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the exceptional leotioa «Uuded to, will «m thé «venge show
lighter work/and will reqaire less costly straotaras tlum hàT«
been neoessvy on many of the nâlways now in opention in
the Dominion.'' The Yellow Head has been definitely deteiw
mined ugon as the beat pass through the firat range of the
Bocfcy Monntaina. ;By it "a nùlway oan be carried fhMn the
North Saskatchewan to the central plateau ofBritfah Golaml»a»
^th gradients as light as those on railways in Ontario, and
with Works o£ Construction scarody heàider than on the Inter-
colonial line. We are thus enabled to projeot a satisfkctoiy

route from the railway system of the Atlantic Provinces to a
point within abont two hundred miles of the Pacific tide water."
The charaoter of the dimate about the eastem i^proach to thé
Yellow Head Pass may be jndged from the fiict given in the
report, that outof one hundred horses and mules engaged on
the survey, nearly starved when they reached the JTasper

Valley, land tunied outin ndd-winter to sl^lj^r themselves,
not a single deatb ooourred, «nd that <^3Hmed work in
Maroh in fiûr condition. The extraordin^l^iificance of this

ftct will be appreciatèd when it is remeoAered that the Jasper
valley is 3,300 feet above the level of the sm, or very nearly as
high as the Pafs, and about ta» degièes of latitude further
north than Toronto.

Ail this is eztremely satisfactory ; but the difficultés on tiie

last two hundred miles referred to—the western end of ihe
Canada Pacifie Railway—are suffident of themselves to make
the undertaking a formidable /me for a rîoher oountry than '

Canada. An army of engineers has been moployed among the
mountains of British Columbia sinoe 1871 ; the Cascades hâve
been piwced by twelve Unes <wf snrvey, terminating on the
ooast of the mainland at seven distinct harbours ; eveiy attempt
has been made *o wrest from th» moantains the motékpim
iUf ptii^i tblBïMeiiijl&ut, thoB«h ihe outlook has mon
than «uoe been promisiag^ the att^mpti h«ve fiU}i«L:lQli«m is
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