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Church Prosperity 

AtOKRT C. Applegarth, Th. T).
Mhcr rassnj.es'’ Tht^xwUw'iif àil their wrirings’! «• "ksi '-'the Pu.pose o( the Chun*,

aw in / Tim iii:t(\ and 2 Fet. 1:20. 22, directly As one Vx>ks on the Christian world, tw<i 
assert the inspiration <f the Old Testament. cclirses are open to the observer. He may lie a *

1'rmn the days of primitive Christianity the 1 pressimist. He may view the dark side, Hu 
Bible has been received as a book containing the may declare times are not as they were. Now 
truest history, the suhlimest poetry, the dee|x*tt J |],c church !.• impotent, lchalxid is inscrilx;d 
philosophy, the purest morality, and the high , a|,(,x v jts portals (îixl lias practically forsaken 
est revelation. “Search the Scripture, said , ^js |K.0p|e
Christ, “for in them ye think ye have eternal j With such opinions 1 have little sympathy, 
life, and they are they which testify of Me." , They never honor God. They proclaim to the 
The Bible lias no rival. It is the Mont Blanc; it { world that the arm of the Almighty is shortened, 
is the Himalaya of literature. What Christ, the To be sure, it is admitted that in former days 
living Word, was as compared with other men Jehovah did valiantly. But.new His power ha* 
»>n the earth, that the Bib,-.*, us the written X\ urd, , i,ve1, crested from him by the devil, 
is to-day as compared with other Ixxiks. ti 1 Fortunately, another attitude is possible. A 

j collies lu tis xs itli the authority of heaven: it I person max* be an optimist. To him the church
prive* The home Mission Journal for one *'«*»“» “T?, ilivhm * msvîritri : 'he t9rh cc.uury is a vast imprevemern up.m
» . ... .. this «nique »xmu earnest, uniting, pr.iimui that of any former pvnod. He views all things
year will rtx'uvv the paper frvin Itowr until tilt | 9ttidy. Lox’ittg qbediciicu to its teachings will * ecclesiastical tlr.otigh rose-colored glasses,
end of j give the best evidence of its inspiration. They i ^very hand prosjierity smiles.

! and only they who obey Christ can truly know j This position is infinitely better than the othef.
| His doctrine. Lei Ws bless tîod that the Bible, , But it in not perfectly correct. In fact, neither
1 as His highest revelation, is worthy the praise of j course is desirable. Both of tliese positions con- 
1 saints ai d seraphs; it would l.v llw theittc of re- ; tain wisdom blended with folly. Now, as ever,
, delnltd sinners in heaven it it contained only J |]ie truth lies half wav between these two 
I this me verse; the Bible in miniature, and a ivrse I ^gtremts.
! containing Millicivnt truth, if fully believed, to j Every one ror.xt recognize that the church has 
J save the w hole earth, » verse which shows ns the • ft* faults. Tin. sc are sufficiently patent for nil 

very heart of the eternal God; “i*«*r l*od so J ex-e9 \(J behold. But the church cannot fail.
: loved the world that lie gave His only b gotten , gjrfls it with his strength; and Divine bless- 

. , 0 . , Son, that whomever bclieveth iu Him should not p,gS are like flowing rivers, they deepen and
1 lie nature of the contents of tile . mpturc* at- but lute everlasting life.'* Johti üi’iû. widen until they sweep their currents into the sc a.

so furnishes a strong argument in favor of their Of one thing there can be no question. All
inspiration. 1 he inherent excellencies t i K'tll wish health and long life to the church. Even
Testaments witness u* their heavenly origu». ; t mm the wurlding does this. History has deinonstrat-
The New Testament particularly stands out ut l ed that the church has accomplished what no other
marked separation In mall other conteni|x.rançon* Hew tc Promote Ravivas. institution could perform. It has lifted whole
literature. In matter, effect, and motive. » x* r -----. races'out of baibarism. To da> it is as great an
be>ond all comparison supei tor to all o.lier lut , Tbv blstutv of revivals in the past shows that honor to be an Englishman or an American as it 
attire In many respects, m its thotig it and • . |uusl |K.KiM with a great revival of prayer, was in the olden times to be a Roman. But two 
pression it ts to ally opp svi to t le vn ire spin The whole trend of the teaching of scripture is thousand years ago the fore-fathers ot the 
of the age in w huh it was writ en am »e l>eop <•* effect that in the outpouring of the Spirit, Erglish on lx>th sidisof the Atlantic were nothing
to whom it was primarily given. The develop. h #hl;l bimaelf up in the prayer of his but savages. What has civilized England and
nient of literature in different countries is iicog- . Take the case of the return of the Jews America? Sim] ly the cross of Jesus Christ,
nized among all literary students; but the Ne v although Gcxl had definitely
11 si aillent, in its pure thought, leaven y • • nr„mised through Jeremiah th?t their captivité because it is the best police agent known to earth, 
uiosphere, and divine influence, stands apart from onl l^nty years, it was not until Shut up the churches and our jails, our peniten-
all t ie laws of movement at.d attaiununt among • f(,tlllli t'his pre mise and went to [leading tiaries will be crowded. In all ages the church
uninspired write!s of every country d c . • in fervent importunate pray«*r, that the decree has prevented crim.\ Vcac*, quiet, harmony. 
The voltin.-* possesses a unity, a s.ngkncss of rt»s was is^Vccl. Look at Tentecost: it was have invariably followed in its train. To secure
purpose, and an elevation of one vv tic i > •»"‘P j tj church was assembled in earnest wait- these blessings great corporations freely spend 
,t as a work alike of human genius and of divine ^ *^^land after this bad continued f, r m,v in establishing Christian mission t and V. 
inspiration. Its statements are characterized ■> «I™ \£_iha{ |hc gatcs were opened M C. Associations among their men.
a sublime simplicitx and a divine su >linu >. • ' and the ‘mighty blessing came. Take the re- In these days, therefore, we hear much about
calnintss. comprehension, retictmce, and maje> > . *vival» in Wesley’s day, and you will find that church prosperity. The converted and uncon-
differentiate it troni all the literatures o .e wo. < . beginnings in the groans and tears verted alike wish it success. But to the Christian.
Well may \ an Oosterzee say: He wao will . ^.èrd as he poured out his heart be- the church is more than either a civilizirg in-
ackuowledge in bcripture nothing \\0 icr i i a lu.v jn far aWay America 1 have never ' fluence or a oolice agency. It has higher aims, 
purely human character, comes in o co •,luu J*1’ known or heard of a genuine revival of religion It is a Divine institution. It stands for the
only will « ur Lords word and that of h.s wit- ^ visible kingdom of God. This is why every re
nesses, but also with the Uiristian consciousness centuries that have passed since Jesus deemed mail and woman is to seek first its inter-
„f all ages/ It „ unpaniUc -..aecmml (ur these ea è u thi, earth have proven over and est.
exal.eri qualities e,n any «Aller 'W > es.s than aKai" bi«* in the work he came to do and
that the «titers of this uneoiumou xote e e e s Kl. |K. c;lme to bring the deepest needs really promoted, the meaning of this oft repeated
under the speaal influence of t .o l though, and ‘ uiiy „m . and » that work and phrase must he clear. In order that such may
speech. These records have Ixrcn su-]ecled to ^“V’e'Jfone The <me message of the ch.nch U the case, consider.
ex ery conceit aile form of criticism, and ye ■) j„ the last mouths of the nineteenth century is What is the purpou of tht church vfJrsuiChrist?
haxc renamed uu,m,.cached am ummpeacha de. ''' | ' ehris, crl,nfltd. rist.„, and coining Our ideas upon this subject will largely deter-
There stands God These records are as mttcl Mill of Jesus u.r,.. cr. mine on, conduct. But, .. to the object o( the
superior to the traditions of ntere nien as V ir st t us be faithful in the delivery of il. holiest church many are mistaken. Certainly, however, 
is superior to all false- christs, who fer a n e j dealing with our own hearts in the light of it, there is no occasion for obscurity. The Bible
have challenged he thought of men sm.ply to "V.iriu" hma". in praver f.,r God's blessing to has distinctly defined its sphere When the
disappear tn total silence or to linger w ore me an<| before ll.is century closes there Scriptures are consulted, come things become
in litter dishonor. , , . will be a sound of abundance of rain —D. L evident.

It would seem that tn the apostolic church m- in Record of Christian Work. Of course, human life requires relaxation,
spiral,on xeas not confined lo the apostles. Mooa>- recreation, amusement. But this was never the
Portions of Settpture were written by’others than purpose of the church. If possible, every in-
apostles, and were yet in harmony wilh tie spirt , . Christ's re-ond coming dividual in this enlightened land should lx- in
doctrine, and fact, of the an.,sles as given m In order to a lx hef m Chr st , re ond commg |(|| nowh(re n>ad that the
their Scriptures To tins class belong probably, and personal reign 's not ^ a P| Messiah founded I,is church to educate the people
the hpistle to the Hebrews, and certainly the any given theory as t, I ow us « to * act n in word| knowledge, desirable a, that may be.
Gospels of Mark and Luke. All testimony gm:.» pi,shed. That is a diatinct.a. that It is well A11 Christians ought to lx- cordial and friendly in
to Mark as the companion and secretary of Peter hear in mind. ______ lheir intercourse with each other. Yet sociability
from whose early teachings he prohahly composed wTwTman senior deacon of alone is not the church's mission on earth,
his Gospel; and ,t ,s ce, tain that m his xvutmgs Deacon George VV U'pma . What, ,hen, is its object? The answer i. found
I.like had the assistance and endorsement of the Tretnon Temple niemta- of the l.xcai j(j ^ |)a|l]c „ js k|lown the church olJesas
■pestle Paul. The )hl lcstameiit aas C iris s Hoard of t ie . 1 -S ! - x of Nexv Kngland Christ. If true to its original intention, there
Bible. He loved .1; he- quoted it, he endorsed t most widely kiio xn Baptists of Nex l.ngmr j( mus, ot, lht. Mme work which the
But he never once criticized ,t. The Jews of the dropjxd dead in fron of the Oh Granary B y Master began to do while upon earth. Do you
time ol Christ universally recognized the Old mg Ground in Bt« u" ^ ,îule “ 0m inquire what that was? 1'lrhaps a three fold
Testament writings as sacred; and the progress Tretnon Temple will not teem division may make the matter plainly: (t ) To
of our investigations in history, archaeology, and his familiar face. r * v

exploration all tends t<> confirm the statements of 
the ancient Scriptures, Repeatedly ('.id Christ 
cite the Old Testament as undisputed authority: 
Matt. vji7;
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XI
(Crfitiun#'t fnitn la't Uwe.)

The Content* <»i Sfriptw.

The world, also, wishes well to the church.

But if the prosperity of the church is to lie
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