. 1359%

S e S
wife about sdspivion.’” I will suppori the re.
solagion. . .. . o S
‘Hon. Mr. Davies.—I will take this opportu-

nity of giving my ideas on the important sub
ject. biefore the House., I did not hear the ro-
marks of the hon. Leader of .the Governm.ot,
but I do not-agree with  what hds fallen from
geveral hon. members on the Reciprocity Ques-
tion; - I believe that the Memorial of our Gov-|
eroment tu the Licutenant Governor, was pes-
fectly correct, and - that no bon. member of this)
House, or auy .other person, can put his finger
upon oné word in it that was wrong, or in any
WAy anconstitutional; There is no doubt in my:
 mind that the Government aund. House of As-
sembly have been overruléd: by the correspond-
ence on the part of the Lieutenant Governor of
this Colony; who set. his face against our efforts
to obtain free-trade, from the very first. 1 bave
no doubt that gentleman is sincerc in his motives
but the people of this country entertain different
. views from his on the matter, and have a right to
speak for thomselves. -We think that if we had
free trade it would be a great gain to us, and no
injury to.any other party. Ip the first despatch
of the Lieutenaut Governor .to the 8ecretary of
State, on this matter, he says: \ -
¢ These Resolutions were broaght to my notice

" in Council, but I.did net deem it right to hold oub
the slightest hope that Her Majesty’s Gaovern-|
ment would : sanction afy arrangement of this
kind, which did pot include tho other British
North American Provinces.” : L
| For my pazts 1 cannot.see what our .Lieus|
tepant. Governor had to . do with the’ other
Provinces with regard to the mater. In
his. despatch of the 27th "August, .he is
pretty much -eof the ‘same .opinion. The
Colopial Office must think Iis Excellency’s Min-
isters are very deficient in information in regard
to public treaties, for they tcll us that the Colo-
nial Government have no power to make such
treaties, or {0 enter into any arrangement with a
Foreign Power. Extraordinary . information,
surely ; scarcely a boy is to be-found in one of
our schools who does not know  that our Govern-
ment have no power to make a: treaty with.
a foreign country. We allknow that. This picce-of
information is all that is contained in the veply of
the Colonial Minister. Lt is well known that our
‘Government never attempted to enter into an
arrangement. with a Foreign Power. The Ad-
ministeator of tlic Government, I beliove, bighly
approves of .the steps which hawe been taken in,
regard to the matter; and 1 believe we shall yet
enjoy. free trade and resp.more advantages from
it than, anybody expects. . This is what the Lx-
ecutive Couneil have asked.for, and the memorial
shows plainly that they were well aware of their
position and never onge  thought of -epsrming
the right to enter into: a treaty. with a Foreiga,
power. They ask permission from the Imperial
Goverament to grant to American fishcrmen the
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advantages of free tinde. The answerto the Ad-

I ministrator is a8 follows :.#, Yon will hear from me

shortly in reply to your degpatch, and in the mean-
time I would impress upgn you the necessity of
obiserving great caution in touching upon the syb-
ject when you frame your speech to the Legisla-
ture,as I amof opinion that it would not be prudent
for the Goverpment and Legislature of Prince
Edward Island to take any action in the mat-
ter.”” This is merely cautionary advice, and
tells us that the reply will shortly be received.
But, when.that reply came, you may observe
the decided turn which ook place, for the Co- .
lonial. Minister says: * these proceedings might.
have been attended with benefit, if>they had
bean. restricted, as originally intended, to the
mere giving and recgiving of  information on
questicus of trade between Prince EdwardIsland
and the United Staies, &c.,”  Now, we well
know that the Governw¢nt never went farther
than the giving and receiving of information to -
the Committee of Congress.  The latter
were given distinctly to understand that
our government had, beyond the giving of
all necessary information, no right ~to enter
into any treaty whatsocyer, with them. The

answer of the Colonial Minister shows pretty

clearly that our Lieut. Governor had given him
private informaiion on the matter; for in it wo
find the following : 1 think it unfortunate that
the discussion should have been allowed to assume
the appearance of a negociation between a .Col-
oiiial. Government and the Tepresentatives of a
foreign Legislative body.” Again, we find these
words: ¢°1am clearly of opinioun that your Gov-
ernment excecded their proper authority in thus
treating with the Committee of Congress.” Bué
we kngw very well that our Government did not
treat, with the Committee of Congress, and the
Colenial Minister does not answer the question
sent Home by the Administrator of the Govern-
ment in Council. The information which the Col-
onial: Minister - had received, was sent to him by
some party who misyepresented the doings of our
Goverument, and who acted in a very’ unfriendly
manner towards it. The Colonial Minister is very
particular when he speaks of the opinion of Her
Majesty’s Government on the matter, for he writes
thus:  * Hor Majesty's Goveroment are not pre-
‘pared, at the present momeat, to take any steps
in. consequence  of the report of the Executive
Gouncil. | If, however, in the course of time, therg,
should.be a possibility of a gencral arrangement
between the United States and the North Ameri-
can Colonies, the suggestions contained in the re-
port will be borne in mind by Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment, P’ 1 copceive: that this reply is as fa-
vorabie, .as could be expected nnder the circum-
'stances, for we conld pot expect that this great
boon would be,granted us all at once. ~ When the
Congressivnal Committee came down here, certain
at the visit was alla hoax—a
mere political dodge—that as the fishermen of

right of fishing pu our: gousts in . return for the

Massaohussetts werve constituents of Gen. Batles,
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