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INSURANCE MATTERS IN NEW YORK.

(From onr Own Corrr»,ion<lent )

Ntw York, Jan. 4, 1869.
The year just }w*wd into the “ eras and the 

centuries,” though nut signalized liy any great 
event, has not died without a sign. The Presi­
dential election has permanently settled the polit- 
cal status of affairs with us, and determined the 
policy of the country for some years hi come, 
while affairs shroud show that the democratic prin­
ciple continues to work towards the surface, and 
that progress continues to be the law of human 
society. C

Financially, the outlook is encouraging. Our 
hank statements promise an easy money market 
for the spring's business, which is exported to he 
active. The general dividends are large. For 
this point, $52,900,00» are distriliuted in Janu­
ary, including about $1,000,000 by our insurance 
eofii|mnics, and $14,000,000 at Bouton. Our 
railnaul development has lieen active—3,000 
miles having been constructed in 1808. The gen­
eral' domestic trade and consumption have been 
largely stimulated by alaindsut crops, especially 
at the" South. The import trade has not been ex­
cessive, nor prticularly profitable, but it hasdterii 
tree from the disastrous losses of 1866-67.

This is the season of dividends and annual re­
ports by the insurance offices. The New Tork Life 
offices have sixty, days from January 1st to file 
returns, and statement* by the Fire offices must be 
in by February 1st, proximo. The fire statements 
undergo many revisions at the Department ; items 
in the "asset" and “liability' columns being 
frequently disallowed. It wilt, therefore, tie souit 
weeks lieforv a general “synovia" can lie had.

It is the opinion of several exjierienced under­
writers with whom I .have convened, that the fire 
losses of 1868 will not equal those of 1867. True, 
there have been many large fires of late, such as 
those of Bangor ami Lynn, but no great courtage* 
lions, such as, by times, .were experienced at 
8t. Louis, I 'hicagu anil Portland. The losses, too, 
have here pretty generally distributed among th. 
agencies, so that very lew companies of any 
character are likely to be seriously crippled. Of 
98 New York Companies, 2D [AssetI their dividends 
in January. 1868, and 18 in July following. Tht 
dividends"for January, 18g9, will mostly be an 
nounced during the present week, and will, un­
doubtedly, show a general improvement over the 
results of 1867.

The everlasting and im-jwessable brokerage 
question ha* again lieen revived. The deal re to 
get rid of the brokers is manifestly strengthening 
ami widening ; but, on account ot the "guerilla ' 
operation* of the agencies of out of town Com­
panies, it is almost impossible to secure unanimity 
of action among the New York Companies. The 
National Board of Fire Underwriters is oppnw-tl 
to any rebate to* customers. If the New 11 *rk 
Board" shall fail to sustain the views of the 
National Board, and allow each rebate, other 
cities, such as Boston. Hartford, Chicago, tc.. 
will follow the example, the authority of the >a 
Usual Board will be overthrown, and, practically, 
the rebate will only amount to ten per cent more
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