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THE STORY 0F A CROCODILE HUNT

Br bIONrZ,, C. sx ][Tu

OR some days 1 bail been hunting the Hoogh'.Ffor a good spýlecitncln of the Indiati crocodile, arthouigli I had knockedJ over a couple that senua good size 1 fouind therr both, on mea-surernnent, to 1less than eighite feet. As 1 wanted a rcaliy fine e,ample for a large Europleant eluseumn 1 rejected botthese unlucky fellows, and chianged rny ground.
The nativets had told mne of an old bull crocodile thahiad iniade a naine for imiiself by his pranks ini the maiing Season, roaring andf hïghting, and ruling the rooswith a v-enigeance. 11e was a glant, they said, coulseize the biggest aimais that ventured down to drinat his hiaunts, and hiad even been known te attaeh smaboats. N1e had long aige lit the banks of the Hooghl,anid located Iimiiseif in one of its many branches. Mýinformnants were s0 precise as te the locality, and sifull of the beast's uniusual size, that 1 determjned ta alecast have a look for hi.
A pair..oar with one man (Bishtu), my Remingtonand a couiple of couls of rape ta tow the spoli, made mjolttflt; anzd after breakfast one morniug, we droppecdawn the riv-er, anrd soon came to the inauth of thEbrancl, where mvi garie was said to bie. His favourt(hauint was a rniall sandy bay on the left bankc, wherga backing eddy ras ; and on ecd end of the cresceulgrew a knuot of peepul or Indian fig-trees, which rosthiglier than the sîirrounding jungle, and made with theildark foliage two pillairs that clearly marked the spot.Bietwectn these two green pillars was his favourite basc-mng-place ; Bilitu said hie knlew the spot weil, though lieiad neyer seen Kinig Crocodile hinîseif. Keeping an eyefor our landrnarks, and scnning the banks on eitherhand, we ran down with the current, but a full hourpassed, and no tail trees had we acen. 1 had begun totiink Mîy bay and big crocodile were ail a fairy taleMien my mani, looking over bis shouider, sighted thesignais. There they were sure enougli, round a bend inithe river, and about a quarter of a mile ahead. Bothof ils lay down iu the boat, and with the tiller iu myhaixd 1 guided lier sa that wc sliould pass the cove at adistance of about clghty or a hndred yards out.Slowly w'e covered the. distance, and every yard of sandand every streteli of grass near thc water did 1 care-ftilly serd; but there was no sigu of the giant, norindeed af auy otixer of his kind. "Crocodile aslecp,"grunted uy mn; - corne out suas." On the. hopetiat the. brute rnilght appear later I let the bout cou-tinue hér siuent way for half a mile pat the buy ; thendrawing iuto the. opposite bsnk w. hitclied lier ta anovenhangig bo g h and I sought soace tram zuy pipe.Aftcr a couiffe of hours speut ln aur shady retreat,we puslied onit, and begas to make aur way up streanas qu etiy as possible, £ny ma using his ours withgreat slcxll. Juat before w. sighted the cave w. bathheard a spiasi, and a slow expectant sinile broadlenedoz, Blshtuls face; bis ours slipped iu and out of the.water as noiselessly as wings in air. Asother fiftyyards af silent crccping opened the bay, and there, sureenough, about two-thirds out ai the water,' lay a lugefellow, whose aize flred mny ambition ; he wus a big ontand no mistake. Silently w. backed te the far ik sudtaok stock. The. beast Ly with bis tati lu the streai,and by its frecinent motion showed that h.e was quiitealert, perhaps hiiugry. Te atteinpt ta anlproacl hlmtrom behlnd lu tic hope of an effective shaulder-shot wasvery risky ; uit the sliglitest alarin h. 'iglit buck intothe water. 1 determincd, therefore, ta land saine dis-tance beiow hin, and stal him np the bank-uat thesafest ai ventures by an y mens, for the. dense junglewas ricb ini tigers, and Mhe marsby bauks teenied witlsnakes. W. dropped dawn till out af siglit, theni crossedover, and I lanclcd about a couple of husdrcd yards be-iow the bay. Witb wary stepa I drcw up-streaui, anoccasianal spiush telliug me my gaine was still titre.When I gt close up 1 fouund that the jungle-grass sacamipieteiyo hid the. cave that even tram my full hielgitI could not see its sandy banka. Lookiug round for abaud y tree, 1 soon drew mnysclf ta a level wlere 1coûkfcorimand the beast's Position. Great was mydisappoiîinzent ta find that le lad drawn ladk intaUic water, aud uow only bis lutge Ixeud and shoulderswere ncovered, But what a luge brute it was ! Neyerhad 1 accu se fine a specunen, ; e was wortii anyamonut af trouble, aud if only b. would corne ont and

[y offer mie a fair shot I would send home to England suchid a crocodile as had very rarely, if ever, been seen. But,d even as 1 measuried sud mneasured again the iength ofe lis ugly snout I distinctly saw lis n'ostrils unclose, andç- a suspicions sniff told him apparently of my proximiity.h Slowly the great jaws sank out of siglit, and only thewater now shone where lie lad been ; tIen a slight-t rippie, and a line of air bubbles led away to an over-L- hanging mass af bush under wiich they continued toýt rise and break on the surface. H'e had scented me, anddl was gone ; but there was an -hour oi davlîglt still, andk 1 would wait, or 1 wonld carne back anid wait for himIl next day.
y 1 was just preparing ta change my position for anK casier one wlen a staxtling thing lappened. There was:)the slightest possible rustle af the fringe of grass, and at huge tîger stepped out on the sand, and crouched withhis nase ta the water. Rie was a splendid animal, amaie oi unusual size, and in fine condition. is tawny

Tcoat and black stripes, were in striking con trust, and his1tail rings were very flnely marked. H1e had passed«within thirty yards of me' but lujWkily the wind wasdown stream, and lie lad not nosed ne. In a moment 1had trained mny rifle an huxu, but on second thougîts 1deternîined ta waÎt. events.
Re was thirsty aud lapped train the streami withevcry aigu of enjoyment. His taul lu y spread out outhe siope, bis iront paws under him formed a rest forhis jaws that lie lowered, again aud again ta the water.No suspicions ot my preseuce disturbed hîm, sud soitpurring sounds told how completely le was ut liscase, and unsuspicious af any danger by water or land.Meanwhile, what was the crocodile doing ? That lewas movîng the frequent bubbles showed me, and soon1 could sec that lie was Moving across the mouth ai thecave ; ait its extrexue end hie paused, and after a minuteor sa turued inwards towards thxe recuimbent tiger.Surely lie was sot gaing to attacl suci a tremendousenemy. For a iew yards tic risiug bubbles would moveforwards, tIen, ceuse ta irise, inove forward agaîn, andugain ceuse ; and ecd time that cunnuîg reptile ereptseurer sud ncarer to lis prey. 1 lad becs iolawiug lismavemnts with the k-eencat attention, but now a lawsuspicions growl drew my eyes ta the tireatened tiger.There wus a significant change lu lis pose ; us barredtail commenced ta swecp tic sand, lis short musne wasbrîstliug, bis lead raiscd. evidently le scented ancncmry; but wletler it was tic reptile lu the water orthc mian in thie tree, was sot certain.

Agalu thc bulibles rase. The crocodile lad drawnitearer till bis head lad passmed within a couple ai yardsDof thc tiger. Wly ladl le not seîzed liini? Had letliougît better af it, and slîeered off ? Not lie! For amxoment le îuy stilli; tIen the. surface af tIc water Vasviolentiy brokes, aud tie powcrfiul tati &truck the tigera tremendous blow ou the hcud and shouiders. Witl aroar that shoal thc woods, thc tiger tlrew up its head ;but before lie could lcup back two great gapinig jawswere thrust abave tic water, and clusled togetherwhere the tiger's nase lad becs a moment befare. Thecrocodile had mnisscd lis alim, but bis great teeth closedupon thc tiger's left chcek, sud on the tougl bide ai isneck 'usad hld lin as lu a vice. TIen fallowcd a ter-rible atruggle, tie crocodile trying ta drag the. tigerinto the river, sud the tiger, witi lis claws tîrust deepluto tIc sandy batik, resistiug witb al] lis muigit. Witlall lis welglt, sud witi torward sweeps of Is powerfultail, tIc crocodile drugged ut tic agonised brute, wloseroars af rage sud pain wcre terrible tô heur. My servesquivered sud my rifle shooc lu iy 1usd, thougi, myexperiences with big game lad sot been devoid ai thit-lig moments ; but thc battle wus sa ne-ar sud terrific.TIe unequai struggle lad inavced me, and I tound mny-self eagerly watching ta give aid ; but a sbat ta be ef-fective uiust b. plsuted behiud tihe shoulder, and thatwas under water, 1 could oniy bide mny time sud watcltic tuig-ot-war. Sonuctirnes anc beast, sanetimes theotler, fiagged lu bis efforts. Sîawly, luch by inch, tictiger was drugged froin bis haunches ; tien reaisiug lisdanger, a herculeun effort would throw lin back to lisformer position, Tlen thc crocodile wouid drag andtest sud sweep bis greut tati, sud tic unlucky victim,torn sud znntilated, would growl Is ugony wltl terri-
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