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Help for future

college students

Today we are in an era of rapid intellectual and technolog-
ical growth. Skilled labor is in demand across Canada, yet are
we getting the best qualified students from our universities and
technical schools? Or are there many, who for various reasons
are unable to obtain a higher education? One cannot deny that
post high school education is principally for the rich man's
child. This should not and must not be the case.

Today only 13% of students graduating from high school in
Canada go on to university. By comparison 40% of students
graduating from high school in the United States attend univer-
sity. Obviously more of our high school graduates are qualified
to attend university, Where are they? Why don’t they attend?

It would seem apparent that lack of social, financial and
intellectual stimulation prevent them from doing so. Canada
can ill afford such loses if she is to continue to develop rapidly.
It is an économic and social necessity that she develop her hu-
man potential to the greatest possible extent. Therefore, some-
thing must be done to rectify the present gerious situation, and
this obviously is to remove the barriers to post-secondary edu-
cation. This is a free, democratic society where all should have
equal opportunity. No one should be held back because of s0-
cial or financial reasons if they are academically qualified and
have the desire to attend a 'university. The answer to these
problems is universal accessibility.

Universal accessibility is in essence a simple concept, al-
though it possibly sounds quite complicated. It is the back-
ground principles of this philosophy of education which are
more complicated and controversial. The concept of universal
accessibility implies that there should be no barriers for an aca-
demically qualified student who desires to go on to university.
Perhaps the strongest grounds for such a philosophy of educa-
tion is the often-quoted statement that in our democratic sys-
tem there should be equal opportunity for all,

Since, at the present time, great numbers of “students are
prevented from attending by social and financial barriers, the
Canadian Union of Students passed a resolution in favour of
universal accessibility. The Union, which represents 135,000
students in institutions of higher learning across Canada, felt
that the problem was sufficiently serious to warrant immediate
action and set as its immediate goal the elimination of tuitian
fees. This is one positive step toward the eventual goal of the
dlimination of barriers. With the elimination of all ' barriers
there should exist a state of free education for all students in-
volved in post-secondary education. :
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We may be at-the beginning
of a new era of student action
in Canadian post-secondary
cducational institutions if our
friends in Quebec continue to
be successful in spreading the

turning student governments
into dynamic ,organizations
alogous to trade unions.
niversity students form a
union in, order to gain recog-
nition for themselves as legit-
imate members of society
who fulfill the useful role of

learning.

The students’ council in the
traditional university is ana-
logous to the guild. It has no
views on education, no long
range philosophy; it initiates
no reform binding on suc-
ceeding councils and hence is
unable to initiate many of the
reforms that are most urgent-
ly needed.

The program of student
syndicalism is aimed directly
at this sterility of convention-
al student government. Syn-
dicalists claim the first goal
of the students’ council is to
serve students. The service
must be based on the needs of

‘the  students as young intel-

lectual workers and his needs
as a citizen of  the nation.
Thus, the service must be pri-
marily concerned with. work-
ing and living conditions, and
with the integration of the
student into the community.

The services are usually
grouped under three head-

ings:

~—Financial Services; schol-
arship discounts, cafeterias,
‘vending machines, fee reduc-

tions, ete.

—Educational Services: de-
bates, conferences, lectures,
publications, newspapers,
clubs, etc.

—Cultural Services: art
centre theatre, etc.

Unlike the guild concept of
student government, the stu-
dent syndicate, or union, adds
a new dimension to service.
Trigger for launching student
syndicalism at the University
of Montreal was a student
strike, not for better food in
residence, or for cheaper text-
books, but on behalf of work-
men at the university who

student

were attempting to form a
union, presumably to gain
better working conditions.
Quite naturally, student
gyndicalists make certain de-
mands of the educational sys-
tem. The primary aim of the

movement iz to remove all

university fees and enable all
students to enjoy a decent
standard of living without ref-
erence to their economic

Those - active in the move-

- ment £ also that students

should have a greater voice in
university policy and to this
end they propose that both
faculty and students be rep-

. resented on boards of govern-
_ors. There have

also been

related to education. For ex-
ample, a university student
body might decide to conduct
4 ‘war on poverty” in its area,
both through practical pro-
grams and the exercise of

pressure on the government.

At the same time, student
syndicalists believe that stu-
dents should use their collec-
tive power as a pressure group
to help solve social problems
unrelated to education. They
feel that even though it is
necessary ‘ for any. interest
group to fight for better con-
ditions for itself, it is .also
necessary for that interest
group to recognize itself as an
interdependent part of the to
tal community. In this way,
student syndicalists propose
to make the voice of the stu-
dent much more effective in
the nation. )

The theoretical construction
of student syndicalism begins
with a theory of the student.
In Canadian universities the
present role of the student is
often of pure consumer. He
passively collects the masses
of data dictated by his pro-
fessors, Examinations do not
evaluate the development of
his creative potential but only
his fidelity to the formal cur-
ricuium.

The student is not trained
to transform the learning he
consumes into something he
can use in a socially respon-

syndicalism?

proposals that students and
junior faculty members be
seated in the senates and on
senate committees.

Student syndicalists believe
that students are cifizens by
virtue of their role as learn-
ers, ‘and like any other citiz-
‘ens they exercise their rights
in the nation by virtue of
their community = participa-
tion. For this reason student
syndicalists feel it necessary
to work for the removal of
social problems not directly

sible way. Therefore he be-
comes alienated from his own
studies, he is socially irre-
sponsible, and hence he is
rendered a dependent of so-
ciety. The student depends on
aid — state aid, private aid
and family aid — for his ex-
istence. It is considered pref-
erable to aid the student
rather than remunerate him
for the work he does in. his
social role.

Essentially, student syndie-

(SEE page 3)



