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l.ut do the newspaper reports ofthis or any other country warrant
lis in Lelioying tliat the atrocious crime of murder is dyin.r away ^
liol.l.ery, forgery, an.l other crimes are punished withproporticiled
severity, yet wlio will venture tor a nujment to assert that robhery
and forgery are .jn the decrease ? But on the contrary, is it ncit
onr nu.|anch..Jy fate, to read, day by day, and week by week, of
forgeries the most atrocious, rohberi(-s the most flagrant ; at one
instant whole families are hurled fn^n afHuence to want, from
comparative riches to the depths of posc-ty, by the duplicity of
wretches whose existen.-e disgrace the name of man ; at another a
ather has been broken hrartcd by the conduct ofa son and his yrey
hairs b.c-n .rmight with sorrow to the grave, V an amount .If
forgery which he is iitti^rly unable to meet. Viewiixr all these
thmgs as they really stand, and the state of society Ts it really
exists I tinuk you will (lud it almost impossible to arrive at any
other conclusi,.,, than that the means now in force for the suppres-
sion of crime are totally inadecpiate to their work—there is
a something wanting—there is a vacuum which re(iuires to be
hlb>(l

,
that something, is education, and that vacuum is its absence "

Ihat the means for educating the poorer classes of England have
until witinn the last few years I.etm notoriously deficient, I think
every one will be prepared to admit, and the natural conseiiuence
IS, crime has reached a pitch almost unprecedented in the annals ofany country in any age

;
" I3ut why," you may say >' what has

education to do with that I
"'

I will answer you ; the mind of man is
naturally depraved, and it is next to useless to punish it in its
natural state, the man may feel the punishmen corporally and for
the time being, bat he will lack that refined ;ee ing whidi makes
the hare idea of punishment far more mihearable than its infliction
lo an educated man, or to any one who has any sensitiveness of
disposition the very thought of disgrace, and havinij his name placed
dishon.Mirably before his countrymen, is of itself worse than the
mHiction ot a thousand lashes or months incarceration in prison and
such a dread will make him think twice hefbre he venture's tocommit a crime, however trifling, ft is of no use punishing a thine
which has no feeling. Thousands of men have been coirHned in
prisons, and have suiU'red the various penal tii^s of the law • yetwho in this audi.;nce or in the Piwincc will venture to name onewhom It has ever refbruu-d ?—a single one whom it has ever in-
duced to depart from the paths of vici' and enter those of virtue
rSay, I will ailvance a stej) fiirther ; I will even assert, and go to
the criminal courts to support me, that imprisi.umeiit directly de-
feats Its own ol.jcct; that instead <.f refor.uing, it hardens, and
renders the reci|>ieiit of punishment mcn-e incapable of regeneration
i iKddly make this assertion, and defy any one to deny it.

_

That the Penitentiarii's of this 'youlig country 'may be an
improvement upon the Pris.jus of th(. oM. I do not for a moment


