

ould be discussed; he must keep

all strictly within the rules of the house.

~ Clauses 9, 10 and 11 passed without op-
ition

position.

On clause 12, referring to the owner-
ip of the minerals within the railway
belt, and the course’ which the govern-
ment were pursuing in regard to the same.
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thought that it weuld be decit i

1} appeal to the

ult of ﬂlm:‘f labors, and
: er progress if found ex-
and - ny v.. The committee
to consist - of Messrs . Cowan, Semlin,
Humphreys and Thompson.
fon. Mr. Robson-——To move that
“‘Whereas that it appears that owing to
the illness of Hon. Alexander E. B.
Davie & member of this assembly repre-
senting the 'electoral distriet of Lillooet
has been compelled to leave the province
‘and -cantot witheut great detriment to
his health ‘return during the present
winter. It is therefore ordered that per-
mission be and the same is hereby grant-
ed! to the said the Hon. A. E. B. Davie
to be absent from this assembly during
the whole of the present session.

CAPITAL NOTES.

——— >
Lieut.-Gov. Dewdney . Will be Ap-
pointed Senator of the N. W. T.
PPORLECy CHERA
All Civil Servants Required to Take the Oath
of Allegiance Within a Month or be
Dropped From the Pay-roll.

(From our own Correspondent.)

Orrawa, Feb. 8.—Lieut.-Gov. Dewd-
ney will- be appointed Senator of the
Northwest Territories at the expiration of
his term of office. %

All civil servants have been notified t.
take the oath of allegiance within a month
or otherwise they will be dropped from
the pay-roll.

a3
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Meeting of the Grand Lodge at New Westmin-
ster—The Grand Master’s Annual Report—
This Year’s Officers.

Yesterday afternoon in Oddfellows’
Hall, New Westminster, Grand Master
Davies presiding, the Grand Ledge of the
1.0. O. F. of British Columbia met. 1u
his annual réport Grand Master Davics
expressed his gratification at meeting the
representatives,and referred to the growth
of the order, of which there are now niuc
lodges 1n ' the provines, occupying posi-
tions in all the prominent business cen
tres; and with a promise of a further cx-
tension by the establishment of lodges u
Chemainus, Alberni, Donald, Spalluw-
cheen and another at the city of Vancou
ver. The total assets of all kinds, taking
the reports as furnished to the Grand Sec-
retary as a basis for the two lodges that
have sent no statement, (Westminste
and  Chilliwhack) and -accepting the an-
swers as correct received from the seven
that have replied, are as follows: Total
|assets, $62,381.74; approximated value of
assets, allowing for increased value of in
vestments in  real estate, $78,878.1u,
showing an increased value of assets ol
$16,496.42. The Grand Secretary reportcd
that there was paid for relief per membct
$9.55, and for the 106 members relieved it
would show an average paid of $56.03
It was recommended that the Grand
Lodge pay its Grand Secretary a salar)
commensurate with the labor attached to
the office. The Grand Secretary reported
to the Sovereign Grand Lodge as follows
Current expenses, $5,6562.86 ; investod
funds, $64,828.64. In increase of mew
bership for 1886 we rank 32 on the list o:
54 Grand Lodges. ~We relieved 105
brothers, and stand No. 41 on the list and
ranking No. 39 in amount, having paid
total for relief of $6,5644.75 ; paid f
burying the dead, $542 ; in special relict
we are among the six giving nothinyg
Our total receipts were $13,621, placiu
us No. 38, whose tetal receipts were 30,
062,988.19. The Grand Master refers to
the institution of Tatnai Lodge at Ka
loups, and the laying of the corner ston
of the new Odd Fellow’s Femple at West
minster as the twe most important events
of the year in this jurisdiction. .Among
the recommendations made are the fol
lowing: That officers be elected annually
instead of semi-annually; that decoration
day be fixed at least a month earlier thau
formerly, and that members be admittel
at 18 years of age; that the number
representatives to the Grand Lodge b
reduced; and that the date of meeting !
the Grand Lodge be changed.

ELECTION. OF OFFICERS.

|Special to THE COLONIST.]
The election of officers resulted as fol
lows: Joshua Davies, re-elected Grand
Master; Robt. Scott, Wellington, elected
Deputy Grand Master; E. S. Scoullar,
New Westminster, elected Grand Warden:
Frederick Davey, re-elected Grand Secre
tary; Geo. H. Maynard, Victoria, elected
Grand Treasurer.
W. McColl, New Westminster, elected
representative to the Sovereign Grand
Lodge.
There was a large delegation present,
all the lodges were represented.

LR LS N
-MUNICIPAL COUNCIL.

A meeting of the countil was held las!

evening in the City Hall. Present:

Mayor Grant aud Coun. Braden, Vigelius.

Styles, Wilson, Kelly, Coughlan and

Powell. )

The minutes of the previous meeting

were read and adopted.

RESOLUTION OF CONDOLENCE.

Coun. Braden said before proceeding
with the regular business he had to in
form the council that a very sad affliction
had fallen upon the family of Coun.
Harris by the death of his child and he
would move that a letter of condolence
be sent to Coun. and Mrs. Harris.
Couns. Coughlan and Styles thought as
the funeral is to take place on Friday
that the council should adjourn.
Coun. Coughlan ' seconded Coun.
Braden’s motion which was carried unani-
moulsy. LR ey
Coun. Braden then moved that the
Carried.

H:;Shnyl said he hoped |council adjourn.
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