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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

A TERRIBLE DISASTER. —That
was a sad piece of news that came
from St. Paul de Joliette on Satur-
day morning last. The night previ-
ous the old presbytery had been de-
stroyed by fire, and in the burping
the aged pastor, Rev. Father Dupont
was cremated. For some time past
the good priest had been ill, and the
only other occupant of the house
was an aged servant. By the loca-
tion of the priest’s remains it was
evident that he was attempting to
get through the door when he be-
came overcome by the elements and
perished. On Tuesday last the sol-
emn obsequies of the beloved priest
toov place, and to say that sorrow
reigned in all the parish would be to
express the matter mildly. The house
one of the oldest, if not the old-
land-
since

was
est in the parish, It was &

mark that had stood there
1783. In all those one hundred and
twenty years it was familiar vo gen-
eration after generation of the in-
habitantis of the town, and its dis-
appearance sadly coincided with that
of the priest who, for the past ten
years, had made it his home and
whnose paternal solicitude was ex-
tended to the entire parish. Father
Dupont was born at Vaudreuil, sixty
years ago—in 1841—and had been

transferred to the parish of St.
Paul de Joliette in 1893, He was
kindly, pious, exemplary man, and
one whose heart was in the work

that he had to do in the field of re-
ligion. Under any circumstances he
would have been greatly missed and
his departure deplored, but when
death came to him in such a tragic
form the consternation can be read-
ily understood, and the grief can be
easily pictured. May his soul rest in
peace is the prayer that we ask in
his behalf from our readers.

LESSONS FOR CHILDREN, —
There are lessons and lessons! Les-
sons of good and lessons of evil; les~
sons that instruct and lessons that
efface true knowledge; lessons that
elevate and amuse, and lessons that
debase without contributing to en-
joyment. Of this latter class are the
illustrated lessons which the major-
ity of present-cay great dailies fling
out weekly in their colored suppli-
ments. As a French writer once said
of an anti-patriotic farce, so might

we say of these pictures, ‘‘they wougd

be very amusing if there effects were
not so deplorable.” 8 g

Here we have entire
erated to these serial kpvlot

ges conse-

the mere breakihg of things in the
house and the ing on of all
kinds of dangerous and mischief-mak-
ing games, but it is the spirit of de-
structiveness that the children ac-

quire and which frequently follows
them on through life.
There is nothing elevating, mnoth-

ing refined, nothing good in these
caricatures, these vulgar colored sup-
pliments. Théy are - calculated to
produce untold harm in the world,
and the moral wrong they do can
never justify the men who gain a
few dollars for their papers at the
expensé of the training and natures
of the children of a rising genera-
tion. We have no hesitation in say-
ing that these colored suppliments
work as much moral havoe, of a
kind, amongst children, as immoral
pictures work amongst grown-up peo-
ple. In fact more; for the older peo-
ple have powers of resisting the sug-
gestions and temptations that are
set in their way, while the children
are instinetively impelled to imitate
that which they find so amusingly
placed under their eyes. This is but
one phase of a yellow and debasing
journalism that must eventually be
frowned down by society—or it will
crush society in its most tender
members.

A RITUALISTIC TRIAL. — ‘“The
Rev. Paul James Francis’’ an Epis-
copal clergyman, who styles nimself

3 “*Minister-General of the Order of the

Atonement’’—as grandiloquent al-
most as Sir Harry Lindlay of the
Mount, Lord Lyon, King-at-Arms —
has a monastery on a mountain near
Garrison, N. Y. He is now to be
brought before Right Rev. Leighton
Coleman, Bishop of Delaware; the di-
ocese in which the monastery is situ-~
ated, to answer the charge of con-
ducting ‘‘a propaganda designed to
lead Episcopalians to acknowledge
the supremacy of the Pope of Rome.’’
Not a bad thing, if there were any
likelihood of such ever coming to
pass; but we think the good Bishop
of Delaware will have all his trouble
for no purpose.

It seems that ‘‘Father Francis’’ has
been issuing a publication called the
“Lamp,” in which he vehemently
calls for a general council of the
*““Catholic churches,” in which the
Epi 1 Shurch sh Id take part,
-and the ‘outcome of which should be
the submission of the latter OChurch
to Rome. The present fright on the

| part of the High Church clergymen

can be readily understood = from the

e
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submission to a Divinely constituted
authority—even though they pay tri-
bute thereto by their imitation,
There is more honesty, if not any
more enlightenment, in the “monks’”
attitude than in that of the Ritual-
istic. The result of the trial is not
of much consequence; ‘‘Father Fran-
cis’’ will be condemned, and will ei-
ther retract, or break loose and pro-
ceed to Rome. But the Ritualists
will remain like Mahomet’s coffin,
suspended between heaven and earth,
upheld by nothing, based on nothing,
and, in fine, a mere fiction to de-
ceive the credulity of those whose
fanaticism is sustained by a believe
in the old prophet of the desert.

It is not improbable that the Ritu-
alists of certain - sections of the
world will make greater efforts to
extinguish any attempt to ""“Roman-
ize’’ their people; but they can no
more prevent the Romeward trend of
enlightensd Protestantism than they
can stay the Gulf' Stream or change
the direction of its current.

A CATHOLIC CRITIC. — In the
“Bookman,’”” for April, Rev. Dr.
Barry makes a clever review of Mrs.
Humphrey Ward’s last novel, ‘‘Lady
Rose’s Daughter,”” Rev. Dr. Barry
says:—

“‘Mrs. Ward carries off a couple of
women from French Memoirs, dresses
them up in their native epigrams,
and rewrites the delicious incident of
high life below stairs which finishes
her first part triumphantly.””

He then turns to the part played
by the Catholic religion in recent
drama and fiction. He says: ‘‘The
Catholic religion, the aspirations of
St. Francis—these are not so much
embroidery, to be bought by the
yard, stitched on to a soeiety can-
vas, and hung up in Lady Henry’s
reception room. Read, by way of
testing this applique work, any chap-
ter of poor affiicted ‘Angela de Fol-
igno,” a few letters of ‘St. Batherine
of Sienna,” or ‘St. Theresa’s Life,’
written by herself; then you will
mark the difference between a litera-
ture which, is, at best, second-hand

psychology, And the gennine record
of saintly perience.’”
This is tHe style anc class of criti-

cism that is most required in our
day; it goes to the care of the evil
that is afllicting {he world of light
literature, and it exposes the rotten-
pess that is around the seeds within,

He says, again, that there is just
now an affectation of putting sacred
things on the stage. How often, oh,
how often have we not, in tnese very
columns, condemned that practice !
He says that it has been suddenly
discovered that the green-room wants
replenishing; and he says: From the
shepherds of Bethlehem to the friars
of Assisis, all picturesque Catholics
are laid under contribution. ‘‘Barni-
val, masquerade, Bartholomew Fair!
Some, moreover, not satisfied with
our old clothes, would like to know
how we feel in them; hence the copi-
ous borrowings from our spiritual
library.”’* Sup:ming up Mrs. Ward’s
book, Dr. Barry thinks that the first
150 pp. of it are excellent comedy.
He thinks that chapter 18 would
have drawn praige even from George
Sand, whose manner is admirably
eaught in it. The remainder of the
book he describes as ‘‘a selection of
o from a pl book,
ntted on to an Englishman who does
pot understand St. Francis, and a
woman whq has ceased to be Made-
moiselle de 1’Espinasse.”’

e

| THMB DUBLIN CONVENTION.-Une

exchanges referring to the re-

“phases presented by the
ited national convention

asgurance of the realization of Ire.
land’s long cherished desire for scli-
government and political autonomy,
Practically the leaders on all sides
have demonstrated that this is
the time for fiery appeals or  hot-
headed denunciations. And it woula
be well if the press would also enter
into the spirit of the Nationalist
party, and refrain from any expres.
sions that might tend to cast a
doubt upon the sincerity of the gov-
ernment’s intentions, or to waken up
any uncalled for feelings of antagon.
ism, that could only result in frus.
trating the cherished hopes of all
who have Ireland’s welfare at hearu,

Never did Ireland enter upon sich
a critical period. 1In the
hangs the fate of the present arn . of
the coming generations; and at uch
a moment it is evident that one false
step, discordant one
thoughtless action, unguarded
one indication of dissatis-

not

bal: nce

one voice
one
move, or
faction might put an end to a scheme
that has been so d@dmirably prepared
during the past years by Redmond
and his following.

THE MONTH OF MARY. —Before
the the
month of May Wwill have commenced,
and with it the ‘“Month of Mary."”
We refer to this matter this week in
order to craw attention to the great
importance for all Catholics to
gin, at the very first day, to follow
the various religious practices asso-
ciated with that precious month. As

next issue of our paper

be-

each one knows, in every church there
is an hour fixed for the special pray-
erg that. are said,
honor of the Mother of God. In some
parishes these devotions consist of
the Litany of the Blessed Virgin, the
Rosary, ané possibly a short instruc-
tibn on the glories of Mary. Bfit no

in common, in

matter in what they consist, the idea
is to dedicate, in a practical
ner, the month of May to the Bless-

man-

ed Lady.

selves, for the situation is not suffi-
ciently clear to us to be able to
comment upon it. However, we may
say that this (‘hmsc,:’
which gave rise to the Pastoral in
question, purported to “effectually
protect the rights of our co-religion-
ists in the event of the State under-
taking the teaching of religion in the
schools.”” This clause is proven by
the Archbishop to be worthless and
the grievances to
which Catholic children are subjected
We
as it is

“‘Conscience

source of untold
in the Victorian State schools.
this much
the immediate cause of the archiepis-
copal But
sire to take the opening paragraphs
of that splendid pastoral, for they
apply here as well as in the Austra-

merely mention

pronouncement. we de-

lasian colonies, and as well is in
every land where the State seeks to
usurp the rights and privileges of pa-

rents and of the Church in matters

of education. Read attentively these
few instructive and suggestive pass-

The Archbishop say

ages.
““ The Education Act is originally
passed, with the full concurrence of
the great majority of Victorian non-
Catholics,
secular,
In those days there were bigots who
hoped, and expressed their hope, that

contemplated only free,

and compulsory education.

such a system of education, divorced
from religion, would alienate Catho-
lic children from the faith of their

Church and the practices of their re-

is leading? Because, forsooth, a ma-
jority of the people are Protesvant,
Catholics must acquiesce in  their
practical abrogation of the funda-
mental principle of our Constitution,
which guarantees effective equality to
citizens of all denominations.

““This step will be taken when the
whole body of State school teachers
are utilized for giving to all their
pupils the kind or religious instruc-
tion of which Protestant ministers
approve. The plea which has been
used so often and so fallaciously a-
gainst Catholics, namely, that the
State should not be called on to pay
for religious education, will then be
found to admit
namely, where the majority is a Pro-
testant one and where the
education suits the majority.”

Is it not the same old story all
That one-sided sys-
tem against which Catholics, in a
minority, Austra-~
lia, is the same that obtains against
United States of Amer-
ica; it is the same that underlaid the
Manitoba School question in Canada.
In fact, the “Equal Rights’’ of which
we heard so much a few years ago,
that
manded by

of an exception,

religious

the world over?
are struggling in

them in the

were so persistently de-
the anti-Catholic ele-
are the exact same kind of
of Melbourna

and

ment,

rights that His Grace

describes in his pastoral. They are
“equal’’ as long as. the Protestant
element has the majority; they are

ligiom. Such a result seemed sufli-
cient compensation for the irrepara-
ble loss which non-Catholic children
suffered by being deprived of "their |
birthright in this Christian land
Years passed away, during which the
process of disintegration was sup-

i to be going on in the Catholic
on the

Po
Church. The watchmen slept
Israel, and gave no warn-
the that

wrought their
The State schools were

take

towers of

ing of havoe was heing

own peoplc
allowed to

their

amongst

care of themselves, and

doors were seldom | darkened hy the

The month of March is dedicated
to St. Joseph; June to the Sacred
Teart; October to the Holy Angels;
w! omber to the souls in Purgatoryy
and so on through the year. But fo
the one who was privileged . beyond
all other human beings, the one that
was raisec to the dignity of the Mo-
ther of God, May is the momth that
specially selected by the
is decidedly the

has - been
Church., And it
most appropriate of all the months.

There is a fresh life that comes in-
to the world with May. The days
grow gradually longer, the temperec
heat ‘of the sun becomes more in-
vigorating, the atmosphere grows
purer, the flowers begin to bud and
the trees to take on their garb of
leaves, there are birds in the air,
and living things in the woods, the
waters leap along with joyous songs

and the sap of rejuvenated life
comes into all creation. In propor-
tion the mind expands, the soul

soars aloft, the entire being of man
is made fo participate in that new
life. And when we contemplate the
spiritual regeneration that came with
Faster, and the delights that its
after-effects create, we are more than
ever inclined to rejoice, to sing
hymns of praise, to adore the Bene-
factor of humanity, and to love and

venerate the Mother of the Risen
Son of God. Then the flowers so
fresh and fragrant, are such a fit

dondtion for the altar of the Virgin;
and the first spring buds of the soul’s
devotion are surely the most accept-
able spiritual gifts that can be
brought to her shrine. Therefore, we
again ask the attention of each of
our  readers to the fact that the
coming Friday will be the first of
May, and that means the opening of
the month of Mary. There were nu-
merous customs associated with May
in the past. The May day festivities
of almost.a national as well
religions character in some
‘Canada, in years of
Tong Winters, it used to be

set up the May-pole on
the dancings a-

visit of any repregentative of the
churches.

the Catholic
! Church, trae te her cherished princi-
set

“In the meantime,

ples and her sacred instincts
maintaining
schools of the
bread of life might be broken to the

about building and

her own, in which

little ones. At first it was regarded
by the onlookers as a spasmodic and
futile effort. that
would grow tired of such

It was predicted
the people
sacrifices, and that secularism would
win in the struggle. But
year saw the Catholic schools

year after
mul-

tiplied, better equipped, ané better
manned. Religious podies were ap-
pealed, and nobly responded to the

Gradually it dawned upon the
unex-

call.
awakened watchmen that two
pected results were apparent, name-
ly, that faith was dying out am-~
ongst the children of their respective
denominations, and was living and
fruitful amongst Catholics. Like Is-
rael of old, they had done two evils,
they had forsaken God’s cause in the
abandonment of religious instruction
which is, to the young, the fountain
of living water, and they digged to
themselves cisterns, broken cisterns,
which could hold no water. Seeing
their mistake they sought to repair
it in a halting and inflective manner,
They applied for permission to give
religious instruction in the ‘State
schools after the schools were
missed, 1f Catholics viewed this re-
quest in the narrow-minded spirit in
which they view Catholic claims, it
might be objected that the free use
of the State schools was equivalent-
ly a subsidy given by the State to-
wards  denominational religious
teaching. But Catholics made no
such objection. As long as the
schools were really dismissed, and an
opportunity given to Catholic  chil-
dren to retire, without taunt or in-
terference, before the religious in-
struction was begun, Catholics in no
way interfered with the mocicum of
religious instruction imparted after
school hours to mon-Catholic  chil-
” SR ER?
| And in closing the Pastor al, it is
thus the Archbis refers to'a Pro-
8y ‘

dis-

“equal”’ as long as that element has
the entire disposal of the situationg
but, and the
ment a question of simple justice to
| the Catholic

\('lm\[‘l(‘l\-l‘\ vanish in air,

there they cease, mo-

element arises, they

|

Father Martin Callaghan’s

| Work in the Chinese Colony
|

i

About related the

of the conversion of a promin-

a year ago we

| story
| ent member of the Chinese colony in
Montreal—Hum Bow— under the di-
rection of Rev, Martin Callaghan, P,
P St that time

the enthusiastic pastor of the mo=

Patrick’s. Since
ther Irish parish has lost no oppor~
tunity to increase the number of con-
Special
books of instruction in Catholic doe-

}\m'(s amongst the Chinese.
trine printed in their language were
the results achieved
have been so marked as to attract
the attention of members of the cler-
gy in cities in the United States and
elsewhere; who had taken up similar
As an evidence of this fact
we asked the perm Father
Callaghan to publish the following

obtained, anc

work,
ion of

letters. The first is from a mem-~
ber of the Soclety of Je-
sus, resident of a far distant city,

and is as follows:—

“My good Catholic friends, P.C.,"”"

“Qur good Ow Hip was baptized
Easter Sunday, and has received
the name of Joseph. He is very

happy now, and wants everybody to
know that he is a Catholic. He is a
smart man, although he never had a
chance to learn how to read or write
well, I believe that he will be al-
ways a very holy man. All his friends
are either heathens or Protestants,
We hope that he will, by his good
life, bring more Chinamen to the one
true Church of God. I will ask the
good Mother of God to pray to Je-
sus for you all. Please write to your
pew Catholic brother Joseph Hip.
May God bless you all.

1 gend you a- letter I received
from Shanghai, China, One of the
Fathers sent it to me. It is written
in French, and contains special news
from China., P

“Joseph Hip will make his
Holy Communion in about #wo |
three weeks, and will be confirm
before the middle of June, Pray
him. Please write in your l
numbérs of the pages of the
prayer-book on which ar
Father,’ ‘Hail Mary,” ‘I
God,” and Act of Contriti




