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Conditions in the West ~ .

The crop as a whole is slightly later than last dvear and vcry materml.

areas of wheat have been destroye

By E. CORA HIND.

Ninnipeg, Juné 26, 1918.

The fifth crop report of the I'ree Press for the sea-
son of 1918, which was issued June 25, was not very
cheerful reading, but in view of the weather that
has prevailed since the last report was issued on
May 28, it is somewhat better than might have been
expected. On May 28th it was stated that the crop
needed warmth and moisture to overcome the 'setback.s
of May, warmth it has had, too much of it, more es-
pecially as it has come in the form of hot winds that
While the rainfall
The re-

have blown almost constantly.
has been rather light and decidedly patchy.
ports received indicate that the crop as a whole, is
slightly later than last year, and that very material
areas of wheat have been destroyed entirely and have
either been reseeded to coarse grains or are being
summerfallowed. This means that there is a sub-
stantial reduction in the areas orlghu“} seeded to
wheat; whether it is sufficient to carry the crop
bearing area below that of last year, it is impossible
to state, but it would seem to be pretty well estab-
lished that there is no increase excepting in Alberta
where less seeding has been mecessary. A full crop
on the area producing is entirely contingent upon the
rainfall from now on, the rainfall of Juné up to the
28rd, having fallen much below the average. The
most encouraging feature is that with the rain of
Sunday night, Monday and Tuesday the drought seems
to have heen broken at the points where it was most
stubborn and most serious, though there are still
meny points where no rain has fallen. However, the
barometers point te still further rain. One or two
points reported no rain this season or no
two montha. The labor situstion is de

How is summertn.llow pro;resnlng?
Is there any - brea.klng’
What 1s outlook for labos uun‘lly?

MANITOBA.

In Manitoba 81 points were queried and 73 heard
from. Of these 54 reported reseeding from “slight” to
50 per cent with the average about 10 per cent, while
18 points reported no reseeding necessary. In all 40
reported in shot blade, the percentage running from
1 to 50, but the average being possibly 8 per cent.
The remaining points reported “none” in shot blade.
With regard to rain 27 Manitoba points reported
“none” since last report. All other points heard from
have had some rain, though at quite a number it did not
come until June 22 or 23. Five points report rain
still “desperately” needed; 20 points rain ‘“very bad-
ly” needed; 24 points rain “badly” needed and only

6 stated that no rain required. Wind damage has
been serious and runs from ‘‘slight” to 40 per cent
damage. There is no damage from hail in Manitoba
so far, a very slight damage from -cltworms and
noneé from frost since last report. In regard to pro-
gress of crop, 28 points in Manitoba report it ahead
of last year from a week to two weeks; 24 report
it behind last year from 10 days to three weeks and
the remainder “about the same.” KEvery straw is re-
ported short. -Regarding coarse grains 52 points state
general conditions fair to excellent and the re-
mainder run all the way _froin bad to medium.

Summerfallow has progressed well. in Manitoba,
Breaking is limited. ' Labor. situation. iy very acute
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Only one point reports supply good and seven points
that it is sufficient. Under general conditions, only
five points report ‘‘excellent” or “good’”; 17 “state

/fair,” nearly always with the rider “if we get more

rain.” 15 points report “rain imperative” within
the next few days if crop is to be saved, while a
number report conditions serious or grave. 1At a few
of these points. rain fell on the 2jth so conditions

: have improved.

SASKATCHEWAN.

Out of 102 points queried in Saskatchewan 90 were
heard from. Of this number 39 points i"eported no
reseeding, a few adding that blowing out had come too
late to make reseeding possible, and some that no
new seed had been obtainable; 87 points reported no
reseeding running from 1 to 20 per cent, about a 5
per cent average. The percentage of wheat in shot
blade is much smaller than in Manitoba. With re-
gard to rains, 28 points report absolutely no rain since
last report; 19 points report no rain until 23 or. 24;
50 points state rain “very badly” needed and 17-
“hbadly” needed. Only two points in the province re-
port no rain needed. 67 points report damage_ from
hot winds running from “slight” to as high as 650
Damage from cutworm and hail very slight.
Coarse

per cent.
Crop on the whole is later than last year.
grains make a pretty good showing, 43 points report-
ing “fair” to “good,” while 20 polxits report conditions
“poor” or “unsatisfactory” malnly due to want of rain,
A few ot these points have had ra.!n. but md more,
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werst off of three provinces.
ihad no l'ain since last. report untn June 23,

and 2 points “deapmtely
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ported in- phof blaxlt but nearly all of these report
extremely short -traw and nitﬁ'ance due to overly ‘hot
weather. With regard to rain Alberta has ‘peen the
Out ‘of 26 points, 15
Among
thé‘ districts srﬁlel‘hg‘ most qeverely have Reon Medi-
éine Hat, Whmitx;ed “Purple Spﬂngs aeven “Persons,
Foremo&t an a‘mt River.  Copious ra.lng have fall?
en at a number of points in the past three 'c!syl. but
even so, 16 poinu roport rain still very badly needed
Damage from' hot winds
Funs as high as 50 per Tent at some points. Paﬁture
is reported veéry short and cattle extremely thin.
Coarse grains are not as good as in the other pro-
vineces, and Munson, Alberta, reports 50 per cent oats
not geminated on aecount of drought. As a general
condition 9 points state “rain imperative,” a_.nd 6 that
even with rain ‘half a crop is-all that can be hoped
for. s
1t is fah‘ly evident that t)}e Canadian West is mot
to have a bumper crop Jthis yedr, but thh good weath+
er from now on there ig “reasonable hope of a fair
crop; mere especially as the jast 24 hours have given
a distinetly better weather map, there being rain at
many points that were not visited on the 22, 23 and
24. The land which has been blown out and reseeded
to coarse graing.is beyond hope, so far as the wheat”
supply is concerned but the power of the West to re-
cover from seemlngly impossible corditions has been
proved so often that there is A0 Feason why thera
should not be a good crop on the. acreage which is
left, provided that sufficient moisture comes fyom
now on. The shortage of grass in the range coﬁntry
is a serious matter as there is a very nght hay crop,
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NEW ZEALAND'S EFFORTS. There is need for such a proceediiﬂg, if the voluntary
(Christian Science Monitor.) nien ‘is to b.ring’ an. . inadequate return, for the
. conflict has taught the lessan that while voluntary
This is how New Zealand is going to do it. If any ‘methods serve in times of peace, in times of wae

of the Dominion citizens, who earn more than £700
a year, fail to assume their proper share of the war
burden by contributing to future war loans, she is
going to assess them with additional heavy taxation.

they do not always meet the requirements. Nesv
Zealand, like her neighbor Australfa, is determined
that those who get the benefit-of the music shall help
to pay the piper.
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