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THE FORTUNE FAIRY

————

If you walk in Tipperary

By acertain castle gray,

Like as not you'll meet a fairy
Somewhere there along the way.

He's & orabbed little fellow

in a quaint, old-fashioned suit,
Scarlet coat and waistcoas yellow,
And a three-cocked hat to boot.

All his fingers to his knuckles
Orusted thick with glitt'ring rings,
And a pair of silver buckles

On his shoes, like any king's.

Well, perhaps, he'll be reclining
“Fair au aisy” in the sun,
Feeling drowsy after dining
And not much disposed to run.

Faith, "tis then’s your chance to nab him,
Steal up softly in the shade,

Creep up cautiously and grab him

And your fortune's surely made!

Yes, your fortune’s made forever
If you look him in the eyes,
Vowing he'll escape you never
Till he tells you where it lies—

Where it lies, the hidden treasure,
Good gold pieces fair and round,
Minted in no stinted measure

By the fairies underground!

He'll be turning, he'll be twisting,
He'll be peevish as a cat,

He'll deny the gold's existing,
He'll be saying this and that;

He'll be mocking, he’ll be erying,
He'll be grave and he'll be gay—
Every trick will he be trying
Just to make you lock away.

Bat whatever thing he's saying,
And whatever trick he tries,

And whatever game he’s playing—
Look him straight between the eyes!

Aye, be wary and be steady,

For ’tis oft the rogue has laughed
At the mortals fooled already
By his cuoning and his craft.

Aye be steady and be wary,
For the quiver of a lash

Will release the Fortune Fairy,
And he’ll vanish like a flash!

—~DeNis A. McCarTitY
e

LAWLESS SOCIALISM
ADDRESS BY  ARCHBISHOP
IRELAND — SOCIALISM, UN-
PRINCIPLED IN THEORY, WILD
AND VIOLENT (N METHOD, IS

THE PERIL OF AMERICA TO-
DAY

In the course of an address on “ Some
Problems of Democracy” delivered at
the “Grant Day" celebration in Galena,
IlL, last Saturday, April 27, the Most
Reverend Archbighop Ireland spoke as
follows on the economic peril that
menaces American Democracy:

The economic peril is well within our
doors: care is needed that it do not
penetrate further into the interior of
the household. It is seen in the lawless
ambition of those who have less to have
more, of those who have nothing to
have something. [ say the lawless
ambition. For, far be it from me to set
brakes upon ambitiou rightly ordered to
win for oneself a fair portion of earth’s
possessions and earth’s honors, upon
efforts rightly ordered to turn that
ambition into actual ownership. The
earth is given by its Maker to the
children of men, to all the children of
men, tbat all live of it, that all enjoy
the perfume of its flowers, the nutriment
of its fruits. But He Who made the
gilt, laid down laws, preseribed condi-
tions, under which alone ambition to
possess and actuality of possession make
for the greater good of the whole human
race, under which alone men, singly and
collectively, are to be allowed to plan
and acht. .

The interest of the individual man—
yes. But above the interest of the ii-
dividual man, whoever he is, primes the
interest of the social organism. Man is
born into the soecial organism : he is
bound by ties of nature, by the exigen-
cies of sonl and of body, to fellow-man,
whether within the circle of the family,
or within the wider confines of an aggre-
gation of families, civil society. The
rights of others he must respect and
guard, no leés than his own : upon the

+ salvation and welfare of the collectivity,
family or eivil society he must put a
higher price than upon that of his own
personality. Were it otherwise, the
eolleetivity perishes, and the individual
himself perishes.

Whatever leads to the disruption of
the social organism is forbidden : that
also is forbidden, which ruins private

property — the foundation stone upon

which regts the social structure, the
very core of life in human effort and
human aggraodizment, whether in the
individusa! or in the collectivity, Elim-
inate private property, destroy or min-
imize unduly its rights, make it in-
secure or profitiess — you have ruled
that labor is nobt worth the fatigue,
that indolence and improvidence are
privilezes to be soaght for; you have

rights derived from government, equal
in such opportunities as government
creates or is enabled to create. But all
men are not equal in nature's gifts, phy-
sical or moral, and equality of this kind
no government can create, no govern-

) ment is allowed to presuppose.

In the battle for the possessions of
earth the essential factors are strength of
limb, perspicacity of mind, perseverance
in toil, self-control in winning the prize,
in holding it when it is won. In all
those endowments men by nature or
willing choice are utterly unequal : in
those endowments no constitution, no
law will ever make them egual. And,
80, say what we will, do what we will,
men will never share alike in the owner-
ship of the things of earth. Equal in
ownership to-dsy, to-morrow they will
be unequal : for the possession of the
things of earth is the reward of
things that are necessarily unequal
—personal talent and personal
energy. Democracy has its value
over other forms of government :
it increases to the individual
the fleld of opportunity: with good
reason it may be named opportunity,
opportunity equal to all. Bat oppor-
tunity to all is not success to all. No
one in this regard has more fittingly
defined democracy than the one who,
himself a despot, willed democracy for
all others, the First Napoleon “Dem-
ocraey,”’ said Napoleon, “is a clear path-
way for merit of whatever kind.” But
the merit must be at hand, that the
pathway, however open and clear of bar-
rier, may lead to the goal of success.
And, so, necessarily, there will be the
poorer and the richer: necessarily some
will have much, and some little or noth-
ing. Theorize as we may on what this
world of men cught to be, fashion in
dream as we may utopias of govern-
ments and commonwealths, in the hard
matter of-fact field in which we live and
work, there always will be the man who
can purchase out of his store the labor
of other men, and the man who, to en-
joy a livelihood, must be the toiler in
the service of other men: there always
will be the employer and the employee,
the capitalist and the laborer.

To attempt the use of powers of a
government, be that government the
freest of democracies, in order to make
the world of men other than what nature
has willed it, itis the most futile of
tasks, doomed by nature to failare, sure
if long pursued, to destroy the govern-
ment itself and the social organism in
whose behalf it was instituted.

THE GOVERNMENT AND
DITIONS

Does all this, however, signify that no
duties devolve to a government in the
economic field, that no room is open to
the individual citizen with a view to
make more fortapate than it is the lot
of the poorer,to repress the excesses
such as cupidity may suggest in the
richer, and thus in some measure, to
soften the asperities of inequality, guard
hetter than at times they are guarded
the natural and industrial rights of the
poorer, and take from the richer the
power to enlarge their opportunities
into fraud and unrightecus oppression ?
By no manner of means, To government
and to individual effort, under the sway
of God's eternal justice, much is allowed
along the lines of economic betterment,
much is counselled, much too is com-
manded.

God forbid that I rejoice not over the
transformation wrounght in past days in
the ccndition of the toiler, lifting him
from the slave to the serf, from the sexl
to the freeman, from the mere freeman
to the fully-endowed citizen. God for-
bid that to day I do not lend a sympath-
etic heart and a helping hand to ali
movements tending to broaden among
men the brotherhood of all toward all—
the brotherhood of the divine sonship
granted to all by Him Who is the Cre-
ator and the Father of all,and to hasten
8o far as human shortcomings permit, the
reign among all of charity to all, of jus-
tice to all. Were I to think and do
otherwise, 1 were not myself the child
of the Almighty God, certainly not the
disciple and the minister of the Re-
deemer of Galilee. To the poorer of
my fellow-men, to those who wearily
toil for daily bread, I say, as I should
say—seek by all legitimate methods to
improve your lot, to lift yourselves to a
higher plane of manly independence and
material comfort, to secure to yourselves
the full reward that justice should
measure out to talent and industry.
Effort to this end, personal or com-
bined, is praiseworthy : it is a duty you
owe to yourselves and to those who are
dependent upon you for maintenance in
life. And with this end in view it is
your right to invoke serviceable legis-
lation, and in securing it to make unse of
your political privileges as citizens and
voters. This may well be said to the
honor of the people of America—it is
no wish of theirs that tnose who are the
poorer shail be held to their poverty,
that houest toil shall be barred from
sufficient and adequate remuneration.
None in America will resent efforts
put forth in fair play towards the social
betterment of any class in the popula-
tion, especislly when that class are
those upon whom weigh most heavily
the burthens of human life, and without
whose earnest and wiiling concourse

ECONOMIC CON-

stilled personal and national progress,

von have driven back the human race

to the chaos of barbarism and sav-

agery. .

DEMOCRACY AND EQUALITY OF POS3ES-
BIONS

All men are born eqnusl : democracy
s the government of the people for the
people. Therefore—say some—there
shou!d he equality of possessions ; and
the office of the government is to lend its
authority to the enforcement of this
equality., Fatal misconceptions of the
meauing of the Declaration of American
Independence, of the meaning of Ameri-
can democracy !

All men arve, indeed, born equal—
equal in the meaning of the Declaration
of Independence—equal so far as the
laws of the land may reach, equal in

the talent of others is doomed to idle
ness, and industry and eaterprise pub
out of commission.
THE THEORIES AND METHODS OF
BOOTALISM

If this were the meaning and intent
of that heterogenous and many-sided
combination of planaings and activities
calling itself Bocialism, welcome it
should be, welcome it would be. For
ward, we should say, aud say we would,
in aspiration and design—forward, pro-
vided always the one restriction be ob-
served, that social order be maintained
in safety, that rights to property won
by talent and toll, secured by the just
laws of the social organism, he held in
honor and reverence.

But what not unusually are the theor-
jes and Ithe methods of Socialism ?

Here it is the absolute denial of the
right to private property : “property”
we are told “is theft.” Theré such im-
pediments are set to private property,
such control and limitation, that few or
none will toil to acquire it, few or none
will be able to retsin it. If reward of
toil is allowed, the reward, it is declared,
must go to the one class of toilers—to
those whose hand isthesole armof pewer:
those who toil otherwise, who bring to
the task appliances of industry, talent
of mind, grasp of forethought, wearisome
fatigue of soul, are to be treated as
outcasts, entitled to little or noth-
ing in the distribution of the prize,
which without them never should have
come into form. Property—yes: but
it must not last : it must not be stored,
added unto, although property in this
shape is that alone which will put in
motion the wheels of iudustry and en-
terprise : capital, as stored property is
termed, is the enemy whose destruction
is imposed. 8o the every day preachers
of Socialism, Oapital, we should all
agree, growing into measureless bounds
through fraud and oppression, ought to
be repressed : but not this, the theory
of Socialism. OCapital, Socialism de-
clares, however gathered, must be mini-
mized, if not absolutely annihilated,
even, although, through the absence of
large capital, large plannings so vital to
a great nation be made impossible, and
the whole people be, in consequence, re-
duced to mediocrity of effort and suc-
cess.

Those the theories of Socialism: and
the theories are preached broadcast.
It is the bitter hatred of oue class of
citizens toward another; it is the reck-
less jealousy that pulls down snd de-
stroys: it is the defiance of law and
social order: it is the menace of
war even unto the spilling of blood,

SOCIALISM, THE PERIL OF AMERICA

Socialism, uoprincipled in theory,
wild aed violent in method, is to-day the
peril of all lands whatsoever their form
of government. KEspecially is it the
peril of democracies: there wider social
liberty is allowed to its preachings;
there political rights are more easily
swayed into its service. Socialism to-
day is the peril of America: they are
blind who see not its workings: they are
reckless of the country’s welfare, who
take no alarm from its advancing tidal
wave,

The appeal is made to the toilers of
America to think and to act in opposi-
tion to the erroneous theories of Social-
ism, to its unreasoning and destructive
methods. The appeal is proper. Much
depends upon the toilers of America:
none others would suffer more than they
from the permanent, or even temporary
triumphs of Socialism. But to the
richer, also, to the employer of labor, to
the capitalists of America should the
appeal be made and made most foreibly.
Too often the rich are thoughtless of our
social perils, doing nothing to avert
them, so bearing themselves that they
widen and intensify them.

I have in mind the exiravagance, the
recklessness in expeunditure in the
service of pride and selfishness, g0 often
indulged in by richer Americans., The
question among them is who can make
the most lavish display of wealth, who
can spend the most money for purposes
the most senseless. Extravagance has
become one of our national characteris-
tics: it is scandal of America, at home
and abroad: it is one of the most potent
causce in the growth of our economie
perils,

That large fortunes will be amassed
that large fortuues are indispensible in
a rich and prosperous country, I freely
admit; and this, too, I admit that large
fortunes, wisely apd generously made
use of, are a blessing to a country, a
matter of pride to its citizens, inasmuch
as thereby great enterprises are possi
ble, and great works, otherwise unreal-
izable, are done for national grandeur,
for social and philanthropic weal. Bat
ill u ed, made to minister only to vanity
and gelfish indulgence, large fortunes are
a mighty peril to social peace and
national contentment.

THE BREEDERS OF SOCIALISM

At the bottom of unreasoning Soeial-
iem, of which I speak as a peril to
American democracy, lies a widespread
irritation, begotten from the belief that
gomething is wroug in present social
conditicns, that things are upside dowu,
and they who ought to have something,
have little or nothing, while those who
deserve little or nothing have so much
that the problem for them is how to
throw it away or misuse their abun-
dance. Across the turbulent waters of
uarest and protest the sowers of Social-
ism spread reports of extravagance of
the richer olasses afforded to them by
the enlumns of the public press—and a
gtorm is begotten that sweeps through
the landlin destruction and death. Let
us beware of the breeders of Socialism
and Anarchy. Baut let us know that the
breeders of Socialism are not only them
digsatisfied denizen of the impoverished
cellar and garref, and the fiery orator
of them Socialistic rostram: among them
we must number also the opulent spend-
thrift—the gilded youth of yateh and
elub room, who seemiogly has the one
task before him, to waste in rare viand
and costly liguid the savings of a self-
econtained ancestry; the vain dame whose
boast, is the $25000 or $50,000 strung
in gold and pearl over arm and neck;
the folly-stricken host or hostess in
tent on dazzling guests with precious
plate upon the table, while exotic roses,
telling of remote tropical climes,
deaden their senses. The fashion of ex-
travagance is limitless in its absurd be-
hests: Croesus and Calignia are
distanced by their American imitatora.
Meanwhile, nearby wen and women
suffer -tha pepgs of hunger: and
the toilers sweat out their life blood in
noisome factory snd  death-dealing
wine that they and their families
way st all be enabled to live. And,
meanwhile, too, the spirit of extrava-

neighbors, must spend away beyond
needs and mesns : even the poorer must
ply the knee to the idol of the times and
in worship to pride and sensualism scorn
befitting moderation, and eat snd drink
and dress, until nought is left behind in
provision for the morrow, as a safeguard
against days of ind ial dep ion,
such as surely now and then will darken
their pathway—and, as the result, the
most wealth-creating country in the
world is thrown into the throes of pov-
erty, and, even from America the
clamor goes out that all is wrong in the
present social orgenism, and the time
+has come to decree its death and extine-
tion. Yes—if ever the wildest form of
Socialism prevails in Americs, the rich
men and women of America will have
done their ample share in hastening its
triumphs.

ONE VIEW OF WOMAN
SUFFRAGE

From the recent Lenten Pastoral
Letter of Right Rev. Dr. O'Dwyer,
Bishop of Limerick, we take the follow-
ing interesting remarks on the Woman
Sufirage question.

The Bacrament of Marriage is the
corner stone of human society, and,
therefore, it has been left by its Divine
Institator, not at the merey of civil gov-
ernments, but in the guardizuship of
His Own Church, to whose jurisdiction
it belongs no less fully than any other
sacrament or rite of our holy religion.
And you see that as soon as men throw
off the Christian faith, or lose a hold of
its principles, one of the first practical
consequences is an attack upon the mar-
riage tie. What they call wmodern pro-
-gress, in the moral order, may be meas-
ured by their divorce laws. They
would put woman back again in her
pagan condition, in pre-Christian times,
and it is a sad fact, but an elcquent
demonstration of the need of an infal-
lible guide in morals, as well as faith,
that the only religious body which now
stands like a wall of brass against this
onrush of human passion is our Holy
Church. In Ireland we have been able
by God's blessing to keep out this fatal
evil, but we have to be on our guard
against the advance of principles, and the
admission of practices which are the first
steps in the same directipn. There hss
been for some years a movement to draw
women from their homes,|and to engage
them in oeeupation whicl& an elder gen-
eration thought entirely unsuited to
them, Even in onr Catholic schools one
can perceive a spirit of publicity, a
craving for notoriety, which is entirely
new amongst us. For myself, I am con-
vioced that the sunual publication of
children's names, and sometimes even of
their photographs, must on educational
grounds to be injurious, and be fatal in
the long run to true scholarship end
hard work both for boys and girls; but
for girls I regard it as the first step
toward breaking down the deliescy and
modesty which is their most precious
possession. School should be a second
home, and its work be almost equally
private. This evil, however, although
serious is remote, but a far graver evil
is already spon us, and seems to me to
call urgently for attention. A consider-
able number of Catholic girls are follow-
ing the courses of our University Col-
leges in exactly the same conditions as
young men, with no distinetion between
them in studies, or even social condi-
tions, but thrown into large towns to
rough it as best they can away from
their pareunts and all the protection of
home. In Eongland they have special
colieges in connection with the Uaiver-
sities of Oxford and Cambridge and
London for women. It is a strange
thing, and suggests an unpleasant com-
mentary on the drift of things that
we have not one such college in Ireland
where we boast so much of our religious
faith and the virtue and modesty of oar
wonen.

INTO THE TURMOIL OF POLITICS

Another phase of this modern move-
ment is the agitation which has been
set on foot to draw women into the tur-
moil of politics. I do not refer now
to their taking part in local affairs,
especially those, such as the admini-
stration f workhouses, which are more
or less of a charitable nature, and afford
scope for their special energies, but to
their claim to get the Parliameuntary
suffrage, and to vote, and of course, to
act equally with men in Parliamentary
elections. Hitherto this very grave
question has been merely academio, and
provoked a smile of amusement, rather
than serious consideration. Now, it has
come within the range of practical poli-
ties, and it is for everyone to weigh well
the consequences immediate and remote
of so profound a change in our social
conditions. Many women who will
hear this letter read will think that it
is impossible that a measure for which
none of them have ever asked, which
most of them regard as an absurdity,
which publie opinion in Ireland has not
demanded, shouald be suddenly imposed
upon us, Yet it is quite possible. The
game parties in Parvliament often
leads to strange results, and it is well
for us in lreland to realize the danger
that without onr consent, this measure
may become law, aud the women of Ire
laud be placed in & position from which
all theic instinots and habits of thoughy
would shrink. A
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oL

WHEN HUSBAND AND WIFE DISAGREED

The objection to giving votes to wo-
men is not that they would exercise the
frauchise with less judgment or honesty
than men. In intelligence, in conscien-
tiousness, in genuine desire for the pub
lie good, they are not inferior to men.
That is not the objection. KFrom the
peace of their homes they would he
drawa into the angry, and often gqualid,
strife of political parties. Now they
stand outside all such coatentions. A
man comes home from some turbulent

gance is. let loose sll ol ;

the middling rich, following, though
from sfar, in the footsteps of richer

of an election contest, and finds
in his home, under the inflyence of a
good woman, the cilm and\quietness

thot are the one need of his soul at the
time. But how would it be if this wife
was an active participator in the same
contest, and in his home, in which he
might look for some cessation of strife,
be found the same or even greater
bitterness? Are we to contemplate the
possibility of husband and wife taking
opposite sides, and the peace and
harmony of their family disturbed
and  their children divided into
opposite camps with their par-
ents ? The very thought is shock-
ing to every sense of Christian pro-
priety. Are women to attend public
meetings, and join clubs and leagues,
and other such bodies, and just as men
do now take an active interest in all pol-
itical developments ? It is not easy to
see how such a life is oconsistent with
the care of home and children, and re-
gard for the great and important inter-
ests that now depend entirely on the
woman of the house. Young women,
who have no home or children to mind
may find time for such things, although
not without grave damage to every
feminine disposition and feeling but for
mothers of families it would simply
mean the neglect of their children, the
abandonment of their homes, with all
their duties and responsibllities and the
loss of the reverence and affection which
they new receive from husband and son.
The hushand by God's ordinance is the
head of the family, and in all its exter-
nal relations, its representative. He
speaks and votes, and acts for wife and
chilg, and it is nothing less than a re-
versal of the order that God has estab-
lished to deprive him of that office, and
set up his own wite to divide it with
him, and it may be, oppose his action.
If the wifeis to vote and act with the
husband, what is the gain of her receiv-
ing the franchise ? Ii she is to be free
to vote and act against him, then the
franchise for her is the readiest way to
break up the peace of her family, de-
stroy her own legitimate influence, and
with it banish religion from the home.
In England we see with what fanatical
violence this claim of women to divide
political power with men is being ad-
varced, and it is because I feel the
danger that this monstrous decrdina-
tion may, without the consent, and al-
most without the knowledge of the
people of this country, be imposed upon
us, that I feel it my duty to call atten-
tion thus publicly to the danger.

HOW EXPLAIN THEM ?

At last the editors of our secular
papers have waked up to the fact that
there are things happening in the world
in the present age that invite the closest
investigation of modern science and
challenge explanation by skeptics of the
supernatural. Recently in the World-
Herald an editorial writer devoted con-
siderable space to Lourdes, the shrine
in France where so many wonderful
cures have been wrought.

It is a new thing to find the cures at
Lourdes discussed on the editorial page
of a secular daily. But even editorial
writera on such up-to-date publications
may wake up finally to the facts that
have oocurred at Lourdes for fifty years
and that still make that shrine the cen-
ter towards which thousands of pilgrims,
from all parts of the earth, converge
each year. The facts are pabliec pro-
perty and a corps of the best physicians
in France—Catholic and infidel—are
ready to bear witness to them.

What is the explanation ? Perhaps it
is too much to expect an editor on a
daily paper to admit the likelihood of
supernatural power effecting those won-
derful cures. He must first be convin-
ced of the reality of the cures, and then
he “will search for the law by which
they are to be explained.” The proofs
of the facts rests upon the same kind of
evidence as the best authenticated facts
of history—the testimony of eye-wit-
nesses. In the case of Lourdes the
witnesses are experts, the best physi-
olans—many of them without any relig-
ion—who examine the patients before
and after the cures, Hundreds of cases
have been so authenticated. It is,
therefore, up to the editor to formulate
bis law to explain the facts. Or will he
—after ‘examination—do what greater
scientists have done—admit that they
cannot be explained on merely natural
grounds ?—True Voice.

CATHOLIC POPULATION-OF
ENGLAND

In a speech delivered before theCatho-
lic Association of England His Ewmiu-
ence Oardinal Bourne made the follow-
ing interesting remarks on the inerease
of the Catholic population of Kuglaud.

“The other day,” said His Eminence,
“the Archbishop of Cuanterbury—after
expressions touching respect for the
foreign religions aommaunities that have
gettled in Eogland, and using words
which showed his appreciation of their
effrts, and also a realization of the
fact that if they received so many non
Catholic pupils, it is not becanse we
are seeking non Catholic pupils, but
beceanse the non Catholie parents are
seeking the convent school—went on to
suggest that Anglicans need not be
alraid, after all, because if we were to
take the statistics of the Registrar-
General they wou'!d show that the nom-
ber of Catholic marriages was not in-
eveasing. I have nob had time to verify
these facts, but I am periectly per-
suaded that our numbers in Eogland
ave not decreasing, hut they are stead-
ily increasing, and that they are very
much larger than we have any knowi-
edge of. As long as the legislature
does nob see ite way to include ‘religions
beliet’ in the decennial census we sghail
not have accurate figures. The other
day I called attention to the undoubted
faot that we have now in Kngland some-
thing like treble the number of churches
and of clergy that we had sixty-one
years ago. The Catholic Chureh in
this country is a voluntary organiza-
tion. We live on the alms of the faith

ful. Does it not follow clearly that if
our churches are well maintained and
our clergy well snpported—although
the Catholic wealth of the country has
not increased to a surprisingly great
extent—our numbers in every rauk of
life must be enormeusly greater than
they were sixty years ago ? Wherever
we set up a chapel, even in a remote
town in Kuogland, there is in a very
short space of time a growing congrega-
tion. Further, if we set up a church in
sny suburb of London, or in any new
distriot of the greater cities, and if we
put there, unburdened by debt, a priest
who is zealous and active, we find that
in two or three years he will most cer-
tainly find sufficient means of subsist-
ence. I quote these faots as proof, if
any be needed, that the number of
Catholies in this country is steadily in-
creasing. [ have no wish to bear testi-
mony to the aet that the apostolic and
zealous labors of generations of Bishops
and priests and the devotion of genera-
tions of laity have not been in vain;
and if in the fature we are to make pro-
gress it will certainly be in proportion
a8 we remain faithful to the poliey of
the past. There is nothing aggressive
about us, We have no desire to inter-
fere with the liberty of our fellow-coun-
trymen, but we wish by all reasonable
and lawful means to bring home to the
mind and the conscience of the English
people that the one true Church of
Jesus Christ is that which has its center
in the Eternal City of Rome.

“OURTAILING LIBERTY OF
THOUGHT”

——

“Alphongus,” in the Ave Maria, thus
answers the time-worn objection that
“the Chureh curtails the liberty of
thought” :

Tae answer to an objection so often
made against the church—that she cur-
tails liberty of thought, closes up the
search for truth, and stifies free dis-
cussion of religious questions,—is, of
your right and freedom to hold, or even
to think, the opposite of that truth.
Take an example. No scientist thinks
his liberty of thought interfered with
because he has accepted the law of
gravitation. He has committed him-
self forever to Nature’s principle that
a stone will fall to the earth ; he can
not, cousistently with sanity, assert for
himself the liberty to think that the
stone will fall up to the moon. Has he,
then renounced the freedom to think
for himself 2 In regard to this particu.
lar truth, he certainly has.

Again, he will not and cannot deny
the truth of the heliocentric system, or
the possibility of navigating the air, or
the fact of the circulation of the blood,
or of the rotundity of the earth, or the
truth of the proposition that any two
sides of a triangle are greater than the
third side. I say he is absolutely com-
pelled, willy-nilly, to admit these facts;
consistently with reason, he dare not
think otherwise about them. Has he,
then, given up his freedom to “think for
himself” ? Again, I answer, so far as
these truths are concerned, most assur-
edly be has; aad for the simple reason
that every truth excludes its opposite,
and no sane man cau hold two contra-
dictory beliefs at the same tima,

But to recognize this is one thing,
and to say that in consequence the
scientist has paralysed his judgment,
aad forfeited or bartered away his God-
given faculty of thinking for himself on
other things, is surely something quite
different. Who would be so silly as to
draw sguch s conclusion? No one, I
venture to think. Yet it is precisely
this silly coneclusion that Protestants
draw when they accuse Catholies of
“giving up their freedom of judging for
themselves” bacanse they are obliged to
accept certain truths that God has re-
vealed. Catholica believe the Catholie
Faith because it is the Faith, no more
aud no less, once delivered by the
Bternal Son of God. And they certain-
ly have no wish and no right and
no freedom to criticise it, or believe
anything opposed to or different
from it. But surely in this there is no
sacrifice of liberty except in the sense I
have already explained; rather is it the
attainment of true freedom. “You shall
know the trath,” said our Blessed Lord,
“and the truth shall make you free,

BIGOTRY IN A NOVEL

The New York Times Book Review is
noted for undue partiality towsrds the
Qatholiec Charch. Consequently when
it places * Valadero Ranch ” pnder the
above caption, the book must be a
wretehed performaunce and eertainly un-
fit for a Pablio Library. If you come
across it in vour Puablic Library, just
copy the f llowiong estimate of the book
from the New York Times Book Review.

* Narrow minded anti-Catholies will
find much pleasure in reading Hope
Darling's * Valadero Ranch " (Ameriean
T'ract Society, $1), for its whole tenor
in antagonistic to the Catholie Chureh,
The writer hasg tried to make her villain
a sort of early nineteenth century Car-
dinal Richelien, and every chapter
hresthes contempt for Rome. The
storv is laid in Southern California in
1832, and the plot consists of the efforts
of vhe Chureh to get possession of the
property which gives title to the story,
and, incidentally, to win back to the
faith Mercedes Valadero, niece of its
owper. Tae right or wrong of either
belief aside, it does no good to stirup ill-
feeling between them. Few but bigoted
persons will find the book readable.
Like the text, the illustrations are ap
parently the work of an amateur, and
had the publisheis been wiser both had
never been printed.—From Truth,
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Truth is the quality we all seek as
the highest good. If confidence exists,
all the complications of life fade away.
That the word of an individual is uo-
questioned in the greatest asset he can
possess is life.~L. C. Abbo!.

CATHOLIC NOTES

Daring the year 1910, 175 missionaries
including 12 Bishops, died in the foreign
mission fleld. Of these 88 were from
France and 2 from the United Statés.

The State armory board has kindly
offered the use of the Seventh Regiment
armory, New York, to the parishioners
of 8t. Vinceut Ferrer's church for
divine services while the church is be-
ing rebuilt.

According to statistics just published
the Catholic population using the Ger-
man tongue {n the German cmpire, its
colonieg aud ia Luxembourg, Switzer-
land and Austria amounts to 41,450 385,
with over 43,000 priests, secular and
regular.

The Jesuit Fathers opened a Catholio
University nine years ago at Shaughis.
it is alveady famous among the educated
classes of China and is known as the
“ University of the Dawn of Day.”
Aunother university to be conducted by
the Jesuits is about to be opened at
Hong-Kong.

A hospital costing not less than
§1 000,000, exclusive of the ground, will
be built next spring by the Sisters of
the Poor of St. Franeis, Cincinnati, O.,
acoording to defluite announcement
made recently., The Sisters of St.
Francis operate some 25 hospitals in the
United States and Europe.

At the recent meeting of the Ladies’
Auxiliary to the A.O. H., of Plymouth
county, Mass., resolutions were adopted
urging Catholic women to deny social
intercouzse and friendship to all persons
who baving obtaived a divorce, are
living in sinful union, thus openly defy-
ing the law of God, for as Catholics we
denounce absolute divoree.

The Rev. Oldrie Deren*kal, O, F. M.,
who is laboring among the Indians,
writes that “of the 4 398 members of the
Chippewa tribe, 3,102 are Catholie.
There are fine #chools under the man-
agement of the Oatholic Sisters at
Odanah, Bayfield and Reserve, where
hundreds of Indian boys and girls dur-
ing thirty years bave received a practi-
cal training to fit them for life and
eternity.”

The Holy Father has just finished the
writing of an antipbhone in Latin verse
for the Maestro Perosi, of St. Peter’s,
Rome, who is now setting the antiphone
to musie. 1t will be rendered in the
Basilics of St. Mark's, Venice, on the
oceasion of the inaugaration of the
Campanile, April 25. His Holiness
wishes his work to be regarded as a gift
to the people of Venice.

A picturesquely patriarchal figure,
who attracted the attention of thou-
sands of American vigitors to the “Pas-
sion Play” of 1910, has juet died at
Ooersmmergau, aged ninety-three. lis
name was Ledermann, and he was the
oldest inhabitant of the village., He
becan acting in the “Passion Play” in
1825, at the age of six, and continued to
appear regularly thereafter at each de-
cennial performance.

Aunouncement has been made that
Mrs. Hosley, widow of Commodore H.
H. Hosley, U. 8. N,, has definitely de-
cided upon becoming & nun and will be
received into the Order of the Sacred
Heart, says the Army and Navy Jourpal.
Mrs. Hosley is at present at Kenwood
Convent near Albany, where her
novitiate will be passed. She is de-
scribed as a handsome woman of middle
age and the mother of a child who,
immediately after her graduation two
years ago, entered the Order of the
Sisters of Oharity at Emmittsburg, Md.
President MeAleer, of the Boston
club, of the Awmerican Baseball League,
has presented to Cardinal O'Conpell a
perpetual pass for the new baseball
grounds. Toe pass is of gold, a magnifi-
cent piece of workmanship, and was
graciously received by his eminence,
who, ia answer to the presenfation
speech of Mr. MeAleer, said he was very
glad to approve of any enterprise whose
object was the progress of the city of
Boston and the advancement of clean,
manly sport. Cardinal O'Connell added
that he would gladly use the pass which
had been presented to him.

The magnificent Chateau of Coiguy,
which is now the property of Lady
Bosnchamp, the heiress of the Dukes of
Coiguy, hss been placed by this lady at
the disposal of the Bishop of Counten-
ances for use as a Oatholic College. Lady
Beauchamp and her children, all of whom
occupy important positions in court
circles at St. James, London, are Angli-
cans, but she has great sympathy for the
Chureb, and both are anxious to assist
Christian sehools of Franee which have
struggled so bravely to keep alive the
faith,

With the confidence gained from
many successful recitals in thelr own
country the Paulist Ohoristers of
Chicago will leave on May 10 to take
part in the international countest of
choral societies in Paris on May 27, 28,
and 20, The contest will be held under
the auspices of the French Government.
All the best choral societies of Earope
will be entered. A national holiday
has been proelaimed for the days of the
contest. The street in front of the
I'rocadero, where the contest wiil be
held, is to be closed to heavy traffic so
as to prevent any noise disturbing the
choirs.

The Methodists
proselytizing among
Denver, Col. The
charge of one Rev. Francesco
P. Sulmonetti. who conducts the
migsion under the name of “Evaugelical
[talian Chureh,” and for the support cf
which thet Methodists allow him §1,490
a yvear. There areabout 15000 Italiavs
in Donver, and in a few years they will
out-number all its foreign-born citizens,
It is proving a rich field for the prose-
lytizers who have smple funds behind
them to cdrry or their misrepresenta-
tion of the Catholiec Church and destruc-
tion of all Christian faith in the hearta
of these people. )

have begun their
the Iltalians of
work is in




