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THE OUTGROWN LIMITATIONS
OF UNIONISM.

Along the lines upon which it has so
far developed, unionism has its limita-
tion, and it is this: it is only remedial
and not a cure for industrial wrongs. If
organization in all departments of labor
was so_perfect that no employer dared
dispute the demands of his employee ;
if wages all along the line were leveled
up to such a standard of justice that no
employer received more than current
rates of interest on his investment and
fair remuneration for superintendence,
the ideal work of unionism would be
accomplished. Any further advance in
wages, if general, would only increase
the cost of production and Jiving 1n that
ratio, and an advance that was not gen-
eral, would, under the circumstances
suppored work injustice to the trades
not in advance of wages.

Such a perfect state of organization
could not be maintained without a
yearly expense of millions of money,
and an incalculable degree of intellec-
tual eneigy in educational work, but if
maintained it could not touch the moss
obnoxious of therobberies which wealth
and power now do, and then could in-
flict upon.producers. Greal manufac-
turers could then combine as now, to
~ limit their production in order to ea.
hance the price of their products ; carry-
ing companies and other monopolies
could and would put the advance in
wages upon the public in the form ol
increased charges, they could still buy
legislatnres and landlords, could still
speculate in land, and ther, as now, by
keepiug the price to the limit which the
most able dare undertake to pay, force
the great majority of working people
to live as tenants and still entail upon
us the evils of an irrespon:ible, home-
less population, without local ties to
encourage and strengtien character.
The remedy for such evils as these must
be legislative.

Unionism hss won a thousand
glorious victories, and will win more:
Its rallying ¢ry gathers under one
banner th= noblest hea:ted « f thos - who
toil ; it lifus up the weak, :uppor s tue
strong, rights the wrongel and flhiugs a
grand defiance to the ur just aud power-
ful, but without political barmony and
actions it can cure nothing.

Its most formidable weapon, a strike
is two-edged, and almost equally as
destructive to friends as to foes. It is
a species of war, and like all war, is
unphilosophiec and inealculably costly,
and as a strike is like war, so unionism
is like maintaining a standing army in
time of peace. These things are true
and Jike all truths can be evaded only
on penalty of disaster.

There is many a hero in the ranks of
unionism who has grown old in loving
and devoted service in its cause, who
is beginning to realize, that final victory
can not be won without incorporating
the idea of a politicel purpose ; that it
is not enough to be heroic, but that it
is equally necessary to be philosophic
and that unionism will not be that un-
til it declares war upon the the system
of law which has developed the con-
dition which makes its existencé neces-
sary.

By the counsel of many of the most
able and disinterested of their leaders
some of the most powerful and intelli-
gent of our organizations have hereto-
fore avoided the" discussion of ques-
tions of a political nature; but for a
few years past parly ties have been
rapidly weakening, under a growing
conviction that if laboring men would
make a back, either party would ride
it. In addition to this, and in spite
of any effort to limit its scope, union-
ism has been a great educational force,
and a sun never rises that does not
witness an advance in knowledge of
economic questions along the whole
army of the workers,

Evolutionary movement is ordinarily
slow, but after years of imperceptibly
growth the century plant blooms in a
night, or failing that, falls away into

decay. Is it not time for a similar
development in unionism %

Political action will come sooner or
later, nuor dream of industrial emamei-
pation will fade into thin air, and

when it does come it will move in the»
direction of the nationalization of those

soutces of wealth from which are
drawn those immense fortunes which
are used in corrupting legislatures,
judges and public morale. It is much
easier to say this and to understand
that it carries with it the destruction -at
the polls of such crimes as class Jeis-
lation, monopoly of the carrying irade,
landlordism, usury and piofit off the
toil of anotber, than it is to define the
exact method, but the exact method is
the problem for which the conscience
of the nineteenth century demands a
solution under penalty cf wage elavery
for the masses, and laboring men who
have set their ideal of manhood high,
must address themselves to its sojution
Against such a line of legislation it
is urged with great force that it would
vastly increase governmental power
and functions ; but power in a govern-
ment by the people is dangerous only
when it is unchecked. When the
people again feel that it is theit gov-
ernment, the apathy which sdmits rob-
bery will pass away. No one can
donbi this who coutrasts the honest ad-
ministration given in the aftairs of our
great international union with the cor-
ruption of the public admiristiation.
But if this were not true, under favor-
able econditions, a public cons-ience
would again develop, for the mass of
men are now dishonest because of un-
just icdustrial conditions ; but, again,
if this should fail; may we not as well
trnst ourselves with the government
under fair conditions, as to continue to
trust, under present laws, in the men
who have so long despoilgd us 1—S8. W
Harmon m Machine Wood Worker

TH]{ rARSf)N AND THE LA-
/,/ . BORER.
/The Rev. Arnold D. Taylor(G.S.M.)
rector of a parish in South Devonshire,

has a short but outspoken article on

**Hodge and his Parson ” in the Nine-

teen Century for March. Ip Devon,
the average-wages are less than ten
shillings per week, employment being
very uncertain, especially in winter,
For a married man witha family of
five or six children, the amount avail-
able per head per meal (no allowance
being made for beer or tobaceo) is three
farthings! While the rector does not
agree with Mrs. Batson’s summary
statement that “ Ouf laborer hates his
employer, he hates his squive, but
above all he hates his parson ”—he ad-
mits that * there is a great feeling of
dishike for the parson in some country
places,” and he states some of the
causes.

¢In a great number, I should say in
the vast majoriiy of country parishes,
the squire, the parson, and the large
farmers lorm & ‘ring’ ‘which controls
all parochial affairs, so that no outsider
has a chance even. of knowing what
goes on, much le:s of exerting any real
mfluence on the manigemens of those
affairs. This ‘ring’ pract:cally is the
vestry. Who ever heard of laborers
coming to the vestry meetings and ex
pressing their view of affairs ¢ Jf they
did come, what would be the good }
Who would listen to t iem? And the
parson is ex officio chairman of the
vestry. He is the leader, in Hodge’s
eye, of this exclusive ring, and pe-
haps Hodge thinks he is mainly respon-
sible for its existence. Hodge may be
upjust in this. But who can wonder
ay his suspicions, when he never sees
the parson. insisting on having the
laborers’ side heard, or arranging the
vestry meetings so that they can attend,
The sooner the vestry is replaced by a
council of ‘some kiad, in which Hodge
shall fidd himself on an equality in
voling power with any other inhabitant
of the village, and the chairman of
which shall not be the parson, unless

he is freely elected to that post, ths
better for everyone.”

“Again, who is generally the leader
of the Primrose Leagye in a' parish, or
at least one of its most active agents |
The parson, or more often, perhape, his
wife. Hodge knows what the Primrose
League is, very well, and its oljects,
He knows it exists to keep him inhig
s ate of bondage, if it were jossible so
10 do. Is it mot pl:étty ceitain that
every gift from one who is an active
member of that League, cr who 1sin
open sympathy with it, is” suspected ?
H .w can Hodge feel, and would Le not
be a hypocrite if he expressed any grati-
tude for such gifts.”

“ Then, again, dces not Hcdge re-
member thetute made in schools and
coufirmation class of the Church Cate-
chism? Is not that generally used to
enforce on him that it is his duty to re-
main in the po.ition in which he was
born, and to look to and obey the par-
son and the tquire, and everyone in the
place who is better off thsn him:e'f?
Yes, he remembers well enough. T be-
lieve that that teachmg is a g¥oss per-
version of the words of the Citechism.
The men who drew up the Catechisu
meant ‘shall,’ and pot ¢ has,” when they
wrote ¢ that state cf life into which it
shall please God to call me:’ they
‘betters’ when they wrote
“betters,’ and not ‘ tho:e who are better
off than myseif’ But whether I am
righi or wrong about this; Hodge knows
and remembers the use which is made
of this ¢ further instruction’ which the
Church declaies to be Lecessary for her
full membership.

% The trath is that all that the par-
son does is tainted in Hodge’s nostrils.
Hodge sees in all that is done for him

meant

only sops to keep him quiet, and if pos--

sible con‘ented, where, and as, he is:
He thinks that parsons are very “deep
customers ” who hide under an appear-
ance of sheepish—no, not sheepish, but
lamb-like—innccence and charity a
determination at all costs to keep things
as they are, to oppose all reform, and
especially to oppose all effurts on the
part of Hodge himself to obtain a voice
in the management of parish affairs, a
share in the land of his own country,
or in its increasing prosperity. Hodge
wants more independenca.”

“ Complaints are made that none
but the old and feeble remain in our
villages. Why is this? It 18 because
town life is more interesting and pro-
gressive. Supply the elements of in-
terest and progress to villages and they
will not 4hen be emptied. Bagehot
has pointed out how in the past ®
progressive freedom has grown only
with public discussion. This element
must be given to village life, or rather,
as our furthe:st ancestors on English

8ol would say, must-be given back to it.

In how many villages, even a8 things
now stand, are the elections of church-
warden or overseer or parish’ repre-

sentative in the diocesan conference

carried out in the evening, when wark-
ing men can attend ¢ What
these men ncel is not charity, but
ju-t ca; not tidy f otpaths and gabled
roufs, but manhood ; and manhood can
only come to us by having a mau’s
work to do. And a freeman’s true
educative work is not ta cheer hie
:quire’s name at a barvest HBme, even
though he be a gooad squire, s0 much as
to learn independence through a share
in the responsibilities of Governmen'.”
—From *“A Social Policy for Church-
mein” in the Economic Review.

GIVE US BREAD.

¢ Give ue bread or give us blood !”
“Let us work for we are starving ! Our
little ones cry with hunger !” Give us
living wages for honest toil I” Thous-
ands of frehzied, gaunt rioters in Ber-
Jin are raising these first two piteous
cries to heaven, among the palatial
homes where plenty is so lavish that it
runs over and becomes waste ; even
against the doors of the emperor's pal-

ace the hungry 1rob surged with all the
desperation of ‘dabafr nearer home,
in Indianapolis, the wires tell the story{
of more tmlers,.goaded to savagory by
‘the gain-all-and-grind down policy of
wealthy c_orpo'rations, threatening blood
shed because their demand for an hon-
est day’s pay for au honest day’s work
is denied. All over the world, in city,
town and mining hamlet are other men
toiling away, perhaps still, but norsing'
wrongs in their hearts that need but
the slightest touch to spring into a

sweep the world with a bitter vengeful
recompense for long years of endur
ance. And w..o is to blame? Wahile
corporations make from 1,000 to 10,000
per cent. on ‘the capital invested, aud
grudge the man to whose musele and
brains these profits are largely due, the
wages to keep a comfortable roof over
his head, while a favored few waste

amusemrnt, and at their very doors
La_zu'us, worn out with hard work,
crueity and starvation, dies, vainly fal-
tering his awful woe to thin{ anhear
ing ears, so long will mobs and riots
prevail ;
rest on a seething vulcano, ready to
spread ruin and dessolation at any mo-
ment. This is a crisis in the world’s
affairs when the huadred-millionaire
must change his heart and his ways.
The cry of little children for bread, the
tear of the homeless wanderer, the sul-
len look of utter discouragement in the
eye of the toil-worn laborer, all cry to

heaven for relief. And it will surely
come, for never to such scenes, as are
being enacted in various parts of the

civilized world to-day, is the eye of

flame of devouring wrath that shall |,

thousands wantonly for a few hour’s|

8o long will the soeial fabric |
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