‘ spiritual impetus to individual boys is good;
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COMMUNITY IDEALS AND BOY L
I.——UNDE‘RLYINGJ ;RINCIPLES.

By J. W. Storey.

»

The world war made it necessary for people, churches, or-

ganizations and governments to work together for a common -

purpose, and it has forced back upon the Canadian pevople the
persistent question: “If a co-operative programme is essen-
tial in the time of war, why is it not essential in the time
of peace, if we are to bring about a better world and a
better .community in which to live, work and play?

The war has awakened a spirit of unselfishness, and or-
ganizations are determined to undertake concrete and definite
tasks which will hasten the day when the world will indeed
be safe for democracy. They want to make a “motor reaction
to the world challenge.”

Individuals as well as organizations have discovered the
futility of each organization in the community building- up its
own organization and programme, unrelated and without a
joint comprehensive conception of the community wide needs.
The lack of this in the past has meant duplication and overlap-
ping, as well as entirely overlooking certain community needs.

There is also an increasing conviction on the part of char-
acter-building organizations that a programme of activities is
not sufficient, that along with that programme there must

be a consistent as well as persistent effort to remove the:

causes of evil affecting character, individually and collective-
ly. For too long a time have organizations been salving their
consciences by promoting a multiplicity of activities which
have been good in themselves but could not, by themselves,
entirely elimiate the causes of evil which handicapped the
larger development of character. In other words, we have
been planting seeds of activity only to see them dwarfed by
the weeds and poison vines we have failed to tear up. There-
fore, all true community work should include in its programme

Such practical steps towards the elimination of causes of evil

as may be in harmony with its other objects and not merefy
involve the alleviation of results of evil. 2

The community programme recognizes that the social,
economic and religious problems of the day are 1ntr1cately in-
volved in the boy problem, and that any attemp,t\ to
lay siege to the citadel of boyhood in a statesmanlike way
must take cognizance of these factors. To give ideals and
‘to help direct
aud spiritualize the social forces in addition is better. | Any
community promoting community work is under obligation to
conduct a programme of activities which is comprehensive
enough to provide for the physical, educational, social and
Spiritual needs of the boy. It is likewise under obligation to
discover the causes of misery and wrong as they affect the
bov. and help call into existence such forces as will hasten
their elimination. The causes are many and cannot be con-
Siered here. One characteristic 'is common to them all.
Muich if not most of the evil and suffering involved is pre-
venrtable,

{ you put your hand to the boy and girl problem in a
¢ iructive, comiprehensive manner, you at once touch the
¢t re from which radiate the threads that are woven and in-
2 'ven into the very woof and warp of the social fabric;
pv "ie adolescent boy is not an isolated individual, but an
'l arable part of the family and society. You¢annot in any
lar. . way help or harm one without helping or harming the
Infancy, childhood, parenthood, have all contributed

'O ""e physical, intellectual and spiritual life. To disregard
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these factors is a serious error,

upon which character is built.
Without relaxing our efforts in dealing directly with the

adolescent boy we soon discover that we have become vitally

for they are the foundation

concerned and interested in his parents and his home, his

school and church, his play and recreation, his mental and

_ physical endowment, and the preparation he’is now receiving

for the critical stages that are ahead of him.We want, if pos-
sible, to improve our chances of helping him actively when
he is at the susceptible period of life. We wish to touch the
stream of life more nearly at its source.

Community work, in other words, is teaching us to look
upon the life of the community as a whole. It asks us to
become intelligent concerning the conditions surrounding
child life and the laws governing its development. We are
obliged to become students of the soclal problems of our own
time.

After all is said and done, the home, church, school and
municipality are the agencies which eventually must meet
the needs of the boy life of given communities, if they are
to be met in a constructive and comprehensive way.

(Next article will deal with the above .agencies).
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VANCOUVER ‘GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Established 1912
For Boys 8 to 15. Daily Boarders only
Formation of Character; Sound Scholarship; Good
Manners; Code d’honneur of an English Gentleman

Prospectus from :
J. Lockington, 1409 Beach Avenue, Vancouver, B.C.

Purdy’s Are
Sweet Reflections

i

As a personal gift Candy seems to be
recognized as having a field all its own.

It IS a gift—something one can take
along and the sharing of it breaks down
barriers of reserve—opens pleasant
channels of talk.

The best candy i1s Purdy’s. Mr.
Purdy’s name on a box of chocolates
is an indication that the giver has
selected with diserimination—and has
some appreciation of goodness as ex-
pressed in eandy.

R. C. Purdy, lezted

Maker of Purdy’s Ice Cream

675 Granvﬂle Street. Va.ncouver, B.C.




