He suggested
House might
luto it. It was

t he had not seen

t had the matter
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tion of the Premier to-
ranted to know where
is was a peculiar posi-
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ed? Not the member
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Houston, MecInnes, Hall,
Dickie, Mounce,

E. C. Smith, Haw-
Garden, Fulton,
Mc¢Bride, Semlin,
Kidd, Paterson,

(litford,
Hunter,
—Ntables,

(;it‘furnl
W, sen,
Taylor,
unsmuir.
ce did not think the gov-
be allowed to pass the
circumstances.
said he would accept it
t of confidence in the govern-
shall feel it my duty to ask
vernor to come down at 2 o’clock
w and dissolve the House.”
McBride: “I move that the
when it adjourns stand adjourned
, o'clock to-mworrow.”
Martin opposed to. this
of the member , for Dewdney.
was really announcing confidence
member for Dewdney.
Prentice agreed with Mr. Me-
that if the government could not
the House it had no right to sup-
The member for Vancouver would
was wrong. The Premier in spite
< statement had been defeated.
motion was defeated.

\[». Midrtin moved that the House ad-

2.20. * He did not take any

- for this motion.  He did net pre-
o control the ‘House. -He -did,

or, in control.of the country—that
¢ luiberal party of which he was

- these

was

1 until

. Garden thought that to pass this
1ld be recording in favor of

A \Id \nlnp\ was glad of an oppor-
v to show just what strength the
jarty. yvas that Mr. Martin led.

Mr. McBride said he did not prete{ld
to say as Mr. Martin did that he was in
wrntlinl of the House or of the Ct)lul.tty.
But Te' could say that the bye-elections
which had been held since he left the
covernment resulted, lowever, very
<atisfactorily with respect to the party
he led, every 1t almost having hejen
won 11'. the opposition party. The legiti-
maté opposition in the House was solid

nited. and they had the people of

shi Golnmbia back of them. It was
own that there was
House which could not be counted

1 t any time,

‘\Ir, Hawthornthwaite moved that they
adjourn until half-past three. He did so
as leader of the Socialist party, and
promised he would not hold those who
voted for it responsible.

Mr. MecInnes said that the majority of
V‘n IIou,\e wanted supply ‘granted. In

ace of that what justification had the
lmmor ‘for the statement that supply
was not to granted. The Premier
;» uul himself in a most peculiar posi-

on when he went to the Governor and

mnl him that supply was not to be

ted. A compromise might easily be

a ed at By which -supply would be
voted.

Mr. Martin said that the House hav-

ing p;x sed- a vote of want of confidence
it impossible for the Premier to
i supply. He conteided that the
opposition had refused the offer of the
Premier to agree to grant supply.

Mr. Mclnnes thought an arrangement
could be entered .into by which supply
could be granted.

Mr. Martin held that the time for ar-
rangement had passed. He thought
they could temporarily withdraw the mo-
tion and allow the Premier to coutinue
in control of the House.

Premier Prior said that he proposed
first in fhe House to pass supply by ar-
rangement, ., 1t was too late for that.
The oppomnon refused it. He _would
lave to go to the Governor and tell him
80. i

Mr. McPhillips said that what the
Premier did was to hold the House up.
He came to them and said: ‘“Here you
have to grant supply or I will ask for
dissolution.” It was a monstrous posl-
tion to hold such a threat over the
House, The Premier when he went to
the Gogerngr wouid assuredly be asked
if he copld ‘yote supply. If he said he
could not_he felt satisfied that the Gov-
ernor would say: “Well, I am very
sorry, Col. Prior, but I must seek
another First Minister.”

Premier Prior said he agreed with the
Provincial Secretary that the House
would grant supply. 3

Smith Curtis thought that the Premier
had acted too quickly. He proposed to
move a resolution that an address be pre-
sented to.the Governor advising him not
to proregue the House until supply had
been voted. That resolution carried by
a majority of the House would show
1'\ at the House was prepared to grant
this.

Premier Prior said he was prepared
to carry.out any arrangement to grant
supply provided it could be dome with
dignity.

Mr. Martin said the resolution of Mr.
Curtis was the veriest nonsense. It was
the most fonsensical resolution proposed
in the House.

Mr., McBride thought it was outrage-
ous to talk of the withdrawal of a vote
of want of confidence. He could not
think that Mr. Martin was serious in
this proposal. Since his resignation from
the government of Mr. Dunsmuir he had
the opportunity to meet the people of the
province in a number of bye-elections, and
it had been favorable to the party which
e represented. He felt, therefore, that
the people were at his back. He thought
that an election could be carried on in
less than. three -months. The people
were anxious for it. They knew what

result of the continuation of the

‘mier in pewer would be. It. would

ean that he would have to sit at the

tion of a certain member of the
>, who sought to work out his-own
vation by this means in the House.
had watched too often an exhibition
at sort. The spectacle of the men
a little while ago voted that they

no confidence in the government, and |

I in the mext breath voted that they
not confidence in themselves was a
ble one, It would not redound to
onor of those members.
On motion of the Premier. the Home
1 until 2 o'clock this afternoon
vote of 16 to 15.

the House resuming this after-
emier Prior gnoved that they pro-

committee of supply.
McBride though that an explana-
e was necessary in view of
1 n from the Premier. The
- <houid tell why he thought that
e 1 confidence enough in him

l‘ml—:'\- wanted to know to what
Lie Premier was going to ask gup-

ply.

]tal\e a dissolution
{ but they svanted necessary supply.

| terday,

a roving element

| voting supply.

He 'was satisfied to give supply for
a couple of months.

Mr. Martin had described his position
taken yesterday, that it was nonsense to
talk of ar arrangement to grant supply
after a vote of want of cenfidence. They
had a proof now that this was possible,
and was being acted upon,

Premier Prior said that the proceedings
vesterday did not show that the govern-
ment was in control of the House,

It was undoubtedly the opinion of the
House yesterday that supply should: be

Ixranted so that an appeal could be taken

to the country. He was prepared to
as early as possible,
The
governinent intended to ask three months’
supply.

Mr., McBride wanted to know if the
Premier still adhered to his statement of
an arrangement with the Lieut.-Governor
yesterday that he would be granted a dis-
solution if defeated in the House, '

Fremier Prior said that he had nothing
to add to what was said yesterday. He
did not 'wish to hold a threat out. He
would, if defeated, go ,to the Governor
and ask for a dissolution.

Mr. "McPhillips: “Will he grant it?”

Premier Prior added that he had read
the Times account of what he said yes-
and it was correct. He had
nothing to add to that.

Mr. Houstfon urged that there should
be a little give and take. The estimates
should be considered as brought down.

{ They might eliminate those which were
| unnecessary.

They should
than four months’ supply.

Mr. - Oliver ealled attention to the fact
that but two ministers existed in the
cabinet, which should .contain six. He
wanted to know who was going to carry
on the affairs of the country for these
four months that it was proposed to
arry on business.

Mr. Oliver then took up the Columbia
& Western matter. He said that the in-
vestigation had reflected upon every
member of the government, including the
Finance Minister. The Premier had
seen fit to call for the resignations of
two of his ministers, and a third had re-
signed of his own volition. The First
Minister one year ago was aware of all
the facts which he now had in his pos-
session. . Why did the Premier postpone
dismissing these ministers?

He defended their acts in the bye-elec-
tion.

Being called to order, Mr. Oln'er took
up the reasons why supply should not
be granted. "I'he Premier was not to be
entrusteu with the affairs of the country.

Mr. Martin intejected.that this was a
question _for the Governor. 3

Mr. Oliver said it was a matter for the
House. They had no need to vote sup-
ply to a minister who was not ‘consider-
ed worthy of it.

Mr. McPhillips wanted a full explan-
ation from the Premier. If they granted
him; supply the Premier could go to the
Governor and ask for a dissolution be-
cause he had shown-he had control of the
House.

The fight which the opposition had
put up was not to be lost. He would not
be a party to any sueh arrangement.

He ridiculed the idea of giving supply
te a dismembered government which had
been shown by a committee of the House
to have done deeds unworthy of any gov-
ernment, and which had been shown to
have misrepresented matters. to the
House in the answers given. It was a
monstrous thing to propose to give supply
fo such a government.

Mr, Neill wanted them to go on and
grant supply.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite pointed out thut
to grant this government supply was en-
dorsing them and the members were all
open to complication with ‘this action.
He would never endorse it.

Mr, Martin rising to speak, Mr, Me-
Phillips cried *“Now to the rescue.”
“Now to the rescue.”

Mr. Martin said that the Premier's
statement in the House yesterday if in-
correct would have called for an explan-
ation by His Honor. Reading:the Pre-
mier’s statement in the Times, Mr.
Martin wanted the Premier to say they
were correct, He for one did believe the
Premier.

Premier Priot offering further explana-
tion, Mr. McPhillips called: “Yes,*help
him out, he’s saving you.”

Mr. Martin continuing, indicated the
position of the opposition. He-favored
keeping the supply down so that there
would not be much discretion, on the
part of the Premier. If this motion was
voted down the Premier had  nothing
else but.to ask for a dissolution. It
was a last chance. .o

Mr. McInnes said that there were
things happening in the House which
prompted Mr. McPhillips’s lack of faith.

It was only a short time ago when the
Premier said that he would not under
any condition hold power under the diec-
tation of Mr, Martin. Now they had
the sight of the Premier so hypnotized
by that gentleman, and falling in with
his suggestions even when they were
against the Premier.

There were during the past two years
reasons for doubting the Premier. Yes-
terday he promised that the Governor
would come down at 2 o’clock and dis-
solve the House. The Governor was not
here. Something had transpired, and
the House had a right to know 'this.

The Premier said that he would not
grant supply yesterday. Now he want-
ed to go into committee on supply. It
was plain that the Premier and the
Governor had had a heart-to-heart talk—
cither at the instance of the Premier or
else the Governor had sent for the Pre-
mier. They wanted to know what took
place. He was personally in- favor of
It was not practical to
talk of voting supplies for a few months,
The expenditure for bridges, ete., would
have to be spent in the next few months.

He thought that the Premier should
make a frank statement, such as he often
prided himself upon, of what took place
between His Honor and the Premier.,

Premier Prior said that he had no meed
to reveal what took place in his interview
wigh “the Governor. He did nmot inténd to
rexz\l it. He had stated that he would
not ask for supply yesterday, but he had
uu.orwards consented to give the House
another chance. He could deny that the
Governor had promised him dissolution up-

vote more

! on condition that he could get supply.

Mr. MecBride said that yesterday the
Premier stated that he had a distinct pro-
mise that whatever happened he would get
a dissolution, and that he was authorized
to say so.

The Premier interjected that he said he
had the authority of the Governor te say

that he would give him & dissolution.

Mr. McBride said he was not satisfied
with this explanation.

The Premier—“Well, you
more.”’

~ue

won't get any

government's motion to go into sup-
ply was defeated by a vote of 19 to 16.
The Premier moved that the House ad-
journ until 2 o’clock to-morrow,
Smith Curtis immediately
charges against the Premier.

took up

THE CUMBERLAND FIRE

Man in Custody~“’arr:mt§ 1ssued For
Two Others.
feaely

Nanaimo, May 27.—As a result of an
inquiry as to the origin of the fire at
Cumberland, which desiroyed the stables
belonging to the Wellington Colliery
Company, ome man is now under arrest
and warrants have been issued for two
others, charging them with setting fire
to the buildings. " The case will come up
before the magistrate to-morrow.

Mr, Dunsmuir wil] arrive at Ladysmith
some time to-day, when it is expected
he  will give his” answer to terms of
settlement subfitted through the com-
missioners.

S, Mottishaw{s#harged with using in-
sulting and threatemimg - .language  to
witnesses whe- téstified -against Federa»
tion at the recent sittings of the' com-
mission, was fined $5 and costs at Lady-
smith, the case; being da>p0;~e<1 of under
the Vagramcy Aet.

TERRIBLE EARTHQUAKE
IN. ASIATIC TURKEY

Five Hundred Houses Demolished—Very
Few People Escaped—Many
Soldiers Among Victims.

Constantinople, May 28.—Advices
which reached here to-day from Asiatic
"Purkey show that a terrible earthquake
cecurred on April 29th at Melazhgerd, in
the Vilayet' of Van, eighty miles south-
east of Erzeroum, on the Euphrates,

The town. was totally destroyed, ‘Wwith
its entire population, numbering 2,000,
in¢luding 700 Armenians, as well ag thé
troops forming the garrison. “In addition
over 400 houses- in newhbonng vxi]ages
collapsed 5

A somewhat severe earthqmike shock
wag felt here this morning, but no dam-
age was done,

Details of Disaster.

London, May 28.—The foreign office
here to-day received some defails from
the British consul at Erzeroum regarding
the recent earthquake at Melazhgerd, ac-
cording- to which a strong earth shock,
lasting thirty seconds, was felt in the
morning - of April 29th, throughout the
entire’ district between Lake Vat and
the Russian frontier, and so far wesf as
Kharput,

The town of Melazhgerd, consisting of
500 houses, was destroyed and much
havoc ' sas wrought in the surrounding
villages: "

Colortel’ Khalil Bey, commanding the
garrision of Melazgherd, with his whole
family; three other officers and eighty
soldiers’ perished in the ruins. Lieut.-
Col. Tayib Bey,
‘became ipsane.

The ‘felegraph operator who sent the
news of the catastrophe, said he himself
was badly injured and that his wife and
sister had been Kkilled,

SUMMER SCHEDULE,

C.P:R, Imperial Limited Starts Running
on Juna Tth.

The C. P. R, summer time table will
go into force on Sunday, June 7th. The
Imperial Limited service will be inau-
gurated on that date, the first train. No.
97, arriving” from Montreal at 1 p.m. on
Thursday, June 11th, and every Thurs-
day, Sunday and Tuesday thereafter.
The first east-bound express, No. 96, will
leave Vancouver on Saturday, June 13th,
at 1.30 p.m., and every Saturday, Tues-
day and Thursday thereafter. . In addi-
tion to, these limited expresses, there will
be the usual daily trans-continernfal pas-
senger trains arriving and leaving Van-
couver as at present,

On the Lulu Island branch the morn-
ing schedule will be the same as at.pres-
ent, but the evening train will leave Van-
couver at 3.30 p.m. instead of 4 p.m.
The trains . ,will leave Steveston as at
present.

The Kootenay service will he similar
to that of last year, except in the Lardo
district, where the traffic has so in-
creased that the company has inaugur-
ated a tri-weekly service by boat from
Nelson via Kalso,

SAILING OF SHAMROCKS.
Sir Thomas Lipton’s Racing Yachts
Have Sailed From Gourock For

- Sandy Hook.

Gourock, Scotland, May 28.—Sir Thos.
Lipton’s fletilla, consising' of Shamrock
1II., Shamrock 1.,
and the ocean tug Cruiser, whose -gom-
bined erews number 170 men, sailed from
here for Sandy Hook at 1 o’clock this
afternoon. Great crowds of people hade
them farewell, flags were everywhere
displayed and bands, ‘whistles and sirens
combined with the cheering of the spee-
tators, gave the cup .challenger a great
send off,

POLICE MAY STRIKE.

They Demand an- Increase in Salary of
$15 Per Month,

Brie, Pa., May 28.—This city will be
without pelice vprotection next Monday
if the members of the force do rot get
an advance in salary from $60 to $75
per month.

Gancers and Tumors

Completely eradicated from the sys-
tem by the new constitutional treatment.

No pain or suffering. More effectual

than operations and plasters. Send two

stamps for book and particulars to
V. Stott & Jury, Bowmanvwille, Ont.

whose family ‘perished;|:

the steam yacht Erin|

NANAIMO NOTES.
The Victoria-Nanaimo Mail Service—
Two Inquests.

'Fhe coroner’s jury to inquire:into the
cause of death of the late John. Law-
son, who- was killed by an explosion of
Gynamite in the mine two weeks aigo, re-
assembled yesterday afternoon. Thesjury
cecided that deceased came to his death
by the accidental discharge of dynamite,
and there was no evidence to show it
ocecurred.

A c¢oronetr’s inquest was held on the
body of the young man, Christmas, who
was shot' in mistake for a bear by his
companion at Englishinan’s river on Sun-
day last. The evidence went to show
that “Walker had good reason for think-
ing it was a bear, and the jury exoner-
ated him from ali blame. The verdict
of the jury follows: “After hearing the
evidence, the verdict of the jury is that
the deceased, Richatd I'rederick Christ-
mas, et his death by misadventure on
his part; that we completely exonherate
William James Wallter from all blame.”

At the annual meeting of the Nanaimo
board of trade% letter was received from
Ralph Smith, M.P., in reply to a com-
munication from the. secretary asking
him. to do his utmost to secure the usual
subsfdy for a dou¥ié daily maii s¥rvice
froni Naraimo to (Vietoria on the B: &
N. railwaj In this:detter was an.en-
closuze r:nmv reagong of the controller
of the railway mfu,l service for declining
this ‘extension. These reasons were the
exctessive cost and @to the fact that the
general superintendent of the railway
had stated that thé.:proposal to estab-
lish-a double train serviee had not been
even §er10u<]v considered as yet. Much
surprise was expressed at the latter
statement, as G. Bl Courtney bad last
sumier approached the board and stated
that if the mail subsidy could be secured
the BE. & N. company would ‘certainly
establish the double train service at once,
and that the company had definitely de-
cided to establish tie $ervice at an early
date, anyway. On“the strength of Mr.
Courtney's statemeat, the board used its
influence with Mr. Smith to secure the
subsidy.

As a result of tho rhscueslon the secre-
tary will write to Mr: Courtney for an
explanatiou

THE CANADIAN
NORTHERN RAILWAY

—

GUARANTEEING BONDS
OF PART OF ROAD

Legislation to Be Introduced—Grand
Trunk Pacific Line—
Commission.

Ottawa, May 28.—A bill will ba
brought down in,a day or so guarantee-
ing the interest of bonds 'of that part of
the Canadian = Northern railway from
Grandview to . the .. town. of ' Ed-
monton, a distance of 620 miles, at 3 per
cent, on $13,000 a mile. - The govern-
ment will take ‘a first‘mortgage as se-
curity cn the road. The government will
also loan the harbor commission of Mon-
treal $3,000,000 at 3 per cent. The gov-
ernment can borrow tuis money at 23
per cent. Legislation will also be asked
to guarantee the bonds amounting to
from $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 on - the
Quebec bridge,
Chinese Tax.

The ,Chinese bill, which *passed‘ the
Commons, will be read a second time in
the Senate next w#ek, and will no doubt
pass. It will go into etfect on the first
o* January next. A petition from Brit-
ish Columbia against if, with 300 names,
largely ladies, was presented to the
Senate yesterday by' Sir Mackenzie
Bowell, A

Mining Commission,

Justice Britton, of the High court of
Ontario, has been appointed a commis-
sioner to enquire into the Treadgold con-
cession anid other mining leases in Yu-
kon territory. E. J. Hardman, one of

‘the ablest mining experts in (,dllddﬂ and

a graduate of the muning institute of
Boston, . will assist Justice Britton as an
expert, and Dr. Lacomb, M. P. P,, Mon-
treal division, will be secretary. ‘The
contmission will look into the whole
water supply and other maftters affe::-
ing mining in the Yukon,
Grand Trunk Pacifie.

The railway committee sat two hours
and a half 3este'rday discussing the
Grand Trunk Pacific Wwithout making any
real progress. No cladse was passed. A
delegation from the Trans-Canada pro-
position opposed the rond They admit-
ted that the company'was net regularly
organized. Several xhembers talked in
favor of government qwnership and hav-
ing a government road built from Que-
bec to "Whitfields, Mahitoba. One ques-
tion all agreed upom ‘was that-the toad
should be all Canadian, with ports on the
Pacific’ and@ Atlantic 'on Canadian soil.
Some questioned if te G. T, R. would
not still adhere to 'the Portland port,
nofwithstanding any  restrietive 1législa-
tion.  They did not believe any législa-
tion wotld prevent this. At the close of
the meeting a resolution was passed
providifig that the bill be .taken: up to~
day and made the' first order ' until
passed, .

Again Before. Committee,

The railway committee devoted to-day
to the Grand Trunk. Pacific bill, The bill
was changed to commence at Morncton,
N. B,, and run through the centre of New
Brunswick to Queébec, and then north-
westerly to the boundary line between
Ontario and Quebec, within 50 miles of
Lake 'Abittibi, north of Nepigon Lake
and on to Winnipeg. There ,were thirty
clauses to the bill passed, No important
amendments were made and no factlous
opposition. !

In' the common schools of Sweden Eng-
lishh  is- studied during four hours each
week,

THE: COL, AND HIS
GAME OF BLUFF

GENERAL DISGUST
OF HIS STATEMENTS

Opposition Standing Firm in a Refusal
to Aid the Premier —Other
Combinations Forming.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

There is a feeling of unrest over thvl

bay tunis morning, and a repetition of the
lobbying and wire pulling of yesterday.
The oppesition had a cauneus this morn-
ing, and from all that can be gathered
from individual ‘members there is no dis-
position to reeede from the position taken
vesterday, namely,: that no assistance be
given the Premier in extri¢ating himself
from the abyss into whieh inefficiercy,
treachery and blunders have thrown him.

A great deal depends upon the authori-
ty or otherwise of the Dremier yesterday
in stating that he had practically an un-
conditional promise from His Henor the
Lieut.-Governor. of a dissolution..no mat-
ter what:might-be the upshot of events.
This sfatement is ‘not believed by many
members: even -on tle government side
of . the House, and on all sides the good
taste of the Premier in dragging in the
name -of. the Governor -to fortify himself
in.an antenable position is sharply chal-
lenged. It is held that even if he had
such - a promise, the use to which the
Premier yesterday put it was so improper
asito .cause His Honor to gravely cobn-
sider its:-recission,

But the statement as a matter of faet
ig not seriously entertained. It is ve-
garded as a bold amplification on the
part of ‘the Premier of assuraunce given
him by Sir Henri Joly at a date far
anterior to the. present, and under cir-
cumstances quite different.

In the-light of .all the events of yester-
day; it i& much more reascnable to pre
sume, as was pointed out o the floor of
the Honse yesferday, that His: Honot
signified -his readiness to give the Pre
mier. a dissolution, once he secured sup:
piy..: The - passage of supply therefore
was. practically made the . qualification
without which His Honor would noi
grant gdissolution. This being the case,
and ‘knowing as he did in the forenocon
yvesterday that he would likely be defeat-
ed, the Premier decided on a bold game
of bluff, characteristic of the man, and
of his political methods. He took the
House into his confidence, and asked that
supply should Ye given Lim and that
certain non-contentious legislation should
be pasmed. If the opposition objected, he
could tell them he would get an appeal to
the country anyway,

Into this trap the opposition fortunate-
Iy were too wary o fall, although the
Premier and Mr, Martin exhausted every
resource at their command to tempt
thbem. The latter ,even urged the recon-
sideration of the want of confidence vote,
knowing that once the opposition ~ co-
operated to give the Premier supply, Col
Prior could go back to His Honor, an-
nounce that the conditions which the
Governor had imposed had been ecarried
out, and claim in turn the promiseq dis”
solutxon The methods by which | that,
supply ‘was secured would not bothel the'
conscience of the ‘Colonel, as a long line
of broken pledges to the people of \m-
toria abundartly proves.

In the meantime there are not wanting!

evidences that the Premier has not been
able to carry out to the letter the lire of
action which he announeced yesterday he
would pursue. He saw His Honor last
night and again tmis morning, and it will
be a shock to those on the inside if this
afternoon His Honor comes down to dis-
solve the House,

Other leaders are qualifying for recog-
nifion by the Governor, among them the
ex-provincial secretary, Mr. Meclnres.
The friends of that gentleman are busy
pushing his claims forward His resig-
nation from the ministry, his non-identi-
fication with the scandal which has been
one of the causes of the downfall of the
ministry, and lastly their elaim that 11
cut' -of thed4 Liberals of the House
would accept him as Liberal leader, all
are advanced as reasong why he should
be entrusted with the work of forming a
ministry.

The' Premier's following ~is becommg
weakered. There is on the part of nom-
inal supporters of the government -a
strong revulsion  of  feeling aaginst ‘the
Premier. This extends even. to those
wde are recognized as having been fthe
stalwart ones of the party, and has
reached a point where open rebellion is
anticipated, ,

‘Whether their animosity towards the
present Premier’s course would be such
as to drive them to support the leader of
the opposition is a question of doubt. It
is regarded as certain, however, that
they would comsent to a compromise of
seme sort. which would allow of supply
being granted.

With three vacancies in the cabinet rhe
Premrier is' left -te face .the diffienlties
with omly Hon, J. D. Prentice and a
very small persenal following. The min-
ister of finance sfill maintains that the
government having been defeated on a
vote of want of eonfidence in the House
has no right to attempt to pass sapply.

The strenuous times in the House can-
not . altogether .distract . from publie at-
tention the connectionn of the Premier
with the Columbia & Western matter.
His complication with bill 87 and with
the misstatements in the answers to ques-
tions in the House last session have not
been Nost sight of. The throwing of the
full responsibility for this upon two of
his ministers instead of taking his share
in what is regarded By the committee as
executive acts has cost him several fol-
lewers on the government side of the
House.

TOOTHACHE CURED IN ONE
MINUTE,

Not only toothache, but any nerve pain
is cured instantly by Polson’s Nerviline.
Thousands have testified that its power-
ful, penetrating, pain-subduing® proper-
ties make it an absolute’ cure for neural-
gia, rheumatism, toothache, cramps,
colic and ail other pains' and’ aches that
beset mankind. The world is challenged
to equal Nerviline as a' hHousehold lini-
ment. ILarge bottie 25" cents.

L WeTe

THI COMMITTEE'S CENSURE,

The report of the select committee of
the Legislature appointed to enquire into
the Columbia & land grant

scandal has been laid before the House.
In considering the sweeping nature of
tll(‘ condemnation Hf Tl(\ gov Pl‘l]ll!("‘t as a
whole—not merely of two members of it—

Vestern

contained in that report, it may be well
that the indictment
drawn up by a body on which the govern-
mend had a majority. The summary of
the -events leading up to the denouement
is very full and we believe accurate, and
if the findings are couched in strictly
mild language the emphasis is none the
less propounced,

The committee in brief finds that the
original order-in-council conveying blocks
4593 and 4594 to the Columbia &
Western Railway was uot in public
interest. The government as a whols
was respousible for that order, n.t any
single or ‘any two members of it.
found that the

inal Columbia. & Western Railway
reserves there is ample lard to satisfy
the*rightful claims: of the company upon
the publie- domain. : Therefore no good
reason has bBeen advanced by the govern-
ment for the extraordinary sacrifice that
was proposed to be made of the rich
lands of the people, except .that the C.
. R. coveted them-and that the govern-
ment desired to keep on good ferms with
that company, from which, as the execu-
tive agent naively pointed out, it had re-
ceived so many substantial fayors in the
past, probably af election = and . ether
times. Theé government as a whole, and
the head of the government in particular,
not one or two members of it, was re-
¢ponsible for the proposed criminal.vari-
ation of the terms of the granpts,

The government was so eager to pass
the valuable coal and miner: @8 ands into
the hands of:the C, P, R. Mithout the
Legislature becoming aware of what was
going on that it sanciioned and was col-
fectively responsibie for false replies be-
ing made to questiors put by members
of the House. In other words, that the
government was not-above lying in‘order
to obliterate ‘any traees of what it pro-
posed to do. The finding ix pot thit in-
drvidual members of the Cabinet returned
false atswegs to questions, but that *“the
goverranent permitted answers thereto to
be given that were not in aeccordance
with the real facts.” The Premier-can-
not wash his hands in innocence of such
charges, ;

It has been found that letters and doed-

to rmember was

the

1t has been within

celiberately suppressed in order that the
truth might be concealed, If it was per-
missible to return lying answets fo ques-
ticns in the House, why not iose docu-
ments that might reveal foo much? The
Premier certainly connived at one course;
is he, when we consider all that has oc-
curred since he entered the provincial
political field, the Greenshields episode,
the Canadian Northern humbug, ete., top
high-minded to be a party-to the other?

The select committee finds that if Bill
87 had becomie law the Columbia &
Western Railway Company swould have
kad power coaferred upon it to claim
blocks 4,593 and 4,594. It will be re-
membered thas this bill was introduced
for the purpose of enabling the govern-
ment to accomplish a deal it had tried
to consummate by order-in-council, but
was frightened off by the persi stency of
the inquiries of members of the Hogse.
The head of the zovermment knows not
where this measure “came from or in
whose brain it was conceived. It ought
to h#ve been brought before the Cabinet
before it appeared in the House, but it
wasn’t. It was as mysterious in origin
as the Babylomian handwriting on the
wall ard its purport as sigrificant of the
fate of the ‘government. The Premier
was true to the mysterious influence
which controlled the operations of the
government, however. He @id his best
to secure the passage of the bill, or
rather be ceased to press the matter
when he found out the House was . too
strongly opposed to it. None of these
matters would ever have become public
but for the painful inquisitiveness of the
opposition. When fhey could not be con-
cealed the Premier comes out in his char-
acteristically candid fashion and con-
sents to the appointment of .a committee
of inquiry.  Before the findings of the
committee are made public he ecasts out
two of his Ministers in the hope that the
sacrifice will mollify the sentiment of the
reople and givert attention from his own
prominent part in the scandalous trans-
actions.  But it will'not do. The Colonel
is either as great a sinner as any of his
colleagues or he is too obtuse, too dense,
too completely barren of the. qualifica-
tions necessary in a leader ‘of a govern-
ment.

A HUMILIATING POSIPION,

The curtain was raised rare
political scene on Wednesday, The public
for the finst time beheld with the naked
eye the sweefl peace that has long brood-
ed over the counecils of the cabinet, the
perfect confidence the various members
of the ‘late government have long had
in the inflexible integrity. and the abso-
lute disinteresCedness of the service they
rendering the It was
such a scene as is not likely to be put on
the stage of the Legislative theatre for a
long. time. T'or the sake of the country
we hope it will be a very leng time in-
deed before such a spectacle is again pre-
duced,

In announcing that he had dismissed
two of his black sheep, the Premier paid

upon a

province.

theny very clumsy compiiments in the evi-

: legislature.

<

dent belief that he was sending them:
back into silence and obscurity.
But he was mistaken. Mr. Eberts
danced into view and burled the unwel-
come the head, of the
a force that (om,)wlely
dazed bhim, The ex-Attorney -General
followed this assault with 'a few Hdits
straight from the shoulder that leff the
Colonel in a groggy condition.” The Ire-
mier could not counter whtin he was
chbarged +with being a party to all the
deals whieh have brought *the govern-
ment into disrepufe and the present
crisis upon the Legislature. He knew
too well that they were true and»‘hnt
in taking the course he did he had play-
ed the part of a treacherous man, of a
miserable trickster, of a politician witls
such an insatiable desire for office that
he would sacrifice mest  intimate
friends to satisfy his inordinate/\dieased
ambitien. Small wonder his' Prygyincial
Secretary deserted him and f_".l\"@ a priec-
tical illustration of his belief that he
position of the Colonel was indefensiblia.
Then the ex-Chief Commissioner stepped
up and administered a few: kieks to the
poor grovelling creature that was rerdy
to endure /

away

encomiums at
Cclonel with

his

rather tham
relinquish his insecure hold upon powers
and, turning a deaf ear o the eloquent,
powerful, intellectual and gor 0% ap-
peals of the one friend tle Calovel hawx
left of all his late colleagues—the Finanece
Minister—the Speaker counted; the Pre-
mier out. The government was defeated.

any humiliation

AN INEXPLICABLE STATEMENT.

The

Houke

Premier practically said in the
Wedresday that he had a0 ug-
c¢ualified promise of dissolution frum. “the
Lieut.-Governor. "We do not believe for
a moment that he has anything of* the
kind. We are quite certain that it is
an ucheard of thing for a minister te
make such a statement on the floor of &
If the statement of the ‘Pre-
mier be true it means that Sir Henrk
Joly has deliberately placed in the Lfnas
of Colonel.Prior a club with which to in~
timidate the House into granting supplys
We know there is ndt a single individuaa
iz British Columbia with any kuowledge
of the manner in which public affairs
are conducted who beleves that  His
Honor would commit any such pohhcal
solecism. The statement of the Premier
was either one of his charactetistie bluffe,
perpetrated in ignorance of political
ethics and of the relations that, shoyld,
obtain between the Licut.-Goveraor and

his adviser, or'in his eagerness fo' grasp

ments having an impertant Learing upon | at the ¢onsolationn of hope the Colonaky

the investigatioiis of the commiftee were |
[ observations.

misunderstood the purport of His Honor's
Whatever the cause.-of
the extraordinary lapse, it'is cleably e
duty cf the opposition to rédist th"the
utmost any such threats as those madef
yesterday until a satisfactory explana-
tiont is vouchsafed.

We dre satisfied that when His Hornor:
the Lieut.-Governor takes all the eir-
cumstances of the case into consideration
—the report of the select committee im
which the condemnation ofr the-P, Femiéy
is most emphatie, the pas;sagém ?A%
vote of want of confidence in the House,
and the indiscreet,—to use a very mild
term—utterances of Colonel Prior in the
legislature yesterday, he will become
convinced that the remainder of the gow-
ernment should be sent after its major
part,

F 0 zoOURIT

LEGISLATURE SHOULD-INSIST:!

Concerning the report the Premier
freated so cavalierly in the House .an
Wednesday as ‘to hiz connection with the
contract for hardware to be used.on the
Chimney Creek budge the Vancowver
News-Advertiser s g

“According to the story which, as‘we
have said, is now a matter of common
talk in Vancouver, about September last
the Lands and Works Departinent
desired to get quotations for ‘a lirger
cable to be used in the construction of
the bridge being built across thé Fraser
river at Chimney Creek. Instead of pur-
suifig the ordinary course of advertising
for-tenders in the public press fhe de-
partment wrote to firms in Vantdiuver
and elsewhere which were the ‘agents of
cable manufacturers, asking tliem to fur—
nish quotations. This was done in'sev-
eral cases and nothing more was heard
of the matter for several montlis, when,
in. answer to inquiries, the firms were
advised that the offer of E, G, Prior &
Company, Limited, had been’ accepted,
the amount being for about q§3000.

“Bnt the rumor to “lu(h we hme re—
ferred goes further than this and it is
for that reason we have _thought the
matter should be fully explained and the
aspersions upon Colonel Prior completely
dissipated. It is insinuated that about
the time that these tenders were recexvu)’
in the department, Colenel Prior.was act—
ing Chief Commissioner—in the absence
of Mr. Wells—and that after the guota-
tions had been received from yaripus
firms the Prior Company put in an offer
at a, somewhat lower figure and secured
the, contract.”

If Colonel Prior is disposed ‘to treat
this matter lightiy, surely the Legisla-
ture will imsist upon a searching investi-
gation. If the Premier hopes to 'sé¢ures
a dissolution we would strongly advise
him to clear up all matters of doubt as
soon as possible. His explanation in the
House yesterday was exceedingly lame
and at the same time quite frank: The
firm of E. G. Prior & Co., he'said had
secured that cable contract, and it was
converted into a limited liability concerm
for the express purpose of enabling it tor
tender for just sweh supplies. But Min-
isters of the Crown are not supposed tow
take advantage of such oppbriunities as
are alleged to have presented themselvex
in this matter. It is up to the Colonep
to insist upon am investigation, and if
he refuses and the Legislature is unables
to foree an inquiry it ought-to be 'dis-'
solved without loss of time. The only
possible sphiere of usefulness left for i
is to cléar out the evil-smelling stable.




