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THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY REQORD.

Jtably bring along with it. IT we quietly and-

passively submit to the perpetration of & gréat na-
tional_outrage against the Lord of the Sabbath,
need we wonder il He visit vis with national judg-
ments. Neli, xiii,

It is not within the walls of the Post Oilice
only that-we-have to fear or mourn over Sabbath
desecration, On.our great thoroughfares, public
conveyances are openly tolernted. And we re-
gret to say, that our Subbath quiet is disturbed by
the landing of Steam-hoats at our wharves —
There has not hitherte been a regular Sabbath
truffic kept vp on the Lake by our Steamers.—
Quly the bonts which had wailed on Saturday
came into port, There is reason to fear thata
greater latitude is now to be taken. A boat with
the mail, sails to, and returns from Hamilton to
Toronto, on the Lord's day. We trust that this
arrangement will not be persisted in, and earnestly
hope, that the Post Office-law will provide for
the transmission of mails, without doing violence
to the consciences of Steam-boat proprietors, or
pereons engaged in their service ; and witha regard
to the Divine authority, so clearly and emphati-
cally announced in the Word of God, in regard
to Sabbath sanctification.

How many, by the continuance of such a prac-
tice, may thus be prevented from frequenting the
House of God? How many attracted away from
it? How many invited to travel for pleasure, or
to attend the landing or departing of boats for
amusement or curiosity? How many, by the
arrival or sailing of a single hoat, may be- quite
unfitted for the duties of the Day of God, or pre-
vented from resting upon it  according to the
commandment 1 We find the following appro-
priate remark, in an American paper: “ All these
thousands® who may be tempted to violate the
Sahbath, * have immortal souls, and instead of
preparing to launch upon the vast ocean  they
must sail so soon. are provoking God-to plunge
them hopeleasly beneath its waves.”

Where is the necessity of making such infinite
sacrifioes? Can’t the Steamboats afford to lie by
on the Sabbath? What do the owners gain by
appropriating to themselves the day in which Ged
has said * thou shalt not do any work?” Isit
not time o try the experiment of obeying the
Fourth Commandment, and to see if God will
not prosper them more than he now doesin the
violation of it? Is it any hurdship that men
doing business- on the waters as well 2as on the
land, should be required to * remember the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy?” Is there not time
enough in ‘six days for all.the neceseary labours
of the week? God did not overlook the physical
wants of mankind when He instituted the Sab-
bath, and forbade any work to be done. ,

_ Since the foregoing wasin iypc we have re.
ceived a communication on the same subject.—
The writer lJaments that s little attention has
been directed 1o the subject of Sabbath Obeer-
vance, and states that the principal evil doce not
exist in the Post Office depsitment, as sil the
country Post Offices may be closed on the Sab-
bath, there being no instructions to keep them
open, snd in -towns they are only open for a few
hours. The evil chiefly exists in the public tnf-
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fic on our waters, sailing of vemels and opening
of canals. # Our boatmen and lockmeén on the
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Cornwall-canal, are in a worse position than the

slaves of the United States, who have their Sabe

-Laths; but our canal-men have neither their

nights nor their Sabbaths to themselvea. In
Lower Canada the Canals are closed except for
the mail boats.

We are happy to announce that the friends of
the Sabbath in Toronto are moving, and will, we
trust, ere long, take a position worthy of the
capital. We again repeat that we need not new
legisintion s0 much as the faithful administration
of the exiating laws, by magistrates who have the
moral_courage to be honest toward God and their
country, and true to their own consciences a..d
their official obligntions,

We call attention to the communication of the
Convener of tlie Synod’s Conimittee on Sabbath
abservance,

————r——
VISITATION.,

Thisisa depaﬂmcnt.;f pastoral duty of much !

importance. It is necessary in order to rightly
dividing the word of truth that a minister be sc-
quainted with the people among whom he labours,
that he may give to each,according to his circune
stances and wants, lie portion of meat in due
geason. The private faithiul dealing of a_minister
with those wiom his weck-day visits may bring
him in contact with, will.do much to determine
them to attend the public Sabbath services. Op-
portunities are offered to those who may be enqui-
ring what they shall-do to be saved, to unbosomn
themselves to their Spiritual instructor, and to re-
ceive his counsel. There are many who would

-avail themselves of an opportunity so offered,

whose diffidence would prevent them from going
to the minister. The familiar unrestrained inter-
course between pastor and people givesthe former
a more intimaie-and correct knowiedge of the
latter, than could by any other means bhe obtained.
Words of enconragement, conrolation, admonition
or reproof as the case may require, can then be

fitly spoken ; aind some at least, of thé wavering,

be confirmed, nnd the mere casual hearers influ-
enced to seck the Communion of the Church.

More than 100 years ago Dr. Doddridge sub-
m’ to his dissenting brethiren a scheme of pas-
toral Visitation, and which was adopted by them
as calculated to revive religion.

« That it iz proper that prstoral viciting should
be more solemnly attended to; and that greater
care should be taken in personal inspeetion than
has genemlly been used; and, that it may con-
duce to this good end, that each minister should
take an exact survey of his flock, and note down
the names of the heads of families, the children,
the servants, and othersingle persons in his audi-
tory, in order to heep proper memorandums con-
ceming each ; that he may judge the better of the
pariiculars of his duty with regard 1o every onc,
and may oheerve how his visits, exhortations, and
admonitions, correspond to their respective cha-
racters and circumsiances.

“ ¢ That consequent on this gurvey it will be pro-
per, a8 soon as possible, and henceforward at east
onge a-year, to visdit, if it be practicable, every
head of a family under our ministerial care, with

-2 solemn charge to sttend to the business of reli-

gion in their-hearts and houses, watching over
their domestics in the fear of the Lord,—we, at

, the same time, professing our realiness to give
. them all proper-assstance fur thie purpose’
In a sermon on revivale preached by Dr. Cand-
,lish in 1840, after stating that the word-of life
should be held forth by mimsters to their fellow-
mnen, plainly, clearly, inteligently; fanbiully ;
powerfully, asuthoritatively ; affectionately and
persuasively.  ‘The Rev. Dr. gors on 1o say,—
“ The same principles may be apglied to-the
more private minwtrationa of the pa<tor; and
while they very cloarly show the importanee nnd
necessity of guchy private inlercomse between pag-
. tor and people, they go far to determine alen of
what character it should 4o, I indeed we denl
, with a weapon, so admimhiy and exquisitely fied
to the varnous elements of foice and of feeling,
, men's-nature, then elearly the more closely we
have access to that nature and to it« workings in
| particular minds, the betier may be our hope of
success,  If by our instruimentality the word of
Gud which we handle is to have its free and-full
course, we must assist in bringing it to bear, not
on men cengregated in masses merely, but on
fumilies apart xud-on individualy apart.  Hevge
in all cases in-which the word is running swalily
and working powerfully, there will be an encreng.
ed earnestness in secking for euch private nnd
confidential ministrations on the people’s side, and
cucreased alacrity and debight jo ganting them
jon the side of the pastor:  And not merely in
cold and formnal visiitions, but i mectings and
conmunings of two or three, where recerve 1= Iaid
aside and hearts are laid bare, there wall be open-
ings for the most precise and pointr  apphcations
of Divine truth—opportunitice of » aking a word
in geagon. Would that there were more of this
franknesa and friendship in the fallowship of the
saints generally, and especially in the fellowship
of pastom and peoplen—in the going in-and out of
the lord's servant amoug the families to whom
he preaches the word, and the appheation of one
und another in the-e familiea to h:wm, ench laying
open his own aceret easc, that he might prescrilie
to ®ach his-own suitable cure.  Thuz would we
know, better how the work of God i= going un,
P and how it fares with yoursonla: And thus by our
betier knowledge and Uetter understard ng of ore
another, by the freer commaunicazion of your wanis
to us, and the better adaptation of our ministry to
you, we should be mutoiily-stimalated and revi-
ved, and the word of 1the Lo:d would have fieer
course ; and in the deepening of many an mpres-
sion, which is now suffered to fade awav; in the
fullowing out of many a-convichion which i< now
apt to be soon forpottens in the right direction
| mven to many an impulse and awakening, which
men know not how to unprove ; 1u the confirming
of many a purpore of those almost privunded to
be Christians; in the completion of many a eon-
version half begun 3 in the driving home of many
a shaft, which clse must soon fall powerless anay,
and 1} aring in to the wonnded spirit of many
a hea|ME cordial which it may be apt, when most
W needs it, 1 1efuse 5 in these varicus waye of re-
viving, aw akening, roothing, sanciifying, the word
i wf God, having fieer vourse, would he more rig-
i nally and eflectualiy glorified

————— ettt
THE APPROACHING SYNOD.

On this subject we have received another letter
from our indefatigable correspondent« M.” Owr
limits and our readers 100, forhid our pullishing
very long communications. As in the case of the
former pnper, we shall endeavour 10 give the
anthor'e leading ideas in few words. The topics
10 which he now calls the attention of Synod, sre
stated as follown:—

1. Dispensation of the Lord's Supper in vacent
congregations.—As there are important settle-
ments in which this ordinanee has not heen atall,
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