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One would scarcely credit the flour-
ishing and growing town of Mandeville
—city by courtesy—with a well authen-
ticated and respectably vouched for
ghost story, and yet it had one—has
one perhaps, one might say, for three
of its oldest citizens must join the
choir invisible before it becomes a mat-
ter of pure tradition.

To quote from the geography, “Man-
deville is remarkable chiefly for the ex-
cellent quality of the glazed tiles and
the superior cylinder stoves which it
manufactures in large quantities and
shlps qnuu.\llJ m ull p'uts of the Unit-

7 »
Mandev llle does not set as
store by its ghost as it does by its tiles

muca

laudable liberality, but should any
stranger chance to express his views
on the subject of the finest old man-
slon In its suburbs, Broxton Hall, in
the hearing of Uncle Bennie Braddock,
as half the town calls him, he will be
very apt to hear something that will
astonish him, coming, as it does, from
such very respectable lips, in an atmos-
phere from which one looks for noth-
ing but trade and market quotations.

and stoves, which it advertises with !

Uncle Bennie has reached the remi- !
niscent age, and he always seizes with |

avidity upon the chance to describe

“the most remarkable experience of

my life, sir.”

If his listener happens to be a skeptie |

who has nothing but a veiled sneer for

the Broxton ghost, Uncle Bennie will |

refer him to “Major Dan Mercer, sir (1
guess nobody ever cast discredit on a
statement of his), or Simon, who was

care taker at the Hall after Colonel |
saw what |

Rufus Broxton died. They
1 saw, and I take it that three more

unimaginative men can’t be picked up
|

in all Melton county.”

And so, whether you believe it or not,
stranger, it will be well to comport
yourself respectfully toward the Brox-

ton ghost so long as you are in the

neighborhood of Major Dan Mercer.

The people who live in the handsome
old house itself are not such old world
aristocrats as to consider a ghost good
form in shape of family indorsement.
Whatever they may know or think
about this elusive member of their
fine old family they Lkeep strictly to
themselves.

Whether or not the Mandeville ghost
story Is worth relating or listening to
each reader of the following pages
must determine for himself.

CHAPTER L.
THE SHADOW OF DEATIL

When Miss Malvina Spillman, who
lived midway between the small town
of Mandeville and the large estate of
Broxton Hall, saw Dr. Govan for the
second time that day drive rapidly up
the avenue of laurel trees that stretch-
ed from the big outer gates to the very
doorstep of the Broxton house, she lift-
ed up her voice:

“I think Colonel Broxton must be
worse, mother. Dr. Govan’'s gone by
again.”

“Me, me, my, my!”

“That makes twice since breakfast,
and he does not often drive that old
sorrel of his fast enough to lather him.
He is doing it now, though.”

“Twice, Malvina? Me, me! And
that poor motherless boy off at school
the Lord only knows how many miles!”

“l think Thomas has been sent for,
mother. When 1 was up to ask about
the colonel yesterday, Jessy told me he
ad.”

“But maybe he won’t get here in
time. Go back to the window, Malvina.
Something else might happen.”

Miss Malvina’s mother was getting
old and had got deaf. Just now she
was pinned to her armchair with a
sprained ankle. To use her own pathos,
she was nothing like the woman she
uscd to be.

Sometimes Miss Malvina could pro-
Ject a bit of gossip across the room
without having to leave her sewing
machine or ironing board. It depended
largely on the state of the atmosphere
As a rule, she had to filter it carefully
through the perforated ear trumpet
that was swung by a black ribbop
about her mother’s neck.

The wheel of Miss Malvina's sewing
machipe filled the little cottage with
its pleasant whir for o few moments of
renewed activity. Then something else
did happen, and she bustled across the
room once more to report it. Her moth-
er held the trumpet in a state of eager
readiness.

“And Daniel has just gone galloping
by on the colonel’'s black mare, moth-
er.”

“Which way?”

“Toward town. He’ll just kill that
mare, and the colonel loves her next
best to Tom.”

“You say he's on the black mare
Winnie? Why, Brexton never would
have let Daniel or any other man get
astride that brute if he had his senses
about him.” *“Mother” Spillman shook
her white head dolorously and added:
“Gone after Horace Matthews, I sup-
pose. Broxton had better be sending
for the minister, if he is but a poor
erooked stick, and settling his account
with heaven Instead of worrying with
the lawyers at such a time.”

Mrs. Spillman could afford to put her
own estimate upon the new preacher.

#ibe spoke as one who had been in au-

thority. Mandeville had but one ¢hurch,
and for years her husband had filled its
pulpit. She knew every foot of the
ground between Broxton Hall and the
little church over which the “crooked
stick” now presided, to her austere dis-
satisfaction.

The window in which her big arm-
chair was immovably planted gave her
a glimpse of the tiny white steeple in
one direction and the wistaria wrap-
ped walls of Broxton Hall in the other.
Honeysuckle and clematis vines clam-
bered over her window sill. She loved
the scent of them. Bees hummed
about the double petunias and gay
phloxes around her doorsteps. She
could not hear them, but she knew
they were there, so she lost nothing.

The front of the Spillman cottage
was pierced by one door and two win-
dows. Miss Malvina’s sewing machine
occupied one of these. dvidently
events were not moving rapidly enough
for the older woman. She interrupted
the resumed whir of the sewing ma-
chine querulously.

“I think you might give over tuck-
ing a white petticoat when a neigh-
's soul is passing, Malvina, and that
chbor Rufus Broxton. It is a sorry
day for us.”

Miss Malvina looked penitent and put
the lid on her machine as softly as if
the sick man had been in the spare
room of the little cottage instead of in
his own stately four poster a half mile
away.

*“1 meant no disrespect, mother. No-
body thinks more of Colonel Broxton
than 1 do or will miss him worse. It's
just my way to keep busy.”

*“Ah, ah, we'll miss him, Malvinal!
You'll miss him, I'll miss him, and all
Mandeville will miss him. But what
does he want with Horace Matthews
at such a time? Ob, if your own dear
father was only here now!”

“1 guess he wants the lawyer to get
Tom's affairs well in hand. Colonel
Broxton is rich, mother, and Tom is
young—so young and helpless.”

“Only 14 years old, poor lad!”

“And I suppose the colonel is trying
to arrange everything for Tom’s best
interests. I guess he never once
thought, being so well and strong just
a week ago, but what he would be here
himself to look after Tom for many a
long year yet. Jessy says Mr. Mat-
thews and the colonel are just like
brothers.”

“Mother” Spillman jerked her trum-
pet away from Miss Malvina's lips
with fierce petulance.

“Jessy is a gossiping simpleton.
Brothers, indeed! Don’t speak of them
in the same breath. [ know Horac2

Matthews. Then, with shrill, rising
voice, “I know more about Horace

Matthews and Rufus Broxton thau
Jessy could ever find out if her mother
cooked at Broxton Hall till kingdom
come."”

“l1 know my father prepared themn
both for college,” said Malvina proudly

Then quietly she seated herself on a
hassock near her mother and possessed
herself of the pile of gray wool the old
lady worked up into articles of doubt-
ful beauty and undoubted inutility,
just as the whim seized her. In oft
moments Miss Malvina would seize the
needle and hasten the hour of comple-
tion.

Confident of a flood of familiar rem-
iniscence, she settled resignedly to
crocheting. It was her way to keep
busy. Once fairly lavnched on the
backward flowing tide, she could trust
her mother to entertain herself for an
indefinite period of time.

“1 have known Horace Matthewsy
and Rufus Broxton since they were
both boys in knickerbockers and roumd-
abouts coming to Mr. Spillman for
Latin and mathematics. That was be
fore you ever saw the light, Malvina.
They were always together as boys,
and I marveled at it then Rufus
was a handsome, high spirited, clean
souled lad who would have cut off his
right hand if he detected it doing a
dishonest thing. Matthews was just
everything that Rufus wasn't. [ never
understood the liking Broxton had for
him.”

Malvina put in a word for the ma-
ligned. “Mr. Matthews must have been
very winning in his young days, moth-
er. He's got such friendly manners
and he is so dreadfully good looking
even now.”

“Oh, there’s no gainsaying his gzood
looks. They came pretty near landing
him on the topmost round of his ambi-
tion once upon a time. He just missed
being Rufus Broxton’s brother-in-law
and coming in for half of old Marsden
Broxton's estate. When Lucetta Brox-
ton came home from boarding school—
my, but she was something to look at!
--Horace Matthews did not let the
ss grow on the road from Mande-
ville to Broxton Hall.

“He was a struggling young lawyer
then, waiting for his first client. She
was the handsomest girl in the country
and the richest. Before she had been
home a half year they were engaged to
be married. Before she had been home
a whole year she was dead of pleurisy,
contracted by going to a come out par-
ty at DButterworths’, ten miles from
Broxton, wearing her ball dress and
slippers In the carriage.”

As Miss Malvina had not come to
woman's estate without achieving per-
fect familiarity with the melancholy

g

did not intermit the motlon of her nee-
dle to exclalm or bemoan over the
threadbare story.

“Horace Matthews was married in
less than two years after to a girl who
had expectations that were never real-
ized, and Rufus was married a month
later. Both of them lost their wives
about six years later within a month of
each other. Queer, wasn't it?”

To be Continued.

FAIRGROUND.

Crowded out last week.
Mr. W. Lindsay is spenting a few
weeks visiting friends in Aylmer.
We are glad to see our pastor, Rev.
Mr. Jones out again, after a few
weeks' illpess.
Mr. and Mrs. Hall, of Vittoria,
were the guests of Mr. Fulton a few
days last week.
Florence Messicar has returned
home, after spending a few wceks
visiting relatives in Brantford.
Mr. and Mrs. Coarts spent Saturday
and Sunday with the latter’s brother,

Mr. T. Smith, who is very low with
inflamation on the lunge.
Qur new teacher, Mr. Jones, of

Flamboro, commenced his duties here
on Monday, the 15th, We all wish
him success.
——— e
OTTER VAL
Crowded out last week.

The merry jirgle of the sleigh bells
is a thing of the past in this section

Mr. S. McCurdy ha: been engaged
by Mr. R. McCurdy to work the
latter’s farm, he having secured the
situation of teacher in the school at
Jacksonburg.

Mr. A. Bradley attended market at

. Thomas on Saturday.

Rev. Mr France,our former pastor,
is making us a visit, after enduring a
long siege of sickness. We are glad
to know that he has recovered.

SiCK HEADACHE

Positively cured by these
Little Pills,

They also relicve Distress from Dyspepsia,
Indigestion and Too IHecarty E L ver.
fect remedy for Dizzin
Bad Tastein the Mouth, Cc
in the Side, TORPID LIV

he Bowels, Purely Ve

bmail Pill. Small Bose.

_ Smail Frice.
Substitution
the fraud of the dajy.

ta 4l

dn.lu

See you get Carter's,
\sk for Carter’s,
Insist and demand

k/artu S I ittle Liver Pills

Agents:—Our book on South Africa and
the British-Boer War is a regular bonanza
for agents. Pig cheap book. Seils on
sight.  Outfic free.
The Linscott Publishing Company,
Toronto.
Agents :—**Famous Men and Great Events
of the Nineteenth Century.” All the
great battles are described; the greatest
men of the world, in various waiks of life
are introduced; every great event which
has changed the maps and shaped the
destinies of nations is detailed ic glowing
the progress of nations, the

language;
rise and fall of kings; all the greatest in-
ventions and discoveries in the matvelous
panorama of the century are here pre-
sented. It is a wonderful review of the
most remarkable one hundred years in
all the annals of the world. Exceptional
inducements for agents.
BRADLEY-GARRETSON CO.,
Limited,
BRANTFORD.
Agents:—People are ciamoring for an
authetic history o the Boer-British war.
We have a big, cheap book, by two of the
best historical war writers of the world,
sumptucusly illustrated from photegraph
ic views taken on the spot. The only
British Canadian hook. Experience or
capital unnecessary.
The Linscott Publishing Company,
Toronto.
Wanted:—Three young men for special
work, Teachers or educated men pre-
ferred.
The Linscott Publishing Company,
Toronto.
Agents:—A rich and golden harvest for
you. The war in South Africa is the
bloodiest of the century. \We have the
only Canadian book; by Castell Hopkins
an | Murat Halstead; the recognized his-
torical war writers. Our rspreuentnivéa
in South Africa and London supply di-
rect pews and pictures and battle scenes,
[t is authentic and gives information
Canadians want.  Everyboiy buys.
Now the time to commence work.
BRADLEY GARRETSON CO.,
Limited,
BRANTFORSD.

fate of beautiful Lucetta Broxton, she
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PONERANIAN S| [NDER WAY

Halifax City Did Herself Credit
on Saturday Afternoon.

She Gave the }launlol Police and c-v-
buys u Grext Send Of—The Prneonlnl
Was & Thing to Ne NKemembered-—
Some of the Secoud Instalmeut of the
Secend Contingent Take Canine Mas-
cots With Them -¥rom Uther Points.

Halifax, N.S., Jan. 29. — The
steamship Pomeranian sailed on Sat-
urday at 5.30 p.m. for South Africa,
with the second instalment of the
second battalion of the Canadian
Mounted Rifles on board. The event
was marked by a great display of
enthusiasm on the part of the peo-
i ple.  Thousands cheered themselves
hoarse as the gallant stalwarts of
the Northwest Mounted Police and
the cowboys from the ranches march-
ed on board the transport. The band
of the Leinster regiment furnished
music, and as the troops marched
to the wharf and embarked there
were cheers from tens of thousands
of throats. The departing troopers
were in good spirits, and responded
with vigor to the cheers which were
given on their departure.

Taking Mascots With Them.

This instalinent of the battalion
consists of men enrolled at Prince
Albert, Battleford, Regina, Mooson-
in, Fort Mcl.eod, Qu’Appelle, l.eth-
bridge, Medicine Hat, Maple Creei,
Calgary and Edmonton.

The men wore their khaki uniforms
all accoutrements, including revol-
vers, cartridge belts and pouches,
rifles, etc., and it was the intention
for the men to march through the
strects with their great coats over
their arms, but on account of the
cold weather the men were ordered
to don their heavy coats. This was
done, and the khaki uniforms were
consequently hidden from the view
of the people who gathered on the
line of march. Rifles were strapped
across the men’s backs.

“D"”  squadron are taking with
them a large, fierce looking boar-
hound as a mascot. “C’” squadron,
the reverse, a pretty little Irish ter-
rier, which, in the proce

% sion, was
bedecked with ribbons and several
ladies dancing slippers dangling

around its neck.
Will Huve Fresh Lamb.

The Pomeranian is taking 100 live
lambs from Halifax to be killed on
the trip. out. Best of order pre-
vailed at embarkation, there being
a guard of 120 from Leinsters and
25 men from R.A.R., respectively,
under command of Majors Buck and
Staflord. After the men had embark-
ed, which did not take as long
expected, those who had admission
tickets went into the dockyard and
had the opportunity of witness-
the the parting scenes. To looik
upon the decks and bulwarks of the
troopship lined with men, who re-
turned the deafening cheers of the as-
semblage, inspired a deeper feeling of
patriotism. From all along the
water front in the vicinity of the
dockyard, round after round of con-
tinuous cheering could be heard echo-
ing across the water.

THE STRATHCONA HORSE

Will Comprise 536 Men of All Ranks and
563 Horses,

Ottawa, Jan. 29. — The Strath-
cona Horse willl comprise three

squadrons. There will be 25 officers,
36 non-commissioned and 475 men,
or 536 men and 563 horses.

By the Monterey.

Montreal, Jan. 29. — The Elder-
Dempster Steamship Company has
been notified that the steamship
Monterey of this line will transport
the Strathcona contingent to South
Africa. The Monterey will sail from
IHalifax about the end of February.

FRENCH LAWYEKRS SANG

““God Save the Quee:

in Rousing Style
at Moutreal.

Montreal, Jan. 29. — A very plea-
sant incident took place on Saturday
evening at the Windsor, where the
fiftieth anniversary of the incorpora-
tion of the Quebec Province bar was
being celebrated by a banquet, some
150 guests, mostly French-Canadians,
being present.  When Solicitor-Gener-
al Fitzpatrick, who presided propos-
ed ““"The Queen’ there was the great-
est enthusiasm, all singing the Na-
tional Anthem with right loyal will.
Just as the guests were about to
take their seats Hon. Judge Mathieu
of the Superior Court suddenly rose
and declaimed a fine French transla-
tion of ““God Save The Queen.”’

As French-Canadians always use
the Tnglish tongue when they sing
the National Anthem, few of the
guests had ever heard the French ver-
sion, and it created the wildest en-
thusiasm. In fact. the learned judge
was again requested later in the even-
ing to repeat the French version of
“God Save The Queen,” and was
once more cheered to the echo.

CONTINGENT CURRENCY.

Lakefield Village raised $125 by a
concert for the patriotic fund
Woodville Council voted $30 to the
National Patriotic Fund.
Hamilton's patriotic fund, for the !
benefit of the members of the Fourth !
Iield Battery, is now $10,607.97 and
has been closed.
Rossland, B.C., ladics gave a ball
in a1d ot the National Patriotic Fund
and $1,400 was rcalized, which makes
tossland’s total S2,500.
The officers at Stanley Barracks at
Toronto are still in  the dark as to
the date of their departure for Hali-
fax

( + Hit the Nall
On the Head.’’

If you have eruptions, pains in the
head “or ﬁdne_vs, stomach {trouble and
feplxngs of - weariness, ““Hit the nail on
the head.”” Hood's Sarsaparilla is the
?mmer fo-use. It will purify your blood.

he masses praise it for doing this and
making the whole body healthy.

Sick Headache—*‘7 was troubled
ith sick headaches. I took Hood's Sar-

saparilla, my husband having been cured
of salt rheun by i, and soon it made me
feel like a new woman.””
SMcAfee, Deerhurst, Ont.

&Mrs. Robert

The Great English Remedy.
Sold and recommended by all
druggists in Carada. Only reli-
Sackoges. guetalans., —cate all
care

forms of Sexual Weakness, all effec. f abuse
or excess, Mental Worry, Excessive v of
bacoo, Opinm or Stimulants. Mailed o1, ‘ceipt
of price, one packa; '.six, §5. wils lcau.
8% wilk cure. Pamp free to any add
The Woo: nany, Windsor, Oni-

Sold in Aylmer by J. E, Richards, the
l)

I} THE LARGEST AND BEST EQUIPPED LIVERY

O AU e pu bvcriima .Jﬂ
sbout Uuyh. s Linimient —
St. T omne, August 27, 1829,
J. W. Doy e,—
Dear Sir,—In reply to yours «f the 23¢d
inct:—1 sm as wel us [ was ut niueteen
years of age. Have not had sny symplome
of Rheumatism wince I hive beuen using
your Lunment. Furth-r—While wheeling
to Port Ntunley I came mto collision with
aaother wneel.nun and ivjured iny knee «0
that 1t awelled to twics 1ts watural size
The dector said it would have to be tapped,
I s1iid I thought noi—that [ had Doyle’s
Liniment. He wanted to know wnhat the
d——1 that was. [ tolt him to cudl in a
couple of days an | I wonll snow him. He
calted, und | show d him wmy knee, from
which the swelling had ail disappeared. He
said—*'Keep right on with what you are
doing.”” I capnot speak too highly of it.
Yours vruly, WM. PALMIRSTON,
of St. Thomas Police Force.
I met with an sccident in the G-T. R
yards, snd nearly broke my ankie. 1t was
sprained 8o badly 1 had great difficulty in
getting home. | got a bottle of Doyle’s
Liniment, and afier thoroughly rubbing for
five days was abe to resume my work
There is no other remedy on the market
equal to it for eprains.
Ricuarp Gouvrn,
G. T. L.
Aug., 31st, 1839.

Yards,
London,
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4 OR SALI—110rcres of choice land, being

parts of lots 23 and 24, in the Tth eonzess-
ion of the !ownship of Ymmouth, about 80
acres cleared, an | well tiled, the balance mostly
in a eugar bush. firted up with the latest ap-
1 l'ances for hoilinz sap, There is an apple
orchard of 4} acres of the choicest winter
frui', ulso & 10t of other fruit consisting of
pears, grapes, berries, &c. The buildings con-
sist of a lnrze two story houss with nll modern
improvements. a new carria e houre, and
stables fit'e1 up with Tisdales latest improved
stuble fittings, large harn and sheds, xmple
ment house. granary, &e, Tre above farm is
offered cheap on sce.unt of winding up an
estate  For further particuiars, avply to C. O
LEARN, Resl FEstate Broker Brown House
Block Aylmer, Oat

STRAYED

“ame on the premises of the undersigned,
lot 31, concession §, Malahide, on or abous
Sep'. Ist, 1899, one yearling heifer, dark
red. Owner Is requested to prove property,
pay charges, and take the animal away,
otherwise it will be sold according to law.

H. Doucuas,
Aylmer P, O.

HORSE

THIRTY-FIVE

POl AL

YERY ST

(M

IN WESTERN ONTARIO,

First-class Turn 0.t

ihe Mounted Infantry at Toronto,
now awaiting orders to proceed to
South Africa, attended St. .lnhn'li
Church on Sunday )

Mr. Robert Graham of ('la\rmnom‘
has received orders to Supurinloudl
the quartering of the horses at Hali- !
fax on Feb. 10. This is taken to |
mean that the balance of the second
contingent will sail about that date.

OF ANY KIND PURNISHED ON THE SHORTES
NOTICE, AND AT THE

Lowest Prices

Stable :—Opposite Town Hall.

L. W. Pierce & Son,

Notice |

Tfo all intending purchasers
of ... X

Pianos

and—

Organs

Either NEW OR SECOND-
HAND, we would esteem iy
a kindness to hear from you,
enquiring re, price and terms
of Heintzman Pianos or In-
strnments thet have been
slightly used. We always
have a large number on hand,
and will be pleased to answer
such letters, giving full parti-
culars, and feel assured you
can save money by writing us.

Heintzman & Co.,

Manvfacturers of High-class
Pianos, 21/ Dundas-st., London,
Ont.

FARMERS

Consult your own_interesv.s and ipsure in the
NORTH AND SOUTH

Drchester Fine Insurance dompaty

Apply to M. E. LYON, Director, Groves
' end, Ont.; or toI. B. HUFFMAN, Agent

‘ Aylmer, Ont.

Upholstering

notice inmodern sty e, done at
moderate prices.

CARPET LAYING AND SEWING
A SPECIALTY.

A.J. SANDERS,

Sydenham-St., 1 door cast Dr. Brown s office

WANTED

ing, to introduce and advertise our goods 1 3
show-cards on fences, along pubhc ruld- ang
i places. No needful. Salary
or commiuion $60 per monﬂx and expenm $2.50 per
Asy. Write at once for full particulars,
THE EMPIRE MEDICINE-CO., Londen, Gt

. OR SALE OR [ XCHANGE—Houre =nd lot
iu the Town of Tilsouburg, bsng lot 49, on
the east side of Ralph Street. The house is one
and cne half stonies, in fair shape, smull barn,
will ‘sell very cheap, and ou easy terms ; or will
exchange for proverty in the Town of Ayimer.
Apply 1at once to C.O. LEARN, Real Estate
Broker,jBrown House Block, Ayiumer, Oat.

FARM FOR SALE.

Being the north half oi lot 34, Concession
8, Malahide, consisting of 100 acres; tem
acres of beech and maple bush; 50 acres
seeded down; 10 acres in fall wheat; 22
acres fall plowed; good frame dwelling
house, 8 rooms and cellar; barn and drive
barn; good hog pen; land,which is clay loam,
and first-clags,is in good state of cultivation;.
i mile from cheese factory; 2} miles from
(,ormv.h. Farm is well tile drained. For
further particulars apply on the premises
or address,
R. McCLINTOCK,
Corinth P. O, Ont.

The Wabash Railway

Is the short and true route from Canada to
the west and southwesr, The great winter
tourist route to California, Mexico, Texas
and all southwestern points.

Every Wednesday at 9:00 p m. a personally
conducted tourist sleeping car will leave St.
Louis for Los Angeles and San Francisco.

The *“Fast Mail” and the ‘‘Continental
Limited,” between Buffals, Chicago, St.
Louis and Kansas City are the finest and
fastest trains ever seen in this country.

Rates, time-tables and all particalars from
any R. R. agent or J. A. Richardson, Dis’t
Passenger Agent, north-east corner King and
Yonge street, Toronto and St. Thomas, Ont.

N. A. Mc aLLum, Agent.

LOW RATES TO

Winter Resorts !

Pacific Coast
Florida
Georgia
Alabama
Virginia
Louisana and
South Carolina

For Deccriptive Guides, Time Tables,

&e., apply to agents G.T.R. system.

M. C. DICKSON,

Dustrict Passenger Agent.
N. A. McCALLUM,

Proprietor

Station Agent..
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