
And who an' tlios.- who hav.- srttU-d on our Wi-sfcrn plains?
This is not the plac' to disciisH the iiiinii>,M-atinn policies of the
past. W." are dealing' with faets. We liav.' the moat cosmopoli-
tan population one eoidd iinajrine. Thr most diver>;.'nt faetors
Ko to make up the raeial composition of our western population.
We Itnow of a eity parish that e(.untrd 1(5 difFerent nationali-
li.'s within its boundaries. During' the Hrst an.l seeond jro,,.. ra-
tion, durinjr what we W(u.ld eall th.- p.-riod of Cana.iianization
of these vari(.iis national elem.-nts. tli.- Chiireh lias to fa<-e a
must ditlieult and eomplex situation.

Diversity of nations means variety of ideals, differences of
customs and traditions. The disassoeiation fro-M f„n,irr r, iations
and the sudden transfer to new conditions of life. Imve proved
to I..' such a shock to many settlers that they fail to readjust
their lives lo the arising? needs. How tiuiny foreimiers liave
l>cen lost to the Church because the teacliinj.'s of their Kaifh
wer.' no l()n<rer handed down to them. wra|)ped up. 1 would say,
in the folds of their natioiml customs and c.'lebrations ! The
ori.-ntal and southern mind is more particularly susceptible to
l)e intbieiieed by this national tint with which reli^rjoii itself coiim's
to them.

The fusion of so many ethnical jrrou|)s and their ada|)tation
to new surrouiuliufTs are the result of a very delicate and slow
process, especially in rural communities. '•Vou caniH)t |)lay
with human chemicals any more than with real ones. You have
to know soniethingr of chemistry" {W. Churehill). Thousands
of foreijrners have been lost to the faith because many of our
own. elerjry ami laity, did not know the first elemcnt.s of "hu-
ma:. chemistry." The great l.'ukape from the Church in the
Went is among Catholic immigrants. Unscrupulous prosely-
tisers under the specious plea of "Canadianization," have weaned
them from the faith of their fathers. This nefarious process is

still at work, especially in the Ruthenian settlements.

The number of languages complicates still more this ethnical
I)roblem. Not hearing the Catholic doctrine in his own language
and crippled by that instinctive shyness and extreme reserve
which seem to grasp him as he steps on our shores, the foreigner
often loses contact with the Church. Like a transplanted shrub
in an incongerua! sni!, he lingers for yr-ar.s in his faith and its

practices.

The very atmosphere of the West is another great cause of


