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Putting Soldiers on the Land
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There hav been many schemes for land
settiement vanoed 3 he ast two ars Ly
well intentione | pxple. S f them w d
place the soldier n homestead lands in
Western Canada and give them the $2.500
loan. We ecan searcs think of any plan
“,;' W Ha ™ Taur f .'u ire l' W 'x'vl
be far better to close the homestead lands
entirel and lirect 1 setliers n inn.:
soldiers, into the distnets already served by
ratlways and other facilities of civilization
Many returned soldiers will go to their own
farms or will take up work on other farms
while thowsands, undoubtedly, will prefer Lo
farm n their own sacoount
It is estimated that there are approximately
30.000.000 acres of gcod farming land absolute-
Iy idle in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Al
berta in the districts served by railways

This s the land upon which soldiers should
be settled and upon which incoming settlers
should be placed until it is all in I'he
majority of people seem to agree upon this
general principle, that the idle land along the
railways held by ilators should be the
first land put to How to get hold of it
though, is a pr nobody
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T'his land is a national asset provided by the

Creator for the use of mankind A com-

paritively few men and corporations have

hogged 1t 'hey are not using it themselves
14

and will not allow anybody else to use it
until they have paid the price, and the pnce
will be a good stiff one When the govern-
ment of Canada needed men for the army,
it conscripted them. The government selected
the finest class of men in Canada, singled
them out from all other men and put them
into the army to fight for the nation. By
the same method this idle land could be brought
into Jet the government conscript it
at a price about one-half its value for pro-
ductive purposes I'he bare suggestion of such
a scheme will raise an awful roar all over the
country. People will sa$ that property is no
longer safe Jut it is just as true with the
lives and liberty of our voung men of military
age. Is it any worse to make life and liberty
unsafe than it is to make property unsafe
These young men were conscripted and forced

se

to accept less than half their earning capacity
in civil life Why should the government not
take o%er the idle land at one-half its yalue?
It would be drastic action but the land pro-

blem n \(\Q" rn Canada will never be settled
without des=tic Somebody is bound
to be hurt before our land problem s solved
In fact somebody gets hurt every time there

action

is an economic readjustment

The.government has the power to conseript
land., If it is conscripted at half price and
payment made in war bonds,
there will be no difficulty in getting land for
the soldiers and bringing the idle land into
use just as fast as it is good for the country
to have it in use. 'If the land is to be taken

Government

ver and the speculators paid full price, »
tremendous injustice will be done ¢ the
people { Western Canada and speculators
. ke & pele of money they haven't earned
A solution of the land probiem hes in getling
hold of the vacant land already served by
' hurche and other fa e of civiliza
' There _ we d ,}.‘-" Lthe It
f plain a8 & pekestall. and it looks evervhody
the face who hat ever travelled over Western
Canada In n juires & strong hand, howeve
and plenty { nIrage We have plenty of
and, good land right alongside our railways
and there are ;""" { men who would like
4 got onto it Here 0 & chanee for the gov
ermmment t show ita metth |',"«‘_: this wdle
and o use w st the samle Ume solve the

raillway freight rate question
create enough traffie 0

becauw 1t will

make the raillways

nrofitablas
proftabic

Wheat Price Fixed

By proclamation on February 24 President
Wilson fixed the price of wheat in the United
States for the 1018 ecrop, approximately the
same as the prices prevailing at the present
tme. The action of the preddent, it ia
announced, was due to the fact that there was
great uncertanty all over the United Siates
Bills had been introduced in Congress aimed
to fix the price at $2.50 and many were advo-
eating $3.00. The result of the situation
created was that wheat was not flowing to
the distributing centres as it was requred
I'he President’s action in fixing the price,
under powers conferred on by by Congress
cleared the air and made certain that practi-
cally the present prices would preval for the
1918 crop. This means, naturally, that the
Canadian wheat prices will remain practically
where they are for the 1918 crop as Canadian
prices were fixed last year on the same basis
as the American and no doubt will be for the
present year

Railway Situation

While there are plenty of rumors emanating
from Ottawa these days in regard to the
railways, the government has not yet an-
nouriced any decision. The latest rumors still
coincide with the earlier ones*in the belief
that the government will take over everything
except the Canadian Pacific Railway, and
leave that road to operate as a private in-
stitution. Anything short of government con-
trol and operation with immediate or future
nationalization of all the railways will fall
short of a solution of the railway problem
The fact that the C.P.R. is a well organized
and a well operated railway is no argument
against nationalization. Any railway would
be well operated and well organized if it got
all the money it wanted from the public
treasury. Canada today remains the only
important country in the world with private
railways. The whole trend of modern civiliza-
tion is towards the nationalization of these
great public utilities with their tremendous
economic and political power. Publiec opinion
in Canada, outside of financial circles, largely
favors nationalization of railways. The new
government is strong with powerful backing
from the people. Itis time for the government
to act and settle this momentous question in
the proper manner.

Starvation Comes Nearer

Reports from Great Britain are that the,
rationing system is being steadily expanded.
The people of Great Britain are tightening
their belts and grimly setting their faces to
the completion of the gigantic task before
them. Acute as is the food situation in

Britain
Belgium

:

it s more so in France, Italy and
It s & mere commonplace to
for the Allien de yends lll’h' ‘z
upon the f-;[ supply which
provided by Canadd and the United
It should be brought home to every
farmer in this country that his supreme duly
M the present moment » pn-!um every
f food possible dukbing the coming
Ihere will be handicaps certainly,
It will boe many a year beforelthe farmer has
no handieaps. But despite thert all farmers
in the praine provinees ean produce more
food per man than in any other part of the
world. Farmers and farmer's sons have been
largely exempted under conscripion in order
to increase the food supply. Unfortunately,
some have been taken who would have been
better employed on the farms. But consider-
ing everything, by a strange combination of
circumstances, the fate of the Allies may be
decided by the quantity of food produced in
the prairie provinees in 1918 and 19190. There
never was a greater responsibility upon the
farmers of the prairie provinces. Never have
they had such an opportunity to save haman
life from starvation. The trench line has
been extended to the prairie provinees and
every farmer is in the trenches. We believe
they will do their duty in the farm trenches
as nobly as their sons have done their duty in
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France and Flanders.
Premiers' Conference
e conference between the provineial

premiers and the Dominion government on
production and other wartime problems should
be productive of much good. The questions
that face Canada require the combined wisdom
of the best brains in the country for their
solution. No Dominion government, Partisan
or Union, would claim a monopoly of the
brains of Canada. Upon many of the war
problems the men at the helm in the various
provinces are as well informed as those st
Ottawa. It may be safely assumed that they
are in closer touch with loeal conditions and
requirements than the Dominion ministers.
It is, therefore, in keeping that they be con-
sulted from time to time on questions that
vitally affect the different provinces. The
advantages of such conferences as that held
at Ottawa recently, have been too long over-
looked. As a result the interests of certain
sections of the country have received. less
consideration than their impot warranted.
Conferences in which the prm premiers
would be taken into consultation on big
national questions should become a
feature. They would enable the Dominion
government to strike a truer balance between
the interests of different parts of Canada than
has frequently been the case in the past.

Shortening the Rope

The amount of food produced in the prairie
[nruvmw-n in 1918 and 1919 will depend in &
arge measure upon the farm machinery used.
The farm machinery used will *depend to a
considerable extent upon the prices. The
heavy tariff tax levied on farm machin
increases the price enormously as is well
shown in Mr. McKenzie's article elsewhere in
this issue of The Guide. The high tariff tax
on all kinds of farm machinery except tractors
will certainly cut down the use of machinery
on the Western farms. The result just as
certainly will be a reduction in the amount
of food produced. What the uction will
be no one can say but it will eértainly reduce
the food supplies to the Allies and lessen the
chances of victory. The revenue derived by
the Dominion government from the tariff te




