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_ BRINGING IN THE SHEAVES.

The Mighty Sickles for the Beeping of

The . Gospel Harvest—Preschlng, Song |'the hitions, . it

s(mz and _l'rpyer Mighty w";ln
Sa‘vlnz' Brandq from 'ﬂ;o? B\u-nlng

' Washington; D.C,, Feb. '23.—"“Bring-
ing in the Sheaves,”

Joel '3, '13: “Put'‘ye in-the slekle, "for
the harvest is ripc,” was the subject
% 1:3% Dr. Talmage's sermon' to-day.
He P ety Wadhe

wp 6Word Has besp poetlzed, and
> _World has celebrated the sword
of Bollivar, the svcra of Cortes, ‘ana
the sword of Larajette. The pen Las
. been properly eulogized, and the world
has celebrated the pen of Addison, the
pen of Southey, and the pen of irving.
The painter’s pencil has been hwuoted
and the world has celebrated the pen-
cil of Murillo, the pencil of Rubens,
and the pencil of Biersiadt. The
sculptor’s chisel has come in for high
encomium, end the world hasg cele-
brated Chantrey’s chisel," and -~ Craw-
ford’s chisel, and Greenough’s chisel.
But there is one instrument about
wirich I sing the first canto that was
ever sung—the Sickle,, the sickle of
the Bible, the sickle that has reaped
the harvest of many centuries. Sharp,
and bent into a semi-circle, and glit-
tering, this reaping hooX, no longen
than your arm, has furnished the

bread for thousands of years. Ite suc-#

cess has produced the wealth of na-
tions. It has had more to do with the
world’s progress than sword, and pen,
and pencil, and chisel, all put to-
gether. Christ puts the sickle into ex-
quisite sermonic simile, and you see
that instrument flash all up and down
the Apocalypse, as St. Join swings it,
while through Joel in my text God
commands the people, as through his
servants, now he commands them :
“Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest
is ripe.” ™

Last November there was great re-
Joicing all over the land. With trum-
pet and. cornet and organ and thou-
mand-voiced psalm we praised the Lord
Por the temporal harvests. We prais-
ed God for the wheat, the rye, the
oats, the cotton, the rice, all the fruits
of the orchard, and all the grains of
the field; and the nation never does a
better thing than when in the autumn
it gathers to festivity, rand thanks
God for the greatness of the harvest.
But I come to-day to speak to you of
richer harvests, even the spiritual.
How shall we estimate the value of &
man? We say he is worth so many dol-
lars, or he has acaleved such and such
B posi:zn; but we know very well
there ate some men at the top of the
ladder who ought to be at the bottom,
and some at the bottom who ought
to be at the top, and the only way
to estimate a man is by his soul. ' We
2ll know that we shall’live forever.
Death cannot kill us. Other crafts may
be drawn into the whirlpool or shiver-
ed on the rocks, but this life within us
Will weather all storms, and drop no
anchor, and ten million years after
death will shake out signals on the
high seas of eternity.
mendicant offt your doérstep, and say
he is only a beggar; but he is worth
all the gold of the mountains, worth
all the pearls of the sea, worth the
-solid earth, worth sun and; moon and
Btars, worth-the entire materiel uni-
verse. Take all the paper that ever
came from the paper mills, and put it
side by side, and sheet by sheet, and
let men with fleetest pens make fizures
on that paper fer 16,000 years, and
they will only have begun to express
the value of the soul. Suppose I own:
ed Colorado, and Nevada, and Austra.
lia, of_how much value wcuvld théy be
to me one moment after I departed
this life ? How much of Fhiladelphia
does Stephen Girard own to-day? How
much of Boston property does Abbott
Lawrence own to-d2y ? The man who
to-day hath a dollar in his pocket hath
more worldly estate than the mil-
lionaire who died last year. How do
you suppose I feel, standing here sur-
rounded by a mtltitude of souls, each
one worth more than the materiai uni-
verse ? Oh, was I not right in eaying
this epiritual harvest is richer than
the temporal harvest ? I must tighten
the girdle, I must sharpen the sickle,
I must be careful how I swing the in-
strument for gathering the grain, lest:
one stalk be lost. One of the most
powertul sickles for reaping this spiri-
tual harvest is the preaching of the
Gospel.  If the sickle haye a rosewood
handle, and it is adormed with preci-
ous stones, and yet it cannot bring

«down:the grain, it is not much of a-

sickle, and préacking amounts to noth-
ing unless it harvests souls for God:
Shall we preach philosophy ? The
Ralph Waldo Emersons could beat us
all at that. Shall we preach science ?
The Agassizes could beat us at that,
The minigter of Jesus Christ, with
weakest arm_ going forth in earnest
sprayer, and wielding this sickle of the
Gospel, shall find the harvest ail
around him walting for the angel
sheaf-binders. Oh, this harvest of
soulg ! I notice in the fields that the
.- farmer did not stand upright when he
. Eathered the grain. I noticed he had
to stoop to his work, and I noticéd in
order to bind the sheaves the better
he had to put his knee upon them.
And as we go forth in this work for
God we cannot stand upright in our
rhetoric, and our metaphysics, and
our erudition. We. have to &toop to
our work. Ay, we have to put our
knee to it, or we will never gather
sheaves for the Lord’s garner. Peter
swung that sickle on the day of Penti-
cost, and three thousand sheavés cams
' in. Richard Baxter swung that sickle
~at Kidderminster, and MocCheyne at
& Dundee, and vast multitudes” came
{nito ‘the kingdom. of our God.

Oh, this is a mighty Gospel! It cap--|

tured ‘not only John the' lamb, but
Paul the lion. Men may gnash their
teeth at it, and clinch their fists, but
it 48 the power of God and the wis~
dom of God unto salvation. But, alas+
it it is only preached in puylpits and
. on Sabbath days! We must go forth
into our stores, our shops, our bank-
ing-houges, our _factories, "and the
gtreets, and everywhere preach Christ.
We stand in our pulpits for two hours
on the Sabbath, and commend Christ
to the people; but there are 168 hours
in the week, and what are the two

hours on the Sabbath against the 1667°

Oh, there comes down the ordination
.of C.od this day upon all the peopl
S oaven w' . to'} aeith lLead, [ and hand,

You put the |
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founded ‘upon

{
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'long rigmarole of “ohs,” ‘and

a oot

L“ pon all toilers, and.God says 1o

‘as he s#ys to mé ¥ 1'Go, teach all
tions. - He that belleveth and is baptiz-
€d shall be::saved, -and he that be
lieveth not shall be damned.” Mighty
‘Gospel;, ‘let the whole earth hcar it!
The story ef :Christ -is to regenerate,
i is 'to eradicate all
wrong, it s to turn the carih into a
{ paradise.
i 'Lord’s  Supper; and he wanted the.
‘chief attention
‘' Chrigt.

In to eriticize “*he picture, they ad-.
mired the chalices more thayn they dids
the face, and' the old ariist saic :
plcture iIs a'failuie ! and he dashed:

U'gut the pictufe of the cups, and said:
“I' shall have nothing to detract from:

‘the face of the Lord; Christ is the

.all of this 'pi\:tqre.” ;
Awnother powerful sickle for the reap-

ing of this harvest is Christian song.

work is: delegated to “a few people.
standing in the organ-loft: " But, my
friends, &g Other cannot ' repent for
-us, and others cannot die for us, we
cannot delegate 'to others the work of
singing for us. While a few drilled
artists shall take the chants, and eXe-
cute the more skillful music, when the.
hymn 1s given out let thére be hun:
dreds and thousands of voices uniting
in the aoclamation. On the way to
grandeurs that never cease, and glories
that never le, let us sing. At the bat-
tle of Liutzen, a general came o the
king and said : “Those soldiers are
singing as they are going into bat-
tle. Shall I stop them ?” “No,” said
the king, “men that ean sing like that
can fight.” Oh; the power of Christian
song! Wheén I argue here you may
argue back. The argument you make
agalnet religion may be more skilful
than the argumenc I make in behali
of 'religion. But who can stand before
the pathos of some uplifted song like
that which we sometimes sing :

Show pity, Lord, O, forgive!

; Let a repenting rebel live !

Are not thy mercies large and free?
May not a siuner trust in thee ?

Another mighty sickle for the reap-
ing of the Gospel harvest is prayer.
What does God do with-gur prayers ?
Does he g0 on the battlements of hea-
ven and throw them otf ? No. What
do you do with gifts given you oy
those who love yoa very much ? You
keep them with great sacredness. And
do you suppose Jod will take our
preyers, offered 4n the sincerity and
love of our hearts, and scatter them
to the winds ?.Oh, no ! He will answer
them all in some way. Oh, what a
mighty thing prayer is! It is not a

‘ “ahs,”
and ‘“for ever and ever, Amens.” - It
is a breathing of the heart of God. Ob,
what & mighty thing prayer is ! Elijah
with it reached up to the clouds and
shoik down showers. ' With it John
Knox shook Scotland. With it Martin
Luther shook the earth. And when
Philip Melancthon lay sick onto death
as many supposed, Martin Lauther
came in and ;said, “Philip, we can’t
spare you!” “Oh,” said he, ‘“Martin,
you must let we go; I am -tired of
rersecution and vired of life. I want
to . go to be with my God.” ‘‘No,” said
Martin Luther, ‘“‘you shall not go; you
must take this food and then I will
pray for you.” “No, Martin,”  said
Melancthon, “you must let me go.”
‘Martin Luther sald: ‘‘You take this
feod, or I will excommunicate you.”
-He took the food and Martin Luther
knelt down and prayed as only he
couid pray, and -convalescence came
and Martin Lauther went back and said
to his friends : “Cod has saved. the life
of Philip Melancthon in direct answer
.10 my prayer.” Oh, “the power of
prayer ! Have you tested it ?

Dr. Prime of New York, in his beau-
tirul book entitled, “Around the
‘World,” described a mausoleum in
India which it took 20,000 men twenty-
two years to build—that and the build-
ing surrounding—and he says : “Stand-
ing in that mausoleum, and uttering a
word, it is echoed back from a height
cf 150 feet; not an ordinary echo, but
a prolonged muric, as though there
\were angels hovering in the air.” And
every word of earnest prayer we utter
has an echo, not from _the marble
cupola of an earthly mausoleum, but
from the heart of God, and from the
wings of angels, as they hover, crying:
“Behold, he prays!” Oh, test it ! Mighty
gickle for reaping this Gospel harvest,
the sickle of preyer ! ; \

It does not make so much difference
about the posture yow take, whether
you sit, stand or Xneel, or lie on your
face, or in your physical agonies lie on
your back. It does ngt make any dif-
ference about the paysical posture, as
was shown in a Hhospital, when tlio
chaplain said, ag he looked over th:
beds of suffering: “Let’ all those
wounded rmen xere who would like to
be prayed for lift the hand !” Sowne
lifted two hands; others lifted ope
hand; some with hands amputated
could only-1lift the stump of the arm.
One man, both lis arms amputated,
‘could give no. s:gnal except to say,
“Me ! me !” Oh, it does not make any
difference about the rhetoric of your
prayers; it does not make any differ-
| énce about the posture, it does not
make any difference whether you ‘can
1ift ‘a hand or have no hand to lifi.
God is ready to hear you.: Prayer is
answered. God is walting to respond.

“Lift up ‘your eyes upon the fields,
for they are white already to harvest.”
Bow many have you reaped for God ?
Du you ask me how many I have reap-
ed for God ? I cannot say. Now, cap
vou say how many you have reaped ?
I hope there are some who have been
brought into the kingdom . of God
through your ianstrumentality, Have
there mnot been ? . Not.one ? .You, a
man thirty-five, forty, fifty years of
age, and not one ? I see souls coming
up to glory. Here is a Sunday school
teacher bringing 'ten or fiiteen souls.
Fare is a tract distributor. bringing in
forty or fifty sowls. Here is & man.
you have never heard ofiwho has been
very useful in bringing souls fo. God.
He. comes with one hundred and fifty
souls. They are the sheaves of hisg
harvest. How many have'you brought?
‘Not one—can ‘it be ? What will  God
say ? What will-the angels say ? Bet-
ter crouch down ih some corner of
heaven and never show yourself. 'OH,
that harvest is ‘to be ‘1eaped now!
And that is this instant ! Why not be
reaped for God this hour ?

“Qh,” says some man, “I have been
going on the wrong road for. thirty,
forty, or fifty years; I have gonhe
through the whole catalogue of crime,
and must first' get myself fixed up.”
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%00 ordination comes upon |
Il ‘merchants,  upon all mechanics, |

Am old artist painted the,
directed to -the face of .
.. When he. invited«®"F i nqg |

‘“This. |

I know in many ‘churches the whole i

h, you will néver get 'you
up until Christ takes you in. charge.
-Ypu get worse and worse, until He

/ you see, 1
s. 'If theére is-a man here who
«feels he is all right in heart and life,
I am not talking to him; for he is
probably a hyprocite. I will'talk to
. iim some other time. But if there 1S
-a.man who feels himself all wrong, to
-him I address myself, Though'you ke
wounded in-the hands, and wWounded
in the feet, and wounded in the head,
“and wounded in the heart, and though
| the' gangrene of eternal death be upon
¥ou, one drop of the elixir of divine
“1ife will cure your soul. ‘Though you
‘ be soaked in evil indulgences, though
your feet have gone in unclean plaecs;
though you have companioned  with
thgabandoned and the lost, one touch
.of Hivine grace will save, your soul

I do not say that you will not have
struggles after that. Oh, no! _But
they will be a different kind of.strug-
“gle. You go into that battle, and all
hell is against you, and you are alone,
and you fight and you fight, weaker
and weaker and weaker, until at Jast
you fall, and Ythe powers of darkness
trample on your 8oul. But in the other
case you go ifito the battle, and you
fight stronger and stronger and strong-
er, until the evil propensity goes down,
and you get the victory through our
Lord Jesug Christ. Oh, come out of
_Your sins ! Have you not been bruised
with sin long enough ? Have you not
. carried that load long enough ? Have
you mnot fought that battle long
enough ?

I rattle the gates of your sepulchre
to-day.
Gospel and blow the long, loud blast.
Roland went into battle. Charle-
magne’s army had been driven’ back
by the three armies of the Saracens,
and Roland, in almost despair, took
up the trumpet and blew three blasts
in one of the mountain passes, and
under the power of those three blasts
the Saracens recoiled and fled in ter-
ror. But history says that when he
had blown the third blast Roland’s
traumpet broke. g

I take this trumpet of the Gospel
and blow the first blast : ‘“‘Whosoever
will,” I blow tke gecond blast: “Seek
ve the Lord while he may be found.”
I blow the third blast: “Now is the
accepted time.” But the trumpet does
not break. It was handed down by
_our-forefathers to us, and we will
hand it down to our children, that
after we are dead they may blow the
trumpet, telling the world .that we
have a pardoning God, a loving God,
a sympathetic God, and that more t¢
Him than the throne on which He sits
is the joy of seeing a prodigal put his

house.

A Little Household.

Perhaps the most complete and sat-
isfactory nursery that could be imag-
ined is that which a Pittsburg phy-
sician has provided for his children,
By its appointments it is possible t¢
carry on housekeeping in all its de
tails in miniature. In one cormer Ooi
the room there is a well-equippes
kitchen with everything that a wes
cook could wish for, not in.the shapt

The 'children can and often do pre.
pare meals.to which they invite theij
‘parents. *They have everything tha
can be found in » house reproduced it
miniature. for t.ha)t playroom.

Bound io Get There,

Two Irishmen went out skating nol
long since, and one took a bottle of
whiskey with him as a sort of “heari
warmer.” Wher they decided to “hii
:the bottle” they found the cork was
very tight and impossible to get oul
without a corkscrew.

“Can’t yez get it out, Moike ?”’ said
Pat, after a few minutes of hard work
by Pat with the cerks /

‘“Yis, begob,” said Mike. “I'll git i
out, shure, if Oi have to push it in.”—
Princeton Tiger.

Eduvated Cooks.

Mrs. Upton—My dear, one servant it
not enough in the kitchen now. Wi
must have two.

Mr. Upton—Good“lands! © We Rhave

cooking school.
Mrs. Upton—Yes,
matter. They are all assisting at the
cocking, and Bridget says -she mus!
have additional help to clean up- the
muss,—Somerville Journal.

A Pattern of Cleanliness.

Frau A—Frau Neumann is an ex
tremely tidy sort of person, don’t yotu
think?

Frau B—I should think ghe was! The¢
other day a burglar got into her house
and ‘the first thing she did was' to ask
the man if he had wiped his feet on th:
mat!—Unsere Gesellchaft,

Money ir Clothes.

‘I hardly know whether to marry hei
‘or not,”” said the Count. ‘“Her fathei
is in the clothing trade.”

“There is meney. in clothes,” said th
Duke.

‘““There isn't any y: mine,” said th
Count.—F'rolic. ;

The Difficulty/

“I say every man has a right to hi
own opinions.”’’.

“Of course; but the trouble is he &
always trying to force other men inti
partnership with him.”"—Chicago Re
ecord. f

A miou.
“Mrs. Rash is dreadfully saving, isn’
she?” :
*  “Frightfully s9; why, she even get

a black eye.”—Chicago Record.

Weriter vs. Header.

Miss Rhoda Broughton’s first nove
was written without parental knowl
‘edge,. and when a copy ‘of the bool
reached the rectory Mrs, . Broughto:
would not allow her daughter to rea:
it.

George kliot’s Grave,

The grave of George Eliot ig said t
exhibit signs of neéglect, the only Tiving
thing to be seen on it beihg a spray o
jvy that has crept__from the tomb o
George Henry Lewes,

The Fammily Nevawverry iBed.
Strawberry beds for  ‘the
ghould be foad: as early af'riar
‘from new hecs ¢4l be oblu
pare for EHCTY NG +

familb

finger on the latch’ of his father’s:

that’s what’s th |

mad if her husband gives another ma’

fomes, to the }Wm . “Not the righte-
ous; sinners, Jesus came to call;” So
take the very worst case

1

I take the trumpet of the l
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Text O,f,”(.‘ﬁl" Lesson, I‘“f‘ 'xl,v‘l-;:ll-

Memory’ Verses, 9-10-Golden Text

Luke nﬁﬁ-—qbn:amentnry on the Lesson |

1. *Lord, teach .us to pray.” Thus.
spake one of His disciples to Him as
‘He wad praying in a eertain plage. He.
was miuch given: to prayer, much in
communion with heaven and in His lifé
on earth-always pleasing the Father,
Luke regords five instances of His prayy
ing which do not seem to be recorded

by the other evangelists (chapters iii,

21;v, 16; vi, 12, 12; ix, 29, and here). It
should be a greal comfort to us that,:
though. we know not what we rhould
pray for as we ought, the Spirit Him-
self maketh intercession for us with
groanings “wvhich cannot be uttered, and
He maketh intercession according to
Ged (Rom: wvii, 26, 27).

2. “When ye pray say, Our Father
which art in heaven,” This seems to
have been on another occasion than
that referred to in Math. vi, 9, a repe-
tition and indorsement of this beauti-
ful summary and sample of all prayer.
Only Christians can truly use it, for
none but, the rcdeemed can truly say
“Our Father.” Compare John viil, 44,
with 4, 12. Inasmuch as the carnal

ind is enmity against God; none but

e redeemed can honor'His name, and

nly such will desire His kingdom to
ome and His will to be done on earth
as in heaven.

3. “Give us day by day our daily
dread.”  The whole teaching of Scrip-
ture is that . have to live but one
day at a time and not to allow to-mor-
row’s cares to intrude upon today. “As
hy days thy strength.” ‘“That which
hey have need of, day by day without
ail.” ““A daily rate for every day, all

e days of his life.”” “Take, therefore,
no thought of the morrow, for the mor-
row shall take thought for the things
of itself.” (Delt. xxxiii, 25; Ezra vi,
9; IT Kigs xxv, 30; Math. vi, 34).
+ 4. “And forgive us our sins.”
confess our sins. He {is faithful and
Just to forglve us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness

]
It we ; :
’ { unfair to regard the individual parts of

(I. John 1,9). It is understood, however,
that confession includes, on our part,

who have injured us (Math, vi, 14, 15;
Mark xi, 26). As to temptation, God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither

.tempteth He any man (Jas. i, 13, 14), -

and yet it is written “God did tempt
Abraham” (Gen. xxii, 1) but Heb, xi,
17, says that Abraham when he was
tried, offered up Isaac, God tries His
people for their good (Deut. viii, 16;
I Cor. x; 13), but never tempts them
to do wrong.

‘5. “Which of you shall have a

friend?? “Abraham is the only .
: ,,”Qn ‘A; h
friend of G

¢ ture by name
WM. XX, ﬂw
8; James fi, 23), but Jesus said
disciples ‘“Henceforth I call you not
gervants, but I have called you friends,
iﬁlt whatsoeve~ ve shall ask of the
Yather in My e He miy give it
you” (John xv, 1 . 16). And this ifi con-
nection with fruit to the glory of God.
6. “I have nothing to set before him.*
‘What a condition of emptiness and
helplessness, but just such is our con-
dition apart from the Lord Jesu®

S 4 akt.. Christ, no tter how hard we m
of toys, but practical utensils that eat’ ¢ % g . { -l

be used:as ordinary kitchen warg-
& When the

toll. His own words are “severed from
me ye can do pothing’l (John %v; b).
les had toiled all night

" and Jesus ‘in ‘the morning, from the

shore said, “Have ye any meat?” they
had to answer, No (John xxi, 4, 5).

7. “My children are with me in bed.
T cannot rise and give thee.” Children
come closer than friends, and while it
is good to be a servant of God, better
to be a friend, it is best of all to be &
child of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
'A’ father will keep nothing good from
his children, and as to all our needs
Jesus has said, “your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these
things” (Math. vi, 32).

8. “Because of his importunity, he
will rise and give him as many as he "’
needeth.”” There is somewhat of the
sameé teaching in chapter xviii, 1-8

. What do we know of the heart that
i says, “I will not let thee go except

{
i

| thou bless me” (Gen. xxxii, 26).

Do we
understand anything of prayers and
supplications with strong crying and
tears? (Heb. v, D

9/ “Ask, r-ek, knock.” One has said,

! “Ask with the humility of a beggar,

three daughters, and only yesterday !:

paid a big bill fo- their tuition ' in t‘ found on “ask’ in John xiv, 13, 14; xv,

4

seek carefully as a faithful servant,
knock confidently as a friend.” - Some
helpful words on each of these will be

7; Mark xi, 24; ‘‘seek,” Prov. ii, 4; viil,
17; R. V.; Jer. xxix, 13; “knock,” Col.
ii, 3; John vi, 37; Rev. 1ii, 20. We are
apt to think of asking or seeking some-
thing for ourselves, but Jesus never
sought anything for Himself (John v1,

i 88; viil, 50); alyays and only for God.

10. “For every one that asketh re-
ceiveth.” . The limitations are given
elsewhere as “That Ged may be glori-
fled,” “According to His will,” “In the
name of Jesus” (John xiv, 13, 14; I,
John v, 14). Could we but live solely
and wholly to hallow His name, to
hasten His kingdom, without a thought
for ourselves, we would.then know the
meaning and power of the words “Seek
ye first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things
shall be adde@ unto you.” When we
live uprightly unto Him, we may ask
what we will for His glory and receive
it, and be perfectly sure that He will
see well to all that concerns us with-
out our asking anything (Math, vi, 33;
Ps. Ixxxiy, 11). {

11, 12. #¥If a son shall ask bread of
any of you that is a father.” No par-
ent would ever give a stone for bread,
or a serpent for a fish, or a scorpion
for an egg, or anything to harm hig
child instead of something good. If a
man will gratify his friend at the cost
of ‘hig children’s comfort, how much
more will he give what is good and
needful to his children. The thought
running all through the lesson seems
to be that of “Our Father” and His
children. QOthers may have to ask and
geek and knock, but & child is at home
in its father’s house and counts all that
the father has as its own (chapter xv,
31). )

13. “If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your children,
how muech more. shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them
that ask Him?’ This confirms what I
said. on the last verse, that the whole
topic is one of our relationship to-God
as our Father by faith in Christ Jesusg
and the privileges of that relationship
which should insure to us the most abw -
golute rest of soul and freedom from
all care of self because “He careth.
The only way to this freedom from self
care-and & whole heart for His \
dom is ‘to be filled with His Spljl;’t'i
which by comparing this verse with
Math. vii, 11, you will see to be the sum
and substance of all good things. It
filled with the Spirit (Eph. v,.18), the |
life will be right, thoughts, words and |
actions all subject to Him, self sut- |
dued,-the whole beirg for God, “hrfet
magnitied In ou~ balicg » 7 g r~ L -
af the rejzn of (h 4

{
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A SCHEME OF i
- IMPERIAL DEFENCE.

One Queen, One Flag, One
Fleet.
11 ~THE FLEET

(From the Tondon Daily ‘Gravhic.)

Sir—It has been suggested that the
best motto' for that Greater British

union, which alone can make the em--

pire strong and permanent, is: “One

.Queen we greet; One Flag, One Fleet.”

I express no opinion on the wording,
but the sentiments therein embodied
certainly seem to exactly cover all
that requires to be covered by a
watchword of imperial unity through-
out a world-wide inheritance such as
ours. - Uniformity of tariff, of laws, of
religion, of colnage, and of methods of
civil administration is not essential,
and may eyen be positively undesir-
able in some instances. The other
thins are, however, necessary.

TIIE POLICE FORCE OF THE EM-
- PIRE.

Concerning the necessity for a com-
mon head and for a common ‘emblem
nothing need be said. The popular
mind may be a little less clear as to the

-necessity for a common fleet; but re-

flection should show that this also is
a sine qua mnon, if this, our empire, is
to .stand. The -empire depends upon
its ability to hold the seas against all
comers; for the sead are our highways,
our trade routes, our ‘military roads,
npy, even the paths leading to the
houses of - our relatives. @The navy,
therefore ,is the police force of the
empire. It ensures the security of our
homes, and the free and safe circula-
tion of passengers and traffic. The
navy, indeed, does for the whole of the
empire very much  what the  citv

| police does for the micro-empire of the

lord mayor of London; and it is not

the empire as holding towards the
whole a position analogous with that
held by individual, citizens ' towards

! the government of the metropolis.
the forgiveness from the heart, of all | = s

Now, would either efficiency or econ-
omy be served if in London there were
no police common to the whole city,
and  if, instead, every citizen who
might feel inclined to do so kept his
own private constable? What would
be the locus standi of a private con-
stable attachéd to a bank in Lombard
street if, when walking in Ludgate
Hill,. he saw the traffic obstructed
there? /What would be the value of a
scratech body of 'private constables
%’ ? summoned from a hundred dif-
fet business houses in order to re<
press a formidable general riot? who;
moreover, would have power to com-
pel their preséfice; to enforce equal
discipline ,and %o ensaps ‘action for
common ends? So, re ng the im-
portance of the highé#t attainable
efficiency in the police s¥stem of an
immensely rich and busy commercial
community, the municipality @ takes
care' to have only one police force, as
well as one lord mayor and one coat
of arms. But this does not prejudice
the right of g citizen, provided that he
pays his police rate, to employ a pri-

vate watchman for the special protec- .
¢ g e speclal i’ perial defence~T ‘am, sir, your obed-
-ient servant,

tion of his own treasures. Medanwhile,
just as the city policeman’s duty may

take him to any part of the city, so

the navy’s duty may take it to any
part of the empire.

of some mere unit.
a certain number of efficient police in
the ‘city and of efficlent warships in

the empire, and they all are wanted ,
for the common service of their respec-

tive fields of action.
COLONIAL OFFICERS.

‘And so, for the sake of mobility, '

concentration of force in any desired
quarter, and community of action,
there must be one fleet. But that fleet
should not be, as it is at present, man-
ned and officer almost exclusively
from the population' of the United
Kingdom. The Navy League, no mat-
ter what may be thought of some of
its performances, is doing a good work
by forming branches in the colonies,
and so inducing our brothers over-sea
to take a keener interest than hereto-
fore in} the  things which, above all
others, concern their material prosper-
ity. Already the time seems to have
come for the government to wa._ter
where the league has planted. At pre-
sent, almost the only recognition
vouchsafed by the admiralty to the
colonies' is the offer annually of four
naval cadetships to the sons of gentle-
men in the colonies on the recommen-
dation of the secretary of state. And
even this is scarcely a recoghition that
the colonies are part of .the embpirs,
for the regulation seems to imply that
the sons of the colonies cannot enter
the navy under the rules which
regulate the admission of the
sons of ‘the United Kingdom.
Yet a ‘distinction—an honorable one—
there might be. Every officer and man
hailing from one of the colonies might
be allowed to wear, as part of his uni-
form, an appropriate badge, as, for
example, the beaver or the maple-leaf
for Canada, the golden fleece for New
South Wales, the swan for Western
Australia, and so on; and it should be
understood that applications from col-
onial officers and men for appoint-
ments to ships . employed upon their
own home stations would always be
favorably received, and even wel-
comed, by the admiralty. This prin-
ciple ‘'was recognized in the old times,
and was frequently productive of tho
greatest benefits to the emnixe.
Captain John Rouse, a colonial Am-
erican, was employed almost ‘exclusiv-
ely on the American station from the
time of his commission as comman-
der to the time of his death in 1760,
and in comsequence he was able to
render special services. The same may

be said of Captain John Perkins, a'

Jamatlcan, who served nearly the
wihole of his career in the West Indies,

I might cite many other examples
mng the rest Captain Joshua Loring,
who belonged +to a colonial family,
which has since given a number of
distinguished officers both to the
British and to i1he United States ra-
vies. .

COLONIAL TRAINING SHIPS.

| THE 'WEEKLY SUN Leads Them AlL ! “‘But these are relatively trivial mat-

.jters. The most important desideratus.

18 the early establishment of sea-gojng
colonial training ships--vessels, I mean,
which ‘shall do ‘on the coasts of the

J:.colonies exdetly the same kind of work

as has of late been done on our own
coasts by the Northampton, save that
the boys recruited by them shall re-
ceive the whole instead of merely part
of their prelimineary training in them
and shall be draughted thence direct.
ly to regular service in men-of-ywar
Three or four such vessels would sur.
L fice for the needs of the whole of the
empire ,and we have no lack of craft
suitable for the purpose. The ships or
the Canada and Caroline classes, since
they are rigged, would do admirabiy
while if ilarger vessels be desirable

 there are the Boadicea, the Raleigh,

the Active, the Volage, the Calliope
and the Calypso. If we pursued this
plan we might.in time see a large part
of the Australian’' squadron eomposed
of vessels chiefly officered and manneg
by Australians; seven or eight hund-
red Canadians and Newfoundlanders
in the North American squadron, and
s0 on.
LOCAL DEFENCE.

And just as it is open to, and even
prudent of, the rich city merchant te
have his own private watchman, so
would it be open to, and prudent of,
every colony to have, apart from its
share in our fleet, a home-keeping
naval militia, organized to some ex-
tent on the lines of the new naval
state militias of the United States. The
officers and petty officers 'of such mil-
itias might be drawn from the retired
ranks of the mnavy—preference being
of course given .by each colony to its
own children. The duties of the force
would be confined to coast and har-
bor defences, the manping and work-
ing of coast batteries, tne mining of
ochannels and estuaries, and the utili-
zation of non-seagoing torpedo boats
belonging to the colony. Such defen-
slve arrangements are wise, wherever
there are rtich commercial ports, for
raids are always possible in war time;
but the great defence of all, for the
whole empire, is the one fleet, and if
the one fleet be numerous and efficient
and well manned' and handled, raids
will be few, their results will be in-
significant and the general security
will be little interfered with,while with
a fleet insufficient no coast defenses
that can be devised will avert ruin.
A COLONIAL LORD OF THE AD-

MIRALTY.

In connection with these reforms a
new office should be created at the
admiralty—that of colonial lord. The
post should be filled by a joint nom-
inee of tke various colonial govern-
ments, as represented by their agents-
general in London, and it should be
understood that each of the great col-
onfes in return would be expected to
Supply the officer, and that no mat-
ter his colony of origin, the colonial
lord of the admiralty for the ' time
being, advised by the agents-general,
would look after the interests of all
the colonies without distinction. He
should also be an ex-officio member
of the joint naval and military ocom-
mittee on defence. The length to which
this letter ‘has already runm induces
me to postpoae consideration of the
financial ‘4spects of ‘the reform. I
8hall deal with ‘them, however, after
I have dwelt, in my next communica-

It is not desirable '
that any policeman, or any squadron
or ship that is capable of helping for- '
ward the general weal, should be per- '
manently tied down to' the protection
There can be only

. 14, 16th,
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“SPLENDID ISOLATION.”

When Baby wassick,  agave her Castoria,
‘When she was a Child, ske cried for Castoria,
When she became Miss, she clung to Castoria,
When she had Children, she gave them Castori« .

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK.

The recent series of conventions and
other Sunday school meetings in Carle-
ton and Victoria counties held@ by the
field secretary marked, in mest in-
stances, an advance in conditions. One
or two were partial failures through
lack of announcement, but others
were extraordinary in attendance, de-
vout and oractical work. Normal
classes, house to house visitation ana
home department have tagen root in
some instances. But the organizing of
‘Woodstock is the crown of the whole.
It was the only unorganized part »f
the county, and outlying workers ac-
knowledged their weakness from this.
A’ recent preliminary meeting of pas-
tors and laymen decided to invite all
Sunday schoel workers to meet and
discuss this. They met in the F. C.
B. church on the afternoon and even-
ing of Wednesday, Feb. 26th. Jas.
Watts of the Sentinel was called to
the chair. The field secretary was
asked to explain the What, How and
Why of such organization. There was
a free and thorough discussion, in
which the pastors and superintendents
joined. The vote on being taken was
unanimous for organization, which
was effected. A nominating eommitt~.
was chesen. The évening session opau-
ed at 7.30, Rev. Mr. Denton leading
devotions. Mr. Watts, again in the
chair, stated the results of the after-
noon meeting. Rev. Dr. Chapman gave
an excellent address on The Imbort-
ance of Bible Study. He was ‘ollow-
ed by Rev. C. T. Phillips on How tv
Induce Bible Study. He was -a sub-
stitute for Rev. Mr. Whiteside, who is
sick. His address was short and to
the point. Rav. Mr. McDPonald- spohe
on How to Improve Our Sundav
Schools. His earnest sentences toil
well, and he pleaded for effective wo'k
by the organization: ' ‘Mr. Lucas was
asked for an address on Organized
Sunday School Work. As the hour
was late, he only gleaned a few of the
points for their practice. The com-
mittee reported: and the _following
were elected: 'C. N. Scott, president:
Geo. Flif¢ming, vice-vres.; T. A. Lind-
say, se¢.-reas.; Messrs, Denison, Con-
nolly,” Parsons and C. L. Smith addi-
tional members of executive. The
pastors are members ex-officio thereof.
The forward movemernt ef the St. John
asgsociation was frequently mentione.l.
This in Woodstock will also furnish
another go6d example and be an im-
portant step towards the ovrovincial
convention in this town next Oct! 3,
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