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~the perils which me

. rupted the genuine conception of
wr-runment. For if govereign au-
3 l"‘ef ijs derived formally from the
‘hz:;yt. of the people and not from
“;d who is the supreme and Eter-
f,] ’Prim‘iple of all power, it loses in
the eyes of the governed its most
st chumctcristic and degenerates
. rtificial sovereignty which
3 unstub!e and shifting bases,
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Do we not

rests on U
pamel¥, the will o
d to be derived.
onsequences of this error in
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being
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goe the €
the carryin
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gound reason formulated in

o but the expression o Ea0 IO NEL
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g out of our laws?

aws instead of
writing'

of the greater number and the will
of the predominant political party.
1t is thus that the mob is cajoled in
seeking to satisfy its desires; that a
Joose rein is given to popular pas-

ven when it disturbes the la-

sion, €
boriously tranquillity of
the State, when the disorder in the
Jast extremity can only be quelled by
the

acquired

violent measures and shedding

of blood.
Consaquent upon the repudiation of
those Christian principles which had
contributed so efficaciously to unite
the nations in the bonds of brother-
hood, and to bring all humanity into
one great family, there has arisen
little
order, a system of jealous

by little in the international
egotism,
in consequence of which the nations
with
hate, at least with the suspicion of

now watch each other, if not

Hence, in their great under-

takings they lose sight of the lofty
morality and justice

rivals.

principles  of
and forget the protection which the
have a
by

increase

feeble and the oppressed

right to demand. In the desire
which they are actuated to
their national riches, they regard on-
which

advantages of

ly the opportunity
the
successful euterprises,

ing bait of an

circuin-
stances afford,
and the tempt-
accomplished fact,
sure that no one will trouble them
in the name of right or the respect
which right can claim. Sure are the
fatal principles which have consecrat-
ed material power as the supreme
law of the world and to them is to
be imputed the limitless increase of
military establishments, and that
armed peace, which in many respects,
is equivalent to a disastrous war.

This lamentable confusion- in the
realm of ideas has produced restless-
Less among the people, outtreaks
and the general spirit of rebellion,
From these have sprung the frequent
popular agitations and disorders of

our times which are only the pre-
ludes of much more terrible disor-
ders in the future. The miserable

condition, also, of a large part of
the poorer classes, who assuredly
merit our assistance, furnishes an ad-
mirable opportunity for the designs
of scheming agitators, and especially
of socialist factions, which hold out
to the humbler classes the most ex-
travagant promises and use them to
carry out the most dreadful projects.

Those who start on a dangerous
descent are soon hurled down in
spite of themselves into an abyss.
Prompted by an inexorable logic, a
society of veritable criminals  has
been organized, which, at its very
first appearance, has, by its savage
character, startled the world. Thanks
to the solidarity of its construction
and its international ramifications,
it has already attempted its wicked
work for it stands in fear of nothing
and recoils before no danger. Repu-
diating all union with society, and
onically scoffiug at law, religion
and morality, itg adepts have ad-
opted the name of Anarchists, and
Proposed to utterly sutwvert the ac-
tual conditions of society by making
use of every means that a blind and
savage passion can suggest. And as
Society draws its unity and its life
from the authority w governs-it;
80 it is against authority that an-
archy directs its efforts. Who does
1ot feel a thrill of horror, indigna-
tion and pity at the remembrance of
the many victims that of late have
fallen beneath its blows, emperors,
®mpresses, kings, presidents of pow-
erful republics, whose only crime was |

the sovereign power with which they |

Were invested? N

In presence of the i
evils which overw)

apply them without delay,

First of all, it behooves them to
inquire what remedies are needed,
and to examine well their Potency
in the present needs. We have ex-
tolled liberty and its advantages to
the skies, and have proclaimed it as
& sovereign remedy and an incom-
parable instrument of peace and pro-
sperity which will be most fruitful in
good results. But facts have clearly
shown us that it does not possess
the power which is attributed to it,
Economic conflicts, struggles of the
classes are surging around us like a
conflagraition on all sides, and there

is no promise of the dawn of the
day of public tranquillity. In point
of fact, and there is no one who

does not see it, liberty as it is now
understood, that is to say; a liberty
granted indiscriminately to truth and
to error, to good and to evil, ends
only in destroying all' that is noble,
generous and holy, and in
the gates still wider

opening
to crime, to

suicide and to a multitude of the
most degrading passions.

The doctrine is also taught that
the development of public instruc-

tion, by making the people more pol-
ished and more enlightened, would
suffice as a check to unhealthy ten-
dencies and to keep man in the ways
of uprightness and probity.  But a
hard reality has made us feel every
day more and more how little avail

is instruction without religion and
morality. As a necessary conse-
quence of inexperience, and of the

promptings of bad passion, the mind

of youth is enthralled by the per-
verse teachings of the day. It ab-
sorbs all the errors which an un-

bridled press does not hesitate to
sow broadcast and which depraves
the mind and the will of the youth
and foments in them that spirit of
pride and insubordination which so
often troubles the peace of families
and cities.

So also was confidence reposed in

the progress of science. Indeed the
century which has just closed, has
witnessed progress that was great,
unexpected, stupendous. But it is

true that it has given us all the full-
ness and healthfulness of fruitage

that so many expected from it?
Doubtless the discoveries of science
have opened new horizous to the

mind; it has widened the empire of
man over the forces of matter
buman life has been ameliorated in
many ways through its instrumental-
ity. Nevertheless. everyone feels and
many admit that the have
uot corresponded to the hopes that
were cherished. It cannot be
especially when we cast our eyes
the intellectual and moral status of
the world as well as on the records
of crimiuality, when we hear the dull
murmurs which arise the
depths, or when we witness the pre-
dominance which might has won over
right. Not to speak of the throngs
who are a prey to every misery, a
superficial glance at the condition of
the world will suffice to.convince us
of the indefinable sorrow which
weighs upon souls and the immense
void which is in human hearts. Man
may subject nature to his sway, but
matter cannot give him what it has
not, and to the questions which most
deeply affect our greatest interests
human science gives no reply. The
thirst for truth, for good, for the in-
finite, which devours us, has not
been slaked, nor have the joys and
comforts of life ever soothed  the

and

results

denied,

on

from

anguish which tortures the heart.
Are we then to despise and fling
aside the advantages which accrue

from the study of science, from civil-
ization and the wise and sweet use
of our liberty? Assuredly not. On
the contrary, we must hold them in
the highest esteem, guard them and
make them grow as a treasure of
great price, for they are means which
of their nature are good, designed
by God Himself, and ordained by the
Iufinite Goodness and Wisdom for
the use and advantage of the human
race. But we must subordinate the
use of them to the intentions of the
Creator, and so employ them as
never to eliminate the religious ele-
ment in which their real advantage
resides, for it is that which bestows
on them a special value and renders
them really fruitful. Such is the se-
cret of the problem. When an or-
ganism perishes and corrupts, it is
because it had ceased to be under
the action of the causes which had
given it its form and constitution.
To make it healthy and flourishing
again, it is necessary to restore it
to the vivifying action of those same
causes, So society in its foolhardy
effort to escape from the salutary ef-
ficacy of Christianity which is mani-
festly the most solid guarantee of
order, the strongest bond of frater-
nity and the exhaustible source of

lic life, without establishing order.
With the idea of a God who governs
all, Who is infinitely wise, good and
just, the idea of duty seizes upon the
consciences of men. It assuages sor-
row. it calms hatred, it engenders
heroes. If it has transformed pagan
society—arnd that transformation was
a veritable resurrection —for barbar-
ism disappeared in proportion as
Christianity extended its sway, so
after the terrible shocks which unbe-
lief has given to the world in our
days, it will be able to put that
world again on the true road, and
kring back to order the states and
peoples of modern times. But the
return to Christianity will not be
efficacious and complete if it does
not restore the world to a - sincere
love of the one Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church. 1In the Catholic
Church Christianity is incarnate. It
identifies itself with that perfect, spi-
ritual, and, in its own order, sover-
eign society, is the
body of Jesus Christ and which has
for its visible head the Roman Pon-
tiff, successor of the Prince of the
Apostles. It is the continuation of
the mission of the Saviour, the
daughter and the heiress of His re-
demption. It has preached the Gos-
pel, and has defended it at the price
of its blood, and strong in the Di-
vine assistance, of that immor-
tality which have been promised it,
it makes no terms with error, but
remains faithful to the commands
which it has received to carry the
doctrine of Jesus Christ to the ut-
termost limits of the world and to
the end of time, and to protect it in
its inviolable integrity. ILegitimate
dispensatrix of the teachings of the
Gospel it does not reveal itself only
as the consoler and redeemer of souls
but it is still more the
source of justice and charity, and
the propagator as well as the guar-
dian of true liberty, and of that
equality which alone is possible here
below. In applying the doctrine of
its Divine Founder, it maintains a
wise equilibrium and marks the true
limits between the rights and privi-
leges of society. The equality which
it proclaims does n®t destroy the
distinction between the different so-
cial classes. It keeps them intact,
as nature itself demands, in order to
oppose the anarchy of reason eman-
cipated from faith, and abandoned
to its own devices. The liberty
which it gives in wise couflicts
with the rights of truth, because
those rights are superior to the
mands of liberty. Nor
fringe upon the rights of justice, be-
rights are superior to
the claims of mere numhbers or pow-
er. Nor does it assail the rights of
God because they are superior to the
rights of humanity. .

In the domestic circle, the Church
is no less fruitful in good results
For not only does it oppose the ne-
farious machinations which inecredu-
lity resorts to in order to attack the
life of the family, but it
and protects the union and stability
of marriage, honor, fidelity
and holiness it guards and develops
At the same time it sustains and
cements the civil and political order
by giving on one side most efficacion
aid to authority, and on the other
by showing itself favorable to the
wise reforms and the just aspira-
tions of the classes that are govern-
respect for rulers

which mystical

and

internal

no

de-
does it in-

cause those

prepares

whose

ed; by imposing
and enjoining whatever ‘obedience is
due to them, and by defending un-
waveringly the imprescriptible rights
of the human conscience. And thus
it is that the people who are suk-
ject to her influence have no fear of
oppression because she checks in their
efforts the rulers who seek to gov-
ern as tyrants.

Fully aware of this divine power,
We, from the very beginning of Our
Pontificate, have endeavored to place
in the clearest light the benevolent
designs of the Church and to in-
crease as far as possible along with
the treasures of her doctrine the field
of her salutary action. Such has been
the object of the principal acts of
Our Pontificate, notably in the En-
cyclicals on Christian Philosophy,
on Human Liberty, on Christian
Marriage, on Freemasonry, on The
Powers of Government, on The Chris-
tian Constitution of States, on So-
cialism, on the Labor Question, and
the Duties of Christian Citizens and
other analogous subjects. But the
ardent desire of Our soul has not
been merely to illumine the mind. We
have endeavored to move and to pu-
rify hearts by making use of all Our
powers to cause Christian virtqe to
flourish among the peoples. For that
reason We have never ceased to be-
stow ag it and 1 in
order to elevate the minds of men
to the good of the world beyond; to
enatle them to subject the body to
the soul; their earthly life to the
heavenly one; man to God. Blessed
by the Lord, Our word has been able

It is especially for the disinterest-
ed classes that these works have
been inaugurated, and have conti-
nued to grow in every country, as is
evident from the increase of Chris-
tian charity which has always found
in the midst of the people its favor-
ite field of action. If the harvest
has not been more abundant, Vener-
able Brothers, let us adore God who
is mysteriously just and beg Him, at
the same time, to have pity on the
blindness of so many souls, to whom
unhappily the terrifying word of the
Apostle may be addressed : “* The
god of this world has blinded the
minds of unbelievers, that the light
of the Gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God, should not
shine to them. (II Corinthians,
4.)

The more the Catholic Church de-
votes itself to extend its zeal for the
moral and material advancement of
the peoples, the more the children of
darkness hatred

and have recourse to every means in

iv,

arise in against it

their power to tarnish its divine
beauty and paralyze its action of
life-giving reparation. How many

false reasonings have they not made
and how many calumnies have they
it! Among
most perfidious devices is that which
consists in repeating to the ignorant
masses

not spread against their

and to suspicious govern-
ments that the Church is opposed to
the progress of science, that it is
hostile to liherty, that the rights of
the state are usurped by it and that
politics is a field which it
stantly invading. Such are the mad
that
repudiated and a

is con-

accusations
sand times
sand times refuted by sound reason

have been a thou-

thou-

and by history and, in fact, by every
a heart for
and a mind for truth.

man who has honesty

The Church the enemy of know-
ledge and instruction! Without dogibt
she is the vigilant guardian of re-
vealed dogma, but it is this very

vigilance which prompts her to pro-
tect and the
cultivation of the mind. No! in sub-
mitting his mind to the revelation of

science to favor wise

the Word, who is the supreme truth
from whom all truths must flow, man
will in no wise contradict what rea-
son discovers On the contrary, the
light which will come to him
the Divine Word will give more pow-

from
er and more clearness to the human
intellect, will
from a uncertainties
errors.

because it preserve it

thousand and
Besides, nineteen centuries of
a glory achieved by Catholicism in
all the branches of learning amply
suffice to refute this calumny. 1t is
to the Catholic Church that we must
asceribe the merit of having propag-
ated and defended Christian philoso-
phy, without which the world would
still te buried in

pagan superstitions and in

the darkness of
the most

ahject barbarism. It has preserved
and transmitted to all generations
the precious treasure ol literature

and of the ancient sciences. Tt
opened the first schools for the peo-
ple and the
which still exist, or whose g.ory is
perpetuated even to our
Tt has inspired the loftiest, the pur-
cst and the most glorious literature,
while it has gathered under its pro-
tection men whose genius in the arts

has

crowded universities

own days

has never been eclipsed.
The Church the enemy of
Ah, how they travesty the idea of
literty which has for its object one
of the most precious of God’'s gifts
when they make use of its name to
justify its abuse and excess! What
do we mean by liberty? Does it mean
the exemption from all laws; the de-
liverance from all restraint,
a corollary, the right to take man’s
caprice as a guide in afl our ac-
tions? Such liberty the Church cer-
tainly reproves, and good and hon-
est men reprove it livewise. But do
they mean by liberty the rational fa-
culty to do good, magnanimously,
without check or hindrance and ac-
cording to the rules which eternal
justice has established? That liberty
which is the only liberty worthy of
man, the ouly one useful to society,
none favors or encourages or pro-
tects more than the Church. By the
force of its doctrine and the effica-
ciousness of its action tke Church
has freed humanity from the yoke of
slavery in preaching to the world the
great law of equality and human fra-
ternity. In every age it has defend-
ed the feeble and the oppressed
against the arrogant domination of
the strong. It has demanded liberty
of Christian conscience while pouring
out in torrents the blood of its
martyrs; it has restored to the child
and to the woman the dignity and
the noble prerogatives of their na-
ture in making them share by virtue
of the same right that reverence and
justice which is their due, and it has
largely contributed, both to intro-
duce and maintain civil and political
liberty in the heart of the nations.
The Church the usurper of the

liberty!

and as

the State! The Church in-|

mutable principle of an enduring dis-
tinction tetween those two powers
which are both sovereign in their re-
spective spheres, a distinction which
is more pregnant in its consequences
and eminently conducive to the deve-
lopment of Christian civilization. In
its spirit of charity it is a stranger
to every hostile design  against the
State. It aims only at making these
two powers go side by side
advancement of
namely,

for the
the same object,
for man and for human S0~
ciety, but by different ways and in
conformity with the noble
has been assigned for
sion.

plan which
its divine mis-
Would to God that its action
was received without
without suspicion,

mistrust and
It could not fail
to multiply the numberless benefits
of which we have alreahy spoken. To
accuse the Church of ambitious
views is only to repeat the ancient
calmuny, a calumny which its power-
ful enemies have more than once em-
ployed as a pretext to conceal their
own purposes of opjression

Far from oppressing the State, his-
tory clearly shows when it is read
without that the Church
like its Divine Founder has been, on
the

prejudice,

contrary, most commonly the
victim of oppression and injustice
The reason is - that its power rests

not on the force of arms but on the
strength of thought and of truth.

It is therefore assuredly with ma-
lignant

purpose that they hurl
against the Church accusations like
these. It is a pernicious and dis-
loyal work, in the pursuit of which
above all others a certain sect of
darkness is engaged, a sect which

human society these mauny years car-

ries within itself and which like a
deadly poison destroys its happiness,
its fecundity and its life Abiding

persouification of
constitutes a

the revolution, it

sort of retrogr sive

society whose object is to exercise an
occult suzerainty over the establish-

ed order and whose whole purpose is

to make war against God and
against Iis Church There is no
need of naming it, for all will ree-
ognize in these traits the society of
Freemasons, of  which we have al-
ready spoken, expressly in our En-
cyclical, “Humanum Genus’ ' of the
twentieth of April, 1884 While . de-
nouncing its destructive tendency,
its erroneous teachings, and its
wicked purpose of embraciug in its
far-reaching grasp almost all na-
tions, and uniting itseli to other

sects which its secret influences puts

in motion, directing first and after-

wards retaining its members by the

advantages which it procures for

them, bending governments to its

will, sometimes by promises and

sometimes by threats, it has sue-

ceeded in entering all classes of so-

ciety, and forms an invisible and ir-
responsible state existing within the
Full of

according to

legitimate state, the spirit
the
words of the Apostle, knows how to
himself at

angel of light, it gives prominence to
g I

of Satan who,

transform need into an

its humauitarian object, but it sacri-

ficecs everything to its sectarian pur-
pose and protests that it has no po-
litical
cises the most profound action on the

aim, while in reality it exer-

legislative and administrative life of

the nations, and while loudly pro-
fessing its respect for authority and
even for religion, has for its ultim-

ate purpose, as its own statutes dis-

close, the destruction of all author-
as of the priesthood,

holds up as the

ity as-. well
both of which it
enemies of liberty.
It becomes more evident day
day that it is to the inspiration and
the assistance of this sect that we
must attribute in great measure the
continual troubles with which the
Church is harassed, as well as the
recrudescence of ihe attachs to whi-a
it has recently been subjected. For
the simultaneousness of the assaults
in the persecutions which have so
suddenly burst upon us in these later
times, like a storm from a clear sky,
that is to say without any cause
proportionate to the effect; the uni-
formity of means employed to inau-
gurate this persecution, namely, the
press, public assemblies, theatrical
productions; the employment in
every country of the same arms, to
wit, calumny and public uprisings,
all this betrays clearly the indentity
of purpose and a programme drawn
up by one and the same central di-
rection. All this is only a simple
episode of a prearranged plan car-
ried out on a constantly widening
field to multiply the ruins of which
we meak. Thus they are endeavor-
ing by every means in their power
first to restrict and then to com-
pletely exclude religious instruction
from the schools so as to make the
rising generation unbelievers or in-
different, to all religion: as they are
endeavoring by the daily press to
combat the morality of the Church,
to ridicule its practices and its sol-
emnities. It is only natural, conse-
quently, that the Catholic priesthood

by

people its prestige and its authority.
Already their audacity grows hour
Ey ‘hour in proportion as it flatters
itself that it can do so with impun~
ity. It puts a malignant interpret-
ation on all the acts of the clergy,
bases suspicion upon the slenderest.
proofs and overwhelms it with the
vilest accusations. Thus new preju-
dices are added to those with which
the clergy are already overwhelmed
such for example as their subjection
to military service, which is such a
great okstacle for the preparation
for the priesthood, and the confisca-
tion of the ecclesiastical patrimony
which the pious generosity of
faithful had founded,

As regards the religious orders and
religious congregations, the practice
of the

the

evangelical counsels made
them the glory of society and the
glory of religion. These very things
rendered them more culpable in the
the the Church,
and £Lere the reasons why they were
fiercely and  held
hatred. Tt

eves of enemies of

denounced up to
is a great

grief for us to recall here the odious

contempt and

measures which were so undeserved
coudemned by all
men by which the members of

retigious

and so.strongly
honest
orders were

lately over-

whelmed. Nothing was of
them, the

life their

avail to

save neither integrity of

their which enemies  were
unable to assail, nor the right which
all

for

pose, nor the right of

authorizes associations
honorable
the

loudly proclaimed

natural

entered into an pur-

constitu=
which

tions their

freedom to enter into those organiz-

ations, nor the favor of the people
who were so grateful for the precious
services rendered in the arts, in the
sciences, and in agriculture, and for
the charity which poured itself out
upon the most numerous and poorest,

And
and

classes of society
that
themselves had sprung from the peo-

hence it is

these men women  who

ple and who had spontanecously re-
nounced all the joys of family to
consecrate to the good of their fel-
lowmen, in those peaceful associa-

tions, their youth, their talent, their
were treat-
had
and

strength and their lives,

ed as malefactors as if they

formed criminal associations,
the common
the very
time when men are speaking loudest
of liberty. We must
that the most

struck

have been excluded from

and prescriptive rights at

not be aston-

ished beloved children

are when the father himselrf,

that
ty, the Roman Pontiff, is

is to say the head of Catholici-
no better
treated. The facts are known to all.
Stripped of the temporal sovereignty
and

consequently of that independ-

ence  which is necessary to accom-
and divine
itself to
dwelling
laid

has heen com-

plish his universal mis-
shut
be-

siege  to

sion; forced in Rome

himself up in his own
the

him on every

cause enemy has
side, he
pelled in spite of the derisive assur-

ances of respect and of the precari-

ol's promises of liberty to an ah-

normal condition of existence whicfs
is unjust and unworthy of his exaft-
ed ministry.  We know only too welk
the difficulties that
created to thwart
to outrage his dignity.
what is every day more
evident that it is the spi-
of the head of the
Church little by little . they
aim at destroying when they attack
the temporal power of the papacy.
Those are the real authors of
this spoliation have not hesitated to
confess it.

Judging by the consequences which
have followed, this action was not
only imyolitic, but was an attack
on society itself; for the assaults
that are made upon religion are so
many blows struck at the very heart
of society.

In making man a being destined to
live in society, God in His provi-
dence had also founded the Church,
which as the holy text expresses it,
He has established on Mount Zion,
in order that it might be a light
which, with its life-giving rays,
would cause the principle of life to
penetrate into the various degrees of
human society by giving it divinely
inspired laws, by means of which
society might establish itself in
that order which would be most con-
ducive to its welfare. Hence in pro-
portion as society separates itself
from the Church, which is an im-
portant element in its strength, by
so much does it decline, or its woes
are multiplied for the r?ason that
they are separated whom God wish-
ed to bind together.

As for Us, We never weary as of-
ten as the occasion presents itsell to
inculcate these great truths, and We
desire to do so once again and in a
very explicit manner on this extraor-
dinary occasion. May God = grant
that the faithful will take courage
from what We say and be guided to
unite their efforts more efficaciously
for the common good; that they

are each instant,
his intentions and
It only goes
to prove
and more
ritual power

which

who




