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One of l!ic inf!r.L"n((.'s wliich has ^Sl.-^ ti tl inatcrKillyth-.' pnv^rcss oftta'

sritiico of liotany, has hcen thr iiistution in variiDs parts of iho world

of llolaiiic (l.irdcns. 'Hu' importan'C of ]iii!)lic 1'. itanic ( lardcis lias

for ccnti'.rics been rcconni/ed by the Lioverninenl-; of civili/.cd states.

In an article on tliis suhject in the ICnrycIojia'dia i'.ri;ann:ca, we laid as

lollows :

"
'I'lie t'onndation of llotanie dardens di^in^ the W'l and

X\'II (entsirirs dil niiuh m th,e way of .idvanrini; llotanv. I'liey were

at fust apijropnated chietly to the (ultivation of medieinal plants. 'I'his

was especially the case at universities, where medical sclmols existed.

The tlrst r.itanic (l.irdea was est ib!i-,hed at TadMi in i vl.v 'I'he

Jardin des I'lantcs at I\u;s. was established in 16^6 Tlie I'.otanir

darden at Oxford, was tounikd in i^j^j. The ,i;arden a' lvlin!)iirgh

was fountled by Sir .\ndrew Hall' iir and Sir Robert Silibald in i(')7c,

and, under the name ui the Physic (Iirden. was placed mider the

superintendence of James Sutlierland, afterwards profoisor of I'xitany in

the university, 'i'he park atul garden at Kewdite from about 1730.

The ^irdcn of the R iVal Diibh'n Society at ("dasiievin, was opened

at)out 171/1. (;.• nei- states th.it at tlie cn^X of the iSth century, there

were 1600 I!ot,inic darden-- in l-airope." (Mncy. I!rit. I\'. So.)

"'i'lie Roy,il r.otanii dardenn of Kew originated in the exotic

garden, formed by 1 ,ord ("apil ,ind greatly extended by tlie I'rinccss

Dowager, \Vidow of I'rederii k, i'rince of Wales, and b\' dcorge III.,

aided by the skill of the Aitons, and of Sir Joseph Hanks, in i.s^o

the gartiens were adopted as a nat'onal establishment, and transferred

to the department of woods and forests. The lardens projjer, which

originally contained < nly about 11 aires, have been increa.stc t(/ 75

arros and the |ileasiire grounds and ar!)oretiini adjoining extend to 270

acres," (Enry. I'rit. XI\'. p. ^^.)

It may he well now to (onsider what a liofanic darden is. In a

report of a coiiiniittee appointed by the Hritish P.irlianicnt, in 1S38, to

enquire into the management, etc. of the Roy.il (iardcns at Kew


