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"Nothtng wiong with hie lunga, drtt
hlm," said Joe angrily to himif, -as
reading became more and more diouit-.
Kext two paire of Omani foot couId bo
hear4dèsoenilg tbe stis. The»s wu
a short whispered consultatloli at thO
bottom, and theiq Loo»a and Mal £d-
pearedhand-in.bsid.

TJiey dld nWb .peak, but stood and'
re#arded hlm with such an expression
of niingled consternation and reproach
upoid their faces that ho soon boen t1ee like a.vivisectionttsen adoe
Herods rolled into one. At length h.
could stand it no longer; so impatiently
throwing the magazine into a corner
he enatched the pan from. the stove and
stumped noiaily upetairs.

The unexpected appearance of hi&
father. caused little- Joe to break off
abruptly in the middle of a vocal effort,
whieh for deadliness of exeoution woiild
ilot have dlsgraced à Tettrasini, and ho
allowed himself to b. propped up with
pillows in a rough and ready fashion
that would have started hlm off again
ah any other time.

"Joe be a good boy and take hie
b'rêâkfast," said bis father firmly, as
ho ta-led ho place a spoonful in the
ehild's mouth.

There waa a yéil, and a amail hand
struck the spoon violently, epilling the
contents over the bcd.

"Drat the kid!" exlaimed Joe angrily.
"Hea-e take tht. you young rases!." But
l:ttle Joe's refusal was even more de-
cided than before.

Ho looked helplessly for explanation
ah the hwo girls who had followed hlm
upetaire, anîd iow stood îvatching cu-
riously froni the pasgage.

"Hot!" said Lena, and the eontempt
in her tones made hlm tedel maîl.
Blow! '

"Daddyb'ow.." echoed the smail figure
fromn thé bed.

So Daddy blew obedienhly, but with
such violence that he scathered the
ispoonful lîpon bis trousers.

The next ahhempt waF% more success-
fui, and lie offered the resuit ho the
young auhocrat with a humblenees of
%vhich lie would neyer have believed
himsecf capable.

1h was swallowed eondescendingly,
b)ut the following oone met with another
Stoiîc-wall refusai.

in1atl thiinder's up now " ex-
laielJoîe losing patience.

"MNfnnnny adwaYs eat soine too," ex-
plained 'Mary artlessly.
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tored the unhappy V"iOti yÔ'Iâg the
sloppy côatents of the pan ilth aver-
sion.

This.wws mat a litti. uiorb than ho
had'bargained for, ald >uat on top of

baco su fred ptatos ie foltthat real-
ly-no, rea1Il', h. o uld -L't.lielooked et
hi& torinontoi, butsw no" oigne of re-
Ientlng there, whfilI enoa and Mary
seemed slmply to await the performance
of a mont trivial everyday act.

The need for immediate action waa
emnphasised by a proliminary tootle
upon littie Jo.'. 'éocal organe; no deli-
cately oelecting a morse! with the. tip
of the spoon ho closed hie o yes, and
foreed it down hie unwilihng guilet.

Little- Joe's face cleared as If by
magie; hoe clapped his tiny bande in de-
light and swallowed the. next spoonful
with hunge enjoyment, beaming cohtent-
edly upon hie sisters, wiio siiled baok.
their affectionate sympathy. But it
was only by taking back alternate
mouthfuls-nothing les would, satisfy
the young tyrant once hie realised ho
held the whip hand, and wbo refused to
be deceived by anything in the sh&pe of
a miscount, and proved that up to gonce
times one in one' hie arithmetie was As
sound as bis parents-that the pan was
finaliy emptied. With a sigh of relief
Jo. went to the window for a ather.
The hot bread and mUn md

prpre profusely, and hie fet a litti.

In view of future posi1e complice.
tions h.e decided that -it inight b. aa
advantage to dispense with an audience
and by a happy inspiration sent the.
two girls off to feed the. chiokens.

"1Now, Joey, my boy," ho satd brisk-
ly a few minuts ater as lie preparçd to
remove that interested ,spectator'a
nightdress.

61 guens e wre about, ail flzed- snd,
remember, son, this here's a nttitfysq
performance, and don't you go for te
think your Thid'a a 'going to make a
duet of it, saine as ho did at break-
fast. Not by a long chaik! "

IlNot-by-a-long---chs.lk l" ho re-
peated thouglîtlwlly, as two of the bat-
tons came off in hie inger.. He threw
themt under the bed.Neverthelese bho
,%vas rather relieved that the bath-tub
was a simail one-for tiiere wae no
knowingi

"H1ere, hold on a minute though?"
«Funny thing to do, anyway!" hesaid to, himseof as hie bared his elbow,

and thrust it into the water. Ile with-
drew it quickly, and looked thoughtfidl3l
at little Joe.

By the time sufficient cold had been
added, the tub was fuL Ro poftrd
nome out, dividing it -pretty equally b.-
tween the pail and the floor , and Sema'.
bedroom slippers. Hastily emptying fi%~
latter, hie threw them after thoe bUt-
tons.

The actual bathing waa a fair succOss,
littie Joe being vastly diverted by the
curious hissing noise which was a 11ve!
addition to the performance; the 0131Y
untoward incident occurring when hi$
father, ini reaching'suddenly forth$.
sponge, placed hie heel iipon the' 50Q,
and sat down rather heavily.

"Daddy, do it again," gurgled littiéJoe dclightedly, as soon as hoe recovered
fromi bis astonishment.

"IDo it againl' hoecommanded.
But Dad efueed quité crosely-te

give an encore, andyaiig ]im-t lm5t'
roughly out of the bath, 'omuuneced te
dry him vigorously.

"'Gee, but he does look'considerable
red," he exclaimcd in dismay. DIC
if 1 ever sec anything quite .so réd
afore. Now I wonder"-

Suddenly bis oye eaughit the word
"Fuller's earth"l upon a fair-siled glas.
jar. He scized upon it with relief, anid
applied the contents liberally until littie
Jo. was floured about as tbickly ù49i
ordinary baking-board.

"cCI uess that oughter cool hlm o60
ome, hoi remarked viewing the rO$Ult

with admiration. "Now for hin cltbes."
Gingerly turning over tbe amalli hSSP

uiponi the end of the bied, hoe dotibttOlfY
fingered cadi article ln tu1rn,- but -- a
altogether at a lose as -to whigh. te
choose for a foundation. *Pinally he
made a selection at random, but the ro-
suit even to his anxateurioeh yes did
not seeem quite a happy ùee. After
three false starts he sat down .to thitik. -
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