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An obvious atmosphere of conviviality is indicated by the above |ed. the
photo of several engineers partaking in the refreshments served
The party was held last fall at the Alex Can-

Ray Power, John Burrows,
“Perk’” Perkins, Bert Dunphy, Don Pyne, and Earl Morris.

at the Stag Party.
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to such an extent that it is almost|lishment, a

impossible to find the road, let]
alone to keep it open. The Haines|
Highway was constructed to bring
supplies over to the Alaska High-|
way from the ocean during its con-|
struction, and is still used for this
purnose.

From Haines Junction, following
the Alaska Highway still to the
north west, one comes to another |
high plateau, the Kluane Lake Re- |
gion, and finally into the perma-|
frost area around mile 1110.

At mile 1130 the highway spans|
the Donjek River by means uf‘
seven trestles. At the present|
time. the Army is constructing a |
seven span steel bridge. This
hridge has been under construc-
tion for several years, and its com-|
pletion is not expected for some |
yvears to come. Progress is sl()\vi
hecause one of the purposes of|
the construction of this bridge 1s!
to give practical experience in|
bridge building to Army p?rsonnol.1

Also, because it is in the perma-|
frost area many unprecedented
holdups have occurred. When

completed, the bridge will not only

provide a better crossing of the|
Donjek River, but will have cut|
out several miles of bad, twistine|
highway.

It is well known that construc- |
tion in permafrost areas is much
more difficult than in ground
which alternately freezes and |
thaws. In most places the perma-
frost is covered by an insulating
muskeg., If this muskeg is remov-

ed, the ground under it thaws
upon exposure to the sun, and the
result is a soupy mud on
is impossible to erect even the
smallest building and expect it to
last. There have been cases
where tons of gravel have been
placed on thawed permafrost and
never seen again, To date. the
most satisfactory method of con-
struction on permafrost is to leave
the muskeg, and huild on it.

Between ‘the Donjek River and
the Alaska border the highway is
almost entirely built on perma-
frost and is not as good a road as
it was in the south. However, it
is continually being maintained
and repaired where necessary, and
is always open to traffic.

The Alaska border is at mile
1991. and from here to Fairbanks
the highway is maintained by the
Alaska Road Commission. The
quality of the road is much the
game as on the Canadian end. It is
interesting to note that in the sum-
mer of 1949, the Americans hard-
topped a section of the highway
in Alaska, which was still in good
condition in the summer of 1950,
having survived the severe winter
and spring thaw without serious
damage [t must be remembered
however, that this paved
was almost wholly over flat coun
try and it would not be an indica-
tion of the success of paving in
Canada The highway in Canada
is in a much more mountainous
region and there would be nothing
to warrant the cost of paving. The
unpaved road is excellent,
a par with many paved roads else-
where

At the present time, the highway
in Canada is maintained by the
Canadian Army Engineers, and
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maintenance camps spaced at in-| furnaces and beside tubes There | Institute of Electrical Engineers, | ’ i
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wearing course, which produces an|you will know that it gtands fm'li F
excellent surface. About the only|the professional engineer the| ! SAT'N ‘i\i ship, reasonable price and
fault with the road in summer is|man behind the convenience the ' ‘ prompt service come to
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this job keeps the maintenance | phone, turn on a tap, pull open & ‘

camps busy from October until|drawer, listen to the radio, or even | £ Also boots and high top gum
April. In the winter, the snow on|open a can, we are doing some- $]2 50 B rubbers for sale

the highway in many places freezes | thing made possible by the blue- i . i -y

to such a low temperature lellpr‘int bhoys the moulders of the
many people say the driving is bet-| modern ways.
ter than in the summer. Also, it is No country stands to gain more |
dust free. | from professional engineers than)
_| this, our own Canada. In a coun-| ‘
ing the highway where possible, |ty of space, riches, power and)
and trying to eliminate many bad | Position, tomorrow the slide rule
curves and hills. It is quite pos- hoys will really paper the country
with blueprints.

Mankind has ¥known many rulers

groups of rulers, rulers for good
{ and for bad, but never was there
| such a hopeful, peaceful and yet so
influential a group as the “SLIDE
| RULERS".

We now have a grand
selection of U. N. B. Satin
Jackets as well as Cardi-
gans, Jumbo Knit and
Warm-up Jackets.
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The Army is continually improv
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er now than when the mileposts
were first installed, but changing
these would lead to such a state of
confusion that it is more advant-|
ageous to leave them as is.

We have seen the route of the
Alaska Highway, its quality, and
some of its history. In closing, let A
us take a brief look at its possible e
future, and the meaning of this
future to Canada. ‘

There is really little point in
mentioning the quantity of un- .
touched resources in the north
Seismographic crews are sounding |
for oil all along the highway
since it lies in the great petroleum
belt that stretches from Texas to
the Arctic. There are great quan-
tities of pulpwood and water power
coing to waste. Mountains of cop-
per, lead, coal, iron and other ores
There lies a fortune, greater than
the gold found in the Klondike
rush of '98, and the medium of dis-
covery is the Alagka Highway.
The Yukon is waiting for the day
that the highway will undoubtedly
bring its economic boom, and
when this day comes, much of the
credit for it should go to the |
Alaska Highway The Alcan Pio-
neers. the men who built the road,
put it this way:

“We lend you the road, we

made it,

And bright

burn.”
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may its victories

Doctor: “Mrs. Brown, | have
ocood news for you.”
Patient: “But my
Jrown.’
Doctor: “Well, Miss
have bad news for you.”

name is Miss

Brown, 1

Those who think our jokes are
straightaway change
| their views, could they compare
| the ones we print with the
we could not use.

poor would

“T'he coach is using the electric rabbit idea
with a package of Player’s”

ones

“] heard your brother went to
Florida with his girl™.

“Yes he went south to
with her.” é

Tampa |




