
ion for t>iu •tatcnicnt ii rather obvious.

EvMv l»w itU(i»nt know* H. Every one
know* that $o aoon »» war ii declar>>'1 be-

tween Knitlanl mil any at thi* 4'* f Mun
itatei of the world, compoilni{ the ..>cletv

of itales, any inch ol Uie Drttiah territory,

whether within the British Ules. or In any
of llie Rritiah provincn, it on a war fen t-

ln«. Thprffnrf Canada i> at war whetJiM
•he wiilir-g to lie at »»r or not. England'e

war i« Canaila'a war. no much so that thi<

minutf war i« declar.^j »11 our uoodn and

vesaels and citizen* become hostile in the

estimation of the country at war with Eng-

land, and all things Canadian become ipso

facto sellable by the belliRrrents anauis

England. I* it not by applyinn thoiie well

known doctrines, that during the eiirhtccnt

century. EndanJ saw he.r way cl<!jr to di^-.

troy the colonial dominions of Krunci! in

every part of the world, and to oomiiiir

even NouveUe-Knmce? Tlione same doi-

trines stand jis»* a* sood to-day iis in tli''

paHt, Sir, anil i a a.'ainst the nvival of

thi.s doctrine t.. .ir dt>lrinient, that 1 wi"*!

to h.ave my Caniilian fellow citizen;* I'et.p

themselves prepared. .\ state may be neu-

tral; a Urltiuli province cannot. More es-

pecially do I not wi.Hti '.) see Caiinda »t:ind-

in,' niiitral toward.' Ktu'.and for the .«ake of

not buildini; n navy. N utrality i* a word
which only states can use. but nevi r a

colony when addressins its metrni.uli^.

But it -uch a cnnditioii of affairn fruni tin;

point of view of international law and of

the public law of Eiiuland exists, is it not

better that Canad:i should willinuly aid

Eni-'lind, and do it in tne happiest way!'

After all, what is asked from Canadian."?

If we take ijr crant- d that the t A ]xi\ni-

lation of Canadii h al.out 8.(HiO,t)(M) i fl^-ure

that the contribution of each citizen for the

maintenance of our fleet (an accompli.«l'-

ment which will satisfy our national Iiriili^

and :it the same time please Ens-'land . -a ill

not exceed 60 cents per head annual.;,

plus one dollar and a half pe-- head for f
buildini of the same. If » >. e into coi

sideration the population o '. ' province

of Quebec, and mal- certain allowances fo.-

contributions made more especially for cre-

atine banks, insurance companies, loan

companies, rai'w iv cuniiiai'ii ». all of them
mostly organized and kept m existence by

British capital, we have to conclude that,

eslimatins the population of that province

at about 2.000.000." each inhabitant of Que
bee would not pay more than one shillins

per year fur the maintenance of that fleet,

thouzh so useful both to Canada and Ene-

land. as well for defence as for conunercia!

purposes.
But. some one may say that this crea-

tion of a war fleet will tend to diminish onr

rank both amoncrst the colonies of Gr ,t

liritain. and in the esteem of foreien coun-

tries. Nothini: can be more fallacious.

I do not see in what wav the statu* of
Canada will suffer depreciation because the
enters into somewhat f a maritime lea-

Kuu with other eoloni -. ami the paren'
itate. No one can Ini ..due fur a moment
that Canada can alone protect her vast
ieashorcs. Let mo iflve you an llluftru--
tion. I wilt once more go to the ancient
wiirld to ifi'f my e cample. You know that
it w«s the fumlaniental maxim of Athens
that she should remain the ruler of the
SIMS, .\thens was the K'eatekl luu |>ower
of the 3U0 cities of Greece. Sparta was the
' f.'eiit military power on land. Nevurthc-

s.s. Athens, with its .10.000 soldiers, it)

<0'«lO mariner.., and its total male and
'male population of 200,)X)() inhabitntits,

aiaiiai:ed to for.n a confedei. ' which
vas ciilled the confederiition ( ' >s com-
iKi-ed of 300 cities, eacli oni .

'
. n send-

iijs; its delejiates. furnishini; ' money
r men. and later on payinu - .ixed Hum

• •( money, the whole to ei|uip and main-
liiiii .1 fli'et stronu' enoii'.di to s<-eure the
^ii'pninaoy of Oreeee nver all other powers,
at any time. The fiMJeral treasury which
•as istal)lished lir-t. nt Delos. where the
delegates met. was later on tratHfi'rred to
\thciis. and sit ii|> in tin. Temi)le of th''

.\erop(,.is, Tliis is. I think, a shinim; ex-
ample to our citizen-' Imaiiine a city lik',-

Mhi'iis. with a l.ital population of but 200.-
i»N( eili/.eiis. haviiii.' its two ports of PirafU''
,111.1 I'iialiTiiin. and its shipbuildinu' yard
..f .Miiiiycliia. and eontributinif half of the
llioiisanl taieiit,^. tliat is .'(i.'j.lHIO.OX) for the
iiiui(imiiit and iiiannini.' of tli.' confedera-
li.in fleet. And. you know, .\tliens did the
riu'lit tliini: in re.;ard to that; as long as tlid

iiiaritir-ie league was maintained her glory
was 11 un''^il, as soon a-^ it was disrupted
all hi ver vanished. Neither .Athens nor
I.aeed. on felt deprecate.! by ijoini; into
tlio CO eration of Delos. For Athens hal
u t then forgotten the teaching of Themis-
ti.eles and Aristides, realizing that the"-
I luiitry needed not only magi.-trates and
; aders. but also, instruments of defence
.iicli as an army, a fleet of war, and a re-
venue. Athens has given to the world of
to-d IV the most vivid example of national
enerL'y. With a small territory, and a lim-
ited budget, through the efforts and ability

'iif its public spirited citizens (the greatest
,
lovers of liberty known to history) Athens
was able to make first class harbours, build
tlie stron.'est lui-y of the day, erect the
must ii.arvellous temples and palaces that
art can inspire and architecture construct,
aiiil through its fleet, and its naval de-

i
fence demonstrate her capabilities in re-

i
pulsing invasions much more terrible for

i

lier than would be an invasion to-day of

;
England by the Germans.

i

After this short glimp.se of the past, let

;
us come to the question of the protection

I of our thousands of miles of seashore and
! territorial boundary. First of all, we have


