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WATER SUPPLY.

A by no means fnsignificant minority
of the people of Victeria believe that
the questioh of water supply is a very
live topic &t the presént time. Before
the summer is over that not insignifi-
cant minority Wwill be merged in a sig-
nificant majority. It has already been
convincingly demonstrated that the
system of distribution is more to blame
for the shortage of wateér, possibly at
all seasons of the year, certainly at this
season . of the year, than an insuffi-
clenty of water gt the base of supply
in Elk JLa@ke. The main supply pipes
are u{térls} inadequate as feeders for
the service pipés. This is a’ condition
which has deliberately been maintained
lest a remedy might aggravate the sii-
uatien in general by draining the reser-
veirdry. At least that is the interpreta-
tion gemmeonly placed upen the excuses
of, the authorities in charge for put-
tinz off necessary improvement in the
syptem of distributien. And it is not for

msre theerists to combat the experience

and judgment of practical men. At
the same time there is a suspicion hn-
gering in a great many minds that if
the system of distribution were im-
proved the €act might be demon-
strabed that Wik Lake as a sourcé of
supply is mot quite so far behind the
legitimate requirements of the city as
it as-sometimes represented to be. How-
ever, if nmiust be confessed that it would
never de to put th big distribution
pipes and give consumers all the water
they believe they require if the inevit-
ablé result would be at the &nd of a
cotiple of months nothing rmore than a
mufl Hole In the depression where the
quist waters of the lake were wont to
repose. All we cat do is await the re-
sult of the appeal to the Privy Council
anfl muke thé most of the dribblés of
water so economically served out by
our discreet masters.

We areé told that in making prmﬁulon
for a future source of water supply the
taet #hould Be kept in mind that in a
short timhe we shail  be calléd upén to
act as purveyors throughout a district
extending from the east side of Esqul-
malt harbor to Cadboro Bay, Our
opihion is that such a programme I8
possibly & trifie bevend our means. The
ratepayers of Victoria will be doing all
that can reasonably be expected of
tivemn if they make provision for a full
and adéquate supply of water for the
condumers Within municipal bounds.
Maney for waterworks extension can«
not be borrowed upon the credit of out-
side municipalities or districts. It is
tree thée city is growing rapidly and
that its suburbs are more than keéeping
stép in the march of progréss.  But
even at an accélerated rate of progress
a obnsideradble number of years must
elaspse ere there can be an agitation
for the extension of our bouhdaries.
Tha jast expansion movement was too
sinoarely repénted of Yor any such stép
to be taken without consideration. Nor
coyld -anhexation take place without
the .consent 6f the voters of the dis-
triets proposed to be annexed. All
thifigs considered, théerefore, we bélieve
it _will be found that if a seurce ef
water supply can be discovered at a
reasonable distance from theé ¢ity suffi-
cienty for the requirements of a popu-
lation of fifty thousand, and giving a
good pressuré for fire protection pur-
poses; it might suffice for as many
years &8 any one cares particdlarly to
peér into the future. In conjunction
with Elk Lake it wotilld serve & popula-
tiop of at least seventy-fivé thousand.
We ! bslieve our ideas with respect to
the future of Victoria are perhaps as
expansive as those of the average citi-
zen; but the aveérage sane inhabitant
reécognizeés the fact that éven in seasons
of the greatest exuberance weé must
fashion our garmeénts according to the
cloth.

PRESIDENTIAL ASPIRANT ON THE
TARIFF.

Becratary Taft, with a daring worthy
of hls chief, has publicly declared that
the United States tariff must be re-
vised. He says the conditions have
changed greatly since the times of Mr.
Dingley, that vast numbers of people
regard excessive protection as some-
thing ¢losely akin to legalized robbery,
and that thé time has come for his
country to take cognizance of the fact
that there are rélations with othér ua~
tions to be considered in fixing the
rate of duties. It is noticeable that
Mr. Taft carefully refrains from say-
ing whether the tariff ought to be re-
vised upward or downward. The *stand
patters,” however, agree that there
can be but one meaning to Mr. Taft's
woris, and that is that the duties must
be scaled downward. Our recollection
is that at one time in the history of
thé nation a committee was appointed
by.ane of the national legislative bod-
les or by the president or that time
to revise the tariff. The understand-
(ng ‘then was that the duties were to
be slashed. The committee discharged
its business, after carefully listening

to the counsel of the protected interests’

—and made recommendations,practical-
ly all in the direction of higher protec-
tion. History might repeat itself in the
svent of Mr. Taft attaining the position
he personally believées he would adorn
and for which he is said to have the
support of his strenuous chief. But we
fear the secretary has been indiscreet.
He has spoken too soon upon the sub-
léct of tariff revision. He should have
ot it sleep untll he had secured the

nomination for the presidency, if het
untfi after the élection. The trusts and
the tariff beneficlarias ©an most unh=
questionably control the convention.
If they believe him to be sthesre and
not merély “playing to the popular gal-
lery,” they will defeat him. But it may
be that Mr. Taft intends to defy the
corporations and the trusts, afler
the manner of his chief, knowing that
within the past few years the senti-
ment of the country with regard to pro-
tection has #reatly chafiged. If that is
the case we shall have an interesting
fight for the presidential c}_lair—a cam-=
paign premonitory of a fiscal revolu-
tion.

There §8 ndé doubt that some of the
‘leading industrial chiefs of the United
'States are warm advodates of tariff re-
vision. According to a special corre-
spondent of the New York World, W.
A. Bennett, president of the Cincinnati
Chamber of Cominerce, and one of the
maost extensive
wholesale dealers in lumber in the
Middle West, said: “I believe the tariff
needs revision, but I am aware of the
difficulty of making a statement 6n the
subject that would be satisfactory to

everybody. I am & protectionist, bu;'

I do not believe lumber longer needs
<protéction. * Our forests are becoming
devastated and to save thém as much
ag posgible thére should be no restric-
tion on the bringing of lumber to this
country from Canada and other coun-
tries. T do not believe that iton and
steel neéd protéction” I cannot see
wherein protection should be asked for
or givéen the United States Stéel Cor-
poration. I do not know ag mich about
othér lines of écommerde and industiy,
but the ones I have mentioned certaln-
ly do noet appéar to mié i nesd or pro-
tection.”

CAMPED AT THE “FOOT OF THE
THRONE.”

-

Hon. R. G; Tatlow has heard again

from Premiér McBride. Thée Premier,
it seems, is in constant communication
with the Ceolonial Office and is deter-
mihed to keep the avenues open un-
til something definite has been deter-
minéd upon with réferencé to the ques-
tion of better terms. That is a wise
resolution. Now that our répresenta-
tive has put his hand to the plough and
has incurred on behalf of the province
a considerable bill of expensé which the
taxpayers will have to meet, it would
be a mistaké to tufn back béfore reach-
ing the end of the furrow. There are
scoffers who will 8ay they cannot un-
derstand what Prémier McBride can
accomplish further now that the,case
is under the considération of the Col-
onial Office; but inasmuch as they can-
not possibly ¢omprehend all the intri-
cate ramifications of statésmanlike
diplomacy, very few people will pay at-
tention to their unréasonable criticisms.
It is better to have the question finally
disposed of and taken out of thé aréena
of party recrimination. In the natural
course of events the Imperial Parlia-
ment will risé for relaxation when the
grouse shooting season comes in on the
glorious twelfth of August. Whatever
Lord Bigin ot Mr. Winston Churchill
intends to do riust bé done on or be-
fore that date, we suppose, unless the
normally congestéd state of business
before Parliament interposes insuper-
able oBfstacles. Four or five months is
not toe much tifne to waste over a
matter that in incendiary hands might
threaten the. ententé cordialeé between
the Dominion of Canada and one of
her most important provinces. It s
true the Vancouvér News-Adver~
tiser has been explaining that the pro-
vincial ministérs aré already over-
worked and that theére is great neces-

| sity for the addition of anotheér paid

minister to the eabinét; but that an-
nouncement may havé a more or less
direct connéction with the aspirations
of a minister “who 1is at present
without & portfolio and an intimation
of the intentions of the Premier to
add another besides our good friend
Mr. Bowser to the list of cabinet min~
isters. Nor is there any ihdication in
the countenance of Mr. Tatlow or in
the equally genial physiognomy of Mr.
Fulton that either of them is suffering
from the effects of over-éxertion. Dur-
Jng the four years the government has
béen in poweér the presencé of one or
two ministers in the capital at one time
has usually been sufficient for all the
purposes of administration. Conse-
quently we do not believe the absence
of the Prime Minister for a period of
five months will be véry seriously felt.
‘We shall therefore support him in his
determination to remain in London un-
til his work is completed. We also
hope that as the summer season is now
at its height, with Derby Day drawing
neéar, with the turf season and the
cricket season in full vogue; and with
all the sports in which healthy men, in-
cluding the nobility and gentry, delight,
approaching the point of greatest in-
terest, the timeé may not hang heavily
on the hands of the Premier and his
staff. After all public life in British
Columbia holds out but few compensa-
tions for statesmen savé the delight of
living at the capital and an occasional
jaunt to London. Some other members
of the McBride government, including
at least one prospective member, do not
seem to set much stiore by the first-
name privilege, othérs have made the
most of the second. Why should the
Premier be expected to hurry back
without compléting his work when this
is the first opportunity the cares of
office have permitted him to enjoy one of
the chief perogatives of office?
]

manufacturers and,

| the peoplé collectively are as inserut-

The Doukhobors have finally found
out that in order to retain their lands
they must comply with the regulations
of the Department of the Interior. They
have learned a lesson at considérable
cost to themselves. Henceforth they
will probably drop their intéresting but
unprofitable code of economic ethics
and subject therselves to the prompt-

ings of common sense.
- . »

Under thé infliéncéé of contact with
the outside world, an influéhee which
i§ being extended by the Insistence of
their
commerce and their methods of ecom-
municatioh upon China, thé inhabitants
of that great country are beginning to
realize in their own dumb, dull fash-
fon that there is something in the ad-
ministration of their affairs that wur«
gently calls for reform. The result has
uprisings that

nations in practically forcing

been several sporadie
were put down Wwith comparative sase
in all except oné instance, the move-
ment of the Boxers, for the dqueélling
of which assistance of foreign nations
was either necessary or assumed to be
necessary. One of these days there
may be a rebellioh in China that will
not be sporadic but eépidemie. Theh
there will be real trouble for the
dynasty, and possibly for some of the
world powers. Just as no Occidental
ever can tell what is at the back of the
mind of the individual Oriental, so it is
manifestly impossible to predicate
what surprise the moést populous of the
Oriental nations may at any time
spring upon the world. The designs of

able as the methods of the individual.
* % =

The Colonist is on sound ground waen
it maintains that the system uhder
which a portion of the city of Victoria
is supplied with water by a private cor-
poration cannét -be permanént. It was a
mistake upon the part of the legisla-
ture to saddle the people of Victoria
West with the necessity of procuring
one of the primé necessities of life
ffom 'a private company; but a refér-
ence to the municipal archives would
probably disclose the fact that the then
western suburb of Victoria was quite
eager to take advantage of the propo-
sition of the Esquimalt Water Works‘
Company. What the legisiature in its
blindness or ignérance did, the legis-
laturé in the light of experience can
undo withotit any desiré to inflict in-
justice. The subjéct will probably be
fipe for discussion when the Privy
Council has delivered judgment on the
pending appeal.

* *

Now 1s the appointed time for the
theorist who has idéeas upon the sub-
ject of the sun’s vitality to demonstraté
that the great orb of day is rapidly
dissipating his energy. But in elab-
orating his thesis he should not over-
lo6k our éxperiernice i the West. Thére
has been no évidenice In this part of the
world of 'a diminution in the sun's
strength. The experiénce of the BEast
has beén exceptional, that is &ll, and
the cold weather may be due to cofi-
ditions béyond the co.ntrol ,of Old Sol

L * -

Canada is at last experiencing the
conditions which for a long time pre-
vailed exclusively in the United States.
When desirable lands are to be thrown
opén for settlement in any of the prov-
inces of the Northwest upon a specified
date there is a stampede to get into line
and secure precedence. We are not
sure whether the case reported to-day
from Yorkton is the first in the history
of the country, but it is morally cer-
tain it will not be the last.

As the fact has been clearly demon-
strated that San Francisco is ineap-
able of self-government as self-goverf-
ment is under$tood by all well-regu-
lated municipalities; and as it also ap-
pears that the people of San Francisco
care not a bagatelle wheéther they in-
volve the United States and Japan in
serious misunderstandings which may
easily lead to war, how would it do for
President Roasevelt to come out to the
Pacific Coast and with the aid of his
Big Stick set up irresponsible and
unrepresentative but cleaft municipal
government in the Bay City? It is not
very clear that the president by any
act has given the corporations or the
trusts great cause to fear his Big
Stick.. They have cowered before it
without amending their ways. But the
cause and the effect may be the result
of the unwieldly character of American
institutions. - If Mr. Roosevelt were
empowered to deal directly with Mayor
Schmitz and the minor grafters in his
train as well as with the corporate
spoilsmen he might be able to accom-
plish something worth while for San
Francisco.

* ® %

Whether impelled by a desire to get
the better of Great Britain or con-
vinced by the inexorable logic of the
Canadian sur-tax does not appeéar; but
Germany has ceased to frown and has
graciously Intimated her desire for
closer relations with Canada. Doubt-
less the opposition newspapers and
politiclans who condemned the imposi-
tion of the sur-tax upon German grods
in retaliation for the sur-tax upon an=
adian - produce, imposed wupon the
ground that the Fatherland was en-
titled to preferential treatment in com-
pany with Great Britain, will comment
just as severely ubon the policy of the
government if the sur-tax be removed.

* % @

“Honest is now becoming a con-

tagion” in the Eastern United States,
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Time Whitewear Sale on Record !

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.

Commencing To-day and until further notice, we will close every evening at 5.30 p. m., with the ex-
ception of Saturday evening, closing at the usual hour, 9.30 p. m.

A‘ Very Important Feature
of the Sale

One of the special featurés of the sale is the seélling of 1,000 boxes

Canadian Whitewear and
Accumulated Lots Specially
Priced

An immense stock of Canadian Whitewear goes on sale at liberal
reductions.

alues from the Greatest Old|

of fine Mull Whitewear, English make. Every garmeént on sale 18

Also aceumulated lots of W hitewear from thé various show tables,

slightly soiled, but otherwise perfect. They have been marked at such
figures that we know they must be clearéd out promptly.

frésh and not shown before. Observe Government street window dise

play for this particular line.

$1.2

$2.9

... SELECTED LINES IN ...

Ladies’ White Skirts in
Fine Lawns

SELECTED LINES IN ...
Ladies’ Drawers in Lawns

and Fine Mulls

Sale

Prices

Sale
Prices
Range

from

15¢ to
$1.00

Range
from
75¢ to
$5.75

A FEW DESCRIPTIONS FOLLOW: o
A Few Deseriptions Follow
15€ FOR LADIES WHITE LAWN DRAWERS with wide muslin
» tueked frill. Reguldar price

35c FOR LADIES' WHITE LAWN DRAWERS with a wide trill,
finished with a deep yokelace. Regular price ............. <si.50¢

ineh,
with
.. $1.25

90 FOR LADIES’ WHITE LAWN SKIRT, with deep tén
c flounce, made with blas torchon insertion, finished

wide torchon.lace. Regular price.. . oi oo oo sv v 40 o o0 o8 45 40
$2 15 FOR LADIES WHITE LAWN SKIRT, made with deep

. flounce trimmed with pannéls of lace and finished with 50c stitched frill edged with &8 AWN DRAWERS with a deep hem=
wide lace round bottom, under flounce trimmed with a deep lace, FOR LADIES’ WHITE L wide embroidery. Regular price..65c.

Regular price veeeseeases Eeabssdvantslics Rhvsvoinsvebeswsseas e ves dess BBT6 25c FOR LADIES' WHITE COTTON DRAWERS
i hemstitched frill and deéep hem.

75C FOR LADIES WHITE LAWN DRAWERS, a deép fine tucked

frill edged with a wide embroidery. Regular prieé ....... +.$1.00
90(: FOR LADIES’ FINE CAMBRIC DRAWERS finished round
with ins:rtion threaded with ribbon; wide tucked frill finished

For LADIES’ WHITE LAWN SKIRT, with a wide eigh- narrow hemstitched beading: Regular price. .........« T s $1.15
teen incéh flounce made with fine clusters of tucks edged 65 FOR LADIES’ WHITE CAMBRIC DRAWERS made in nicker
with & deep embroidery dust frill. style; finished with Vallencienne insertion and wide frill made

FOR LADIES’ WHITE LAWN SKIRT, made with a wide

of insertion and lace with a band of feathersténe stitching between.
$1~4 skirt of tucked lawn and insertion, finished with wide lace

with a wide

Sale Prices Range from 65¢c to $5.75

A FEW ' DESCRIPTIONS FOLLOW:

$I 00 FOR LADIES' WHITE MUSLIN DRAWERS, finished in

four points, round bottom edge ‘with vallenceinne inser-
tion and finished with narrow tucked frill édged with ldce. Regular

Regular pfice S ise b UC.
at bottom, déep dust frill. Regular price

FOR LADIES WHITE LAWN SKIRT, with half skirt of
fine tucked lawn, trimmed with applique ornaments, fin-
ished at the bottom with a wide tucked hand-made embroidery; a
deep dust frill. Regulat price.. .. «. «v 2o oo oo
235 FOR LADIES’ WHITE SKIRT, with a déep half skirt
$ o made 6f all-over lace and bands of mull finished with
tucked: frill and deep lace dust frill. Regular price

FOR LADIES’ WHITE CAMBRIC DRAWERS, finished

round bottom with a wide insertion thréaded with ribbon

and edged with fine torchon lace bows of ribbon to match. Regular
$1.25

75(: FOX LADIES’ WHITE MUSLIN DRAWERS, finished with a

band of vallenceinne insertion, edged oén either side with

fancy braid and a deep tucked frill, edged with vallenceinnes lace.
Regular price ........

SELECTED LINES IN

Ladies’ Night Dresses in Fine Lawns, Cambric & Mulls

Sale Prices Range from 65c to $3.75.

65(: FOR LADIES' WHITE LAWN NIGHTDRESS, made with 6 rows of tucks down front, box pleated, edged with wide embroidery,

lar and cuffs, finished with same. Regular price $1.00.

90(: FOR LADIES’ WHITE LAWN GOWN, with two rows of tucking either side of front, wide box pleat insertion down front,
side with embroidery, rolling collar finished with embroldery, and cuffs to match. Regular price $1.%.

rolling col-

edged on either

$1 25 FOR LADIES' WHITE LAWN GOWN, deep yoke, made with tucks and insertion attached to lower part of gown, withea frill of em-

® broidery, neck and cuffs finished with same.

$1 15 FOR LADIES” WHITE LAWN GOWN, made with square yoke of fine tucks and embroidery,
o rolling collar and cuffs, finished with same. Regular price,.$1.50.

$1 50 FOR LADIES’ WHITE CAMBRIC GOWN, made with pointed yoke, yoké embroidered with a large spray of hand embroidery, neck with
® V-front, edged with lace, lower part of gown attached to yoke with insertion and ribbon, % sleeve, finished with frill, edged with

lace.
Regular price $2.25.
FOR LADIES’ WHITE CAMBRIC GOWN, entire front made of fine tucks, rolling collar trimmed with lace insertion, edged with a bead-

$1-3 ing, threaded with ribbon and finished with a narrow edge, two rows of wide frilling, edged with lace down centre of
price $1.75.

$2.7
FOR LADIES' FINE MULL GOWN, made with deep yoke of five tucks and embroidery insertion, back of gown made with eight fine

$3°7 tuck§. e:;tending from neck to bottom of yoke; attached to body of gown with a wide embroidery insertion—threaded with ribbon: two
rows of hemstitching down centre of front; elbow sleeves, finished wit h a wide insertion and fine hand maembroidery; bows of ribbon on front
and sleeves; Dutch neck edged with embroidery. Regular price $4.50.

wide box pleat of embroidery down centre,

front. Regular

FOR LADIES’ FINE LAWN GOWN, yoke made of hand embroidery, back of gown with three large box pleats, yoke .attached to front

of gown with a wide embroidery insertion, thréaded with ribbon, 3, sleeve, finished with frill of embroidery; Dutch neck finished with in-
sertion and embroidery.

Ladies’ Corset Covers in Lawns, Fine Mulls, All-Over
Lace and Mulls

SALE PRICES RANGE FROM 35c. to $1.35. A Few Descriptions Follow:

25(: FOR LADIES’ PLAIN HIGH 65(: FOX LADIES’ CORSET COVERS, high neck cut in V-front,
NECKED CLOSE FITTING edged with insertion and ribbon, finished with a narrow lace.

CORSET COVER, with short sleeve Regular price,
Regular price s < ooty Htline «s »+ 300 :
35C FOR LADIES’ FINE MULL $1 35 FOR LADIES’ FINE MULL CORSET COVER, - made of
by fine squares of mull and insertion; finished round neck

with insertion threaded with ribbon and edged with a fine vallen-

CORSET COVER, edged round

neck and sleeve with a fine valen-
ciennes lace, finished with ribbon. ceinne. = Regular price

$1 15 FOR LADIES’ FINE MULL COSET COVER, yoke made

. of embroidery and lace insertion, attachéd to lower part of

corset cover, with a fine vallenceinne edge; finished at neck with a

REBUIAD DTICR (4 Gu sv s winte wess oo 40C

ggc FOR LADIES’ WHITE COT-
beading threaded with ribbon and edged with a fine vallenceinne
round neck and sleeves. Regular price, e......... D S S $1.50

TON CHEMISE, yoke made of
pin tucks and embroidery insertion
and ribbon, finished with a narrow
lace. Regular price ,. ., .. .. ..85¢

says a writer in a New York paper..
There is ample opportunity for this
newly-discovered malady to spread. l
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