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Was It Better ?

By S. Annie Frost.

‘Better in every way!”

i think if Amy Randolph had whis-
pered these four words “to herself
once, she had hity times, as she paced
up and down her narrow ' bedroom,
tiying to solve the hardest problem
her life had offered her.

She was a slender, fair gir] of nine-
teen, with large, dreamy brown eyes
and nut-brown hair. © Her face was
one that would attract little notice
from a passerby; but when you knew
it well, when the large eyes and sensi-
tive mouth had taken every varying
phase of expression, as you touched
the girl’'s poetic mind and tender
heart, the pure loveliness of the coun-
tenance grew upon you till it became
most beautiful.

And to Guy Chester Amy’s face had
become so. He knew how the little
mouth could smile or quiver, how the
large eyes could soften or flash, how
winning and lovely every change be-
came.

And he loved her—not as she loved
him, with every thrill of her heart,
every pulse of her being, but in his
easy-going, vacillating fashion, as the
most perfect little gem of woman-
hood he had ever met.

And he was Guy Chester, heir to
Chester Hill, if ah! that little word
makes or mars so many destinies!—
if he pleased his mother. And she
was Amy Randolph, his third cousin

3

and his mother’s companion. She
had been educated at a boarding-
school, where she taught younger

children in part payment for her own
tuition, and had been offered her
choice, when she graduated. of goin-
to Chester Hill as Mrs. Chester’s
companion, or returning to her
grandparents who barely supported
life upon a miserable little farm- in
Fennsylvania.

And Mrs. Chester, who was a bad-
tempered, exacting woman, had <o
thoroughy cowed and terrified the
timid girl that she seemed %0 her a
pale, uninteresting nonentity, useful
in writing letters, reading aloud and
sewing, but utterly unattractive. She
never saw the exquisite oval of the
voung face, the delicacy of the fea-
tures, the dreamy poetry of the eyes.

“What Guy could find to admire in
that washed-out girl!” she could not
discover. She worshipped her only
son, but she was too innately selfish
to give him his way when it interfered
with ‘her own.

And her own way, at that time, re-
quired Guy to marry a wife whose
money would support his many ex-
travagances, and leave his mother’s
purse full for hers. For they were
extravagant, living in New York all
winter in fashionable circles, and fill-
ing their country seat with visitors
all summer,

And the very wife Guy wanted, in
his- mother’s opinion, was ready to
wed him for his asking. True, she
was loud-voiced and vulgar, inclined
to be fast, with rather a masculine
cast of beauty, a sunflower of a girl,
as Amy was a violet. But her father
had left her a large fortune, and she
had fallen in love with Guy Chester,
making no secret of the fact to his
keen-eyed mother.

That she had disgusted him at the
very outset ‘of his acquaintance with
her by her frankly avowed preference

s attention and society, troubled

I but little. She had been brought
up the belief that money was the
attraction, no, man could resist, and
S id money. If she wore diamond
€ 5 to breakfast, and a velvet
I dress in the country, was not
o alth so proven? And if her

xion was often as red as the

her hair, so decided a brun-
ild bear a high color.
cther she felt herself a prize
matrimonial circle, and Mrs
encouraged her in her de-

1

"hen she had' accepted Mrs
nvitation to spend a month
Hill, in the spring, whef

the house was not full, when Guy had

| remained at home ever since his re-

i
|
|
|
|
|

|

turn from the city, and everything
promised well for the mother's
scheme she was coolly asked to ac
cept Amy Randolph for her daugh-
ter-in-law.

flad she been a judicious as well as
4 loving mother, she would have seen
that Guy, under Amy’s gentle in-
fluence, was developing nobler fraits
of character than he had ever shown
in his life before, that he was think-
ing of higher aims than the posses-
sion of the fastest horses and finest
wines in his set of friends.

But she was blind to all this, and
equally blind to the prospect that
Guy, at home, in quiet domestic hap-
piness with a wife so careless of fin-
ery and gayety as Amy, could never
make the inroads upon her income
that Guy, as the ‘most extravagant
bachelor of his “set.” made annually.
She had set her heart upon Guy's
marriage with Laura Marcy, and she
was furious at the obstacle presented
to her.

But Guy Chester was not the man
to say “please, mamma,” and then
submit without protest if mamma did
not please.

He had never been crossed from
the time he shrieked for tops and
candy, and it was scarcely probable
he would accept the first opposition
after twenty-five years of unchecked
pleasure.

“You can do as you like,” he said,
shrugging  his shoulders, as his
mother threatened to turn Amy out
of doors, “but I shall marry Amy, be
sue of that. As for Laura Marcy, 1
should as soon think of living with a
stable-boy—a great, coarse, blouzy
woman!”

“With half a million dollars!”

“Ten miilion dollars would not
make her a lady!”

“And pray what is supposed to sup-
port you when you marry Amy? Re-
member, my money bought you this
place, though .it bears your father's
name, and my money supports your
extravagances! Your own income
would not keep you in gloves and
neckties.”

“We can live on very little. Amy
does not care for gayety, and I mean
to take up my law studies in good
carnest. I'm going to drop fast horses
and bachelor suppers, mammy, and go
in for legal honors. When I’'m Judge
of the Supreme Court, you can thank
Amy for rousing my ambition, and
making a man of me.”

But Mrs. Chester was not inclined
to thank Amy for anything that
thwarted her own plan.  She could
not resist Guy's caress, or his pet
name of “mammy,” and she was
shrewd enough to see that active op-
position would probably hasten the
catastrophe she dreaded. Guy was

just the man to walk off with Amy to |

church and come back bound for life.
if he saw any prospect of separation.
So the mother smiled and said:

“You headstrong boy! You always
have had your own way, and I sup
pose you always will!”

“That’s a dear mammy,” was the
quick reply. “Tell Amy it’s all right.
111 not interfere- till you settle it all.”’

Then he had walked off whistling,
and Mrs. Chester had sent for Amy.

There was no anger on her *face
when she .bade the shy, gentle girl sit
beside her, only a heavy shadow as if
from terrible grief.

“Amy.” she began, and her tone
had none of its habitual ring of im-
perious’ command, “I. have just had
a long, serious talk with Guy, and
made no impression upon him. So
I have resolved to make an appeal to
your - generosity.”

: Amy’s lips quivered a moment like

1
gvum! SEe1S¢ and

a grieved child’s, but she made no
reply
“You think Guy vealthy,” con-
tinued Mrs. Chester, “because. the es
tate bears | ~ ind I supply his
e t he has I

If he mar-

STANDARD IDEAL FIXTURES ENSURE
PERFECT SANITATION

l In the Bathroom, the Kitchen and Laundry. Standard

Ideal ware is a guarantee against Doctorg’ bills. It is made
after a process which makes the Porcelain enameling practically
a part of the iron.

| discolor.

It will not chip, it will not crack, it will not
[t is always snowy white in appearance. Durability,
beauty  of
the combina-
tions which have placed
STANDARD IDEAL in
front'rank.

purity, and

design are

the

STANDARD IDEAL Laun-
dry Tubs are great labor
Savers.
two-part design and cast
in one piece.

They are on legs,

They are
nicely enameled with por-
celain and have 12-inch
porcelain enameled backs.

SEXND For CATALOGUE

The STANDARD IDEAL COMPANY, Ltd.

PORT HOPE ONTARIO

WINNIPEG OFFICE: 24 Telfer Building.

Some Solid Facts About Washing

cloths and the machine to use.

EVERY WOMAN SHOULD
KNOW ABOUT THE

GEE WHIZ

WASHING MACHINE

WHY ?

Because ninety-nine out of every hun-
dred that try them, find them to exceed
any other washing machine made, and
to save 75 per cent. of the labor Tequired
to wash by hand on the board. They will
posiiively wash clothes clean without the
use of the washboard ; this includes neck-
bands and wristbands of shirts.

A washing can be done on the GER
WHIZ in half the time it takes to do it on
the other machines. It will wash a
handkerchief as well as a bed quilt or a
length of carpet.

The washing is done by the force with
which the hot soap suds are driven
through the clothing. The machine is

TO SEE IT IS TO TRY IT ingeniously constructed to do this and is

TO TRY IT 1S TO BUY IT S0 easy to operate that a child can ruun it.

The clothes are not subject to grinding or rough usage, and are
clean, too, without having to resort to the Wash Board to finish them.

washed lhor()ugly

And to give you double assurance, the GEF

WHIZ is guaranteed
to fulfil these claims.

Insist on your merchant getting a Gee Whiz for you and if he will not write us
giving his name, and-he will be pleased o send you full particulars,

PRICE $12.50

FOR BOOKLET AND FULL INFORMATION WRITE

E. H. Briggs Co., Ltd.
Winnipeg,

Cut this
out andemail
to us,

If you are think-
ing about buying a
washing machine write us
for illustrated booklet. with
full information. If your dealer
can’t supply you with a Gee Whiz,
let us know his name. Address K. H.
I(RI(}(}S & CO.. Dept. "'W. H. M.,
Winnipeg, Man,

Man.
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