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A Big Dollars Worth
UR readrrs will no doubt no tire that a great 

many other papers arc offering premium* and 
employing various content* and competition* to 
induce people to subscribe to their paper. It 

may be wondered why The Guide does not do this. Tbe 
reason this course is not followed i* because we do not 
beSere in tbe principle of paying any person to read 
our paper. We believe that we are publishing tbe 
best paper in the interests of tbe western farmers that 
can be secured anywhere. We* believe that it is tbe 
best dollar's worth on tbe market today in the shape 
of a weekly journal, and for that reason we are selling 
it for $1.00 per year on a business basis. We believe 
that we are giving every subscriber big vaine for his 
money.

It will also be noticed that we are not clubbing 
with other papers, except country papers. We believe 
that it is a good thing for every farmer to patronize 
his local paper, and for that reason we give clubbing 
rates to the country papers. Otherwise, we stand on 
our own feet. We believe that our readers will sppre 
ciste the independent stand we are taking as they have 
done in the past.
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Farmers Meet in St. Louis 
and Discuss Consolidation

Tk» American Strict y «4 Equity sad 
Ik* Farmers' Fdu. sli-nal and t'w-Oper- 
•liv» I mon of America er» two greet 
•iflHittlMM Tk» farmer rleim In ker» 
a membership «I two million fermer», 
end Ik» latter three million Tk» mem* 
lerihip «d tk» A.», of E. ie largely rum- 
pneed «4 Ik» grower» of mm. »ke»t. 
oat* and « it ker rereale of Ike northern 
end middle west states. while the strong* 
hold «4 the F.E. and <*.l*. I» in the'mllnn. 
tohnrm and fmit growing elate» south of 
the Maw»w and l>isow line lie purpnse 
ie defined in ite ronetitation ee being:

To earwpwmge eqwity. eetaMi.h jnetire. 
and apply the golden rule 

To discours |ge tbe credit and mortgage
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To educate Ike agrirnltnml Ha eeee in 
scientific farming.

I tench farmer» Ike rlneaéfimtlnn ôf 
crop*, domestic economy and Ike process 
of marketing;

To eyelcmetis» methods of production 
end dietrilrulion;

To eliminate gambling in farm products 
try boards «4 trades, cotton etrhange» end 
other speculators;

To bring farming up to the standard 
of other industries and business enter­
prises;

To secure and maintain pro# ta Me and 
uniform prices for notion, grain, live 
stork, and other products of lhe farm.

The constitution #4 the A.S. of E. 
embraces all tbe above purposes in some­
what different form with the additional 
distinctive feature of filing n minimum 
price for farm produce below which 
members are not espeeted to sell

The fundamental principles of both 
organisations are : 1st. education; tnd. 
organisation; 3rd. co-operation.

As they were working along parallel 
lines with aims and purposes identical, 
for soin* time, the idea <4 uniting the 
organisations and making one grand 
national body that would cement into 
one compact body all the farmers #4 the 
Lnited Mates, was gaining ground in tbe 
minds of the leaders of the movement. 
It was therefore arranged to bold a joint 
convention with tbe view of consummating 
that end.

St. Louis is a great city; has a popula­
tion of 700,000 and looking for more; 
can be reached from any point of the

compass by Ike network of railway* 
centred Ik»r»; has manufactories of vari­
ons kinds and ie vngrrh looking for more 

Uns has lu keneAnl langurs, 
business men's league convention league 
and varions other leagwes and organisa­
tions. all of who»» fendions are to "bring 
grist to fit. Louis' mill" end to overlook 
nothing that will have the effect <4 keeping 
the virtue» of Hi. Louis before Ike people 
of the Veiled States Of those penlinty 
organisations. Done am ewe program!ve 
then tk» convention bureau, whose 
energetic secretary and manager succeeded 
in "mrmliag" not less than IM conven­
tions «4 greater or lesser note, for Ht. 
Minis in twelve months, not one «4 which 
was regarded aa a greater drawing card 
than the Farmers' Joint <'«invention.

The convention secured the Best most 
important step was to secure the crowd 
of farmers. Nothing short «4 10.000 
in attendance would suffice; one enthusi­
astic journal set the probable attendance 
at <00,000 (this estimate may be due to 
either abnormal optimism or • typo­
graphical error;. A campaign of adve«« 
Using was inaugural eft, a half dosen 
girls engaged for many weeks in addressing 
and mailing circulars on which upward* 
of 11.400 (g) was es pended in posUge 
Printing and other incidentals increased 
this amount to upwards of ft*,000.0e.

It was announced that a hall capable 
«4 hfdding <0.000 people wee engaged for 
the sessions which were to continue 
throughout the week, three sessions each 
day. Th* sessions were from ft lo It, 
I 30 to 4.30 and ft to 10; 8 hours sessions 
day or a total of AH hours of oratory 
from some 95 speakers from all over the 
V.fi ranging from President Taft and the 
defeated democratic candidate, William 
Jennings Bryan, governors, eensi-.r* 
members <4 congress, to tbe ordinary 
citisens. Never has the patient Ameriena 
farmer been honored by such an array 
of distinguished men, or • convention 
of farmers inflicted with sack an out­

lining of eloquence all arranged for 
n and for bis special benefit by ike 

convention bureau of St. Louis.
The farmers did not enthuse; they 

refused to be stampeded. Members of 
the associations were coming to fit.
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