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Church Connections,

cllie,” said her hushand, very soon
afier the young couple had settled i their
new home, “we must make up our minds
where we shall have our church home ; don't
yvou think s0 2’

“Yes," answered his wife. “I do not
like going into a strange church and being
shown to aseat.  1do not feel at home at
all.”

“You wou'd feel less at home if you were
not shown toa seat, would you not, my
dear ?” suggested her husband, qu zz:c: Ily.

*Oh, you know what 1 mean, you tease,”
sai i Nellie.  *But 1 want a seat of my own,
and 1 want to go to a church as it 1 belo
ed there, Yes, I am quite ready to settle
the question as to where we shall go.  In-
deed, Tdon't see but that it is settled for us.
‘T'he First church is nearest, and, so far as 1
have seen, it is a pleasant congregation.”

“We could go to the Carter avenue
church ; it is vot much farther.”

) “No, not a great d ly but s il enugh to
make a differcnce 1 me 1 stormy weather,’
said his wife,

“The First chureh is larger,” <a d Charlie ;
“perhaps we y ung countiy tolks would be
overshadowed there”

“Well, Charlie,” said his wife, “1 do not
mind being overshadowed  There  will  be
plenty of work for us if we are ready to do
it, and Tam not a bit afraid but we shall
have all the place we are worthy of—that is,
it you are ambitious for place, 1 am now.”

“Nor am I tor mysclf, my dear wiic,” an
swered the husband 5 “but T don’t want the
talents of the sweet singer of the Gladeville
church, of the teacher of the infant cliss, of
the president of the young ladies’ missionary
band, etc., to be buried out of sight.”

“In o her words,” laughed Nellie, “you
are ambitious that your wife should shine.”

“Well, Nelliey I never like to see anything
wasted, and ! am sure your talents oucht
not to be,” was the repv.  “But scriously,
is there not wore opportunity for our 1ak-
ing ourselves userul n a small church than
in a large one ?”

“No, I don’c see that there is,” said his
wife.  “Imean to do what lies in my power
wherever we go, and I don't see that  one's
u'most is more in one p ace than in anothe ,
Butthen, if you prefer the Carter  avenue
church, we will go there.”

“No, dear, I have no preference  for it
over the other.  The First church is more
convenient. 1 was questioning a little what
might be duty in the matter, but if we go to
the Furst church to work, 10 is all riche.”

So that mtter was settled, and the next
Sabbath saw them at the First church, At
the first opportunity, moreover, they pre-
sented their letters of wembership, and <o
became thoroughly idenufied with the
churh

It was some months after that a nci b r,
Mrs, Boulder ealled one day on Nellie, winl
the conversation after awhile ran on chuich
rclations,

“Aren’t you very lonely, Mrs Boocon, in
th: First church 2 asked Mis. Boulder.  ©]
should think you would be afier «om 9
from your home churchin the country,  Be-
tides, the First church people ar: s ff and
unsoctal.”

“Oh, T think you are mistaken,  Mrs
Boulder,” said Nellie.  *That has not been
our experience at aily and their friendliness
has taken away the sense ot loneliness that 1
must contess, I hada htile of at first,  The
church s somewhat larger than the one 1
grew up inat home. and where 1 knew every-
body.  So that it was quite a contrast for
awhile.”

SWell, T know we tricd going there when
we first moved hicre, but no one took any
notice of us, and so we went to Union
street,  They are not much  better  there,
but we get along. T don't think church
people are very triendly anyhow ”

“They ought to be, Mrs. Boulder,” said
the young wite, with a very  beceoming ma-
tronly dignity,” and for my part, 1 hive
boen treated betrer than 1 deserve in the
Fust church, My dear old pastor in the
church at home said to m just before 1 1eft,
‘My doughter, he that would  have friends
must show hims If friendly.  When you  get
into new church relations, do not stand on
your dignity and expect the others to make
all the advances’ My hushand and 1 have
tricd to acton that adviee, and, with ut
putting ourselv s forwvard in the least, we
have tricd to show that we are not meaning
to stand on one side waiting to be coaxed.
We don’t rush out of church as if we were
aftaid some one would speak to us (Neliie
little knew as she spoke, how hard she was
hitting Mrs Bou'dor) ; we have gone to
work in the Sabhath school, and we arrange
our engagements 89 as to have Wednesday
evoning clear for the prayer meeting,  We
always find some one has a pleasant word
for us afier the mecting ”

¢ Of ail things " exclaimed Mrs, Boulder,
rising to take her leave, “sociability in a
First church prayer meenng! 1 think my
dear, you must be the first person that has
discovered i

Nellie found out, after a somewhat lonzer
residence in the place, the reason that Mrs,
Boulder bad failed 10 find any friendliness
the Fust church, Yoo, Mrs Benson,” said
the pastor’s wife, “we all tried hard to win
Mis. Boulder, but we could do nothing with
her.  While she aitended the chuich, she
and her husband would leave  the mowment
that sery ce was over, ond no one could get
a chance to speak to th-m.  They did not
come to the Sabbath school or the prayer
meceting, and whes any  of us called, she
particularly was very cold and stiff;, and we
had to give her up.”

‘H w pleasant your church poople ore,
my daughter,” suid Nellie’s mother, who was
visiting th m atew months after the young
couple had taken np their abode in  thewr
new home. “You scem to have a great
many acquaintances at least, and some  of
them talk ke friends”

“Yes, mother dear, they are friends,” said
her daughter 5 “and 1t makes our  home
ever s much more pleasant, that we have
tound such dehighitul church relations.”

CVon secthoy did not hold  themsel
alooi,” said the pastor’s wife to  Nellie's
mother
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The angel < ihe Lord encampeth rcund
about them that fear T, ad delivereth
them,

Duties of a Hostess.

There are homes in which you are always
conscious of your bounden duty to conforim
toralss — You feel that you must get up to
a 6 o'clock breakfast when you have been
accustomed to indulge in morning naps un-
til o1 you cannot don your wraps and saun-
ter out to enjoy an 1 0ur or two in an art
gallary or a hibrary of rare books, wiecre
one wants to invite onc’s soul for compan-
ionship, without your too solicitous hostess
urging you to wait ti!l she has ordered lunch-
eon so that she may ‘go with you and tell
you all about them.”

They are homes where the rules are not
flexible becanse the makers of them are
cast-iron people, but there are others where
they lack clasticity simply from the family’s
want of tact in pleasing those whom they
are anxious to please,

The really hospitable house is the one
where the guest has been asked to come in
order that she may be gwen an unusual
pleasure, and where, for the time being, all
the uncomtortable requirements of her indi
vidual home are set aside for a bohemian
freedom and unaccountability,

The young married hostess mav chaperan
without monopolizing the callers of her girl
guests,  She sees these callers frequently in
general society, and on many occastons for
a chat, while the visitor, of whom they e
also old friends, s only in town fur a briet
stay, and often groans inwardly at having to
sic in enforeed silence while her hospitable
hostess rattles away the precious moments.,

The wisitor, like the editor, can stand a
good deal of letting alone.  Of course, if she
be what is called a *born sight seer,” one
who must be taken from the crown of the
Liberty sta'ue to the roof girden crushes,
she will not want to be let alone, or to et
any one else alone,

To be indifferent about a guest’s enjoy-
ment is the grossest evidence of ill breeding
and cailous teeling, after extending an invi-
ta o, but far too few people undcrstand the
exquisits spirit of hospitality underlying the
greeting of the Spanish hostess, when she so
gracionsly - says,  “The  house is  yours,
senorita,
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Watching for Faults,

*“When I was a boy."" said an old man, “1
was often very idle, and used to play dunig
the lessons with other boys as idle as my-
self.  One day we were fairly caught by the
master. ‘Boys,” he said, ‘you must not be
idle 3 you must attend closely to your books,
‘T'ie first one of you who sees another boy
idle will please come and tell me!

SART thought to myself, “there is Joe
Simmons, whom I don't Like : I'll watch
hiy, and if 1 see him look fF his book Il
teli the teacher.”

“It was not long unul T saw Joe look off
his bock, and T went up at once to tell the
master,

“lodecd,” said he, ‘how did you know
as idle ?
I saw him, said 1.

*OWou did? And were your cyes on
your ok when you saw him ?

“1was caught, and the other boys laughed,
and 1 never watched £ 1dle boys again.”

Il we watch over our conduct and try to
koep at right, and always do our duty, we
will not have time to watch £or fau ts or idle-
tess i others. This wili keep us out of
mischief, and make us helptut to others.—
Our Young Folks,

he




