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PRINCIPAL FALCONER AND
CHURCH UNION.

Bditor  Dominion  Presbyterian,—The
“Peshyterian Record” for October con-
tains a statement of reasons for Church
Union from Principal Falconer, also one
from Principal Patrick. Tt is well that
a movement so revolutionary in its na-
ture as the Church Union now under ne-
gotiation, and one g0 franght with conse-
quences good or evil that will tell on fu-
ture generations, should receive the deep-
est consideration that the church’s best
thought ean give it. Tt is no less im-
portant and dutiful that the church should
thoronghly serutinize every arcument ad-
vanced in favor of this pronosed step. For
if it be a false step—not hased on right
reason, it were hetter to rerent hefore
reaching a stage from which there is no
turnine back.  With your kind permis-
sion T hee to offer some remarks on Prin-
ciral Faleoner’s statement.

The reasons he advances are “mainly
two.”  TFirst. the mind of the Tonl: cec-
ond. expediency. Now. T wounld fanev
that if the former of these two reasons
can be established. the latter follows, and
as an argument is auite sunerfluons,  Tf
it is elear that it was and is the mind of
Christ that church shonld he ontwardly
and visihly one onpanie unity. who are
we that we dhonld stav to anestion abont
probable eain or lose, or ahent savine time
and monev and enerev. Lot ne not stand
on the manner of ohedience. hut ohev at
once. imnlicitly helievine that whatever
God commands is not only right, but good
and alwavs exnedient.

The Princimal addnees fwn eavinze of
Our Tord,  The first is, “A New Com-
mandment T give untn vou. that ve love

one another, By thie ghall all men
know that ve are my discirles” ete. Tis
conclusion ie that lantwand and  victhle

unity and fellowshin is thne a duty lid
unon the chureh.  Tron which T remark
that it is rossihle for the eoveral France-
Tieal denominations in whidh the church
evists at mresent. to cherigh toward each
ather such friendshin and oneness of aim.
in snite of the varions dectrinal views thev
ceverally hold with a mood conscience as
to bear testimony to the world that thev
are the followers of Christ. . Moreover,
as n matter of fact. it has heen o for
manv a dav in this comntrv. What sien
of strife. or variance has heen manifesting
iteelf by the denominations moew neaoti-
ating during the last twn generations?
Nav. forther, does not the fact that thev
are distinet organisations make their fes
timonv of love and eseentinl oneness ho-
fore the world. all the more emvhatin?
What ia the testimonv? “We are di-
vided inta senarate communities, hecanse
as Protestant  Christiane  we helieve in
liherty of aninion on matters of faith, and
will be in hondage. in that resnect. to no
wcentrl authority ofher than the Tlolv
Kerintures.  We differ as to the inter
pretation of portions of Serinture it is
true. hut we agree to differ.  Tn Chrie
tian charity  each  clasa aseords ta the
other classes the eame rivht of liherte as
it claime for itself.”  And this eood feel-
ing or love now exieting. and its conce
onent testimonv to the world mav he
efer in our divided state than in clocer
aseaciation.  Tn illuetration. T reeal]l the
worda of Ahraham to Tot: “Tet there he
no strife. T nmav thee. hetween thee and
me. for we he hrethren, Tf thon wilt
take the left hand. then T will oo ta the
right: or if thou derart to the right hand
then T will 2o to the left.” So. to main-
tain good friendshin, thev marted com-
rany. Lot, like a good Methodist chooe-
ing the hetter rart. and Ahraham lite a
modern Preshvterian. meekly takine what
was Jeft.  Tet it not he formtten he
cides, that within the rale of that oreat
historie church unity, the Panacy, which
brasts of her oneness, heated controver-

sies, and bitterest hatred have existed he
tween the different orders and schools of
religious thought that will more than
match the worst that Protestantism has
ever evinced. Pascal’s Provincial Letters
afford one example of this,

The second saving of Our Lord addue-
ed by the Principal is the one that has
been appealed to by the advoeates of union
from the commencement, John 17: 11,
“Holy Father. keep through thine own
name those whom thou hast given me, that
they may be one, as we are”” Our col-
lege princivals and professors weing this
Scripture have assumed that in these
wonds Christ prayed for such a wunity as
is aimed at by them at the present time.
Their application of the Lord's wonds has
been questioned as to its legitimacy. No
one has vet made it clear that Our Lord
prayed for such outward, organic union
as it is songht to accomplish by its au-
thority. If they expect us to hel'eve
them, they must do 0. Tt is a serions
thing to misapply the sayings of the Mas-
tom

Now it is to be noted these words are
not an exhortation to the disciples, They
are an intercessory prayer addressed to
the Father in hehalf of his church. Prin-
cipn]l Patrick, in his statement savs, “The
Apostolie, and  sub-Apostolic  church, as
far as we know it, was one” which is
admitted.  And the prayér is not a pray-
er that a divided ¢hureh may become one,
but that they mav be kept that they may
be one.  Now the prerogative and power
for this keening rest with the Father, not
with man happily.  Put President For-
rest declared in the, late Assembly that
this praver of the Tord's is not answered
vet. Yet not a great many days hefore
the Tord uttered the praver in question,
he said in another prayer (John 11: 41.2)
“Father, T thank thee thou hast heard
me.  And T know that thon hearest me
alwavs,” ete.  Throughont the Christian
aze has not this doctrine of the all-pre-
vailing efficacy of the intercession of
Christ as the church’s High Priest, heen
at once the faith of the church, and the
ground of assurance, comfort and hove of
the individnal believer? But if the anpli-
cation of John 17:11 made by the Prin-
cipal and others is lezitimate, then here
is an important instance in which his in-
tercession has fo'led.  He prayed the
church might he kent while she vet was
one, and she has fallen to pieves. But
Principal Faleoner seems to attemnt to
instify this last when he says that our
denominationalism  has heen “no  huge
mistake. By the cond'tions into which
Christianity eame from time to time, pro-
test and witness for eertain truths were
necessary, and our churches (denomina-
tions?) arose.”  Just wo. And who
knows but we have come to just such a
“eondition” in the history of the Cama-
dian church when in the interests of the
truth and of righteousness such protest
and witness are again necessary.  Tut
what awful havoe does this admission
make of his use of the Lord's prayver for
unity.  Not only was the intercessory
praver not answered, but it was proper
and necessary in the interests of the truth
that it shanld not be anawered, and that
denominations should arise!  With_ me
present light, T must refuse to accent such
an application of Our TLord's words as
wonld lead to conclusions not only log'-
eally absurd, but =0 derogatory to the
Savionr's honor  and  destrnetive of the
chureh’s hore.  Whatever Jesns pravel
for we mav be sure wos granted And
since the churdh has not continned in one
outward and vis'hle organization, it muet
be presumed that that was not the kind
of union he had in his mind. T do not
pretend, nor am T ealled upon to sav what
the nature of that union wae, Put it
may interest some to see what Dr. Mareus
Doda thinks of it. He “finds it helongs
to a very different category (from union

of churches) and to ammuch higher region.
That all churches should be under simi-
lar government, should adopt the same
creed, should use the same forms of wor-
ship, even if possible, 18 not supremely
desirable; but real unity of sentiment to-
wards Christ, and of zeal to promote his
wil is supremely desirable,”

ALEX. HENDERSON,
London.

| SHALL NOT WANT.

The following study of the Twenty-
third Psalm, prepared by Mrs. John R.
Mott, is reprinted from the Northfield
Echoes: —

"'I‘Iu.- Lord is my shepherd; T shall not
want,

I shall not want rest.  “He maketh me
to lie down in green pastures,”

I shall not want drink.  “Ie leadeth
me beside the still waters,”

I shall not want forgiveness,
storeth my soul.”

I shall not want guidance. “Ile lead-
eth me in the paths of righteousness for
his mime's sake.”

I shall not want companionship. “Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
thou art with me.”

[ shall not want comfort,  “Thy rod
and thy staff they comfort me.”

I shall not want food. “Thou pre-
parest a table before me in the presence
of mine enemies.”

I shall not want joy.
est my head with oil.

I shall not want anything.
runneth over.”

[ shall not want anything
“Surely goodness and mercy
me all the days of my life.”

I shall not want anything in eternity.
“And I will dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.”

That is what David said he would find
in the Good Shepherd. One day it oc-
curred to me to see how this Twenty-
third Psalm was fulfilled in Christ. This
is what 1 found in Christ’s own words:—

“I am the Good Shepherd.”

Thou shalt not want rest. “Come un-
to me all ye that labor and are heavy
Jaden, and T will give you rest,”

Thon shalt not want drink.  “If any
man thirst, let him come unto me and
drink.”

T shalt not want forgiveness, “The
Son of man hath power on earth to for-
give sins.”«

Thou shalt not want guidance. “T am
the way, and the truth, and the life.”

Thon shalt mot whnt companionship.
“Lo, T am with you all the days.”

Thou shalt not want comfort,
Father . . . shall give you
Comforter.”

Thou shalt not want food. “I am the
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall
not hunger,”

Thou shalt not want joy. “That my
joy might remain in you and that your
jov may be full.”

Thou shalt not want anything. “If ye
shall ask anything in my name T will do
i

Thou shalt not want anything in this
life.  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things
slall be added unto youn.”

Thon <halt not want anything in eter-
nitv.  “T go to prevare a place for vou,
that where T am there ye may be also.”

“He re-

“Thou anoint-

“My cup

in this life.
shall follow

“The
another

Tf we mn f walk over thorns ourselves
Iot s tre ty pemove them from the
pith of those who follow,

He who her: the voke in his youth
shall inherit strength: but he who has
only pleasure for his end shall come to
folly,




