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tliese distant regions, it becanie necessary to take part in the
incidents colillected witli the fine ilistirrectioliary illovellient silice
1837- The history of this %var, if it can really bc so, styled, iieud iiot
bc told lierc. The dénouement was not long delayed. 'I'lie Metis

%vere cruslied. Tileir leader %vas arrested, tried on a chirge of Iiigli
treason, and found guilty. Louis Riel piid the penalty of ]lis
offence on the scaffold ; but his death wis the begiiiiiiiig of a serics
of grave troubles througliotit the country, and nowliere more flian
in the Province of Quebec.

The Iiistory of the inovenient, known as the " national
illoveillent, cali bc %vritten %vlien its principal leaders sliall ]lave
been judged before the tribunal of posterity, more impartial

and less under the influence of passion than ourselves. We are too
ilear the events to bc able to appreciate thein. Even iiow, it
wotild bc rash to lmard an opinion whicli wotild bc liotly discussed

and wilicli woulri infallibly bc condeiiiiied as itiflticiiced by pol ti a
prejudices.

But we will bc periiiitted to say that it was a litirric.li:e, or, if
the Nvord is preferred, a kind of cycloile. The whirlwind of dust

whicli accompanied it, darkened everytliiil-. Carried off their feet
by the violence of the tenipest, miny men ticitlier could nor knew
liow, tintil later, to steady tlieniselves and regain tlieir footing. The
Ross Cabinet liad resoltitely decided upon a policy of lion iiiterveil-
tion, a position -%vliieli to, ine seenis to, linve bcen a logicil mie, silice

its responsibility did in no wise extend to occurrences happening a
thousand lengues away froin Quebec. Iýut it was iiierely raising the

storiii. At the tiiiie of the elections of iSS6, the tempest wis still
raging, thougli its violence liad lesseiied soinewliat. Mr. Taillon

was one of its Victinis. He fell at the liands of his colistituelits of
Moiltreal East, wlio thitlierto liad never failed to acclaiui liiiii. It

was difficult to appreciate the geiieral result of the election ; so niany
men of iiew sliades enierged froin the electoral testing machine, tliat
the judgment of the Legislattire liad to be waited for. The day

preceding the opeiiiii- of the Session, Mr. Ross resigned Iiis portfolio,
and Mr. 'raillon, wlio liad been elected in Montcaliii, fornied a

ministry, whicli was sliortlived, silice its nienibers resigned, two days
later, on janliary 27tl', 1887, following an unfavourable vote in the


