
,v<»iir supplies, as loi:j>' as the ()l>j('('t of your expedition will pei-
init ,vou tt» delay for that purpose. Afler waitiri.^' as |(»ii;: as is

safe, under all tlit^ eircuinstaMces as tiiey may present (heiu-
selvt's, you will, if you do not hear of tho transport, proceed to
Diseo, as above i>rovided. At Disco, if you hear nothin{,'ol
the transport, yon will, after wail in;;- as Ion;-- as you deem it safe
supply yourself, as far as you mav be able, with suel I supplies
and aitick's as y(»u may need, and proceed on your expedition
without further delay. From Disco you will proceed to Uperna
vik. At these two lastiunned places you will ]iroeure do;n's and
other Arctic outlits. Jf you thiidc it of advanta^ic for the [)ur-

l»ose of obtaining' do^s, ^:e,, to stop at Tossak, you will do so.

From Uperuavik, or Tossak, as the casu uv.xy be, you will proceed
across ^lelville Bay to Cai)e Dudley Di^'/^es, and thence you
will make all possible pro;;ress, with vessels, boats, and sledges,

toward the .North Pole, usin^' your own .iud,uinent as to the
route or .(Uites to be [)ursiu'd a'.d tiu' locality for ea(di winter's

quarters. Ilaviu;4' been provisioned and eipiipped feu- two and
a half years, you will pursiui your exploraticms for that period ;

but, should the object of the expedition reipiire it, you will con-

tinue your explorations to such a further length of tinu' as your
.supplies may be safely extended. Should, however, the main
object of the expedition, vi/, attaining- the position of the

Xortli Pole, be accomplished at an earlier period, you will return

to the United States with all convenient dis[»atch.

There beinin' attached to the exiiedition a scientilic depart-

ment, its operations are i)res(!ribed in accordance with the iidvice

of the National Academy of Sciences, as recpured by the law.

Ao-reeably to this advice, the char;;v and direction of the scien-

tific operations will b(^ intrusted, under your command, to

Doctor Eniil Bessels ; and you will render Dr. JJessels and his

assistants all such facilities and aids as may be in your power

to carry into effect the said further advice, as ^iven in the

instructions herewith furnished in v conununi(!ation from the

presiiU'iit of the Xational Academy of Sciences, It is, however,

important that objects of natural histiuy, ethnology, ^c, tSrc,

which may be collected by any person attached to the expedi-

tion, shall be delivered to the chief of the scientific dei>ait-

ment, to be cared for by him, under your direction, and con-

sidered the property of the Government ; and every i)ersou bo

strictly prohibited from keeping any such object. You will

direct every qualified person iu the expedition to keep a private


