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NOTE AND COMMENT.

The Christian at Work telle the poli­
ticians plainly that the only way to 
keep politics out of the pulpit is “ to 
keep immorality out of politics.”

There are already three classes of 
passenger ears beside smoking cars 
on the English railways,but the Fall 
Mall Gazette cynically suggests another 
class to be known as “ swearing cars.’’

“What ia statesmanship?” asks 
one American paper. Another paper 
replies, “Statesmanship”, we believe, 
“is the pecular gift some men have of 
robbing the Government without be­
ing caught. ”

Corn is poor and cotton is not good, 
and very many Methodists are dispos­
ed to charge the drought to the minis­
ter, and refuse to pay him because it 
did not rain. Is that right l—Arkan­
sas Methodist.

Christianity is sometimes taunted 
with the remark that the benevolent 
societies surpass the Chùrch in practi­
cal beneficence. If Christianity were 
to perish from the earth not one of 
those societies would survive. Give 
the Lord his own.—Nashville Adv.

The Advance thinks there is “ mon­
strous logical contradiction in the act 
of a Christian nation spending 81,- 
400,000,000 for crime-breeding intox­
icants, and only $80,000,000 for edu­
cation—that is seventeen dollars to 
debase men,and one to educate them.’’

The Indian Witness says of the 
Mormon missionaries in India : 
“ They surpass any human beings we 
have ever known in piously blasphem­
ing Jesus Christ, and in view of the 
immorality of their teaching, we re­
gard them as men to be shunned like 
so many cobras.”

An American paper says that there 
is a story about Phillips Brooks 
tending to show that even one of hie 
mental calibre once felt the discour­
agements which so often haunt young 
men when starting in life. He con­
ferred with a distinguished doctor of 
divinity, aud asked him what he 
thought of hie trying to preach. 
“ You might try,” was the not very 
encouraging reply. He did try.

A marked tendency of the time is to 
exalt localism into patriotism, to place 
the province before the country, and 
to deny that one who prefers the in­
terests of the whole country to those 
of a part can be a patriot. Devotion 
to local interests, when kept within 
rational bounds, is laudable ; but 
when the lesser is magnified so as to 
make a part look larger than the 
whole, the folly and delusion of the 
game are evident.—The Week.

If some friend who reads the daily 
papers, morning and evening, will eend 
us a copy issued this year of our Lord 
1884, which does not contain the re­
cord of some crime in which the sa­
loons or liquor play the leading part, 
we will be obliged to him. Such a

Ça per these days would be a curiosity.
he saloons are sending out every day, 

in the crimes they occasion, sufficient 
material to supply all the temperance 
campaign lecturers in the laud. Texas 
Adv.

Among other questions propounded 
to Rev. Joseph Cook, at one of his 
lectures, was the following : “Ought 
a triple pledge of total abstinence from 
intoxicating beverages, tobacco and 
profanity, to be generally introduced 
into Sunday schools ?” To which 
Mr. Cook made answer as follows : A 
thousand times, yes. If there be any 
preacher who cannot administer such 
a pledge to any young person under 
his cafe, and recommend it by example 
as well as by precept, I greatly pity 
the young person and yet more the 
preacher.”

In this year of s/race to far are men 
from beating their swords into plough­
shares or their spears into prumng- 
hooks that the great cannon manufac­
turer of Germany, Herr Krupp, 
employs in his Part,cuj»r^rm ?f 
industry not less than 20,000 work­
men. What will the harvest be one 
of these days ? It looks as if Europe 
would yot have to have one more 
gr,at war-perhaps a war involving 
all the great powers-before the at­
mosphere is cleared, and an era of 
settled peace sets in.—Montreal Star.

There are far too many who would 
like to have a revival, but who are un­
willing to meet the conditions ot a 
true revival. They will not have the 
true for fear of having the spurious. 
We have never known such, however, 
to refuse a good bargain or good money 
because there are poor bargains and 
counterfeit money in the world. We 
have recently heard of a Church so 
aui prised by a single conversion that 
several of its members said, Just 
think of it, Mr. B. hss been converted, 
and in our church, too. —i. 
Adv.

An advowson (or right to appoint a 
minister to a pariah) was recently sold 
to a well-known jockey. This fact 
has encouraged the National Com­
mittee for the Abolition of Purchase 
in the Church of England to try 
afresh to induce the clergy to bring 
about the suppression of the scandal 
of selling advowson*. Why is the 
outcry set against the scandal ? Has 
not a jockey as much right to buy as 
any one else ? Men should distingu­
ish between the accident and the es­
sence of this wickedness. But the re­
lations of the 1 National’ Church to 
the Turf are a proper subject for con­
templation.—London Methodist

During a recent visit to Wolver­
hampton, “ Help,” a fine colUe dog 
that collects funds for the orphans of 
railway men, and who has his head­
quarters at the chief offices of the 
Amalgamated Society of Railway 
Servants, City-road, realized by his 
mute appeals the sum of £29 8s. 5d. 
“ Help” will accompany the general 
secretary of the society, Mr. E. Har­
ford, to the Railway Servants’ Con­
gress at Bath this week, where it is 
expected he will gather a good sum 
for the orphan fund of the society. 
The dog has collected over £200 for 
the orphans during the present year.

One evening, says one of our exchan­
ges, a lady of Zion Episcopal church, 
Philadelphia, on reading Ecclesiastes 
iii, was struck with the last verse, 
“ Wherefore I preceive that there is 
nothing better than that a man should 
rejoice in his own works ; for 
that is his portion : for who shall 
bring him to see what shall 
be after him ? ” She pondered 
long and deeply over it. The result 
was that the next morning she placed 
$2,000 in her paetor’s hands as a con­
tribution towards a rectory. With 
this beginning the house was soon 
built. , ,

Years and years ago, there raged, in 
East Tennessee and Southwest Virgie-
ia, a Calvinist» war, known as the 
“ Roes war,” from Rev. Dr. Ross, a 
noted Presbyterian polemic. In a 
council of war by the champions of the 
Geneva creed, it was suggested that an 
answer should be made to a certain 
“ Fletcher’a Checks." The shrewdest 
strategist of the company objected to 
any allusion to that book: “ Few Me­
thodists ever heard of the volume, 
and, if we mention it, all of them will 
read it, and it is hard to answer.” 
Get our people to read our books, 
papers and magazines, and proselyt- 
ing will be nipped in the bud. Rich• 
mond Advocate.

In a certain t jwn of our acquaint­
ance, says the New Orleans Christian 
Advocate, the undertaker is also the 
saloon keeper. In the front room are 
his liquors, with all the equipments of 
an average groggery. Separated by a 
very thin partition in the rear are his 
coffins, and not far from the back 
door is the cemetery. The associa­
tion is suggestive. It is altogether 
appropriate for the man who deals in 
whiskey to have a stock of coffins on 
hand. He who mixes the drink, 
ought to trim the casket. And, then, 
how suggestive the gradation 1 In 
the front room, whiskey; in the back 
room, coffins ; at the back door, the 
cemetery.

Dr. Gracey, of India, saya: “The 
India of to-day ia not the India of 
the books. The very air ia full of 
restlessness and change. European 
education ia breaking up old systems ; 
English legislators are steadily 
teaching the equality of man ; West­
ern medical science is displacing 
muttered inoantatione; fifty millions of 
Hindoos have defied caste, and tried 
the railway ; the penny post and 
telegraph are exposing shams. Eighty 
yearn ago infanta were publicly thrown 
into the Ganges, while young men 
and maidens decked with flowers were 
slain in temples, or hacked to pieces 
and distributed as sacrifices to the 
god of the soil, and lepers were buried
alive.”

“ We cannot too highly commend 
the practice,” says the Fort Elizabeth 
Telegraph, “ of native constables be­
ing local preachers. It does a world 
of good. Kaffirs listen to their spirit­
ual advisers under most circumstances, 
bnt, when the spiritual adviser of 
Sunday is a police constable for the 
rest of the week, his arguments are 
irresistible. In the pulpit on Sundays 
he vives them to understand what 
iB wrong. If they do not profit by his 
Sunday exhortations during the week, 
he hauls them off to gaol. He has 
them in terrorem. It would not be 
amiss if a few more constables were 
local preachers. They see a good deal 
of the shady side of life ; and, during 
six days on their beats, they an forge 
suitable bolts for hurling on Sundays. 
Constable Dolman’s influences over 
the natives is greatly owing to his 
preaching to them on Sunday, and 
M^wly watching them during the
week.”

JOHN'S IDEAL OF CHRIST.
This, then, ia the ideal ot our Lord 

which John the Boanerges-^which 
John the Beloved constantly sets^be- 
f ore our eye. It ia the ideal of true 
divinity, united with that of full atone­
ment for sin ; both of which ideas are 
constantly represented in hie use of 
the word Lamb. The very first time 
that in the Apocalypse that name is 
to be used, immediately before the 
Lamb ia beheld, is he described by an­
other name : “ The Lion of the tribe 
of Judah”—-the royal conqueror, but, 
nevertheless, the spotless victim : and 
these two evermore one, and that one 
seated in the central place of supreme 
authority, not on a level with, but 
above all principality and power— 
earthly, heavenly or in hell ; above 
all dominion, whether wielded over 
men in the body, iver bodies in the 
grave, or over spirits of men, be they 
spirits in Hades in general or in Para­
dise in particular. The Lamb is “ the 
Lord of lords, and the King of kings.” 
(Rev. xvii. 4.) And, if thus set above 
creature powers, is he kept distinct 
from the Divine power—kept distinct 
from it with that jealous care which 
was displayed in the cases already 
cited of Peter with Cornelius, and the 
angel with John ? No; so far from 
it, He ia associated with that power, 
identified with it in every possible turn 
of language, and in some which would 
have seemed impossible ; turns of lan­
guage which could arise only from the 
necessity of expressing things appar­
ently contradictory. The kings of 
the earth, the great men and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the 

‘mighty men, floe sod hide and 
cover * from the face of Him that sit- 
teth upon throne and from the wrath 
of the Lamb. (Rev. vi. 16. ) This iden­
tification of the sacrificed One with the 
supreme power, in the act of judging 
and punishing, is continued when the 
act is that of hallowing the eternal 
abode of bliss and flooding it with un­
fading light. Why is it that we see 
no temple in the holy city on high. 
Because the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are the temple of it. God 
and the Lamb the deadly storm 
of the guilty ! God and the Lamb the 
temple of the saved ! And why in 
that city is there no sun, no moon ? 
Because the g?ory of “ the Lord did 
enlighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light therof.’ And when from the 
city we advance to the throne, we find 
out of it proceeding, now the pure 
river of water of life—the Spirit of 
that makes all things live—now light­
ning, fires, voices—the Spirit of God 
sent forth into all the earth. And is 
the Lamb among those who bow be­
fore it ? No, the throne itself is the 
throne of God and of the Lamb : not 
the throne of God and of any angel, 
saint or prophet, but of God and the 
Lamb ; and they who bow before it, 
whether undistinguished hosts of an­
gels and redeemed men, whether the 
four-and-twenty crowned and throned 
elders, whether the four living be­
ings—all fall down before the Lamb. 
When the redeemed sing before the 
throne, the song is the song of Moses 
and of the Lamb. When they ascribe 
salvation, it is “ to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb” (Rev. vii. 10.) When all the 
creatures, from the four down to the 
lowest in earth or sea, unite to ascribe 
“ blessing, honor, and glory and pow­
er,” they ascribe it “unto Him that 
sitteth upon the throne,’ and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever.” (Rev. 
v. 13.) Ttus identification -in-glory 
and in worship is set forth in the 
central appearance wherein the Lamb 
is revealed in vision. When we would 
here obey the voice crying in the wil­
derness, and saying, “ Behold the 
Lamb of God,” where shall we find 
him ? Martyrs ! stands He at the 
head of your army ? Not amongst us : 
higher. Prophets, apostles ! stands 
He among your company and fellow­
ship ? Not among us : higher. An­
gels ! stands He foremost in your 
host ? Not among us, higher. El­
ders ! the crowned and throned ? Not 
of us : higher. Ye four living ones

what

who praise ? Not of us : higher. 
And the timid eye which has now 

all the tracks of heavenly 
has passed over all the 

mortal beauty and angelic 
ing still to lift itself up, 
higher than all of these, 

ly behold the Lamb of God, 
t the midst of the throne and 

living creatures, and in the 
the elders, a Lamb standing 

pt had been slain, having 
and seven eyes, which are 

spirits of God sent forth 
into eQ tbe earth.” (Rev. v. 6.) Lit­
erally Jtfce most high ; literally over 
all ; literal ly God blessed for ever. 
When all bow, does He bow or stand 
inthefandst of the throne ? When 

power and might, does He 
-H or wear it as His own ? 

of human kind sing of re­
sing of salvation, is He one 
■well the song, or the one 

it ? In the loftiest mani- 
ot the eternal power of the 
-manifestations of Him who 

_ive His glory to another— 
glory, honor, dominion and 

iwn name for honors to be 
to God alone, ascribed by 

the j|*at exalted creatures in one 
God and the Lamb ; and if 

llthia glory given to God and 
t the answer is : It is given 

to Odd and the Lamb, because the 
•ot another.

I, the revelations granted to 
unequivocally set before 
manifest the proper di- 
Lord, not as a doctrine 
a nature and power dts- 

gtion,
light do t£e same revelations 

cast upon the atonement ? Was the 
Lamb a sacrificial lamb, or meek mon­
itor of purity ?

In the midst of the throne, looking 
down upon all created glory “ like 
the sun looking down upon his own 
beams ;” in the midst of the throne, 
pouring out the flame of His eyes into 
all the earth, which flame ia the tire 
of “ the seven spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth ;’’ in the midst 
of the throne, standing while all crea­
tion bows ; in the midst of the throne, 
from it sending forth the very Spirit 
of God, while all creation looks up to 
*t for every supply—He is not as 
He was when John the Baptist saw 
Him as the Lamb by the waters ; He 
stands not now without spot, for the 
mark is upon him that He bare sin 
in his own body on the tree. He is 
here standing, a Lamb not incapable 
of death, but actually a “ Lamb as it 
had been slain.” Strange, above all 
strange things ! The marks of death, 
the marks of sin’s own wages, the 
marks of a curse smid all the lights 
that radiate outwards from the central 
point of thy majesty and blessedness 
—O Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Al­
mighty ! the High Priest amid cher­
ubim, law and Shekinah ; but not 
without blood.

Even so, Amen ! Thou art the 
First and the Last ! Thou art He 
that liveth and was dead. Thou hast 
redeemed us with Thine own blood. 
Our happy brethren on high are there 
because they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. In the same manner shall 
we attain at last unto the same vic­
tory. Then, with all who have gone 
before, will take up the song which 
sings : “ Unto him that loveth us and 
loosed us from our sins by His blood ; 
and He made us to be a kingdom, to 
be priests unto His God and Father, 

"to Him be the glory and the domin­
ion for ever and ever. Amen. 
Wm. Arthur.

THE Y. M. C. A. IN BERLIN.

In Berlin, the splendid capital, with 
its palaces and statues and gardens, 
its rapidly extending suburbs of noble 
architectural piles, doubling its pop­
ulation in the last quarter of a cent­
ury and striding on to take rank as
the second capital of Europe----- in
Berlin, with its 1,200,000 population, 
there are but sixty churches and one 
hundred and twenty preachers ! One 
church to 20,000 people 1 Several 
of the delegates remarked on the fact 
that they heard no church bells on 
the Sabbath, so far apart are the 
churches.

The Association in Berlin was 
started only two years ago. This is 
its history : Some pious souls desired 
Mr. Moody to come there and labor. 
But he felt the embarrassment of 
being obliged to speak through an 
interpreter to be too great for him 
to expect success, and declined the 
invitation ; but he sent our Methodist 
brother, formerly of the German 
Conferences in America, whose con­
version from infidelity, published as 
a tract, has made him widely known 
—Rev. Frederick von Schluembach. 
So skillfully and earnestly did this 
brother labor, that he in time secured 
the commendation of the clergy of the 
city and of the Chancellor and the 
Emperor. Unexpectedly and almost 
unprecedentedly the Emperor sent a 
letter to the convention expressing 
his approbation and sympathy with 
the work of the Associations, and a 
regret that the strict orders of his 
physician alone prevented hia giving 
them a personal reception.

At fleet thm -nlfiiyV ohjeotsfl, fl» was 
to be expected, to the preach!fig OT 
laymen. But the work haa gone on 
so gloriously that they have given it 
their hearty endorsement ; while sev­
eral of them addressed the conven­
tion. The Berlin Association now 
numbers nine hundred members. 
Religious meetings are held every 
night for different classes of young 
men. The zeal of these workers was 
seen in a statement of the local sec­
retary that “ a weekly meeting for 
hotel waiters is held at half-past mid­
night”—the only hour when they 
could leave their posts. Some of 
the English delegates raised a fund 
and engaged Bro. von Schluembach 
to remain and labor the coming win­
ter. An effort is to be made to erect 
a building for a permanent home for 
the Association.

At the farewell meeting on Sab­
bath evening speeches were made 
by Prof. Welch, of Auburn, N. Y., Dr. 
Philip Schaff, of New York city, 
Pastor Dalton, of Russia, and others. 
The latter ia one of the most remark­
able men on the Continent. He is 
called the Russian Spurgeon. He 
addresses a Sabbath congregation of 
five thousand people in St. Peters­
burg, and has been invited, but de­
clined, to become a preacher to the 
court of Germany. He speaks four­
teen languages. His address was in 
German. He stood holding the back 
of a chair, pouring out a flood of 
fervid speech that entranced the ear 
of even those who could not interpret 
a word he uttered.— Rev. A. W.. 
Seavey, in Zion's Herald.

In A. D. 50, soon after St. Paul 
was converted, he called himself 
“ unworthy to be called an apostle. 
As the years rolled along, and he 
grew in grace, in a. d. 64, he cried 
out, “ I am leas than the least of all 
saints and just before his martyr­
dom, when he had reached the sta­
ture of a perfect man in Christ, in a. 
d. 66, his exclamation was, “ I am 
the chief of sinners.”

NORWAY METHODISM.
The reader may ask what took me 

so far north—whether there were 
friends there whom I hoped to see. | 
There were, though I had never met 
them, and there are more now than 
there were then. |

Trondhjem is the most northerly 
spot in the world which Methodism 
has reached.

I am by no means Paul, nor is the 
railway station at Trondhjem the 
Appian Way, but Paul received no 
warmer welcome than the Rev. K. J. 
Wahlstrom, the pastor of our church 
in that city, gave to our party, nor 
did Paul enjoy his greeting more than 
we did ours.

Here, where the foot of no Bishop 
or Missionary Secretary has ever trod, j 
Methodism, starting from America,

haa a flourishing church and a large 
congregation.

Here I found an intelligent, affable, 
godly pastor, a growing Sunday school, 
a fine list of probationers, sound and 
healthful discipline, most devout 
worshipers, a most affectionate body 
of Methodists. On Sunday 1 heard 
Brother Wahletrom preach, and the 
Word was attended with power, not 
only to the hearts of Norwegians, but 
to oar hearts, who receive divine im­
pulses through the spirit rather than 
the understanding. In the evening I 
preached, and Brother Wahlstrom, 
who had learned English from books, 
interpreted. The choir, large and 
well trained, sang with spirit and de­
votion, and the people joined in 
heartily, for ten or twelve verse*, 
without interludes.

If you wish to get some idea of 
how “the little one of Methodism” 
has become a strong nation, worship 
with German Methodists in Grrmanf, 
Swiss Methodists in Switzerland, l)in­
is h Methodists in Denmark, Swedish 
Methodists in Sweden, Norwegian Me­
thodists in Norway, Italian Metho­
dists in Italy. The leaven is leaven­
ing many lumps.

Happy must the Rev. O. P. Peter­
sen, now Presiding Elder of Chicago 
District. Norwegian and Danish Con­
ference, feel as he sees this work 
going on. Thirty years ago lie left 
Norway as a sailor, went to the Unit­
ed States,was converted, returned to 
Norway to marry the girl to whom he 
was engaged, and told how greet 
things the Lord had done for him. 
The people would not let him go, and 
many believed, Norwegian Method- 

ia the -jrsiwlt. Brother Wahls­
trom, the enterprtehtg peetor, Tsofiéof 
“ Brother Petersen’s converts.”—Ur». 
Dr. Buckley, in Christian Advocate.

THE GREAT QUESTION IN 
POLITICS.

The Washington Sentinel,the recog­
nized organ ot the brewers, says : 
There can no longer be any doubt that 
the prohibition question will bo the 
great political issue of the day.

Why should it not be ! It is the 
only really great question in current 
politics, and it demands consideration. 
It is a question which touches the 
very foundations of our social life. It 
is the supreme financial question. It 
involves the extent of pauperism and 
crime, and so the amount and burden 
of taxation. The support or the sup­
pression of the dram shops ir the one 
great issue now before the American 
people having moral significance and 
import. The saloons and distilleries 
are arrayed against the schools and 
the churches. The whole liquor boai- 
ness is a curse and crime. It is the foe 
of patriotism, of philanthropy and of 
religion. It is time that the legalized 
trade in poisonous drinks was de­
nounced and demolished. There is 
no other political issue beginning to 
have the proportions of this question, 
or pressing so earnestly for h can eg 
and settlement. It has been pushed 
aside from various considerations till 
it can be pushed aside no longer. The 
hour has struck for its consideration, 
and it will never cease to agitate and 
disturb the public mind till the whole 
system of traffic in intoxicating li­
quors, to be used as a beverage, is de- 
legalized and dethroned. There can lie 
no question in American publics wnich 
will take precedence of this question 
for a generation. The American re­
public is to be saved from drunken­
ness and from an oligarchy of distillers 
and saloonists and their natural al­
lies and coadjutors--the whole body 
of corrupt and conscienceless politi­
cians.— Rev. Dr. Giorye.

And when it is all over, and our 
feet will,run no more, and our hands 
are helpless, and wi have so nicely 
strength to murmur a Inst prayer, 
then we shall see that instead of need­
ing a larger field, we have left unfill­
ed many corners of our single acre, 
and that none of it is li; h r our MMe­
ter’s eye, were it not for the softening 
shadow of the Cross.—Edward Gar* 
rett.
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