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force will keep the American fishermen out of our waters.” But there is a strong reason
for the employmeat of this language. What isit? Why, our fisheries: are all valuable,
while theirs are practically valueless; “and the truth is,”” says Mr. Tuck,” ¢ our fishermen
absolutely must have access to our thousand of miles of shore fisheries.” ‘He states T—

“They (the Americans) want the shore fisheries, they want the nght to erect and maintain
structures on shote to cure codfish as soon as taken, thus saving cost, and making better fish for market;
and believing their wishes to be easy of 'Locompllshment bhey will not consent to t;he endura.nce of
former restuctlons the annoyances and trouble which they have so long felt.” ‘

This is very extraordinary language for any man to use.. The admission is clear,
and also the conclusion which Mr. Tuck draws from it. It is this: they want -our
inshore fisheries free from those restrictions, the effect of which the United States’ fisher-
men have so long felt ; and this is simply a declaration made on the part of American
citizens that a solemn agreement entered into between their country and Great Britain is
an agreement which they do not choose to keep. But of course, such views canuot be
tolerated .in any Court.

Now, let us see what are the views as to the value of our fisheries entertamed by the
persons who live in Boston, the very centre of the fish trade. 1 wili call your attention
for u few moments to the first annual report of the Boston Board of 'Irade, of 1855, and
just aiter the Reciprocity Treaty had come in force. It was presented at the annual
meeting, which was held on the [7th Janaary, 1855. I will only read an extract, but the
whole bool( may go in, if necessary, and be considered as read, if you please Thls is the
same extract which 1 read when 1 cross-examined Mr. Wonson :— ‘

“But in connection with the Reclploclty Treaty, it is to the nnportan('e of the ﬁshenes that’ your
Directors wish at this time particulurly to call your attention; 70 per cent. of the tonnage employed
in the whale, cod, and mackerel ﬁshemes in the Umted St;at‘.es belonos to Massachusetts and Boston
is the business centre. ‘

“ By colonial construction of the Conventmn between the Umted Sta.tes and Great Bntam of 1818
we were excluded from not less than 4,000 wiles of fishing-around.. The valuable mackerel fishery is
sitnate between the shore and a line drawn from the St. Croix River, southeast to Seal Island, and
extending along the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia—about three miles from the coast—around Cape
Breton, outside Prince Edward Island, across the entrance to the Bay of "Chaleur; thence outside the
Island of Anticosti to Mt. Joly on the Labrador coast, where the right of shore fishing commences.
The coasts within these limits following their several indentations are not less than 4000 miles in
extent, and all excellent ﬁshuw-nroumls Sefore the mackerel fishery began to be closely. ‘watched and
protected, our vessels u.(,tually swarmed on the fishing-ground within the spaces enclosed by the line
mentioned. ‘

“ach of these vessels mide two or three full fares in the season, and } some thousmds of
valuable cargoes were landed every yem in the Umted St’ttes, addmfr larvely to our wealtn and
prosperit;

: “AZad contrast has since existed. = From . Gloucester only 156 vessels were sent to the Bay of
St. Lawrence in 1853. Of these not more than one in ten made the second trip, and even:'they did not
get full fares the first trip, but went a second time in the hope of doing better. The principal persons
enm"ecl in the business in Gloucester estimated that the loss in 1853 amounted, to, an average of
1 O()U dollar$ on eath vessel, without counting that incurred from detention, delays und damages, Trom
l)emfr driven out of the harbom and from waste of time by crews. It was agreed by all parties that
if their vessels could have had free access to the fishing- grounds 1‘; formerly, tho dlﬁ'erence to that
district alone would have been at least 400,000 dollars,

“In 1853 there were forty-six vessels belonrrmfr to Berverly, hhlrt;eemof bhem went to the. bay in
1852, but owing to the resm(,mons, their voyages were wholly unsuccessful, and none of them went
in 1853.

“ At Salem only two mackerel llcenses were granted in 1853, ‘and at Marblehead only su:. C

“ At Newburyport there are ninety fishing vessels seventy of these went to the hay for mackerel
in 1853, but almost all of them, it is' said, made Tuinous voyages. At Boston onlya dozen - licencés
were "ranned for this fishery in 1853, and very few. of the 100 vessels. belonging to the towns of Dennis
and Harwwh, on Cape Cod—two-thirds of which are enfmgedm the mackerel fishery—went to the
bay for mackerel last year, because ol the ill-success attending the operations of the year- previous.
One of their vessels of 100 tons burden, manned by sixteen men, was s1x weeks in the bay in 1803
and returned with only one barrel of mackerel. :

““Unless 'some change had taken place beneficial to the mterests of our ha,rdy ﬁshermen the
northern fisheries would have been wholly rained, and in all probability ] have entirely ceased, except on
a very limited scale on our own -shores.  The 150 000 tons of shipping employed “iri- thoss fisheries
“would have been obliged to seek’ employment elsewhere, and the product of the fisheries themselves,
amounting to 3,000, 000 or 4,000,000 dollars annually, would have been lost to.us. ;The:present Treaty
~opens to us again all these valuable. fisheries, and our thanks are due to the, d15tmo'mshed statesmen-
who  have laboured i in bringing it to a successful - termination ;. and -your Dnectors are most happy.-to .
make mention of the services ‘of Isracl D, Audlews, Esq—d rrentlemau whom we hope to thave;the -
. pleasute of moehmg to-day—who hus worked most assxduously for .the last four years in’ collecting -
and furnishing ‘in his valuable reports ‘almost all ‘the " information possessed ‘on the: subJect and :
vnthont whose exertions, it is hardly too much to say, the Treaty never would have been made e




