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Tlicrc is no doiilil that the jmldiiif; of this
iriipoi-tant ("oii^nss will Iniparf a sliimiliis to tlic

spirit of enterprise, always alert, and parlieularlv
>i> jnst at the present jiiiirtiire, throU);lioiit the
len};th am! breadth of the Koiiiinion. In Montreal
this impulse will be felt more strongly than else-
v.iiere, and the reHults nin.v be fairly expected to
be marked and endiirin^r.

rrobably };real (•oinmereial enterprises—some
of them perhaps destined to have most iiiiporfant
bearinjjs upon the future of tliai ;;rear confedera-
lion of fre<' nations we know as the British
lOmpire— will trace their ori}{iu to this ^reat
trade eonjiress. Xew standards of imperial
commercialism are likely to be discussed ; new
i<leas of imperial trade evolved and disseminated.
The master minds of the Old World's commerce
iitid tinance will be in c(mtact with the ruling;
spirits of Rritish-American commercial activity

,

the old, wise, cautions east is cominf; to the
yoiiiif;, energetic and confident west to compare
notes and to devise means for exlendiiif; the
trade of the Empire and the trade within the
Empire.

Willi such elements at work, the ("on);ress
can scarcely fail to prodiice tan;rible results, and
when, III the future, men wish to speak intelli-

Kcnlly of tliei;e they will be interested in knowinf;
sDiiicthiii;; of the commercial conditions imnii'-
diately surrounding; the members of the( '(in>;ress.

Hence arises one of the needs for a permanent
presentment of the commercial and (inaiicial
aspect of .Montreal in the present Year of (iiiKc

There is no doubt, moreover, that a storv of
Mont real's rise to the proudly j.re-i'ininent posi-
tion she holds in the trade and commerce of the
liomiiiioii of Canada will be at once interestinj;
iiiid useful to those brother ISrltons from over-
sia.s, who cenie to Canada to attend the Conj;ress.
Kveii the commercial history of M<mtreal in

Kiniaiitic. while its fiem-ral story, interlarded
with tales of savage wars, of heroic siddiers, of
st( rn chiirchnien, of devoted martyrs, of noble
women, of scoundrelly traitors, of autocratic
bureaucrats, of hot-headed rebels, of captures by
enemies, of vast business enterpris(>s, of sorrows,
of happiness, of hope, but never of despair, is a
theme worthy of the very witchcraft of history.

N'<ir is anythin;; iu the shape of a history of a
Kfeat city like Montreal ever without interest for
its own people, for there never was a more triitli-

fill remark than that " the heart of a nation as it

f;rows strong craves for knouledjie of its ances-
try."

It is easy for the Mnntrealer to derive an
ennobling impulse from the past. True, "for-
ward,'' has been the watchword of Montreal ever
since the place has borne the name, and the
succeediii}; piip;t.s will show that her sons have
only looked back to derive useful lessons from
past errors and to proHt by dear-bot't;ht exper-
ience.
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