
CANADIAN -COURIER.

THE IMPERIAL CONFERENCE
ýfCo-operation Rather than Centralization Likely bo be Key-Note

By 0. D. SKELTON
Professor of Political and Economic Science, Qg»eens University

FROM its beginnings the British Empire as
made precedents, not followed themn. There
is nothing in history-in other peoples' his-
tory, that is-to parallel the gathering of the

premiers and ministers of the Fîve Nations to take
counsel with the rulers of the Motherland and with
one another. Among political miracles none quite
equals this unique Empire, alliance, or what you
wilI, grown by haphazard and bound by the
strongest and most intangible of ties.

The growing is not over yet. The very name of
the present Conference registers the, changing comn-
position of the Empire. The Colonial Conferences
of the past are gone, along with the colonial subor-
dination of the past; the era of Imperial Confer-
ences between equal partners is begun. The rapidity

yet taken a pronounced stand, though the rule that
the snialler the colony the more intense its im-
perialîsm may here hold good. Only Sir joseph
Ward, who now is attending bis second Confer-
ence, remains of the old guard, and it is hardly
likely that Mr. Deakin's understudy will rise to the
heigbt of the role.- In Great Britain itself the samne
party is in power as in 1907, firm in its traditional
policy of unity through freedom, and confirmed in
that faith by the splendid results of the self-govern-
ment granted South Africa in face of the pessi-
misti c opposition of the professional empire-savers.

increase of their dealings with foreign states. It
is clear that the old situation, where the foreign
policy of the Enmpire was the concern of the Foreign
Secretary of the United Kingdom alone (with prac-
tically no check even by the British House oi
Commons), cannot stand. There are two alterna-
tives. One is to build up in Britain an organization
representing the self-governing Dominions. Thi5
organization, it used to, be urged, should take the
form of an Imperial Parliament, with powers to
bind the Empire in matters of joint concern, but
this proposai now finds f ew supporters, in face of
the growth of colonial nationalism. It is suggested
now-a-days that a more modest beginning be made,
some counicil, merely advisory at the outset, but
inevitably taking, on fresh powers, tilI, in Mr.
Chamberlain's words, it attained "executive func-
tions and perhaps also legisiative powers,' including
"large powers of taxation." At the last Confer-
ence, Mr. Deakin and Dr. Jameson, following Mr.
Lyttleton's ]ead, proposed to convert the Colonial
Conference into an Imperial Council, and to estab-
lish a permanent secretarial staff, appointed by the
Council and under its orders. The opposition of
Sir Wilfrid, General Botha, and Lord Elgin, bîocked
the proposai. The Conference remains a Confer-
ence, though its name is changed to Imperial, and
whiîe a secretariat was established, it was merely
an appendage of the Colonial office, attached to~the n>ew department of that office establishi-d -


