‘s

SATURDAY EVENING MAGAZINE,

or become unsophisticated, and go buck to the itmocent efi-
joyments of your childhood while gazing on the crimson
sided apples. I like, too, Hungerford Market ; it gives one
the idea of a Dutch picture.  FPeople wear mere hargaluing
faces; fruit and flowers have their price, but fish were sent
into the world, at least into the market, to be cheapened,—
Every body beats down the price of a fresh pair of soles, or

- & fine turbot. By the by, Kensington Gardensare just now
singularly beautiful ; I do not mean the walk par distine-
‘ tiom; Tor I am writing of the picturesque, not the sociul
--pleasures of London :—no, go among the okl trees, whose
* depths of shade are as little knows: as the depths of the
. Black Forest. The fine old branches will close over your
" head, the caw of the reoks is heard in melaucholy hut musi-
eal monotony, while their flight ever and anon disturbs the

' quiet leaver, and lets in fantastic streaks of sunshine on the
“soft grasa.  From afar off éomes tlie perpetual and deep
“voice of the huge city,—~—that human ocean, whose waves
know not rest.  After wandering through many a shadowy
walk—all, darkly green, for there no flowéts —you acrive at
the square old palace,—associate with William ant Mary ;
formal, staid, suiting the town poition of & period when the
* tangles of Newra's hait" weére powdered, and “the silver
*footed Thictisses™ wore high héelid slippéré. During this
time the sun has been setting ; the fine old trees stand still
solemu in the criusoit air; the Park is empty; the
suioke has rolled away, and rests, like a thiunder storni, over
' the distant buildings. A clear and softened atmosphere is

MELL.

A hopeless gulph of ruin and dismay,

Where rage and darkness never pass away ;

In which lost spirits writhe God’s curse bencath,
Bound with the chains of everlasting death,

‘DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF CANTON.

Theliterary institutions of China, are the pillars that give
stability to the government.  Her military forces are utter-
ly inadequate to hold together the numerous and extensive
provinces and territories that constitute the wide dominions
of the reigning dynasty,  With great difiiculty the ‘Lartar
troops overrun the country—conquering province after pro-
vince, and gradually extending their authority aver the ter-
ritories on the west oft China Proper.  But for a long pe-
riod both the discipline and the energies of the Chinese sol-
diery have been onthe wane: and at this moment the imperial
hosts present nothing formidablebut their numerical ainount ;
—the recent iusurrcetions at Leen-chow and Formosa have
affurded the most complete evid of this imbecility. And
not only in this part of the empire, but along the whole
coast up to the great wall on the north, and eten beyond
that in Mantchou Lurtary, both the lund and naval forces
have become so cxceedingly encrvated and dissolute, that
they exercise no salutary influence or control, except it may
be over a few who are equally debased with themselves,
As poli in the capacity of licters, thief-takers, and

* immediately dbove ydu ; ‘2 fuw liglit ¢louds are flustied with
lights of fugitivé red; & deep purple hue is upon the Ser-
peuitine, along which are floating, still as shadows, siowy as

‘spirits, two or three white swins. They aloiie share with

syou the silence a1id the solitudé to Ye found even in London.

BY THOS. CAMBRIA JONES,
THE EARTH.

A valley broad, that's shaded
. By storm, and mist, and night,
‘Whose flowers soon ate fuded
By some untimely blight
‘Where youthful hearts are'aching
_ With pains of frame or miid,
‘Where olden nien are shaking,
Like winter leaves in wind ;
“Till, having messured 6ut their days
In folly, shame or pride,
-An epitaph doth speak thei: praise,—
Their desths,—to whomn allied.
TUE CRAVE.

Rest hath made her dwelling here,
“Thougt the living call it drear,
Beauty, youth, and wisdom, meet
-In this meek and low retreat.
Generations without end

Here in silent ashes blend;

As the sands upon the shorc,
-Here they lie for ever morc,
‘Waiting the life giving call

‘/That shall break -Death’s sullen thrall.

-TEAVEN,
Whers fiesh and blood hath never been ;

And the tighteous knesl round their Father's throne;
‘Singing the songs of praise and bliss.
*O for a flight to a sphere like this!

-emin proud and envied distinction.
4 is the brightcst glory to which this people

executioners, they are not less detested than feaved by the
common people. ‘They are in fact, for all purposes of de-
fence, little bettor than deud men; nay, were they stricken
from the catalogue of the living, we can scarcely doube that
the stability of the empire would remain unimpaired,

Many there are who'look with astonishmerit at the mag-

“hitude of this cmpire, and beliéve it strong and immoveable

as the cverlasting hills.  But an exaniiration of its history
and present organization, would show them that it has been
frequently rent and broken by rebel chieftains and ambitious
statesmen and  haughty kings; and that its present great-
ness is chiefly attributable to its peccliar literary institu-
tions. ‘Chese, though they are the glory and strength of
the nation, are, for mere purposes of government, ainazing-
ly deficient; and itistheir relativé rather than their intrinsic
value, that renders them worthy of special notice.  Wealth
and patronage have great influence heve; they often contrel
the acts of the government, stay the course of justice, cover

‘the guilty, and confer honours and emoluments on those

who deserve them not. But as 3 -general vule, learning,
while it is an indispensable prercquisite for all those who
aspire to places of trust and authority in state, is sure to
command respect, influence, and distinétion. Thus, with-
out the dreadful alternative of overthrowing the powers that
be, a way is opening to the ambitious youth, by which he
may reach the highest station in the empite, the tlifone on-
ly excepted.  Usually the most distinguished statesmen arc
those who have risen to eminznce by intcllectual cfforts, and

'] they arcat once the philosophers, the téachiers, the rulersof

the land. These distinctions they canuot niaintain, how-
ever, without yielding implicit obediencé o the will of the

'} monarch, which is most absolute and uncontrolied. Let

them honor and obey the power that is over them, and they
stand—dependant indeed on the one hand, but on the other
High rank in the state
aspire : and with
them learning derives its chiefest value from the simple fact
that-it brings them within the reach of that dazsling prize.
Strict inations, regulated by a fized code of laws,
hive been instituted-and designed solely to elicit fromthe
body of the community the “true talent” of the people, with
the ultcrior intention of applying it to purposes of govern-
ment. At thex examinations, which ave open to all cxcapt



