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BAD ROADS AGAIN.

A gentleman signing himself an un-
fortup:te Mildenan tax payer, has
written to the Winnipeg Free Fress
- ophant of the abonunable cundi-
t'on «! the country roads in the viciu-
ity of Winmpeg.  “Unfortunate Tax.
paxer’ thinks that it is a mistake
to spricl money trying to secuce set.
tiers for the vacant lands around the
ety winle the roads are m such a
dreadiutl condition.  The Commercial
has frequently referrcd to this same
matter of bad roads, and we still le-
lieve that it isor should be nbonc th2
most kmpourtant question for the con.
skderation of the residents in the Red
viver mun.cipalities.  Though the old.
est papicipalities in Manitoba are
tocate-t in the vicinlty of Winnipeg,
there i~ not yet a singie mil: of pass-
aly gomd roud in the vieinity of the
aity w agy of these municipalities.
one punleipaiity is at vhe present
tune  spending  money foolisirly in
bomusing w tittie flour mih, while the
roads, whicit ate of vastly more im.
portance, are left in the same condi.
tion that they were twenby-five years
yeurs ago.  Good roads lcading into
the city through theso municipalities,
woie* a0 more to advance the value
af f1rm tipds tributary thereto than
any other Improvement which we can
tlunk f  The loss to the residents
on avecunt of bad roads must be a
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very serious master —greater even
than many of the & Ifcrers themselves
woukl be prepared to admit of. Be.
cause rome of these people have been
used te thisx kind of shing all their
life, however, does not make the Joss
any the less real.

WINNIPEG STREET
LIGHATING.

Since the passing of a by-law au.
thorizing the city to invest $60,000
in the establishment of an electric
lighting plant, the electric lighting
company has made a very much more
favorable offer for the lighting of the
streets than the city has ever receiv-
ed before.
favorabie to the city ownership of
franchiser of this nature, the present
cffer seems to Le go favorable that its
accoptauce would probably Le Lett-r
for the city under the present oircuw-
stances than to go ahead with the
new plant. It is questionable if the
oty would be able to do the iighting
uny tower than the offer of the com-
pany. Besides this, the time for ths
cstablishing of the civic plant 18 lim.
fted. It would of course be a mis.
take to gwe the company a lony con-
tract, but 1t would probably be to the
advantuge of tbe city to make o
thort contract with the company
under tne existing circumstances.

WOODEN BLOCK PAVE-
MENT.

The Winnipeg eity councit has decid.
ed to put aown more block pavement
this year. The wortltlessness of alozk
paving having been so thoroughly es-
tablished, {t scems stramge that the
city keeps on using  this material,
Winnipeg 18 away bebind the times in
this matter. Iastern cities were be-
gimmmg to abandon the use of biock
pavement about the time we began to
use it here.  Bestdes Lemg a very poor
paving material, this woouden block
paveinent makes about as uugamtary
a street as it is possible to secure.

COLLECTING DEBTS.

Mr. Kennedy’s bill introdueed in the
Manitoba legislature, to  provide a
more efficient way for the coliection
of small debts, My or may not be o
very grest hwprovement on the pres-
ent method, but he at lecast deserves
credit for good intentions. Anything
whizh wi] tend to slmp.ily the iaw and
do away with legal quibbics and tech-
nicajities, deserves support. The ex-
pense attending the enforced collec-
tion of debts, or the straightening out
of disputed traasactions, scems to be
often enormously greater than it
should be. and the result of a sult at
Jaw is often umsatisfactory, even to
the person who is supposed to have
won the case.

If The Commercial wore to venture
an opinion in this respect, we would
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say that we would prefer to see re-
form come In the direction of arblitra-
tion, rather than to heap up more laws
of which we alieady have too wmuch.
We may not be ready for It yet, but
the day will, no doubt come, when
arbitration will take the pluce of law
in the settlement of many diffleulties
and  disputes. ‘The establishment of
courty, of arbitration for dealing with
disputed ag well as undisputed trauns-
actions should be a feasible matter.

DANGERS OF THE STREET.

The running down of & mere haby
on 2 Winnipeg street crossing, In
broad day light, by an electric car,
should attract attention to the neces-
sity for greator public control over
the street ratlway. It seems difficult
to find an excuse which will com-
pletely exomerate the company and
its servants from blame in this mat-
ter. ‘The occurrence happened on a
back street, where the street traffic
is limited. If street cars can be sup-
plied with fenders, which largely re-
duce the rigk in case of accidents of
this nature, as it is claimed they can
be, 1t 19 little short of criminal that
the cars in Winnipeg have been al-
lowed to go for years without this
protection The speeld attained by the
electric cars in Winnipeg is {requent-
ly excessive. This must be appareant
to any observer. Tho rate of speed
frequently attained should not be
permitted. The William streot line,
where the accident referred to vecur-
red, is particularly conspicuous for
the speed at which the cars often
run. It is greatly to be regrettel
that an inquest was not held m ths
case. In fact there seems to be some-
thing very slack about the manner in
which accidents of this nature are
passel over in Winmpeg. It is high
time the public made a demand for n
searching investigation of such occur-
Tences.

Some people imagine that pedes-
trians have the right of way on the
street. In Winaipeg at  Jeast this
right is completely ignorad. Street
cars, wheeled rigs of various deserip-
t.on and bicyles dash along the
strevts and over the crossings, ut-
terly reguardless of the rights of ped-
estrians. If any notice is puid of
those who travel on fout, it is to
jangle & bell as & warning to them
w geb out of the road. The hicycle
bell has become an intolerable nuis-
ance in this way in Winnipeg. Aost
bicycle riders here seem to think that
they bave the right of way, and in
this idea they are encouraged by an
absurd civic by-law. In nlue cases
out of ten it is easier for the bicycle
rider to dodge a poedestrian, tbaa it
iy for the latter to make way for the
bicycle. This continual jangling of
bicycle bells as & command to pedes~
tz:(;ms to make way should bhe st
ped. .



