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returning thaniks for- the LL.D., to speak warningly of the
nought panic w1hich. has recently ýtaken possession of the British

-. Lord eresford, bjimself, bas pointed out the naval un readi-
f the country, but he expressed bis belief in the willingness of

ivestigatinig Cabinet Committee to remedy the state of affairs.
ier words, Lord Beresford said "Steady !" to the perturbedpublic
)ade the agitated citizens rernember that nervous prostration in
ice of danger is not "the British way-."
-here is a sornewbat ar-nusing aspect in the advice offered so
tunely. Lord l3eresford is Irish in descent, with ail the fervour

e Celtic race, and the spectacle of this impetuofis son of Erin
g John Bull to keep cool and not cry for Dreadnoughts is one to

e the Saxon public, if it takes thought for the inconÉruity of the
:ten.
rhere is no doubt that the war scare bas reached an unbealtby

wben the respectable British housebolder is ready to start at
sound and imagine it is the Kaiser. This is contrary to the

ib temper and decidedly discomforting te thre Empire, and ne
can do more towards restoring the public te a merely healthy
ýe of vigilance than Lord Charles Beresford, 110w LL.D., who is
visest sea-dog of tbem ail. The Liverpool speech, sbould go

er towards restoriný- serenity than a brace of Dre'adinoughts.,

it th,

SPORTING SEASON OF 1909

bahl season under way, "soccer" football kicking
he tep, lacrosse teams at practice and semni-clad
gthe cbilly spring breezes on every street, side-
the sporting season of 1909 may be said to have

1 it gives promise of beîng a very busy season
isuial number of questions to be answered.
ncipal of these questions is, "Will the Marathon
ipetiim of legitimate sport?" The Marathoner

rival. But t]
helped its dr

the New Brunswick Commission which had been investigating the
affairs of the New Brunswick Central Railway. H1e stated that he
had flot been able to satisfy himself that the report was flot more
political than ýotberwise, but as it would take some time to get at the
facts and to prepare a reply to the findings, he had decided to, tem-
porarily relinquish his position as minîster. For this purpose, bis
resignaition had been placed in the hands of the Premier vvho had been
good enough to say that he would not accept it until he (Mr. PugsleY)
had the fullest opportunity to make bis explanation.

Mr. Pugsley further asked the indulgence of the House, to allow
him, to retain bis scat in the House for a few weeks ôn the under-
standingý that if bis explanations were flot forthcoming and were not
satisfactory to both sides, he would resign in due course. He
admitted that bythe Report, he was apparently guilty of considerable
carelessness, but he could assure the House that the honourable
commissioners had been misled, and that he would do bis best to
show that personally he was not guilty of any avoidable irregularity
or misdemeanour.

The House was quite disturbed by Mr. Pugsley's anneuncement
whicb, bowever, was not unexpected. Sir Wilfrid Laurier followed
and confirmed Mr. Pugsley's reported resignatien. He stated that
he was willing to withhold judgment until Mr. Pugsley had time toi
prepare the fullest explanation and be hoped that the House would do
the same.

When Mr. Borden, leader of the Opposition, rose to reply, the
excitement was tense. He congratulated Mr. Pugsley upon bis action
and expressed the hope that he would be able to clear himself of the
charges which had been made against hlm. While the New Bruns-
wick Commission's report did not concern the Dominion Parliament.
being a purely local report, he-feit that Mr. Pugsley bad acted wisely
in taking notice of it. H1e also believed that tbe country desired that
ne0 memler, under.suspicion of any kind, sbould continue te hold bis
seat, mtich less a portfolio. Every public man should be sensitive of
bis political honeur, and Mr. Pugsley had shown that be was no
exception to the rule. On behaif of the Opposition, he promised to
withild juidgmient uintil sncb time as furtber investigation by Mr.
Pugsley would enable binm to present a final and adequate explanation
to the House. H1e asstired Mr. Pugsley that the Opposition would
be pleased if lie could clear himnself of the imputation wbich had been
made against hlm.

Mr. Borden's speech was well received by botb sides, and there
the incident closed for the time being.
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