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AN ILLUMINATING ADDRESS.

The most illuminating address on the
whole subject of the roads of New
Brunswick that has ever been delivered
in this city was that of Hon. P. J. Veniot
at the banquet tendered him last even-
ing at the Union Club by the New
Brunswick Automobile Association.

The president of the Association de-
seribéd Mr. Veniot as the father of good
roads in New Brunswick, and the hearty
applause given the minister by the mem-
bers of a non-political organization was
a deserved tribute to a man who frankly
admits that he may make mistakes, but
who has made it his task to learn the
condition of all the roads in the province,
and to design and endeavor to carry out
a4 definite policy of road construction and
repair. The quality of the work he has
done is proved by the fact that after the
representatives of the Dominion High-
way Commission had come to the prov-
ince and inspected the work done this
vear they had returned to Ottawa and
recommended that the grant provided
by federal emactment be given to New
Brunswick, making this the first prov-
ince in Canada to secure such aid. There
could be no finer. tribute to the honesty
of the effort of Mr. Veniot’s departme_nt
to fnake a real improvement in the roads.

To those critics' who assert that he
<hould improve the roads more rapidlys
the minister points out that to put the
3,600 miles of trunk roads and 14,000
miles of secondary trunk roads and
branch roads in good condition would
require an expenditure of $42,500,000. To
those other critics who want to know
what is done with their road taxes, he
points out that while $2,125,000 was
spent on the roads in the last three yt.zars
only $180,000 of the amount was raised
Iy taxation; and he told of two of these
c;-itics who wanted to know what was
done with their road taxes until it was
shown to them by the record tha‘at the
amount one of them actually contributed
was eighty cents, and the other fifty
cents.

Mr, Veniot put his finger on the sotu'ce
of the whole dificulty in this province
when he pointed out that it is the o:nly
province which maintains its ro.ads with-
out help from the municipalities.
limited provincial revenué must P
and if New Brunswick peo-
ulate the example of
the state of Maine or

other provinces OT states, the munici-

palities must assume some of the bur-
den they do not adopt that

So long as ¢
they cannot expect” such results

rovide

. the moneys
ple desire to em
Quebec, Ontario,

course,

as are possible under that system.
But the minister was able to show,
Association en-

and the Automobile
dorses his statement i .
there has been great jmprovement in our
roads in the last three years, to the ex-
tent of the funds available. ThM.: is the
result of a real road policy, carried out
as faithfully as possible, and in this con-
nection Mr. Veniot paid a very wan_n
tribute to his engineering staff and their
de in their efforts to give the prov-
ince better roads. But, as already shown,
the best tribute of all is the verdict. of
the. Dominion Highway Commission,
which has put the stamp of its approval
on the nature and quality of the road
construction work done by the minister
and his staff. There are, of courses
handicaps in the work. In some sectioxfs
gravel is not obtainable, and always it
must be borne in mind that the funds
are not large and must be to some ex-
tent spread over thousands of miles of
road. New Brunswick has a longer mile-
age of road per head of population than
the other provinces os-the United States.
This is a fact to be borne constantly in

n that regard, that

pri

mind.
Mr. Veniot, however, while not yet

able to go into details, announced that
as a result of Dominion legislation a
change will be made in the plans he laid
down in 1917, and will result in more
rapid improvement of the roads. This
is an important annduncement, . and
fuller information will be awaited with
keen interest.

Mr. Veniot frankly told his hearers
that the rule of the road would not be
changed, perhaps for another year or
two; because, while St. John and the
border counties favor it, the central,
castern and northern counties are very
strongly opposed; and he felt that until
Nova Scotia could be prevailed on to
adopt the change, or public sentiment in
this province veered around more.strong-
ly in its favor, it would not be reason-
ably possible to effect the change here.

The minister vigorously denounced the
speed fiends whose cars destroy the
roads, and appealed to the Association
to co-operate in curing a habit so de-
structive. He was especially strong in
deunciation of the operator; of portable
mills who wait till the roads are wet
and a bit soft in the fall and then haul
mills and gear and lumber over them,
making them almost impassable for cars
and other vehicles. He intimated that
it might become necessary to enact a
law to deal with them, and instanced a
piece of road put in good condition in
September but utterly ruined recently
by one of these lumber operators.

Concerning the road from St. John to
St. Stephen, Mr. Veniot had no difficulty
in showing that the shorter road with
four miles of bog that could not be

The,

drained was out of the question, and it
did not serve the most people. With re-
gard to the shore road, he felt justifi=d
in waiting until he was in a position to
make it one of the best roads in the
province, and that would be done next
year, the work beginning as soon as th=
frost is out of the ground in the spring,
and nart of the cost will come out of the
federal grant. When completed it will
be such a road as will delight the tour-
ists as well as the regular travelers along
its course.

When the minister had concluded his
address his hearers had a much clearer
knowledge of the whole subject of roads
in New Brunswick, and had the assur-
ance that what has been so well begun
in the matter of road improvement will
be continued with vigor along definite
lines of policy.

THE GUESSER AT WORK,

Reference was made yesterday to the
forecast of a “leading politician” given
to the Woodstock Press in regard to
the result of the next provincial elec-
tions, in which it was clgimed the Con-
servatives would carry 21 seats, the In-
dependents (whoever they are) 11, the
government nine and the United Farmers
seven. The forecast gives the result by
counties, and it is interesting to note
that while this great prophet elects Con-
servatives and Independents with great!
freedom in other constituencies he con-
cedes both Carleton and Vietoria to the
United Farmers. This, of course, would
eliminate the Hon. B. Frank Smith, un-
less he deserted the Conservatives to be-
come a candidate of the United Farmers.
It is a little difficult to understand why
his newspaper organ would thus give
editorial prominence to a prediction
which leaves him bogged among his po-
tatoes. However, after conceding Car-
leton and Victoria to the farmers the
political prophet proceeds to elect two
Conservatives ifi Albert, four in Char-
lotte, one in Kent, three in Kings, one in
Moncton, two in Queens, and one each
in Restigouche and St. John county, two
i‘n Westmorland, and ‘four in York. The
unhappy government will only get two
in Gloucester, one in Kent, two in Mad-
awaska, two in Sunbury, one in St. John
ccounty and one in Westmorland. The
- “Independents” will, according to his
view, carry St. John city and Northum-
berland county, and get one seat each in
Kent and Gloucester. Besides Carleton
and Victoria the farmers are to get one
seat in Restigouche and one in West-
morland. i

The interesting local feature of this
forecast is the assumption that there will
be four independents in the field in St.
John and four in Northumberland, be-
sides two in Gloucester and one in Kent.
The revolt against the leadership of Hon.
Jn;mes A. Murray is apparently expected
to’ swamp his candidates in more places
than St. John. But who will be the in-
dependent candidates in St. John? Wil
they be Messrs. Campbell, Tilley, Potts
and another to be selected? These gen-
tlemen have not been talking lately, but
it mav be possible they are busy pre-
paring an independent platform on which
to appeal .to the people. That would
be a very interesting development,

—————

The finest tribute, because of the man
who paid it, that was paid to Hon. P.
J. Veniot last evening was that of Mr.
A. G. Batchelder, executive chairman of
the American Automobile Association,
Washington. He said one of the things
that determined him to come to $t. John
was that the banquet was in honor of
Mr. Veniot. He had met that gentle-
man in Quebec, and heard him speak,
and was greatly impressed. Mr, Batch-
elder said further that since that meet-
ing, when inquiries came to him, as they
were coming constantly in his official ca-
pacity, as to the character of the roads
in New Brunswick, he made this reply:

good now they have a minister of public

works down there who is on the job,

and he will soon give them the roads.”
® ® ® @

Speaking in Toronto last week Pre-
mier Drury said that the shibboleth of
the Peoples’ party would be “public ser-
vice and not private advantage.” ' The
farmers would be safe, sane and delib-
erate, with a sincere desire to serve the
people. They would endeavor. to unite
city and country. Wild experiments in
legislation would be shunned. Prohibi-

“I can tell you that if the roads are not |’

(Copyright by George

Matthew Adams.)

whittles, with his back against the
what of ‘evils may befall. Dynasties

toot; but the marching of a Caesar

4

has enough to eat?

HAPPY-GO-LUCKY. .

Oft I envy Ebenezer, of the ragged coat and hair; he’s a heedless,
happy geezer, who has never known a care.

doesn’t care a hoot; mighty armies may assemble, and the battle bugles

Ebenezer, doesn’t jar him worth a cent. While he has his daily vittles he
is stranger to a, care, and he whistles and he whittles, with the chinchbugs
in his hair. All the land is in commotion, every day new problems rise;
from the East to western ocean thewe are mad excited guys;
spasms, wild, titanic, every way a man may turn; Ebenezer views the
panic, and he doesn’t care a dern. Ebenezer sits and whistles, following his
lifelong plan, while the papers print epistles from the “Constant Reader”
clan, pointing out that Doom is coming to our bulwarks and our shrines,
and that Nemesis is humming all along the vengeful lines. Ebenezer’s
view is broader than these visions of despair; while he has his daily fod-
der, what should Ebenezer care? 1f there’s trouble on the morrow, why go
forth that woe to meet? Why should he consort with sorrow, when he

S

All the day he sits and
wall, and he cares no jots or tittles
and thrones may tremble, and he

on new victories intent,~doesn’t bother

there are

i

|

CANADA—EAST  AND WEST
Doginion Happenings of Other Days

BEFORE THE REAL EXPLORERS
CAME.

Nearly every school boy will answer
glibly that Columbus discovered Amer-
ica in 1492 and will add that other men
followed in the wake of the hardy ad-
venturer in later years and entered the
St. Lawrence and founded the great em-
pire of Canada. But few know that in
the years before these came hardy
Norsemen had probably visited the
shores of the maritime provinces, Lab-
rador and Newfoundland. That, how-
ever, is true, for the Sages—the old rec-
ords of the Norsemen—tell of the strange
experiences of crews of sailors who had
ventured far beyond the well known seas
of that day and had visited a place they
called Vinland.

The Norse came by way of Iceland
and |Greenland in the years following
872,
thoroughly Greenland in 988 and found-
ed a home in one of the deep fiords. Then
he went back to his homeland and raised
a party to settle in the new domain. His
colony of 400 people lived in Greenland
for about four centuries.

In 1000, Lief, an explorer, sailed
southward to see what could be found.
He came to a great barren land coyered
with flat rock. This territory he named
Heluland. He sailed on until he found
a wide wooded land to which he gave
the name of Woodland. Then he stood
out to sea and driven by a wind he came
to a new land. He came to a body of
water connected with the sea,by a short
river. There he wintered. When spring
came he returned to Greenland with a
cargo of lumber and several years later
he brought back a colony. It did not
flourish, however, and in 1012 it left the
new land. The best authorities think he
found Nova Scotia, Labrador and New-
foundland. at this time. "

SHORT SIGHTED MEN,'

(Rgv. George Scott.)
1 hold them but short-sighted men
Who look upon this honest earth,
A misfit thrust upon their ken,
A something of but little worth,

Whose faces set in rigid lines

Austere and grim, who groan and sigh,
Quick to detect the latent signs

Of weaker men’s hypocrisy.

Who dare not mingle in a jest
For fear contaminations claws
Should fasten in their guilty breast
And drag them down by changeless
laws,

Who dream of tithing mint and rue
And gloat upon their pious deeds,

Who hold it for a truth most true
Their feet shall walk heaven’s flowery

meads.

Who hold their heads so very high
In pious-contemplation sweet

They cannot see the children dig
In misery around their feet.

’

These are dishonest, fools and blind,
Unhealthy souls who grops and grope,

Poor purblind souls who seek to blind
Eternal laws with cobweb rope.

-

What thou art now so shalt thou be,
Not what thou seemest in men’s eyess
*Tis life shall mould thy destiny
And not thy broad phylacteries.

Ye fools and blind, ye little know

* What issues hang upon your tryst

What fearful harvestings ye sow
Who would emasculate the Christ.

Not artificial moods can win
A single soul to virtues road,

Nor tempt men from the joys of sin
To hug a penitential load.

Be men what’er ye strive to be,
Red blooded men who sympathise,
With bond slaves struggling to be free
‘In bitter mood beneath the skies.

I hold them but short sighted men
Unworthy of this honest earth

Whose looks are sour and chilling when
They hear the jest of kindly mirth.

LIGHTER VgIN

“We'd better not stay here.
to some other cafe.”
“What’s the matter?”
don’t think we’ll ever get our din-
ner. DI’ve just discovered that our wait-

Let’s go

tion would be sympathetically and:ef-
iectively enforced. The press reports in-
dicate that the new premier is making al
very favorable impression by his public |
utterances since coming into office. |
© & o @ !

In the evening schagels in Sarnia are!
more than six hundred students. The
course includes science, mathematics
household science, languages and com-
mercial subjects. Classes for stationary

engineers, masters and mates, and a
course in art and design will likely be

added.
® ® O @

Toronto Globe: Before
came in Boston was preparing to build
an addition to the Charles street jail. The
work will not now be done. There is
plenty of room for all offenders. Every-
where experience is the same. Drink and
crime are parent and child. j

™

engineers, automobile mechanics, marine‘

prohibition ‘

er is the one that I forgot to tip thq
last time I was in here.”—Detroit Free

Press.

“Why was it necessary for you to add
anything to the voluminous and enlight-
ening remarks already offered on this

| subject?”

“Jt wasnt positively necessary,” an-
swered Senator Sorghum, “except on my
own accoynt, I had to say something to
keep the folks out home from thinking I
was losing my influence.”—Washington

| Star.

The Wise Doc.

| A member of a national medical as-

;socia.tion tells the following story at the
iexpense of a physician:
| “Are you sure,” an anxious patient

once asked—“are you sure that I shall
reco-er? I have heard that doctors have
sometimes given wrong diagnoses and
'treated a patient for pneumoniz who af-
iterward died of typhoid fever.”

“You have been woefully misinform-
ed,” replied the physician indignantly.
“If 1 treat a man for pneumonia, he dies
of pneumonia.”—Harper’s.

Ong of them had explored quite ;

THE FIGHT IN THE WEST.

(Winnipeg™ Finance.)

Within a short time the citizens of
western Canada will have an opportu-
nity of expressing their opinions upon
municipal matters of various kinds. At
the forthcoming' municipal elections in |
many centres, the main issue is without
question, whether those centres are to
1be controlled by the “Red” element or
by safe apd sane administrations. To
quote one Red candidate, “This election
is the second round in the fight which !
commenced withthe big Winnipeg strike !
last May.” Western Canada is faced
with a clean-cut issue—democratic gov- |
ernment or irresponsible Sovietism. The !
Reds have thrown down the gauntlet and i

make no pretence as to the issue in-
volved—they are determined to. secure
the power which they covet, and if or- |
ganization, enthusiasm and hard work
can secure that power, it is now within
their grasp, unless—the real level-headed
citizens—employers and employcs—of
western Canada wake up. 3
The only effective way to combat or-
ganization is by .counter organization.
! Our citizens must organize and fight this
! menace—and this must be done at once.
Last minute organizations lack stability.
The events of lasy May and June proved
conclusively that the majority of the
people will not tolerate mob rule, but it
required a very serious series of events
to ‘cause the people to realize what was
in store for them if the Reds were al-
lowed to run amuck. Is the public mem-
ory so short that those events. are for- '
gotten?. Do the men who threw aside
their busines for several weeks in order
to protect their homes from fire and
lawlessness forget? Can any real man
who witnessed the dastardly attempts
upon the lives of our returned soldiers
who wete acting as special policemen on
the Winnipeg streets forget how near we
were to a period of lawlessness which
would have been a lasting disgrace to
the city of Winnipeg? There are some
things which it is well to forget—there
are others which should be remembered.
One of the things which should be. re-
membered is the very significant fact
that the men responsible for the disturb-
ances in May and June are the men who
are backing the Red candidates. These
would-be Lenines and Trotskys would
still like to see the people existing by
p.et'-mission of the strike committee. The
citizens must unite and concentrate their
efforts so as to ensure the election of
well-balanced men to municipal offices.
Good labor representatives would be
welcome, but straight Reds have no
place in a British community. "

UNITED STATES MUST HELP, |
l,

(New York Evening.Post.)

The fall in stepling exchange to $4
where the natural parity would be
$4.86%, is abnormal; yet it is not un-!
precedented. The depreciation thus re- -
flected is between 17 and 18 per cent,
and. we are told that sterling got down
to 20 per cent discount on the neutral
marke_ts in the Napoleonic wars. The
American paper dollar, measured by the

< |"gold premium” of those days, went to

65 per cent discount on the international
market during the Civil War. In both
instances the depreciation continued dur-
ing seyeral years after war was gver. In
} both, it was eventually corrected throsgh
a_great increase in its export trade.
Notably in the case of our own depre-
ciated currency and exchange, the per-

‘iiod of.an abnormally large post-bellum

excess of imports over exports was
bm!g,ed over by the lending of European
capital in enormous sums, for use in
! American finance and industry.’

| It is not, therefore, a novel problem
;yvh{ch now confropts belligerent Europe
{in its hour of slow recuperation. The
jreal question is, how far the United
! States is prepared to give the help which
'Europe gave to us after 1865. Without
it, there are important possibilities. It
has not escaped the notice of observant
jmerchants ‘that, while Europe’s trade is
as yet continuing on the war-time bal-
ance with the United States, it is get-
ting on a stronger footing with other
nations.  Sterling exchange in Canada is
not depreciated to anything like the ex-
tent of its New York depreciation; in
the Scandinavian marl@ts, it has this
week been guoted
The inference, ho

ose to normal parity. |
for England and for/

disproportionately low rate at New
York offers both opportunity and in-!
ducement for increasing exports to this|
country, the same rate—which makes
American goods disproportionately ex-|
pensive in their markets—strongly points |
out the policy of buying elsewiiere than|
in the United States, as soon as the’
changing influences at work on foreign
,trade- make such shifting of orders pos-:

‘sible.
| SEEK A SPANISH GALEON

i Every now and then the wonarous and
lnow somewhat fabulous story of the|
treasure lying at the bottom of the Bay i
1of Tobermory is brought forth to the|
astonishment of an incredulous - world.
After seven months’ preparction, says
the Loondon Daily Chronicle’s Tobermory-
i correspondent, Colonel Foss, the director
of the operation, and his staff have
'placed the diving and dredging plant
| permanently on the steam lighter and
ipontoon now anchored near the spot
iwhere the old Spanish Armada galleon
{lies in the bay. The digger has already
ireached some lead and copper sheathing
which may have belonged to the sunken
treasure ship, and divers report that the
i coating of siit over the excavations of
1912, when the operations were suspend-
ed, does not exceed an inch for each year
which has elapsed. The trecsure ship is
understood o lie at a depth of from ten
to fourteen fathoms and under from
thirty-five to forty feet of sand. Colonel
vuss enters on his work anew, confident
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SHATES

"The Slate with Aluminum Tops™
ModzI C
Model D

ﬁ
Light

Gracgful
Strong

The
Ideal Gift

$6.50
$7.00

Phone
M. 2540

MCcAVITY'S |

e )
O-Cedar Polish and Mops

polish.

Better Dusting and Cleaning—because*the O-Cedar Polish gives a
hard, high and durable finish (not a gummy, hazy-bluish cast).

Easier and Quicker—because you do not have to get down on
your kneecs to dust, clean and polish. ;

L s o S50

O’CEDAR MOPS . . :
O-CEDARPOLISH ....«.......5........ 25c. to $2.00

You have only to go over the surface once to dust, clean and

Boys’ Dark Tan Army Leather,
Sizes 1 toh .......... cevees SO0

Boys’ Tan Elk and Black Kip, in odd
sizes $5.00 to $6.50

Youths’ Dark Tan Army Leather,
Sixes 15,1213, ........ eeee. $490

We have a stock of Boys, Youths
and Small Boys’ Boots, made of Gen-
uine Calf and Kip Leathers, Solid
Bottoms, made particularly for our
family trade; that we can sell at 1918
prices,

Boys § to 5—$4.00, $4.50, $4.70, $5.00,
up to $7.50.

Youths, 13, 12, 13—$3.25, $3.50, $3.60,
$3.75, $4.00, $4.50.¢

Small Boys, 8, 9, 10—$1.95, $2.50, $2.75,
- $3.60, $4.00.

FAANCIS & VAUGHAN

19 KING STREET

that the wealth which went down with
the galleon is all still there, »s the means
of taking it from these depths have not
hitlerto been available. Such wonderful

our other allies would be that, while the | .. cverance surely deserves some sort of

compensation, and in these hard times
treasure trove will be very welcome.

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP

(Toronto Star.)

The opponents of public ownership
seem to have the floor in Toronto
just now. First Mr. Vanderlip, the
New York banker, came here and told
us that hé did not believe that public
ownership could be a success in a de-
mocracy. Mr. E. W. Beatty, president
of the C. P. R, offers the same opin-
1on.

But let us not be. altogether cast
down by these expressions of opinion.

.

| It could scarcely be expected that public

ownership would be endorsed from either
of these quarters. \

If public ownership of railways is not
going to prove as great a success as
some of us could wish, we are still
able to nurse the hope that it may not
prove as great a failure as private own-
ership~ of the railways has been -over
a good deal of the area of Canada and

HORLICK’S
Malied Milk forthe Home
A nourishing food-drink for

All Ages. Anywhere atanytime.
Delicious.sustaining.Nocooking.

l
|
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the FLOUR You Use.

Start Your Christmas Cooking Early —
And, Remember, How Much Depends on

LA TOUR

is the favorite of thousands of best and
most exacting cooks,

For MILL-TO-CONSUMER PRICES
FOWLER MILLING CO., LTD.

-ﬁ..

FLOUR i

Do you use it?
Phone West 8. *

ST. JOHN WEST

It is quite possible that
many people will be sadly
disappointed next December.

They will find that some of
the things they intended to
get at Birks are sold out.

We ourselves will be sorry,
too—but all this can be ob-
viated. i

Allow us to explaine——

Manufacturing conditions
this year are such as will
make it impossible to dupli-
cate certain lines which are

Goldsmiths

Is Your List Made Up’

now complete and awaiting
your order.

To make sure that youir
order is shipped exacily as
specified, write for the Birks
Year Bookstoday.

Make up a list of the
Christmas presents you in-
tend to give—then send us
your order right away.

In other words, make No-
vember your Christmas Shop-
ping Month—everything will
be attended to at omnce, and
without any fear of your
choice being “ out of stock.”

over a good deal more of the area of
the United States.

In Canada the public treasury has
been forever open, and the work of
shovelling out public funds for the
relief of private railway corporations
has gone on ceasesslessly.

It won’t do. It could not go on
forever. The game is up. Canada is
resolved to give public ownership' of
railways a trial in-the belief that in
a democracy more things can be dene
than some people would have us be-
lieve. It is the failure, the collapse, of

|
m‘“‘@
wtti\\\

never varies,
good to the
last drop.

You need not

&N shake the
N\ bottle, thereis
(‘;& no sediment

IR LR ED LD MRS

Sl Abe
"’ unwn-lummnu“‘

private ownership of railways that ha:
made it necessary for Canada to buckle
into the task of nationalizing most of he
railway service. It is from just suck
situations as this that great develop:
ments in the world often take rise,

Nor will those who believe in public
ownership take alarm—but quite other
wise—from the fact that those who d¢
not believe in it are clustering to the
front at this particular moment and say-
ing so.

The rummage sale conducted yester
day by the St. Monica’s Catholic Ladies
Society in the Women’s Institute, Uhior
street, realized the record sum of $317

1 CAN LINE YOuR
You STOVE WITH

FOLEYS

PREPARED

FIRE CLAY|

To be had of— .

W. H. Thorne & Co., Ltd., Market
Square. |

T. McAvity & Sons, Ltd., King St.

J. E. Wilson, Ltd., Sydney St.

Emerson & Fisher, Ltd., Germain
Street.

D. J. Barrett, 1565 Union Street.

Geo. W. Morrell, Haymarket Sq.

J. M. Logan, Haymarket Sq.

C. H. Ritchie, 820 Main Street.

Quinn and Co., 415 Main Street.

J. A. Lipsett, Variety Store, 288
Brussels Street.

H. G. Enslow, 1 Brussels street.,

J. Stout, Fairville.

W. E. Emerson, 81 Union St.,W. E.
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