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For the Wesleyan.
« What thou knowest not now, thou shall know hereaf-

ter.”  John vii. 13.
Lowly stranger o'er our earth,

Homeless, friendless, dost thou stray ?
Without kindred or companions,

Question'et thou thy darken’d way’
Tho' thou knows't, not why thus lone ?
Thie the future shall make kmown.

Child of want and pinching hunger,
Doom’d to feel these sufferings sore ;
Or to snatch the world’s cold pittance,
Thankful from the rich man’s door ;
Dost thou rsk why thus thy fate,
Futare shall the tale relate !

Boa of ‘deep affliction’s wound,
Bendest thou benesth the rod ;
Aaxiously dost thou enquire,
Why so dire and sad the load ?
He who chastens but in love,
ghall in time the doubt resolve.

Widow'd mother sunk in sorrow,
Moourning for thy only son ;

'Mid these pangs of deepest anguish,
Askest thou why thus alone ?

When the veil of time 18 rent,

Thou shalt know, what thus is meant.

Sire whose head is silver'd o'er,
And whose heart's so sorely press'd;
Dost thou, bow'd 'neath lengthened years,
Wonder at thy path perplex'd?
Soon the future shall disclose,
All the secret of thy woes !

Christian bending 'ncath the cross,
Whilst thy hopes are fixed 1 heaven
Dost thou wonder that thy path,
Is so darken'd and uneven?
Wait in patience ; the great day,
Skall unfold, why thus thy way.
dpagy once ** a man of sorrows’’
Trod this suffering path before;
He 4he crose, the pain, the anguish,
Meekly paticut, all he bore:
He will shortly come in glory,
To reveal earth's wondrous story.

Then we'l! learn why pride trumphant,
Scorn’d the poor man’s lowly state,

Why the wicked prosp’rous flourish’d,
Why the saint’s, such adverse tate :

Then shall all that earth conceal’d,

Be,1n noon's bright day reveal'd !

AU Suints’ Day, 1349.

Christian Sliscellanp.

“ We need u batter acquaintance with the thoughis sad
ressouings of pore and loRy minds.”'— D r. Sharp.

“ 0 for a Closer Walk with God.”

Often are these words of Cowper on the
kps of Cliristians. ‘They express what ought
1o be caustantly the language of our hearts
—a coustant *‘reaching forth unto those
thiugs which are before.” It will be most
the desire of those whose walk is nearest.
The nearer thev are to him, the more they
see of his loveliness and glory, and the
sronger is the attraction to him. Those
who hate Christ turn their backs upon him,
and are constantly going faster and farther
from hiin. They who love but lttle are
distant towards him. _As Peter once did,
they follow ** afar ofl.”

But thuse who love Christ much, love to
walk with him.  How sweet and sacred was
the privilege of thuse disciples who walked
with Jesus on the way to Emmaus! lore-
ferring 1o it afterwards, they exclaimed,
*“ Did not our hearts burn within us, white
be talked with ns by the way, and while he
opened to us the Scriptures?”’ It 13 often
*o with disciples now. Christ walks with
them 1n the way of their piizrimage, and
comtorts them, and opens to therr under-
standings the more perfect knowledge of

s Word; and their hearts burn wulnn]
them with love and sweet consolation.— !

Fhey walk with him. T'hey do not merely
make a ceremonions call, and then goaway
Sitisticd, withiout tie expectation or desire

of sering him again: they walk with him
from day to day, and they are never wearied
by this walking; on the contrary, to walk
is to be refreshed.

There is a great difference between walk-
ing with Jesus, being constantly near to
catch the gracious words which fall from
his lips, and oaly occasionally greeting hi:n
as we unexpectedly meet with him. Many
there are, we fear, who have no more com-
munion with him than thie. Whea he meets
them, they express great joy; and they
wonder that they could have been so long
contented to be absent from him. I'hey are
sure that they will never forsake bim again!
But, alas! *‘ the early cloud and and morn-
ing dew.” T'be excitement is soon follow-
ed by a relapse. Aguin they forsake the
Saviour, and look for some quiet place of
indolent repose, or plunge deeper than ever
into the cares, turmoil, and snares of worid-
liness. There are some who are active in
the morning, but when the “burden and beat
of the day” come on, their vigour languish-
es aud their zeal dies. Some at their sel-
ting out 1n the Christian race seem to out-
sirip all others ; but ere long they are out
of breath, and halt, and fall in the rear, and
make on the whole slow and surry pro-
gress.

[t is not the poor pilgrim alone who finds
it of the greatest importance to lovk well to
the company he keeps. 1f we fall in with
Mr. Legality, or Mr. Worldly-mind, or hold
discourse with Miss Taikative, Miwse Self-
conceit, or with Dame Censorious, we shall
he quite certain to get out of the way —
‘T'here 18 no safety but tn keeping near to
Jesus. All the brood of liers-in-wait are
very shy of the King. They have norelish
for his instruction, and they dislike bis pre-
sence. [If we would shake them all of,

to him. Every day should our prayer be,
“ O for a closer walk with God|” This is
the way to have the heavenly temper, and
lead the heavenward life.  ‘T'he nearer we
are to Christ, the more shall we ‘catch of
his spirit, and the less shall we be exposed
to the snares of Satan.  1'he jenrer we hive
10 Jesns, the more shall e prpmote his glo-
ry and the salvation of m'mi;. Would that
it were the cry of all—** OTur a cluser waik
with God !"—N. Y. Evoangelist.

T—The Truc Strenzth of Men and Nations.

The true, permanent sirength of mean and
of nations lies much more in charactcr than
in outward advautages. A character of so-
lid worth is uself a permanent spring of
prosperity. It exerts over external circum-
stances a plastic power, and shapes them in-
to subserviency to its own high ends; while
a weak and vicious character squanders all
the outward advantages which may have
been furnished it by the hand of forwune.

Yet few men understand this, and sull
fewer nations. Do we not see thousauds,
instead of cultivating and maturinz their
own powers, wasting their time and strength
in the search after propitious places '—lay-
ing the fault of their inefficiency to outward
disadvantages, instead of to inwurd imbec.-
iy ?

And bow do vations act? Little honour
can they expcct, who are silently ai:d perse-
veringly labouring 15 form a sound national
character by the d:ffusion of knowled e and
religion among the people; becanse the
people have little faith in the proposinion

But propuse some notsy, tumuftuous way
of agzrandizing a satien —by war and con-
quest, lor examnple—and they are ail enthu-
siasm.  When a battle is gained, they will
toss up their caps and huzza for their coun-
iy, as though some great gan had been
‘ ;vc.!:om})'!shtd, and this, though they may be
cuabie to defend the justice of the war
winch the victory has been woun. When
"nations understand  so hittle of the real

i sources of their strength, nothing remans
| but that they should be taught their folly
I by biter expencnce, —Qhew Obs,

there is no method 80 sure as 10 keep neacq g0q addresved 1n the Third Efiere of John,

that their true strength lies in these thgs.

Noffat the Missionary and his Minister, —1

Dr. A. and the excellent Moffat had been
engaged in a missionary service in the
North of England, and retarned for repose
to the house of a friend. They met ia the
room an aged ministes named Caldwell. In
the course of conversation, Moffat adverte:
to his mother, for whom he entertained the
most devotgd regard. Mr C., whom Moffat
did not know, not even his name, mentioned
that he perceived he was a Scotchman.
* Yes,” said the missionary, * the scenes of
my boyhood and youth in my native land
are dear to me. 1 often think of them
when far away among the heathen. [ often
think of my excellent 'mother leading me
when a little fellow from Capnon Shore to
Falkirk 10 the Independent heeting-house,
to hear an excellent ministes, Mr Caldwell.”
He then spoke with enthusiasm of his mo-
ther, of the minister, and of the imnpressions
he had received then and there. T'he ven-
erable listener rose up with tears coursing
down his cheeks, and exclaimed, ‘' Can u
be! Are you little Bobby Moffm? s
Moffat the missionary the little fellow whom
his mother used to levd to my meeting-
house in Falkirk, when many years ago |
was the minister there 1" ‘I'he mutual re-
ongnition, and embrace, and rapture, may
be better conceived than described. The
venerable Caldwell had not till then ident-
fied the little boy with the man who has
done so much for Africa. May there nnt
be mauy such blessedl surprises when the
Christian mimister enters his rest, aud ** s

works do follow him'"?
L]

Scripture Characters.
GAlUS,
Although we know Gaius oply es the per-

and the whule of that epistie is contained
in a dozen Sentences, yot where is there
more complete testimony (0 the piety of
any saint?  Gains ** walked in the truth.”
fle not only knew, or admired, or contend.
ed for the truth, the gospel truth, but he
lived according toit.  Hos daily hife showed
that he had received Christianity, not for
the sake of its noveliy, or out of reverence
to the venerable apostie, but because he be-
heved it to be true; and having teceived it,
he liccd i¢t.  **‘The truth that 1s gu thee,”
again says the elder :—in hin; not & mere
speculation, but 1n lus heart, and manifest-
ed as the heart manifests all its contents, 1
the hving.

One mode of showing that the truth was
in him, and that he walked 1n 1t, was ius
hospitality to the poor Christians, whether
fleein:r from pervecution, or gomg forth to
carry the gospel. He brought such ** f-
ward on their joutuey after a godly sorg”
hiterally * wortnly of God” (and the Divine
name ourht o have been retmned o our
version, because wn the next verse, as it
now stands, *“ lus name’s sake” has no an.
tecedent ) And the apostle testilies that
what Gaius had done o this wav, to the
brethren and to stroungers, he had done
“ fauthtully,” in a minner worthy of the

was a point of Chinstian principle with bhim
to do whatever he coatd for propagating the
truth ; and it it were only by heipmg the

fasthfnl voorl “Tae wpostle adds 1o the
jesson oi his exuraple, the declaration that
we ou2nt to perlorp such services, *that
we mizht be fellow-helpers to the truth.”
' Let ali Christians think of this; those: that
"have poverty, or the mecans of hospitahity,
or the opportunity of obtatmng help trom

Chrnistian futh, or con<ustent with at ll‘

Inbourers or the withesses on their evange- ' earth, '
lical errands, 1t was acluowledged as al s throne and hive passed lis days in a

| Sua and the Father, in and for the truth,

But, perhape, the most remarkable thing
in this mention of Gaius, is the manuer in
which the Elder salutes him. Most saints,
if they have but health enough to be attend-
ing to their -worldly concerns, would be
willing to say, “ O, that my soul were no
more sick and infirm than my bady I”  But
Joha says to Gaius, ** Beloved, 1 wish
above ali things that thou mayest prosper
and be in health, cven as thy sou! rfnpﬁ
eth,”” What a saint was this' M can
veature to make his spiritual prosperity the
standard and measure of his prayers and de-
sires for his temporal prosperity? What a
rebuke it should be 10 us, in view of the
riches of God's grace, and the promises of
his hberality, if we are foreed 10 reverse
the terms, and say, We shall be satisfied if
our souls are as well off as our bodies !

Sabbath Bins.

It is an ungodly wicked custom, to leave
many children and servants at home need-
leesly upon the lLord's day. lndeed, in
great and numerous families, wHere there
are many smiall children that might disturb
the congregation, and whers much provi-
sion is necessary for such as gitend uvpon
God in the duties of worship, there the csse
is somewhat altered ; for such works of mer-
cy are dispensed with by God himsell. But
labour 10 contract the number of absents to
the smallest quantity possible ; and let ser-
vants take their turns, that none may be al-
ways at home : leave none behind thee with-
out necessary and urgent cause. Ae fur
such as can be present at ordinances, re-
member 10 examima them of what they
heard ; ne our blessed Laord, the grand pat-
tern of our imnation, dealt by his beloved
disciples, when he bad preached that fa
mous setwfpn by the sea-side : Jesus asks
them, * Heve ye undessidod alt thesd
things (Mot xiii. 61.) And whea they
were alone, and spart from the muititude,
then Ke expounded and explained ull things
that he taught more fully 10 them. (Mar
v, 34.)— Lee.

Beautitul Theught.

A military officer being at sea in a dread-
ful storm, his lady who was sitting io the
cabio near i, wnd filled with alaem for
the safely ol the vessel, was so surprised
at his composura and serenity, that she
cried out, ' My dear, are you not afraid 1—
How is it possible you can be so calm in
such a sturm? e arvse from his chair
lashied 10 the deck, and supporting himeel(
by a pillar of a bed place, hodrew his swoed,
and pointing 1t 1o the Lreast of his wife, be
exclaimed, * Are you not afraid ' 8he in-
stantly eeplied, * No, certainly not.’ * Why?’
sard the ollicer. ¢ Because,’ rejoined the
laly, * 1 know that the sword is 1o the haud
of iy husband, aud he luoves me too well to
hurtme.”  * Vhen,' saud he, * remembers, [
konow m whom [ lave believed, and that He
liolda the wind« in s fists, and the waters
i the holiow of s hands.’

The Seriptures.

A mud cottage with the Scriptures in it
18 more ennobled 1 the view of an angel,
than the palace of the richest emperor on
Dwvid would have descended from

p«mr-hl)uu', 1o have rn,'vyed our advant 1ges.

Abraham, at the distance of near two thou-

saud years, repnced to see our day, saw it

and was glad. —Jay
A Practical Preacher.

A New England clergyman enforeing on

" others for the promouon of Curni-Us rehg. | hia congregation the necessity of practical

i wn.  Whatever the contaibution be, how-!
i ever humbie, f 1 be Coingy what we can,
| we share the honour and the blessing of the
cause we heip.  We are © Itrlhm-l_u:!;mrs"
of-the minstry, at home or abroad, of the Bi-

ble, of every means ol mpreading the truth,

godhiness, and contrasting the early Chais-

tans with those of the present geueration,

very properly remarked, ** We have too ma-
uy resolutions, and too hitle action.  * The
Acts of the Apostlen, 18 the utle of one of
the books of the New ‘I'estament; their

and thus ** workers together” even with the

L c-olutions have wot rcached us.”




