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OHATS WITH YOUNG
MEN

—_—

THE YOUNG MAN'S AMUSEMENT |

We will now speak of the forbidden
pleasures. What are the forbidden
pleasures ? They are dangerous
amugements. Among the amuse.
ments that are accompanied with
danger we may mention in the first
place card-playing. Id itself an inno-
cent amusement, it quickly degener-
ates into gambling and sin. It is an
amusement in which moderation is
difficult. This is especially true of
certain games. These games Jend
themselves easily to playing for
money, interest increases and the
small sums soon become large
stakes., Usually the young man who
began to play for recreation ends by
playing above his means ; the pas-
-8ion grows and he becomes a gambler,
These games are too often prolonged
into the late hours of the night or
even the early hours of the morning;
no recreation is obtained ; but on
the contrary, greater fatigue is the
result: These games, too, keep
young men from attending Mass on
Sundays ; they keep them from their
duties. Listen to what St. Francis
de Sales, the kindest of men, says
about card-playing : * Games of this
nature are called recreation, and
they are invented to serve that pur.
pose, yet they do not by any means
serve the purpose for which they
were invented, for as a matter of
fact they are nothing but' a severe
mental strain. Look at the players
what can be more sombre and
gloomy than the attention they pay
to the game ? No one dares speak a
word, or laugh while it is going on ;
nay, one can lmrdly cough for fear of
causing vexation or giving offense.
And after all, the whole pleasure
consists in wioning money. Is not
that a reprehensible pleasure which
consists in winning at the expense of
one's companions ? Truly one can
not recommend 8o ignoble a gratifica-
tion.

The frequenting of taverns and
saloens must also be mentioned with
the forbidden pleasures. Is it wrong
to take a drink when one is thirsty,
especially after long working-hours ?
By no means; you are at perfect
liberty to do this, but you must also
remember that frequenting drinking-
places, especially when doing so be-
comes habitual, is extremely danger-
ous. " Behold joy and gladness, eat-
ing flesh and drinking wine ; let us
eat and drink, for to-morrow we
shall die ” (Is. xxii, 13.) This is the
maxim of the world ; but the Wise
Man says of wine that “it will bite
like a snake, and will spread abroad
poison like a basilisk "’ (Prov. xxiii,
82). But it is especially the company
that you are thrown among in the
saloon which is daugerous. There
you hear unprincipled suggestions,
evil conversations, and this corrupt-
ing influence sinks deep into your
heart. Disputes arise, curses atre
heard, brawls ensue. A young man
with a Catholic education ought to
feel that this is not the company for
him. To the evil effects of frequent-
ing saloons experience testifies only
too clearly.—Rev. Joseph Schuen in
Sacred Heart Review.

WASTE

“ Willful waste makes woeful
want,” is an old maxim. In think-
ing ot it most people have in mind
some notable waste. But it is also
true of trifles — moments, cents,
health, opportunities, etc., for many
a mickle'makes a muckle :

At a meeting of railway employees
held not lopg ago, the president of

one of the greatest lines of the West
make this striking statement :

*We have to move two and a half
tons of freight a mile to pay for two
cents’ worth of waste.”

Think of this 8 moment. Let us
put it in another way. That man
meant that when one of the em-
ployees of the road, through careless-
ness or by ascident, caused the loss
of property worth two cents, the
company, to make up for that loss,
must haul two and a half tons of
stuff a mile.

It seems a small matter to crumple
up a few sheets of fine writing paper
and toss it into the waste-paper
basket, does it not ? To leave the
water running from some spigot all
night does not appear to be a serious
matter., An electric light needlessly
burning through the hours of in-
activity is a little thing for a large
business house to consider.

And yet, for all those little points
of leakage, the firm must do work
which is really costly. Valuable
machinery must run, men who re-
ceive high salaries must serve, every
resource of the vast business con-
cern must be taxed, to overcome the
cost of the waste of the humblest
errand boy.

God never wastes anything. He
gathers up the very smoke from the
forest fire and uses it somewhere
else in His great universe. The mist
rising from the sea, touched by His
finger, takes shape and comes back

in the form of rain to water the:

earth and make it smile. In all
heaven, earth and sky not an atom
is permitted to be lost. Everything
is saved.

Don't waste material intrusted to
you. Save  opportunity. Save
strength of body. Save the credit of
the firm by good habits on your
part. Don't waste anything belong-
ing to your employer as you would
not steal it. Don't waste yourself,
80 a8 to unfit to render an honest
day's services for the wages you re-
ceive.—Edgar L. Vincent in Catholic
Columbian.

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

THE OFFICER'S ROSARY

A young officer in the army, whose
life was anything but an exemplary
one, for he was careless in the prac.
tice of his duties to God, had, how-
ever one virtue; he had bound him.
self by a promise to say the rosary
every day. This, as a man otherwise
of honor, he faithfully kept for years.
But for everyone who pledges him-
self to any rule, the occasion must
come when the rule grows irksome,
and so it was with the officer.

One day during the war, he re-
turned at nighttall to his tent, utter-
ly worn out with fatigue, and he
threw himself at once on his cot,
and immediately fell into a deep
sleep.

Before midnight he awoke, or
better said, his Angel Guardian woke
him, and he remembered that he had
not said his rosary. As may be
imagined, he felt not a little disin-
clined to get up and recite it. For a
while he lay still, debating what he
should do. At last he said to him-
self:

“I never broke my word to any
man and I will not do so to our
Blessed Lady.”

He sprang up, and as one after an-
other he said his beads, feelings of
contrition for his past sins began to
enter into hisheart. By the time the
rosary was finished, he was con-
scious of an intense desire to go to
confession. Kneeling down he made
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:l solemn promise to do eo, saying
d.

oud.

I will go to confession to-morrow
morning."” 4

“And why not noy " asked a famil-
iar voice out of the darkness. It was
that of the army chaplain, Father
Damas, who, through the providence
of God, happened to be passing at
that moment and heard the officer's
words.

Impressed by this coincidence he
readily consented and made his con-
fession,

When the Jny dawned he assisted
at the chaplain’'s Mass and received
Holy Communion.

A few hours later the troops were
called out to attack, and almost the
first shot fired by the enemy struck
the young officer and killed him on
the spot. The rosary had once more
saved a soul.—Selected.

THE REWARD OF FIDELITY

Julien was a poor little orphan
boy. A rich man took pity on him
sund adopted him as his own son. He
sent the boy to school in his early
years and as he grew older he had
him taught a trade.

His apprenticeship over, Julien
started out on a tour of France. He
travelled a8 a journeyman for five
years, then returned to his former
home. He had worked hardand faith-
fully, but had not earned very much
money.

Upon reaching his native town he
found that his benefactor had died.
His heirs were in the house; and so
angry were they at not receiving the
sum expected, they were selling off
the furniture and belongings, even
down to a portrait of the dead rela-
tive.

Julien was greatly shocked at this
heartlessness, and he gave all the
money he had for the picture. He
reverently carried it to his own poor
little chamber and hung it up by a
cord. The cord broke, as the picture
was heavy, and it fell with a crash
to the floor. Upon examination
Julien found that the frame was
broken. He was considering how
he could mend it, when he noticed
something inside of it. The objects
proved to be diamonds. With them
was a piece o! paper on which the
tollowing words were written :

“1 am sure that my natural heirs
are heartless. I am sure, too, that
they will sell my portrait. This will
doubtless be bought by some one to
whom 1 have done a kindness.
These diamonds are the property of
that person, I bequeath them to
him,”

The document was properly signed
so that no one could dispute the
boy’'s right to keep the jewels., He
was now very rich; and, out of
gratitude, he remembered the poor
orphans of the city. He built a
large, comfortable home for them,
and often told the story of the por-
trait and the strange will. —Sacred
Heart tieview.

SLOVENLY WORK

Give me a boy noted for being in-
dustrious and who takes so much
honestand manlyprideinhis work that
nothing but’ perfection will suit him,
and I shall feel that I am safe in
prophesying a successful future for
that boy.

There is something fine and manly
in the boy who takes pride in his
work, who feels that it is a reflection
on his character to be lazy, and who
likes to put an “Al” mark on all that
he does.

I remember that I once hap-
pened to be near two boys of
whom each had been given a cer-
tain task to do. I do not know how
long they had been working on it,
but presently I heard one of them
say to the other:

“There, Joe, that will do.
good enough.”

* No, it doesn't, the boy called Joe
replied. “ I'm not going to leave
mine until it looks a good deal better
than it looks now.”

Good for Joe! That boy who sets
out in life determined that he will
not do careless work is on the right
track. Slovenly work will not pass
muster in these days. If you have
such tendencies, boys, you'd better
get rid of them just as soon as possi-
ble. Let a man acquire the reputa
tion of being slovenly and he is a
sure failure. No man wants him
around, and no man with a particle
of honest, manly pride will be a
person of that description. Pride in
bne’s work, no matter what that work
may be, is a tremendous help to suc-
cess.—Catholic Union and Times.

It looks

ELIOT'S NEW RELIGION

Not at all surprising, yet indeed
amusing, would a Christian consider
the so-called “discovery of the
twentieth century Christianity " by
so distinguished a gentleman as
President Ewmeritus Charles W,
Eliot of Harvard, says Vincent P. A,
Clohisy, .B. A., of the law depart-
ment, Georgetown university, in an
article in the New World.

In describing the Creator for
modern man as a sleepless, active,
energy and will, we hope he
will also concede that Creator
infinite intelligence and omni-
potence ; for the order of
the universe implies an Intelligent
Maker; and infinity of God essen-
tially includes omnipotence. The
first cause of all thimgs cannot be
* ens ab alio,” i. e., a being depend.
ent upon another being for its exist-
ence, or made by another being. We
name the First Cause, * God.”
Hence, God is an “ ens a se,” i.e.,
existing by His own power, a being
absolutely independent and self-suf-
ficient., The Creator, then—"ens a
se,” the Supreme Being—is infinite,
is omnipotent, and, therefore, able
to perform miracles, in spite of fin-

ite Dr. Eliot's statement that * men
of science have no faith in magic or
miracles.” We must exclude the
word “ magic " from the argument ;
for magic and miracles, in their
sources, are as different as heaven
and hell.

Thus, even reason alone tells us
that miracles are possible, for naught
can baffle the power of ‘ Our
Father,” whom Dr. Eliot himself
terms ' Almighty.” It “Our Father"
is “ Almighty " in Dr. Eliot's opin-
ion, why not remain consistent in
holding that ‘‘ opinion,” and admit
that the Almighty really is almighty,
and can do all things, including mir-
acles, which - merely consist in
suspending the operation of the
physical law for special reasons ; or
better, since God's concursus make
poseible the operation of the physical
law, certainly God may withhold
that concursus in special cases
wherein His Inflnite Intelligence
sees fit ! .

The Bible is a history ; the ‘' His-
tory of the United States " is a his-
tory, Why can we not believe a
history which is as well the compila-
tion of inspired writings, as readily
as we believe the history of our
nation, or of other nations ? There-
fore, why should we deny the
* thrilling experience " of Jonah in
the whale, with no furliier argument
than that based upon the impossibil-
ity of the Almighty to perform mir-
acles?? The Garden of Eden was a
place in history, and we should no
more deny the events which occurred
there than we would dare to doubt
in modern history the actual fighting
of the Battle of Gettysburg.

If God were able to create a world,
certainly thereis noincongruity in his
giving into the hands of Moses the
Ten Commandments, be they of
what material or design soever. The
expression that “ the sun stood still”
was intended to convey the meaning
that the day continued, and certainly
an omnipotent Being can so com-
mand. The Bible, in order to be
clear, had to adapt its expressions to
the astronomical beliefs of the people
of that time, there being no difficulty
for future generations to understand
the real meaning, though Dr. Eliot
does seem to mistake the mean
ing slightly. An Englishman may
call a shoe a “ boot,” and vet we
understand him to mean what Ameri-
cans ordinarily call a *' shoe.”

However, we need not look in the
Bible or history for miracleg, but will
find them occurring in our own day,
in this country as well as elsewhere,
and especially at Lourdes, in France,
whether Dr. Eliot has ever seen
them happen or not. If finite beings,
such as Dr. Eliot andall of us, were
to understand all that the Infinite
Being understands and does, our
evidently limited and finite intellects
would be equal to the unlimited and
infinite intellect of God—and that is
contradictory ! Miracles can be un
mistakably distinguished from magic
in this, that the former are divine,
and Yo manifest this supernatural
character, must essentially be in pro
motion or defense of the interests of
morality and religion.

Some of the salient features of Dr.
Eliot's statements have been merely
touched upon in this comment. How-
ever, a protracted dissertation should
be superfluous to argue such ration-
ally evident facts as are assailed by
Dr. Eliot. {

Notwithstanding the radical
theories now and then proposed and
reiterated by some well-meaning
theorists of our “‘enlightened " twen-
tieth century, as the same theories
have been advanced with as little
weight of argument from time im-
memorial by men venturing to force
their prominence into strange, un-
welcome and extraneous places, the
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world in general will still continue
on the ever upward path of Christian
civilizationand progress. The civiliza.
tion and progress of, the world will
ever owe its develdpments to the
paramount influence of Christianity.
—Intermountain Catholic.

AN EPISCOPALIAN
MARRIAGE CASE

During the Protestant Episcopal
Convention, held in New York about
three months ago, the Catholie
Church was vituperated for presum-
ing to have a marriage law of its
own. The Convention had not been
closed very long before Episcopalians
of New York were startled at seeing
a gentleman, who had been set free
by the civil law, married to a new
bride in one of their own churches
by one of their own clergy. Some
asked an explanation and were told
by the clergyman involved that the
matter had been referred to the
bishop, with whose approval he had
officiated at he marriage in question.
Thie does not seem to have stopped
discussion in New York and else-
where; for an Episcopalian periodical
appealed lately to its readers to trust
the bishop, giving these two reasons
why they should do so: that he had
consulted a lawyer and that in such
matters he is extremely conscienti-
ous.

We do not for a moment challenge
the conscientiousness of all con-
cerned, the bishop, the clergyman,
the bridegroom and the bride ; but
we think Episcopalians would be
better off, if insuch matters they had
something more stable to rely on
than counsel's opinion and the
bishop's conscientiousness. We have
the greatest respect for the legal pro-
fession. But if one wishes to build
a great bridge he does not consult a
mining engineer, nor if about to con-
struct a system of waterworks does
he quite ignore the hydraulic engin-
eer. Similarly, in matters of eccles-
iastical law one does not go to one
however learned in civil law. The
bishop's conscience will not supply
for his deficiency in science. How
much more satisfactory would it
have been had the bishop been able
to refer the case to a curia of his
own, the members of which, learned
in the letter of the law and precedents
governing its application could have
given him a clear authoritative deci-
sion on its merits. This was inpos-
sible, ,because, at best, the Episopal-
ian marriage law is no more than
rudimentary,

The fact is that Christian marriage
is one thing ; marriage as viewed by
the civil law is altogether another.
The case we have quoted shows that
no body of Christians can defend
Christian marriage without a definite
body of law on the subject. To
those acquainted with the case we
would say : think of all the distine-
tions it may have involved, between
what was' antecedent to the original
marriage and what was consequent,
between the absolute and the rela-
tive, between the antecedent doubt
and the consequent, between the
doubt concerning the law and the
doubt concerning the fact. Hitherto,
Episcopalians, earneéstly as they may
desire to defend Christian marriage,
have been unable to do so efficacious-
ly, just because they have no real law
on the subject. There must have
been some among them to compre
hend this. If they cannot induce
their less understanding brethren to
consent to legislation on the subject,
at least they may restrain such from
reviling the Catholic Church because
it has its Christian law on the mat-.
ter.—America.

13,386 565 CATHOLICS IN
BRITISH EMPIRE

ARG R

CHURCH'S PROGRESS IN GREAT
BRITAIN. OVER SIX THOU-
SAND CONVERSIONS LAST
YEAR

The steady progress which the
Church is making in Great Britain is
aga‘n borne out by the figures given
in the English Catholic Dicrectory for
1914. The Catholic population of
kngland and Wales is given as 2,100,-
446, a8 compared with 1,793,038 last
year. The estimate of the Catholic
population of Scotland, as compared
with last year, shows a . decline.
This year it is 518,969 ; last year it
stood at 547,836, For Ireland the
same flgures have been given in
both years, namely, 3,242 670,

The returns of conversions in Eng-
land and Wales during the year, with
several dioceses not reporting, show
a total of 6,322,

With regard to priests, eecular and
regular, the number in England and
Wales has advanced by 34, and in
Scotland, by 14, there being now a
grand total of 4 449 Catholic priests
within the English and Scottish
provinces. Churches, chapels and
stations, excluding places where
Mass i8 said only occasionally, have
increased by the gratifying number
of 82, the total now standing ,at
2 264, as against 2,182 at the end of
1912,

Altogether, the Catholic population
of the British Empire in Europe
numbers 5.800 526 ; in Asia, 288 898 ;
in Africa, 498,965 ; in America, 3,271,.
358, and in Australia, 1,184 500. The
total Catholic population of the
British Empire is therefore 13,386,-
565. The general population is
417,148,000. The number of Catho-
lice in the United States and the
American possessions of the Pacific
is 24,189,941, The total of the Cath-
olics in English-speaking countries
is therefore 87,676,506, The Catho-
lic population of the world is
estimated at 298,734,824, — Standard
and Times.
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International Harvester
Manure Spreaders

THE 1HC LINE
GRAIN AND EAY
MACHINES
inders, Reapers
eaders, Mowers
Rakes, Stackers
ay Loaders

STEEL fra

parts,
Hay Presses
CORN MACHINES
Planters, Pickers
Binders, Cultivators
Ensilage Cutters
Shellers, Shrediers
TILLAGE
Combination,
Peg and Spring-Tooth,
and Disk w3
Caltivators *
GENERAL LINE
Oil and"Gas Engines
Oil Tractors
Manure Spreaders
Cream Separators
Farm Wagons
Motor Trucks
Threshers
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national manure spreaders are built.
including box,
mechanism, apron, are built by experts,

for small and large farms.

me on steel wheels—that

is the lasting basis on which Inter-

All

beater, spreading

terials, from careful designs

based on field tests.

Every detail is strong and durable, built
for long life and ease of d

g raft. Among the
1l interest you are these: Simple
driving mechanism, all of steel;

load carried on rear axle, insuring traction; reversible

low, easily loaded box, with ample

clearance underneath; end gate, preventing cloggiug
of beater while driving to the field; etc.
All styles are in the I H C spreader line, high and

reverse apron, and various sizes
Cur catalogues will tell
e for them and let us tell you also

where you may see I H C manure spreaders.

International Harvester Company of Canada, Ltd
At Hamilton, Ont.; London, Ont.; Montreal, P. Q.; Ottawa, Ont.;

St. John, N. B.;

Quebec, P. Q.
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--who want charming homes

A charming home is the outward expression of a woman's

sense of beauty — It is not

the result of lavish spending,

You can have a beautiful home—every room glowing with
warmth and cheerfulness and decorated to harmonize with
a general color scheme—if you use

® Alsbastine” 1is the twen-
tieth century finish—some-
thing vastly better than
paper or kalsomine, be-
cause—

Wall paper is placed on a
layer of paste—

This is nothing more or less
n a nursery for germs and
insects—

Besides most wall J?u s
saturated with arsenic in suf.
ficient quantities to impalre
health,

Then ordinary kalsomine Is
bound to chip, blister, crack,
peel or rub off—

It's base is only whiting and
animal glue—a combination
with no solidifying or sani-
tary qualities,

“Alabastine” has antiseptio
properties—

Germs cannot live on or in it
Once the walls of a room are
coated with “Alabastine”
there 18 no necessity for re-
decoration after sickness.

“Alabastine” has stood the
test of time and is to-day
more popular than ever—

It is more economical than
elther wall paper or kalso-
mine and far more sanitary.
Anybody can apply “Alabas-
tine”—

Just mix with cold water and
use a flat bristle brush.

With our numerous tints and
white any color scheme can
be easily and artistically car
ried out.

Free Stencils

Our staff of trained decorators
you nbsolutely free of charge.
suited for your jpurpose.
supply you with “Alabastine.”
free booklet.

will perfect any color scheme for
Also supply free stencils exnc(l{

Your Hardware or Paint Dealer wi

But write for full particulars, .ni

THE ALABASTINE CO., LTD,,

66 Willow St. -

Paris, Canada.
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