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The Bible as Literature and Much More.
ROBEKRT STUART MACARTUUR.
X1
(Contivael frum lact issee,)

The Contents of Scriptrrs.

The nature of the contents of the Seriptares ale
so furnishes a strong argument in favor of their
inspiration.  The inherent excelleucies of both
Testaments witness o their beavenly  origim
The New Testament patticularly stands out in
marked separation from all other contempurancons
literature,  Inmaiter, ¢ffect, and motve,

ature
pression it is to ally opposcd to the entire spirit
of the age in which it was written and the people
to whom it was primarily given. The develops
ment of literature in different countries is recog-
nized among all literary students; but the New
Testament, in its pure thought, heavenly ate
wosphere, and divine influence, stands apart from
all the laws of movement arnd attainment among
uninspired writets of every country and century.
The volum: possesses a unity, a singloness of
purpose, and an clevation of tone which stamp
1t as a work alike of human genius and of divine
inspiration,  Its statements are characterized by
a sublime simplicity and a divine sublimity. Its
calmness, compreliension, reticence, and majesty
differentiate it from all the liieratures of the world.
Well may Van Oosterzee say: “‘He who will
acknowledge in Seripture nothing higher than a
purely human character, comes into coll sion not
only with cur Lord’s word and that of his wit-
pesses, but also with the Cliristian conscionsticss
of all ages.”” Itisimpossible to account for these
exalted qualities on any other hypothesis than
that the writers of this uncommon volume were
under the special influence of God in thought and
speech.  These records have been subjected to
every conceivable form of criticism, and yet they
have remained unimpeached and unimpeachalle.
There stands Ged., hese records are as much
superior to the traditions of mere men as Christ
is superior to all false christs, who fer a time
have challenged the thought of men simply to
disappear in total silence or to linger before men
in utter dishonor. |

It would seem that in the apostolic church in-
spiration was vot confined 10 the apostles.
Portions of Scripture were written by others than
apostles, and were yet in harmony with the spirit,
doctrine, and facts of the anostles as given in
their Scriptures.  To tnis class belong, probably,
the Epistle to the Hebrews, and certainly the
Gospels of Mark and Luke. Al testimony poitts
to Mark as the companion and secretary of Peter,
from whose early teachings he probably compcsed

his Gospel; and it isceitain that in his writings |

Luke had the assistance and endorsement of the
apestle Paul. The Old Testament was Christ's
Bible. He loved it; he quoted it; he endorsed it
Fut he never once criticized it.  The Jews of the
time of Christ universally recognized the Old
Testament writings as sacred; and the progress
of our investigations in history, archaology, and

i ois .
beyond all comparison superior 1o all other litess |
In many respects, i its thonght acd ox. .
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exploration all tends to confirm the statements of
the ancient Seriptures,  Repeatedly did Christ
eite the Old Testament as undisputed anthoritys
Matt. vir7; xi:e3; xvig: xxiiz;3r; and in many
wther passages  The apostles in all their writings,
as in ¢ Tim i and 2 Fet. 20, 22, dircctly
assert the inspiration of the Old Testament,
From the days of jrimitive Christianity the
Bible has been received as a book containing the
truest history, the sublimest poetry, the deepest
philosophy, the purest morality, ard the high-
est revelation, *‘Scarch the Scripture,”™  said
Chirist, “for in them ye think ye have eternal
tife, and they are they which testify of Me*
Fhe Bible has no rival, It is the Mont Blane; it
is the Himalava of literature.  What Christ, the
Tiving Word, was as compared with other wmen
on the carth, that the Bibie, as the written Word,
is to-day as eompared with other books. It
comes b s with the authority of heaven; it
guides us to the blesscdness of hieaven,  Give
this unique book earnest, budieving, praverful
stndy,  Loving obedience to its teachings will
give the best evidence of its fnspiration.  They
and only they who obey Christ can truly know
His doctrine.  Leb os bless God that the Bible,
as His highest revelation, is worthy the praise of
satnts atd seraphs; it would be the theme of ree
Cdeemed simmers in heaven it it contaimed only
this ¢ve verse; the Bible in miniature, and averse
containing safficieng vruth, i fully believed, to
save the whole earth, o verse which shows s the
very Leart of the eternal God: “¥For God so
S oved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosceves believeth ju Him should pot
. purish, but have everlasting fife." Johu iiao,

(Vo be Lantinsed)
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How to Promote Ravivals.

The history of revivals in the past shows that
" they must begin with a great revival of prayer.
The whole trend of the teaching of scripture is
10 the effect that in the outporring of the Spirit,
©od has shit himself up in the prayer of his
people.  Take the case of the return of the Jews
from Babylon: although God had definitely
promised through Jeremiah that their captivity
was to last only seventy years, it was not until
Danicl found this premise and went to leading
it in fervent, importunate prayer, that the decree
of Cyrus was issted.  Look at Fentecost: it was
while the church was assembled in earnest wait-
ing upon God—and after this had continued for
ten days, too—that the flood gates were opened
“and the mighty blessing came. Take the re-
+vivals in Wesley's day, and you will find tlat
* they had their heginnings in the gro ans and tears
of David Brainerd, as he poured out his heart be-
tore God in far away America 1
known or heard of a gennine revival of religion
that did not begin in this way,

The centuries that have passed since Jesus
Christ came to this carth have proven over and
over again that in the work he came to do and
the message he came to bring, the deepest needs
of men are fuily met, and in that work and
message alone.  The one message of the chuich
in the last menths of the nineteenth century is
still of Jesus Christ crucified, risen, and coming
again.

Let us be faithful in the delivery of it. honest
in dealing with our own hearts in the light of it,
contirue instant in prayer for God's blessing to
attend it, and before this century closes there
will be a sound of abundance of rain.—D. L.
Moody, in Record of Christian Work.

In order to a belief in Christ's sezond coming
and pcrsunnl reign, it is not nee ry to accept
any given theory as to how this is to !K‘ accom-
plished. That is a distincticn that it is well to

| bear in mind.

Deacon George W. Chipman, seuior (!cact»||.of
Tremont Temple, member of the Executive
Board of the Missiorary Union, and one of the
| most widely known Baptists of New England,
| dropped dead in front of the Old Granary Bury-
| ing Ground in Boston on Tuesday morning.
| Tremont Temple will not seem the same without

his familiar face.

have never *
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Church Prosperity

Arsert ¢, ArrLEcarTi, P, T,
1. What is the P;p:le of the Church,

As one Yooks on the Christian world, twa
ccurses are open to the observer, He may be a *
pressimist. He may view the dark side, He
. may declare times are not as they were. Now
+ the church s impotent. Ichabod is inscribed
« above its portals  God has practically forsaken
t his people.

With such opinions 1 have little sympathy,
1+ They never honor God.  They proclaim to the
! world that the arnt of the Almighty is shortened.
. To be sure, it is admitted that in former days
. Jehovah did yaliant] Bat.ncw His power has
+ been wrested from him Dy the devil, E

I Fortunately, another attitude is possible. A
person may be an optimist.  To him the church
of the tgth century is a vast imprevement upon
that of any former period.  He views all things
| ecclesiastical thiough rose-colored glasses. On
tevery hand prosperity smiles,

This position s infinitely better than the other,
But it is not perfectly correct,  In fact, neither
course is desirable.  Both of these positions con-
tain wisdom blended with folly.  Now, as ever,
the troth Jies balf way between these two
eRtremes,

Every one must recognize that the cliurch has
its faults, These are sufficiently patent for all
eyes to belold.  But the chureh cannot fail.
+ Ged girds it with his strength; and Divine bless-
.ixxg~ are like flowing rivers, they deepen and

widen until they sweep their currents into the sca.

Of one thing there can be no question,  All
wishi health and long life to the church.  Even
the worlding does this.  History has demonstrat-
ed that the church has accomphshed what no other
institution could perform, It has lifted whole
races out of barbarism. To day it is as great an
honor to be an Englishman or an American it
was in the olden times to be a Roman,  But two
thousand years ago the fore-fathers of the
Erglish on both sides of the Atlantic were nothing
but savages. What has civilized England and
America?  Simjply the cross of Jesus Christ.

The world, also, wishes well to the church,
because it is the best police agent known to earth.
it up the churches, and our jails. our peniten-
ies will be crowded.  In all ages the church
has prevented crime, Peac:, quiet, harmony,
have invariably followed in its train.  To secure
tirese blesslngs great corporations freely spend
monzy in cstablishing Christian missions and Y.
M. C. Associations among their men.

In these days, therefore, we hear much about
church prosperity.  The converted and uncon-
verted alike wish it success.  But to the Christian,
the chureh is more than either a civilizirg in-
fluence or a volice agency. It has higher aims.
It is a Divine institution. It stands for the
visible kingdom of God. This is why every re
deemed man and worzan is to seek first its inter-
cst,

But if the prosperity of the church is to be
really promoted, the meaning of this oft-repeated
phrase must be clear.  In order that such may
be the case, consider.

What is the purpose of the church of Jesus Christ?
Our ideas upon this subject will largely deter-
mine our conduct.  But, as to the object of the
church, many are mistaken. Certainly, however,
i there is no occasion for obscurity. The Eible

has distinetly defined its sphere.  When the
Scriptures are consulted, fome things become
evident,

Of course, human life requires relaxation,
recreation, amusement. But this was never the
purpose of the church. If possible, every in-
dividual in this enlightened land should be in
telligent. But I have nowhere read that the
Messiah founded his church to educate the people
in wordly knowledge, desirableas that may be.
All Christians ought to be cordial and friendly in
their intercourse with each other.  Yet sociability
alone is not the church’s mission on earth,

What, then, is itsobject? The answer is found
in the name. It is known as the church of Jesus
Christ. If true toits original intention, there-
fore, it must carry on the same work which the
Master began to do while upon earth, Do you
inquire what that was? Perhaps a three fold

! division may make the matter plainly: (1) To




